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FLYING HIGH
TO SERVE
OUR BELOVED
NATION

Serious visions, effective programs and excellent initiatives come
together to help us meet our absolute goal - to fulfil the wishes
and expectations of our dear guests.

We have used the advantage of living in a generous nation that has given us
a lot by setting our flynas aircraft free in the skies. We are the first national
low-cost airline bearing the flag of Saudi Arabia, contributing to its economy
and acting as an aviation ambassador in the nation’s name.

In our history, no two years are alike and celebrating the 87th National Day
of the Kingdom coincides with our 10 year anniversary. Our operations have
been characterized by the most remarkable examples of success and progress
and crowned by many international awards that confirm our commitment
to success and quality. We work according to an integrated system that will
contribute to a promising economy and offer the highest levels of services and
best promotions for passengers.

May the coming years bring us more progress and prosperity under our wise
and prudent leadership, which always seeks to maintain security and safety.

Saudi Arabia’s current and future economic diversification drive in line with
the Saudi Vision 2030 places a huge onus on flynas to lead from the front,
achieve the highest levels of satisfaction among our passengers and crown
our success with more international awards. One recent success was when
we were named by Skytrax the best low cost airline in the Middle East. We
are delighted with this accolade and we always strive to achieve more success.

Dear guest, our -10year story has made us the best choice among all
airlines for travelers. Our fleet of 29 aircraft successfully transported
nearly 100,000 pilgrims from different countries during the 2017/1438
pilgrimage season, with deals and offers priced to suit all categories of
travelers. Serving them was an honor for us and we aimed to provide a
journey full of fun and happiness.

Today, as flynas continues to fulfil its customers’ wishes, we have created a
new destination in Beirut. Starting from the beginning of November, we will
operate four weekly flights linking Riyadh and Beirut and provide amazing
offers and competitive prices as well as a pleasant and comfortable flight
experience on our modern fleet. This will strengthen our regional network and
enhance our extensive network.

We are always looking to offer the best services and add a lot of comfort and
convenience to our services. With the addition of the flynas application on your
smartphones, you can find out the timing of our flights and their prices. You
can benefit from naSmiles points, which will help generate even more new
offers and valuable rewards.

We look forward to a better and a bright future and we always promise you
more services that are superior in every way.

I wish you an enjoyable journey onboard and at arrival.

Bandar Al-Muhanna
Managing Director and Group CEO of NAS Holdings
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legal consultants

gal Consultants is a legal consultancy firm that specialize in
e and commercial law as a main focus. We operate out of UAE
over the whole middle east through affiliations and associations
abia and the rest of the GCC. Established in Jordan in 1984, we
istory of providing quality services at reasonable rates. Our
is inthe commercial and corporate area serving our clients

eeds to help find solutions and remove blockers.

e legal support in the following areas:

nvestment and free zones.
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WELCOME ON BOARD! ﬁ

DEAR GUEST,

It is a great pleasure to welcome you onboard your flynas
flight. This year has been another exceptional year for flynas
and we continue to push the boundaries in order to serve you,
our cherished guests.

As the leading low-cost airline in the Middle East region we have not
rested on our laurels, we are expanding our network on a regular basis
and from October 1 we will be introducing daily flights from Riyadh to Al
Jouf and Qurayyat. We are also returning to Lebanon with a new service
between Riyadh and Beirut starting on November 1. We have already
opened our new connection between Abha and Cairo and we are planning
a new and exciting international destination from our Abha base.

Another way we are listening to you is to upgrade a number of our
aircraft with new seats which we are doing over the coming months to
align our current fleet with the fantastic comfort that will be seen with
our A320 Neo aircraft, which will start to come into service in 2018. We
are committed to improving the customer experience to make your flight
even more comfortable.

On the technical side our mobile apps will see new designs arriving in
October and I would urge you to join the over 1 million people who have
downloaded our app to date to not only ease your journey but avail the
regular mobile app only special discounts we offer.

Our e-Commerce team has also been working hard to make life easier
for you and we are thrilled to announce that SADAD online payments are
now linked to the flynas website so you no longer have to wait for your
confirmation as SADAD OLP is real-time. More payment choices is just
another way we ensure you get the best possible flynas experience.

We will continue to offer great deals in the coming months across our
wide domestic and international network so stay tuned to flynas.com
and to maximize additional offers be sure to join our naSmiles loyalty
program — it’s free and we will be adding amazing offers exclusively to
members throughout the months and years to come.

Once again our Hajj & Umrah specialized team have completed a
successful Hajj movement and brought tens of thousands of pilgrims to
the Kingdom to realise their lifelong ambition. It is a privilege for us to be
involved in the Hajj and we take our responsibilities extremely seriously.

In the meantime if there is anything the crew can do to make your trip
more comfortable please do not hesitate to ask, once they have ensured
your comfort and most importantly your safety I am sure you will find the
friendly service second to none.

Once again thank you for giving us at flynas the privilege of looking
after you today and Inshallah we will see you onboard many times in
the future.

Paul Byrne
flynas CEO
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NETWORK
Where do you want to go with

flynas? 10

DIALOGUE

Ali Al-Hazmi: There are people who write
poetry and others who live poetry.

Ali Al-Hazmi is one of those who truly
embody the art. He is a pure poet whose
eloquence is neat and unblemished. 12

3

PLACES

Lebanon: This stunning destination is the
jewel of the East in terms of nature, history and
geography. It is a place where you can enjoy
nature-based adventure activities and explore
UNESCO sites. 64

30

HERITAGE

Al-Mashrabiya: We explore the
history of these quintessentially Arabian
windows that provide effective natural
climate control indoors and unparalleled
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REBUNE International Trading Company

HEAD OFFICE

Jeddah : +966 12 6300893
Dammam : +966 13 8475479
Qasim : +966 16 3270775

Khamis Mushayt : +966 17 2377691

Riyadh
Tel : +966 11 2130503
Fax : +966 11 4389390

Call Center 920006752
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Ashraf is an Egyptian poet, novelist
and translator who has published more
than 30 books focusing on novels, poetry,
investigations and art. Recently, he won the
Arab Journalism Award from the Dubai
Press Club for his collection of travel articles
published in his famous book, “A River on
Travel”. He is the President of the Asia
Journalist Association.
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Susan is a Syrian writer, poetess and
translator. She has published many
of her studies in French. Her main
specialization is French literature,
focusing on etiquette traditions and social
connections among communities and
individuals. Her first volume of poetry was
published in Arabic and French.
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Amin is a Lebanese journalist and
writer. His studies and articles have
been published in in Arab press. He
is considered a humanitarian activist
with many unique experiences; his
latest project was to promote specialized
journalism for individuals and
organizations alike.
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flynas head office

SAUDI ARABIA

Riyadh

Abi Bakr As Siddig Road -
Ar Rabi Dstrict

PO Box 305161
Tel: +966 11 434 9000
Call Centre:+966 9200 01234
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| write for
pleasure and for
a pure personal
need. Although
| began reading
and writing three
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the sake of reaching or to
forego others. I write for
pleasure and for a pure
personal need. Although
I began reading and
writing three decades
ago, but I still feel that
my first poem has not
yet written. I still try

to learn daily from life
and from human beings,
from my mistakes and
my successes. [ learn
from waiting and from
joy and pain, so you
always find me sitting
with the same initial
confusion in front of a
piece of white paper to
write a good poem. m
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Ali won the
Grand Prize at
the Festival of
World Poetry
2017
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What can you tell us
about your relationship
with your village
Dhamad and other

key places in your life
such as Jazan and
Jeddah, as well as other
locations you have
visited throughout the
world like Spain and
Uruguay?

- Dhamad is my village;
it is where you find the
springs of childhood,
the meadows of friends,
the valleys, the fields of
corn, the brown faces,
the rain, the smell of
flowers, the girls, the
lanterns, the eyes of
mothers. The place
always captivates me. I
have a lot of nostalgia
for the places in my
soul; I do not know
why I feel many times
that I stand guard

at my memories for
these places. Places
give you everything

for free; they enrich
your imagination and
your affection. I always
come back from my
travels carrying faces,
songs and dreams. The
pain is always at the
moment of travel itself,
when you carry your
suitcase and you are
about to leave. At this
moment it seems like
you are not faithful to
the place, because when
you travel, you simply
abandon your precious
times and days, you
abandon all those who
surrounded your heart
with love, warmth and
joy, but it is the nature
of life; we have to
continue to go towards

our dreams carrying all
this beauty in our souls
to illuminate our next
courses.

You recently won

a poetry award in
Romania, and two
years ago, you had

also won an award in
Uruguay. What can you
tell us about these two
experiences in general
and what do such
prizes mean to a poet?
- It is no secret that

I was pleased with
these two awards, not
because they are on
behalf of Ali Al-Hazmi
but because I felt

that they held a lot of
appreciation for Arabic
poetry in general. In
poetry, there is no

win or loss. Poets are
brothers. These awards
do not represent a
fundamental value

for the poet, but they
necessarily urge him to
continue, and assure
him in one way or
another that his poetic
experience is acceptable
to others and has been
able to touch their souls
despite the problems
of translation. On this
occasion, I would like to
thank Dr. Abeer Abdel
Wahed, who translated
my poetic collection
“Peaceful on the Edge”
into Spanish, and Dr.
Hamdi Al-Jabri who
translated my poetic
collection “Dependable
Road in the Fog” into
English, because they
are certainly partners
in my success.

How do you describe
your relationship with

the media in general?

- Currently the world
has become a small
cosmopolitan village
through the Internet
and various online
channels, so everyone
can communicate his
own voice to express his
concerns and dreams.
This is a good thing,

of course. For me, 1

get beautiful feedback
from readers about my
poetic work through

my blog and this is
important to me and
makes me close to the
recipient. However,

on a personal level, I
always enjoy isolation.

I try to give my time to
reading, writing and
my family; this may
make my interaction
with the press and rest
of the media small in
comparison with many
other writers and poets.
When will Ali Al-Hazmi
say I arrived?

I do not think I will say
these words one day. It
is not in my interest or
in the interest of poetry
to say such a phrase. I
usually do not write for &

| have a lot of
nostalgia for the
places in my soul
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Waha- Riyadh

it may be necessary
to exert more effort
and perseverance to
sharpen the poetic
sound. However, it is
no secret that I have
loved many poets in
my early years such
as Abdullah Al-
Baradouni, Omar Abu-
Riche, Nizar Darwish,
Saadi Shirazi and
others. Reading the
works of wonderful
poets increased

my understanding
and encouraged

me to sharpen my
background as a
reader and a poet at
the same time.

Can you tell us about
the form you use to
write poetry?

- The poetry form
was not at any time
an obstacle for me, so
you will find that 'm
reconciled with all
forms; in my opinion
it is the poem that
imposes its form on the
poet. However, there
are still many conflicts
in the Arab poetry
arena concerning the
form poems should
take, but I do not
usually comment on
these problems. I
believe simply in the
necessary freedom
that a poet must have
when writing a poem.
He must feel that
there is enough space
for him to write what
he wants. We usually
put the limitations on
ourselves with such
flimsy problems. We
must care about the
effect that a poet must

leave in our souls; it
is the effect only that
distinguishes the true
poet from others.
Regardless of what
we have read about
you already, I would
like to ask you who
Ali Al-Hazmi is.
What is written in his
autobiography?

- Ali Al-Hazmi is just
a dreamer who seeks
through writing to
overcome his defeats
and continuous
disappointments.
Perhaps he does not
have a clear biography
as he carries deep
questions pending in
his mind, and dreams
of shaking hands
with life, love and
beauty. He tries to
write poetry in order
to build a bridge of
words to reach his ego
on the opposite bank.
He always strives to
get out of his narrow

vision and gives others

a chance to climb

the trees of his soul,
prompted by a deep
faith that he will find
(through writing)
possible ways to cling
to life and hope. &
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Ali says he

is a dreamer
who seeks

to improve
constantly
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DIALOGUE

“OUR VOICE
HAS TO
REACH THE
OTHER SIDE”

There are people who
write poetry and others
who live poetry. Ali Al-
Hazmi is one of those
who truly embody the
art. He is a pure poet
whose eloquence is
neat and unblemished.
This man with his pure
Arabic heritage and
stature first caught the
public’s attention when
he released his first
poetry collection in the
early 1990s called “The
Gateway for the Body.”
In a lot of ways, this
book was a gateway for
Al-Hazmi to live his
dream of delivering
great poetry. After this
collection Al-Hazmi did
not stop; he became a
poet who has made us
proud. Today, he has
become one of the most
important names in the
Arab poetry scene and
even in the world.

Al-Hazmi has
participated in several
poetry festivals in

the Kingdom as well
as many Arab poetry
festivals in Costa Rica,
Toledo and Uruguay,
winning awards in

the process. He also

19 | F 'yﬁﬂﬁ

participated in the
Havana Festival in
Cuba, the International
Medellin Festival in
Colombia and festivals
in Istanbul and Rome,
among others.

A month ago, he won
the International
Grand Prize for the
World Poetry Nights
Festival 2017 in
Romania.

He has seven poetry
collections, including
“The Gateway for the
Body”, “Loss”, “The
Gazelle is Drinking Her
Image”, and “The Trees
of Absence”. His works
have been translated
into French and
Spanish and have been
the subject of many
local and Arab critics.
flynas magazine met
Ali Al-Hazmi just after
he returned from a

trip from Romania and
recalled his interesting
poetry journey from
when he was writing
in his room until his
establishment as a
leading name:

Tell us about your
poetic beginnings. What
is the first poetic event
that changed your life?

ALI AL-TTAZMI

<
v
.
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e

In fact, I owe a lot to my
dear father for drawing
my attention to poetry
at an early stage of

my life. My father had
a lot of passion for
poetry and he tried to
convey his deep sense
of the poem to me
through his readings
and his selection of
some poems from the
Arabic literature. He
frequently asked me to
memorize some verses
and read them again in
front of him. I was not
aware of the meanings
of these poetic verses,
but the magic of the
poetic rhythm and the
regularity of the words
in a beautiful musical
form would captivate
me, and increased my
attachment to this

art form that we call
“poetry”.

As for the first poetic
event that changed my
life, I still remember
clearly the moment
when I stood before
everyone to read my
first poem. It was at
the end of the academic
year at the scientific
institute in my city
Dhamad. I was 17

Ali is a pure poet
whose eloguence
I is neat and
v unblemished
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at the time, and the
reactions were more
than wonderful; I felt
that reaction through
the encouraging words
of school teachers,
parents and my fellow
students. I realized at
that particular moment
that I had to continue
down this route.

What has changed in
the way you deliver
poetry since your first
poetry collection: 1993’s
“The Gateway for the
Body”?

This is a difficult
question. I may not
have a clear answer

to it, but I can say
that I still write with
the same passion and
previous enthusiasm. I
still try to write a good
self-supporting poem,
so I may need weeks or
more to write a single
poem.

Of course, every stage
of time imposes itself
on the poet, and the
poet can’t be immune
to what is happening
in the world. Human
relations, experiences,
visions and ideas are in
constant flux, and our
view of the world and
life cannot be limited
in any way. All these
factors will inevitably
cast a shadow on

the final writing of
the poem. But I can
say that I still feel
good about my poetic
collections and all

the feelings that have
accompanied me while
I write, whether it is
pleasure or pain.

You are one of the
Saudi poets who have
frequently represented
the Kingdom abroad.
How do you describe
your international
meetings and how
much do foreigners
know about the poetry
in our region?
Undoubtedly, such
meetings and
international poetry
festivals represent a
valuable addition to
the poet’s experience.
It is an important
opportunity to

learn about poetic
experiences from the
world and reevaluate
what the poet is trying
to write. As for the
extent to which Arabic
poetry is present in
the memory of the
others, the truth may
be this: not as much
as we hope. There are
individual attempts
by some Arab poets

to bridge this gap by
publishing their works
in other languages and
cover large distances
to participate in a
poetry festival in
order to convey the
virtues of Arab poetry
to international
recipients. Perhaps
our official cultural
institutions in the
Arab world bears

full responsibility for
the absence of the
Arabic poetry scene

in the international
domains by ignoring
the importance of
translation as a true
bridge to reach new

recipients. At the same
time, official cultural
institutions don’t seek to
organize international
poetry festivals where
important poets of

the world can come

and participate. Such
creative steps will
undoubtedly contribute
to introducing Arabic
poetry (with its unique
aesthetics and visions)
to others.

Who are your favorite
poets?

- I have never felt that
a paternal relationship
to any poet because

I simply did not look
at the issue in this
way. I agree that in
the beginning our
readings of different
poetic names can
affect our writing of
poetry, but I believe
that over time the real
poet can find his own
poetic voice. I think in
addition to the talent, »

Al-Hazmi lives
his dream of
delivering great
poetry
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LIFESTYLE

10 MOST FAMOUS
ENGAGEMENT
RINGS IN HISTORY

PRINCESS

DIANA
SPENCER

Charles, Prince of Wales,
proposed to Lady Diana
Spencer in February 1981,
presenting her with an
oval-shaped blue sapphire
surrounded by a halo of
tiny solitaire diamonds

on a white gold band that
she chose herself. Diana’s
ring pick reportedly raised
some eyebrows since it
wasn’t custom-made,

but rather available

for general purchase

in Garrard’s jewelry
collection at the time.

KATE
MIDDLETON

Prince William, Duke

of Cambridge, gave his
mother’s ring to Duchess of
Cambridge Kate Middleton
when he proposed in

2010, keeping the memory
of the beloved Princess
Diana alive through the
ring’s stunning beauty

and symbolic meaning.
Talk about timeless. The
deep blue sapphire is just
as brilliant on Kate’s ring
finger as it was on Diana’s.

JACQUELINE

KENNEDY

On June 1953 ,24 John

23 | Iygﬂé

F. Kennedy proposed to
Jacqueline Bouvier at
a restaurant in Boston.
And as legendary as
the glamorous couple
and their tragic story
will always be, the
unique engagement
ring John gave Jackie
will never lose its
iconic allure. The Van
Cleef & Arpels ring
boasted a tapered
baguette -2.84carat
emerald beside a
-2.88carat diamond
with a stunning
diamond open-halo
setting. Ever the
trendsetter, we're sure
Jackie made Camelot-
era brides-to-be want
an emerald-diamond
combo on their fingers
too.

ELIZABETH

TAYLOR

In her lifetime,
Elizabeth Taylor
married eight times
(that’s a lot of rings).
But of all the massive
baubles in the self-
proclaimed jewelry
fanatic’s trove, one

of the most envy-
worthy has to be the
engagement ring from
her third marriage

to film and theater
producer Mike Todd.
He presented her with
a -29.4carat emerald-cut
diamond, and the rock is
so huge that apparently
Taylor adoringly
referred to it as her “ice
skating rink”.

MARILYN

MONROE

Yankees legend Joe
DiMaggio gifted Marilyn
Monroe a gorgeous
platinum eternity band
—complete with 35
baguette-cut diamonds.
Well, technically it was
her wedding band, since
DiMaggio gave it to
Monroe on their wedding
day on January 1954 ,14.
And although their union
sadly didn’t stand the

test of time, this ring’s
understated and simplistic
elegance is exactly why the
style is still popular today.

MIA

FARROW

Mia Farrow received a
breathtaking engagement
ring mounted with a
-9carat solitaire, pear-
shaped diamond from
Frank Sinatra in June

of 1966. The couple kept
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Pleasure is
the essence,
creativity is
the title.
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their engagement under
the radar for about a
month, and then they
were married shortly
after at a hotel in Las
Vegas by a Justice of the
Peace. Unfortunately,
the marriage lasted only
two years, but Farrow’s
pear-shaped sparkler has
remained a staple piece
in the lineup of history’s
iconic engagement rings.

QUEEN

ELIZABETH Il

Although it may not

be Her Majesty’s

largest piece of jewelry,
it’s definitely rich in
sentimental and symbolic
value (and that doesn’t
mean it’s not big enough
for the rest of us). Queen
Elizabeth II’s ring is a
platinum band mounted
with a -3carat solitaire
diamond with five smaller
diamonds on each side.
The ring, which Prince
Philip presented to
Princess Elizabeth in
1947, is the epitome of
understated elegance and
class — and as one of the
Queen’s most frequently
worn pieces of jewelry, it
has to be.

Does Beyonce’s
engagement ring from
Jay Z remind anyone else
of Elizabeth Taylor’s from
Mike Todd? Her -18carat

stunner is a dramatic,
emerald-cut diamond

by jeweler to the stars
Lorraine Schwartz. A
classic shape and simple
band is made dramatic
and bold by the incredible
size and sparkle.

KIM

KARDASHIAN

Whatever your opinion is
of her, we can probably
all agree that the ice

on Kim Kardashian’s
ring finger is amazing.
Kanye West proposed

to Kardashian in 2013
with a dazzling, -15carat,
cushion-cut sparkler and
reportedly went to great
lengths to ensure the ring
was produced completely
conflict free with the

best diamond possible.
The result by Lorraine
Schwartz is nothing short
of spectacular.

ANGELINA

JOLIE

When Hollywood

power couple Brad Pitt
and Angelina Jolie finally
tied the knot in 2014,
Pitt was in constant
contact for an entire

year with jeweler Robert
Procop to design a
custom engagement ring
perfectly fitted to Jolie’s
finger. The incredible
emerald-cut bauble is
elegant yet dramatic,
and was definitely worth
the wait. m
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Precious
pieces of
artistic and
social value.
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fate then places it in the
hands of a young hobbit
named Frodo Baggins,
who inherits the Ring
and steps into legend.
A daunting task lies
ahead for Frodo when
he becomes the Ring-
bearer who is tasked
with destroying the
One Ring in the fires of
Mount Doom where it
was forged.

There is no doubt
that the ring was an
inspiration to the titles
and themes of many
novels around the world.
For example, the novel
“The Mystery of the
Ring” by the Swedish
novelist Elisabet Nemert
speaks about a ring used
by the Swedes to achieve
victories in their wars.
We can also mention the
novel “Ring in the Finger
of the Heart” by Abdul-
Wahab Al Mutawea, “The
Ring and Confession”
by Mina Anwar, Ansi
Al-Haj’s famous book
“Rings” and the novel
“Ring” by the Saudi
novelist Raja Al-Alem.

Tales about rings that
fulfill wishes and protect
their wearers are still
narrated, while poetry
and imagination run wild
when discussing this
metal circle.

In his poem, the
French poet André
Breton says: “One day,

a ring forgotten in our
bags has traveled with
us from those distant
lands; it began to jump
from one finger to
another as if they are the
countries.”—
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initially worn in one
finger, and over time
it became worn on
several fingers as a sign
of belonging to a high
social class.

In ancient Rome,
the ring had several
social implications i.e.
according to the metal
used in its manufacture
it denotes the social
class which the wearer
belongs to. The iron
ring in Rome is a sign
of slavery and the gold
ring is a sign of freedom.
Rome had the credit of
using multiple ores in
manufacturing the rings;
it was the first to use
ivory, silver, and amber
and it used multiple
gems for decoration and
stamping important
papers.

From the Middle
Ages to today

Rings during the period
of high and late middle
ages in Europe were
mostly made from copper
based alloys, silver or
gold. Gems became
common along with the
belief that certain gems
had the power to help
or protect the wearer in
various ways. Engraved
rings were produced
using Lombardic script
that was later replaced
by Gothic script. Some
of the inscriptions

were devotional, others
romantic in nature.

An increasing use of
contracts and other
documents that needed
to have formal seals
meant that signet rings

27 | F lynas
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Dozens of artworks have tackled
the ring and its concepts. The ring
has inspired the titles and themes

of novels around the world.

became more important
from the 13th century
onwards.

Today, the
technological
development of the
jewelry industry and
the discovery of new
natural and synthetic
stones have led to
huge development and
creativity in the rings
industry. The ring
evolved from a simple
social connotation to a
jewel of pleasure and
a source of creative
expression that reflects
Renaissance, Modern
Art, Art Deco, and
Orientalism influences.

Engagement ring,
wedding ring

It is commonly believed
that the first examples
of wedding rings

were found in ancient
Egypt. Ancient Egypt
considered the circle to
be a symbol of eternity,
and the ring served to

Joo @lai Ylaadl
B339 oY
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Tales are told
of rings that
fulfill wishes

signify the perpetual
love of the spouses. This
was also the origin of the
custom of wearing the
wedding ring on the ring
finger of the left hand,
because the ancient
Egyptians believed that
this finger contained a
special vein that was
connected directly to the
heart, described in Latin
as the “Vena Amoris”.
The Western traditions
of wedding rings can be
traced to ancient Rome
and Greece, and were
first associated with the
marital dowry and later
with a promise of fidelity.
The first use of
diamonds in the wedding
ring was made in
1475 when the Italian
condottiero Costanzo
I of Sforza presented
a diamond ring to his
bride Camilla d’Aragona
on their wedding
day. However, things
changed beginning from
1477 when Archduke
Maximillian of Austria
commissioned the
very first diamond
engagement ring on
record for his betrothed,
Mary of Burgundy. This
sparked a trend for
diamond rings among
European aristocracy
and nobility and the
tradition became that
man presents his
prospective bride with
an engagement ring
upon acceptance of his
marriage proposal.
The 19th century
witnessed the marriage
of Queen Victoria and
Albert Counties, who
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gave her a precious
snake-shaped ring as a
symbol of protection and
immortality.

In addition to
admiring the beautiful
jewelry, people may
look at how the rings
are worn and make
inferences about
personality, relationship
and status of the wearer.
So, before putting on
the rings, it is helpful
to understand what
each finger says about
the wearer and his/her
lifestyle. The thumb
represents self-assertion
and willpower. The
index finger symbolizes
self-confidence,
leadership, ambition,
and spirituality. The
middle finger stands
for balance, justice, the
law, responsibility, and
soul-searching. The
ring finger symbolizes
relationships, creativity,
and the love of beauty.
The little finger
stands for intelligence,
communication,
persuasion, and
intuition.

The ring in cinema
and literature
In 1927, Alfred
Hitchcock wrote and
directed his famous
silent film “The Ring”,
which tells the story of
a boxer who is strongly
attached to a wife who
loves him and helps him
overcome his ordeals.
In this film, the genius
writer links the ring to
love and marriage.

“The Ring Cycle” is a »

comedy about a woman
on the last day of her
marriage trying to figure
out what to do with her
wedding ring. Walking
through London, she has
a series of encounters
that propel her toward a
new relationship...with
herself.

In fact, there are
dozens of films that
discuss the wedding
ring and its concepts,
but the most famous
productions about rings
are “The Lord of the
Rings” movies, which
were produced in the
early 2000s. This was a
series consisting of three
high fantasy adventure
films directed by Peter
Jackson. The movies
talk about the future
of civilization resting
in the fate of the One
Ring that has been lost
for centuries. Powerful
forces are unrelenting
in their search for this
powerful artefact, but
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A sign of
authority and
fulfillment of
marriage
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RING

Ve stories beliind, its /m/émf(uzm

The ring is an extremely common
factor in many cultures and traditions
all around the word. So, what is the
secret behind this simple metal circle?
How and where did the story of the
ring begin? How many stories does its

small diameter hold?

hroughout the ages,

the ring has left an
impact on people as one
of the most important
adornment pieces of
all time. It has become
associated with many
social situations and
events and since the
beginning of history
until the present day,
the ring has found its
place in all civilizations
and ages whether it was
made from iron or gold.

The first ring of the
old world
The oldest ring
discovered by humanity
dates back around
21,000 years. Several
models and copies
were discovered in
the city of Pavlov in
the Czech Republic.
They were made of
mammoth ivory and
were apparently used
either for decoration or
as currency for trading.
Later on, rings of the
Hittite civilization were
discovered in Anatolia
including the first signet
rings. Archaeologists
believe that the ring
played an individual
aesthetic and social
role or a commercial
collective role in the
Paleolithic era.

In ancient Egypt,
the first golden rings
appeared in the Bronze
Age, where this precious
metal was first used by
the Egyptians. At that
time, the nobles wore
rings made with great
accuracy and many
details. The rings in that

era played aesthetic and
social roles in addition to
administrative ones; they
were used for stamping
letters and important
administrative papers.
One of the most famous
precious rings of that
era is the huge golden
ring that belonged to
Horemheb, ruler of
Egypt in 1340 BC. This
solid gold signet ring is
exceptional in terms of
its size and the quality of
its workmanship. Spirals
are added toward the
rounded ends of the very
thick ring, and the four
faces of the rectangular,
rotating bezel are
deeply engraved with a
crocodile, a scorpion, a
lion, and the coronation
name of Horemheb, the
last king of the 18th
Dynasty. Another one
of the most famous
rings in ancient Egypt
is the ring of Ramses
II; this precious piece
of jewelry is commonly
known as the “ring with
horses”, because of the
two extraordinarily
lifelike little horses that
prance across its setting.
The legend says that
Ramses II instructed
the manufacture of this
ring to commemorate the
horses that saved his life
in the Battle of Kadesh.
The rings of ancient
Greece were inspired
in terms of shape
and decorations
by their ancient
Egyptian counterparts.
However, according
to the classification of
archaeologists, Greek

rings were less valuable
than the Egyptian rings.
In fact, the scarcity of
gold in the basin of the
Mediterranean Sea led
to the use of silver and
bronze and in the same
period carved stone rings
appeared for the first
time.

The Greeks called the
ring “Dactuolioi”, which
means “decoration of
the finger”. Later, the
Romans called the ring
“Unguli” in reference
to wearing the ring in
the first phalanx of the
finger.

Most studies indicate
that the ring was &
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EVENT

top 10 donor countries
in the world according
to UN statistics. Its
total spending on
humanitarian assistance
programs over the past
four decades exceeded
$115 billion, benefitting
90 countries. For years,
Saudi Arabia topped
the list of the 20 most
supportive countries for
the Palestinian people
with a total grant of
$148 million, according
to UN statistics. The
grant received by the
UN Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine
Refugees is the third
largest in the world
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Charity work, generosity
and giving gifts have been
genuine characteristics

of the country since its

founding,,

after the United States
($368 million) and the
European Union ($160
million).

The Kingdom’s
charity work will
continue thanks to its
blessings and resources.
It will continue helping
other nations in its role
as a beacon of humanity
and a kingdom of
generosity. m
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The Kingdom
has provided
7,000 tons of
dates in aid.
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Fahd, was also known
for his charitable

work and prominent
role in printing and
distributing Holy
Qur’ans in all countries.
Many other charitable
institutions were
established with the
support and patronage
of the Royal Family,
following the example
of the founder of the
Kingdom.

Dates before oil
Historically, the story of
the Kingdom as a donor
nation began with the
humble date palm tree,
a long time before oil.
The tree is considered
God’s blessing in the
country, which is the
cradle of Islam. In
this modern era, the
Kingdom has distributed
dates throughout the
world since 1966 to
alleviate the global
food shortages. It
has succeeded in
distributing nearly 7,000
tons of dates.

Saudi Arabia - a
major donor

The Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia is one of the
leading countries in
terms of humanitarian,
relief and development
aid. It has been
providing humanitarian
aid to Arab, Islamic and
other friendly countries
and helped alleviate
their sufferings due to
natural disasters or
wars. Its pioneering

aid efforts have been
recognized worldwide.

The Kingdom is
one of the largest aid
donors in the world
— total assistance in
2014 increased by 230
percent compared to the
previous year from $4.3
billion to $14.5 billion.

90 countries
benefit

As of the end of last

year, Saudi Arabia was
ranked sixth among the &

The Kingdom
is among the
top 10 donor
countries in the
world”
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CELEBRATING THE 87THNATIONALDAY

- - TR,

" \ There was once a visitor who came to meet with King Abdul Aziz Al-Saud, may
God have mercy on him. As usual, the king wanted to honor him, so he took a
pen and wrote a check for SAR300, but the pen accidentally added a zero. The

i accountant questioned the figure and checked it with the King, who said that
o while the new number was made with a dash of the pen, the visitor must be given
= the SAR3,000 regardless. Simply put, King Abdul Aziz is not less generous than
b his pen.

This spontaneous tale
may refer, in one way or
another, to the identity
of Saudi Arabia, and its
destiny to be a donor
throughout the ages.
Yes, it is a nation full of
giving and a source of
generosity.

Since the
establishment of the
Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, its founder King
Abdul Aziz has sought
to instill in the country
principles of giving and
good work in order to
grow the country as a
kingdom of humanity
and relief efforts.

We celebrate the
87th anniversary of the
Kingdom’s founding and
its unity on September
23 each year. We
proclaim this day the
National Day of the
Kingdom and stand
alongside all donors
worldwide.

Charityworkisa
genuine act
Charity work has
always been carried
out by Saudi kings

and princes since

the establishment

of the Kingdom.

The King Salman
Center for Relief and
Humanitarian Aid,
established specifically
to carry out organized
relief and humanitarian

work, ensures that aid
is promptly accessible to
those who need it.

The center provides
its services to more
than 30 countries in the
Middle East, Africa and
Central Asia through a
variety of humanitarian
projects worth SAR1.6
billion, ranging from
food programs, building
housing units to
support education and
facilitating livelihoods
for displaced people
and host communities
affected by conflict.

Refugees from Iraq,
Yemen, and Syria
have been receiving
the Kingdom’s aid.
During the Yemen
crisis, for example,
the King Salman
Center for Relief and
Humanitarian Aid
provided services
through its food center
to some 18 million
Yemenis and created
health projects in the
country for more than
15 million beneficiaries.

Another charitable
organization whose
assistance has extended
across the world is
the King Abdullah
Humanitarian
Foundation, named
after the late
King. Another late
Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques, King &

Aldle 1 Lol cligll jS)g
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KING SALMAN HUMANITARIAN
AlD & RELIEF CENTRE

Saudi Arabia’s tale of generosity began
with palm trees”
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$368 million in
aid have been
given to the
Palestinians
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once. It is worth
mentioning that
Majid Al-Thubaiti
was ranked one of
the most important
fencers in the world
after winning the
Asian championship;
he was ranked among
the 16 top fencers
around the world.

A world champion

in fencing was
Mohammed Khaddam
Al-Jizani of the Shield
Club in Dawadmi.
The international
referee Sami Al-

Bakr was chosen by
the International
Federation for
Arbitration and
Management of the
2004 World Cup in
Bulgaria.

Finally, it is necessary
to say that fencing is
not always represented
in terms of self-
defense, fighting or
violence. It is sport

of the nobility and
promotes physical
fitness, intellect

and promptitude. It
also promotes self-
confidence and self-
control and that’s why
it is used in sports and
arts and not restricted
to battles and wars. m
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remain on the fencing
strip at all times.
The strip must be 14
meters long and 1.5
meters wide.

Because the
actions are so fast in
competition, judges
would have a tough
time scoring the
competitors’ hits. So
to make the scoring
fair, most competitions
use electric scoring
machines to detect
touches.

Fencing in Saudi
Arabia and the
Arab world

There is no doubt
that Arabs are
synonymous with
sword and dueling;
they are one of the
first peoples that
have excelled in the
arts of fencing. The
sword has more than
300 names in Arabic
language such as
Al-Hossam, Al-
Mohannad, Mufleh,
Wagqei, Murhaf,
Ibrique, Azwad, Salit,
Aglaf and Bater.

The weapon and its

Loy Jgasoll owilgilly
83)ledl alod wl (sl

oSJg gVl well V|

sl <Ldgl Il ¢35, Liell
oanVl

Sl Vo ple 9
cclwVl s OV s
elall Lo oVl azeunll
legiao VLS Cus> . Saya=dl
Ol V] > aSis oo
Aol aziwl lgad; (u)lioll
sl zlesVls aize Jad

ol osJl bl plazeil
28> Ol Gwyb @zl
wig s ,SI LCIWIREX
0id Jadg axgll JSid
SST OS2l Gzl @yl
0,29 AwMoaw

Lpinilgd9 6,)loll glgil
wlol,) Gw S bzl e
P 3 el

anl,) 98 dcgino dselwl
@,p-al Sy 85,loll
w98 lolazeiwl ,iSVlg
oo gl Gl

JoV Gl &l canaail
ooVl LlVI (] 850
8,95 89 Qoo Aoay

sl (s 1A Ll
AR TA W ENETPN'S
Liogs s> el b3 o
aoyd pais pl il Jis
9 V| wlowd) as,liwll

merits are mentioned
in nearly all Arabic
poems and Islam has
encouraged men to
practice archery and
sword fighting.

Many Arab
countries have taken
care to preserve this
heritage of fencing
such as Egypt, Jordan,
UAE, Kuwait, Tunisia,
Lebanon and Saudi
Arabia. In Saudi
Arabia, fencing was
first practiced by
the students of King
Fahd University
of Petroleum and
Minerals in Dhahran
in 1974. The Kingdom
has achieved many
successes at Asian-
level competitions in
addition to victories
over other Arab
countries more than 5

The swing
sword allows
the opponent
to beat the
opponent with
all parts of

the blade and
allows touching
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A fencer must touch
his opponent in an
approved target zone of
the body to register a
point, with the target
changing depending on
the weapon used.

Foil is a light
thrusting weapon with
a maximum weight of
500 grams. The foil
blade is no more than
90 cm in length with a
blunted (or foiled) tip.
The maximum length of
the assembled weapon
is 110 cm and the valid
target is restricted
to the torso; double
touches are not allowed.
Epée is a thrusting
weapon like the foil
but heavier, with a
maximum total weight
of 775 grams. The épée
has a three-sided blade,
in contrast to the foil
which is rectangular in
cross section; the valid
target area covers the
entire body and double
touches are allowed.
Sabre is a light cutting
and thrusting weapon
with a maximum legal
weight of 500 grams.
The cross-section of
the sabre blade is L
or V-shaped and adult
blades are 88 cm in
length. The valid target
area includes almost
everything above the
waist (excluding the
back of the head and
the hands) and double
touches are not allowed.

The foil was, at first,
the only weapon used
by women until the
1996 Games in Atlanta,
when women’s epee was

introduced. Women’s

sabre appeared for

the first time on the

Olympic program in

Athens in 2004.
Depending on the

manner of competition,

bouts may last five

touches with a time

limit of three minutes

or 15 touches and

a time limit of nine

minutes, according

to the rules of the US

Fencing Association.

Fencers compete on

a long, narrow strip

of material and must »
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The game
rules do not
differ from the
principles of
using Arab
swords
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part of the sport as the
sword itself.

The mask that
distinguished modern
fencers was not invented
until the latter half of
the 18th century. In
1750, the French fencing
master Nicolas B. Texier
La Boéssiére invented
the first wire-mesh
fencing mask. In order
to prevent wounds to the
face, a French physician
recommended that
fencing masks should be
shaped like a boat’s hull,
as they are now, rather
than being frontally
rounded.

“In this circumstance,
there is a much greater
chance that a foil’s
tip will never hit
perpendicularly on the
mask, such that it can
divert tangentially,” he
said.

Types and rules of
fencing
Fencing was included

The women’s
fencing
competition
entered the
Olympic Games
in 1924 in Paris

for the first time at
the 1896 Olympic
Games in Athens, and
has remained on the
Olympic program since
then. The women’s
fencing competition
entered the Olympic

Games in 1924 in Paris.

There are three forms
of modern fencing and
each uses a different
kind of weapon and
has different rules. The
three types are: foil,
epée, and sabre. Each
fencer attempts to
touch the other with
the tip of his sword to

score touches, or points. -
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while swordplay has
been practiced for
thousands of years,
modern day fencing
began as a form of
military training. It
did not become a sport
until around the 15th
century; it has since
gained respect and
later became one of the
customs of armies and
royal ceremonies before
eventually being chosen
to join the Olympic
Games as an official
sport.

Competition
between Italy and
Germany

Both Italy and
Germany lay claim to
the origin of fencing
with German fencing
masters organizing
the first guilds in

the 15th century, the
most notable being
the Marxbruder of
Frankfurt formed in
1478.

Three innovations
in the 17th and 18th
centuries contributed
to the popularity of
fencing as a sport: the
“foil” that was a weapon
with a flattened tip; a
set of rules governing

45 rlynqs

the target area; and
the wire-mesh mask.
Together, these
developments ensured
the safety of fencing’s
participants.

Some may wonder
why fencing uniforms
are white. During the
16th century, duels
were fought to the
point where blood was
spilled. Once a fencer
bled from a hit, the
duel was over and
a winner would be
declared. Since blood
would show up on white
immediately, it was
the logical choice of
color. When the sport
stopped dueling to
first blood, the white
uniform continued to
be useful. Fencing is
very rapid — in fact, the
first thing you’ll read
on many fencing sites
is that “the tip of the
fencing weapon is the
second fastest moving
object in sport; the
first is the marksman’s
bullet.” Before the
advent of electronic
scoring equipment,
judges needed a way to
“see” the hits or touches
of the weapon or blade.
To assist the judges,

the tips of the weapon
bore a wad of cotton
soaked in ink. When
a fencer made contact
with his/her opponent,
the mark would show
up quite well on the
white uniform.

Today, the white
uniforms are no longer
a necessity thanks
to electronic sensor
equipment and modern
day fashion. However,
these choices serve as
a powerful reminder of
the centuries of history
and evolution behind
the sport. Indeed, the
fashion is as much a

Joi oo Upell
Jolg wagul
8jjuadl ygis
The Arabs

are talented
swordfighters
and masters of
fencing.
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SKILL, SPEED AND COURAGE

If we discuss sports in general, we can often conclude that they were a form

of well-being and entertainment developed by man. Sports built on fun and
entertainment like football helped alleviate the boredom of sailors, for example.
Therefore, we can also say that combat sports in general were simply an evolution

People are
inherently
motivated by challenges
and difficulties and
always trying to push
themselves to the limit,
so they usually exceed
expectations and break
records. They constantly
challenge themselves

to discover, invent and
innovate. These are
qualities used in the
development of fencing,
which went through
several innovations
until it became the
artistic sport we know
today.

Fencing...an old
sport

Since men always
prided themselves on
their strength and
determination, dueling
emerged as an outlet

of the human instinct to survive.

for male members

of a tribe to show off
and boast. According
to “The Story of
Civilization” written
by Will Durant, the
history of the duel
dates back 4,000 years
when it was practiced
in ancient Egypt,
China, India and
Greece.

It is worth
mentioning that the
first two weapons used
by humans were the
axe and the spear, with
the former cutting and
latter penetrating.

The first challenge

was to combine these
two characteristics
into one weapon and
hence the sword was
manufactured. During
the 17th century, duels
were mostly fought with

double-edged swords.
In the late 18th century
in England, they

were more commonly
contested using

pistols. Fencing and
pistol duels continued
to co-exist throughout
the 19th century and -+
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The Kingdom
has recorded
several notable
achievements
in Asian,

Arab and
international
tournaments
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personal requirements
as well as the nature of
work and salary.

After candidates pass
the training period, are
they able to start their
duties or are there other
stages to pass?

- After the training
period, successful
candidates are able to
work for flynas, but they
are still held to some
degree of accountability.
A new flight attendant
is subject to periodic
evaluations by the
supervisor of the

plane during the first
three months of work.
If a flight attendant
demonstrates they need
further development

in the training stage
they are given two
chances at most on each
test. If they fail, they
cannot continue to the
schooling and training
stages.

Faisal bin
Mohammed
Al-Ailawi

Director of Air
Services, Jeddah

What are the admission
stages flynas follows
when recruiting new
members?

- In the beginning,

the operational needs
are identified by
communicating with
the Human Resources
Department, and

then by announcing
vacancies through social
media or newspapers.
Upon completion of
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the application period,
applicants are contacted
for an initial interview;
the candidates are
then selected based on
whether they meet the
main requirements.

At a later stage, the
number of shortlisted
applicants will be
determined and each
group will be asked on
a given day to undergo
tests to assess their
personal abilities and
skills.

How often does flynas
advertise vacancies?
This is done on a
regular basis according
to our actual needs.
Currently flynas

is seeking further
expansion and this will
require the recruitment
of new talents on

our aircraft. This is

a continuous process
throughout the year.
What are the
advantages of working
with flynas?

- flynas is growing its
investment significantly
in the Saudi market
and the company’s
expansion vision is
overwhelming. This
means that employees
of the company can
enjoy a promising
career financially and in
terms of development.
Anyone who wants
career development and
has the ambition must
also have the desire

to join our operational
staff. flynas offers its
employees significant
financial and personal
advantages. m
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Language skills
and fitness

are important
criteria that
must be met.
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attendants.

We spoke to members
of the committee to
find out more about the
selection process.

Iman
Mohamed
Youssef

Director of Hospitality
and Air Services, Head

of the Flight Attendant
Selection Committee

When does flynas
announce vacancies?

- Vacancies for a

new batch of flight
attendants are
advertised on a regular
basis in line with
flynas’ expansion. Such
increases in operations
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means we need to
increase our on-board
crews accordingly.
Each increase in the
number of aircraft is
followed by an increase
in the number of flight
attendants.

The ratio of males
to females is on
average 25:75 across
all airlines. At flynas
we aim to achieve a
ratio of 40:60 in 2018
and a 50:50 ratio the
following year. We found
that young Saudis are
willing to work as flight
attendants.
What is the Saudization
rate among flight
attendants at flynas?
- The current
Saudization rate is
around 25 percent.

Saudi males solely
account for this

figure due to the

lack of availability of
Saudi females in this
profession. In addition,
the current batch

of vacancies is only
available to Saudis,
with 1,850 nationals
applying in Jeddah and
the Kingdom’s capital
Riyadh.

What are the criteria
for selecting a flight
attendant?

- One of the most
important conditions
that must be met
according to the latest
announcement is that

candidates must be
aged between 22 and
30. If an applicant has
previous experience in
the field of aviation he
or she may be eligible
for selection if aged
between 32 and 33.
Candidates’ height
must not be less than
168 cm and they must
be of a suitable weight
for their height. Their
English must be good,
especially as the
subjects in all airlines
courses are in English.
They must demonstrate
full medical fitness in
line with accredited
bodies and also be able
to swim.
Will flynas take the
initiative and announce
job vacancies for Saudi
female flight attendants
in line with the ongoing
social development
currently taking place
in the Kingdom?
- This may happen later.
flynas is distinguished
in terms of its schedules
and preparations. We
can arrange flights
only in the morning,
especially since many
Saudi women travel
with their children. The
presence of Saudi flight
attendants may be very
acceptable to foreign
cultures, but we need
to respect customs and
traditions while helping
Saudi women meet
their needs without
hesitation.
flynas has announced
the launch of a number
of new Airbus A320neo
aircraft by 2018. Will

this lead to new flight
attendants?
- No doubt there will
be an increase in
the number of flight
attendants and new
job opportunities for
Saudi youths. If we
say we currently have
600 attendants on
our aircraft, the new
deal will probably
double that number
in the years to come.
This means new job
opportunities for
Saudis.
What is the next
stage after candidates
complete their tests and
a new batch is selected
to work on board flynas
aircraft?
- Successful candidates
will be admitted to an
eight-week course, with
lectures in more than
10 subjects including
security, safety, public
services and relations
all in English, followed
by a practical training
course on board aircraft.
At this time flynas
provides accommodation
and training not only
for the new flight
attendants, but for
all crews. This is
especially the case since
flynas holds frequent
training courses to
increase skills and
provide our team with
new experiences. We
are proud to be one
of the best companies
that offer accredited
training courses from
the General Authority
of Civil Aviation
in accordance with

international standards
for our staff so that our
flight attendants are
fully qualified.

What is a flight
attendant’s career
development path?

- Compared to other
airlines, at flynas we
offer clear and defined
career progression
paths. When an
attendant demonstrates
efficiency and excellence
he or she has a chance
to serve as a supervisor
of on-board cabin crew
within a relatively
short period compared
to other companies.

At flynas, due to the
rapid expansion of our
network, promotions are
usually offered within
two years.

Safa
Al-Touati

Supervisor,
Recruitment and
Events

What are the stages
Saudis must follow in
order to apply for flight
attendant vacancies?

- Applicants applying
for these jobs must
submit their documents
personally to the
company’s offices in
Jeddah and Riyadh

or through the flynas
website. After that,

we will contact the
applicant via email or
phone to inform him or
her of a test date.

In time, we provide
briefs on flynas and

the job’s technical and &
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Accredited
training
courses are
conducted in
accordance
with
international
standards to
qualify flight
attendants.
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FLYNAS ON-BOARD

HOSTS - DEMONSTRATIN
FITNESS, CULTURE AND
STYLE

When you step through the door of a flynas aircraft, you are greeted with a
smile by a highly professional and courteous cabin crew. In fact, you can be
sure that our hosts have gone through several stringent training programs and

passed many tests before they can work on board our planes. e

hat is because able to speak different are selected to join our
theirs is a languages fluently. on-board staff.
profession requiring flynas adheres to Recently, flynas hired
special qualities such world-class standards a new batch of flight
as cultural awareness, when it comes to attendants in adherence
a certain level of fitness hospitality, so candidates  to strict educational and
and first aid knowledge must pass successfully personal requirements

in addition to being many tests before they in order to ensure that

passengers receive the
best possible on-board
experience.

flynas magazine
shadowed the
selection committee
as it completed the
hiring process. The
committee consisted of
Iman Yousef, director
of hospitality and air
services team; Safa
Al-Touati, supervisor
for recruitment and

events; Captain Talal
Madani, supervisor for
the flight attendants’
performance; and
Captain Khalid Al-
Harbi, on-board team
supervisor.

It was not easy for the
committee to choose 20
successful candidates
from around 1850 Saudi
male applicants in order
to provide passengers

with the very best flight &
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“FLYNAS ADHERES TO WORLD-
CLASS STANDARDS WHEN IT COMES
TO HOSPITALITY, SO CANDIDATES
MUST PASS SUCCESSFULLY MANY

TESTS”

flynascom | s2



CREATIVE

that they ate food and
walked in the markets.
And we have made some
of you [people] as trial
for others - will you have
patience? And ever is
your Lord, seeing.”

Reviving a market
that honors the
memory of olden
poets
Souk Okaz was always
on the minds of old and
modern poets; the poet
Hafez Ibrahim used
the old market as an
example when he took
over responsibility of the
Library of Egypt. Today,
after many years, Prince
Khaled Al-Faisal took
the initiative to revive
Souk Okaz again and
to preserve its old ideas
and heritage.

Today, the significance
of Souk Okaz lies in
it being a hotspot for
poetry, art, and history;

ss | fiynas

“Today, the
significance

of Souk Okaz
lies in it being
a hotspot for
poetry, art, and
history.

a destination for well-
cultured people and
those fascinated with
literature and culture. It
is also an opportunity to
appreciate its cognitive
and cultural value
through seminars,
lectures and events.
Souk Okaz revives the
glories and authentic
heritage of Arabs and
also displays the poems
maintained in the
Diwan. It celebrates
poetry and honors poets,
further emphasizing the
link between past and
present. m
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Souk Okaz is

a market for
Arabic poetry
and a gathering
of cultures and
civilizations
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against other poets.

Okaz also sharpened
the Arabic language.
Imagine a poet of
incredible stature such
as Hassan bin Thabit
standing one day to
boast his people: “We
have the bowls that
glorify in the morning...
and our swords allow
blood to fall in drops
because we help victims
of injustice.”

Al-Khansaa was among
those present listening to
Hassan and she stood up
with this response: “You
have weakened your
pride and diminished it
in seven places!”

Hassan ibn Thabit
heard and did
not respond. This
demonstrated Souk
Okaz’s role in refining
the Arabic language so
it was considered to be a
forum and incubator for
the poets.

Al-Nabighah al-
Dhubiyant was also one
of the prominent names
in Souk Okaz; he had
headed the market of
Okaz. Al-Asma‘i said: “A
red dome of

adam was installed
in Souk Okaz for Al-
Nabighah where poets
would come to him and
show him their poems.”

If we walked through
the corridors of this
historic market, we
would find many
scenes that confirmed
its greatness: Qis bin
Saai’dah making a
speech, Khalid bin
Arta’a Al-Kalbi being
followed by his tribe as
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he prepared to compete
with Jarir ibn Abdullah
Al Bajali, and tribesmen
extending their legs and
reciting the following
poetry: “Whoever
considers himself as the
most cherished man, can
come cut my leg!”

A forum and a
center for inviting
others to Islam

One day before the
mission of Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh), Qis
bin Saai’dah Al-Ayyadee,
who was known as

the wisest of Arabs,
made the following
speech in Souk Okaz:

“O people listen and
understand! He who
lived died, he who died
lost his opportunity, and
everything that death is
approaching will surely
come. The night is dark,

uody 0dlay pils
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Souk Okaz is a
self-contained

entity where a

poetry arena is
set up to judge
poets.
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the day is bright, the sky
is full of constellations,
the stars twinkle, the
seas swell. Indeed in
the sky is news and on
the earth a lesson. Do
people think they will
go and never come back,
are they pleased with
their graves that they
have decided to stay?
Where are the tyrant
Pharoahs of the past?
Were they not richer and
lived longer than you?
Time ground them in her
embrace, as her eternity
ground them to dust.”

Among the people
gathered around Qis
was the boy Muhammad
(pbuh). Forty years on,
Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) met with the
delegation of Ayyad
who were also people of
Qis bin Saai’dah. The
delegation had come
to pledge allegiance to
Islam.

The Prophet (pbuh)

seems like I'm looking at
Qis bin Saai’dah in Souk
Okaz riding on his camel
and speaking beautiful
words which I don’t
remember.”

A member of the
delegation responded
that he had memorized
the words and recited
them.

When he finished, the
Prophet (pbuh) said:
“May Allah have mercy
upon Qis, and I hope
Allah will resurrect him
as a leader on the Day of
Resurrection.”

When the divine
command came to invite

people to Islam publicly,
the Prophet (pbuh) used
to go to Souk Okaz near
Taif to receive tribes
and invite them to the
religion.

In his book “Messenger
of Allah and the Seal of
the Prophets - Religion
and State”, professor
of the prophetic
biography at Imam
Muhammad bin Saud

“Al-Khansaa
was among
those present
listening to
Hassan and
she stood up in
response.
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This forum
settles
disputes and
hostilities
and pardons
captives.

Islamic University in
Riyadh, Dr. Abdul Aziz
bin Ibrahim al-Omari,
said: “The Messenger
of Allah (pbuh) was

a frequent visitor of
those markets before
and after the mission,
and the disbelievers of
Quraish tried to malign
him as stated in Surat
al-Furqgan: ‘And they say,
‘What is this messenger
that eats food and walks
in the markets? Why
was there not sent down
to him an angel so he
would be with him?”
The Holy Quran replied
to them: ‘And we did
not send before you, [O
Muhammad], any of

the messengers except &

Logs (s> Wg,dllg it
Gl bsle] 6)9)2: wJl
gzl o (ol o9

RYEVY

6 u5S Uleo aJ puwl
dGobe e Jui Lpls
Quooui Jg> (suleodl walizs

owimWl s=cl b blse
blse 909 LVl Jal
3] cls wsell Jils oV
a8 >l lpowgo wpa>
)l las) ppas Se.$
195lSg «8,>lanll audsy sl

pda>] bSed vexlxi

ol laSe ax=l aoas

Wiy o ] Judo (g5

I3] UsSs5 pgall laSe ¢po
P90l (58 lg,kai lgauzs
bKe 9 ugeoizy 19518 oS
Ppigsb 9 Hhailly sl

8,9lallg @sleol] ausd

il oS S,V sladg
kg colaslesdl 4

oo tloSzdl olol pllaoll
oS (i8] puod (s
oS8 (8,5 lenll aud wolS
Jsiad awd 55l el
298 sle Sodl 5| [l
SUasVI o] eaali) aiogaw
placls &ilso lpwail gais
buly wasd — aas w,ell
seo BB logwd lpyesls
Ol ol Tylyo a5, sl

u 2ad s (9 Lpsoble

poig sl v ga
clxdg

. blse (e bl s 13]
oIVl goily gl oLSs
pds .. aiiii blse Uacly
Caals il 03] i

Joz V bSe Ggw 59
e &lof gaogi Ly 2l
VoS Sl Bgdl Ganss
U39 oo oy o0 Lle
powgall &lps (s> Oslodg
PMdl (sle TSt s
BB (OlizabVlg ooVlg
gausiy LS B aio 2y

Flynascom | se



Qol> tobloun | adyi | 8,51 JU8

wdl ol olail  gloawV
o Lsgl clindg gy Lozl s sl
oldymnll Lilsdlen o d_cgoxo
opblis yaxi sde plogw oW
Aaazio wl>Me plaziwl opldiig

1Y celebll Jglisy ol (3 leiy Loicy
199y & zeiialld dols zuoly el ass ol
Vg Sloll glgil (o dswly ol L
&Ll saliolly pclaodl oo Tea
sLpuly asollell &Vs Slall wlpidoi
s il @yl oVg Sladl sl

oligSall 35> plaziwl Lpsuns

P9l oLl didaS ez ,5U
luyMs alile allbe slasy giosuwls

P.O Box 2423 - Al Khobar 31952
Half Moon Beach

oo dz_wly &_cgoxo gxiioll ;89
ezl wuog sl Jie asloll ool
W)lgall S 9 wMaalL LMl (sSw
vl 930 pgiy LoS casy, il
&>, b Jisl L) vg ol
s iodl slodl ez Lo pls) & sino
aslol JLabVl a s> &=iioll p_aug
a>lw yog>9 ailo wlad>; WM
095 ol & ihrio piai Logd JLablW
Llog graill alilall aglgpll wlad>3l
Ngiw do,ull obbodly wlge (sivall
il o olelw bV Lpsaa>

Zr—odlg

oL.Jlgp CL_.:U_L> T__,a.;l & =il payg
oo a=il) &cgazxo - 8, 2an )9 4bg
V2l daJl g ol o SUslguzell
gliniwVl S - 5y wlilgusg
9 yizeall Ligyao @69, Juzdl g Sy
gyl asll ads b yyo (58
Aspadg Aoy, laiul (] A8LoY
JST aLd,ily ad_il) oo S,
opiSowd Ol Lol.ablel sl,_sl

AT DANA BAY

Ps Jao> pdle | S-ddail

ado, csblomny asil) Gila>

slas) aslo r.l_.‘.i))' olog sloaw
aail, aLdile all

le &l esblog g mio g
a8, ! dsbioll il s s sbli
ol éusge il duyall &Slondl oo
Siigdo 0 &)Ll a8,8> 08 A2y
—> 0 & 8,85 + Vg (il plol
1516 TSM_o g =0l yuizg apd ol
il & ol abladl JLall (s
oo ple (sd el ililag by >

sl Wy 2, ol

ool puai (sl gxiindl JHS S
2 osde 8yl =l ke dols
Lol csbolg il (o LB Wlg_las
> el adzdl ooy sLasl
&-9L0dl o ds_wly & cgozo &, s
ad,idly aolylly 2yl Jloweg
&) dcgiially a8l pclhaally

a5l 5|, sl

EDITORAL AD ST VMl

spears and authentic
horses. Camels loaded
with the best goods
were seen, and they
also returned loaded
with other goods due to
the intense marketing
and bartering that took
place.

Okaz was a self-
sustaining human
community. In his
book “Secrets of the
Market” Sa’id al-
Afghani, one of the
20th century’s leading
scholars in Arabic
language and literature,
said: “In Souk Okaz,
whoever committed
an outrageous error
that contravened the
gallantry of Arabs was
shunned and defamed.
Whoever wanted to join
someone to his ancestry
made the announcement
(at Souk Okaz). And
whoever wanted to
disassociate himself from
a relative, he announced
that publicly, so if this
relative committed a
crime or treachery, the
announcer would be
guilt-free from what his
relative had done. On
the other hand, if a title
was given to a person in
Okaz, he would become
known by this title. For
example, the man who
killed Abu Rabia bin
Al-Mughira of Quraysh
using two spears became
known as the ‘Owner of
Two Spears’.”

Fellow historian
Al-Marzooqi said:

“Some events happened
exclusively at Souk Okaz;
the king of Yemen would

“Okaz

was a self-
sustaining
human
community.

send an outstanding
sword and excellent
horse and the messenger

would stand up shouting:

‘These are for the most
cherished man.”’ Through
this action, the king
wanted to know who

the most honorable man
was so he could issue an
order to meet with him
and favor him.”

The assembly of
poetry competitors
Poetry thrived in Souk
Okaz and Souk Okaz
thrived through the
poems of poets; Okaz
was a center for testing
poets and disseminate
their work. Through
Okaz the Mu’allagat had
emerged (a group of
seven long Arabic poems
that are considered the
best work of the pre-
Islamic era). Through
poetry, Imru’ Al-Qais
cried about the ruins

of Unaizah and her
home, Amr bin Kulthum
Al-Taghlibi threatened
the King of Alhira Amr
bin Hend that he would
deliver the banners
white and return them
red, and Al-Harith bin
Hilliza Al-Yashkurl
complained about the
departure of Asma. In

Okaz each poet competed —»
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Poetry thrived
in Okaz, which
was also

the subject

of poems

and poets’
discussions.
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CREATIVE

books tell us that it

was 190 AH when the
Kharijites accompanied
Al-Mukhtar ibn Auf
Al-Azadi Al-Abadi from
Makkah and looted Souk
Okaz, so people were
subsequently afraid to
visit it. Thus, Souk Okaz
has been abandoned for
all these years until now.

A name with many
meanings, all of
which indicate its
greatness

There are many different
meanings to the name
“Okaz”. In Arabic, the
word means talking
with excessive pride and
self-satisfaction about
one’s achievements,
possessions, or abilities.
Souk Okaz got its name
from what the Arabs
used to do there — they
bragged about their
own achievements

and ancestors. They
challenged each other to
see who could compose
the best Arabic poems;
they boasted about the
achievements of their
tribes. Souk Okaz was
more than a market, it
was an important center
where Arabs would
meet to formalize tribal
rules, settle disputes,
pass judgments, make
agreements, announce
treaties and truces, hold
sporting competitions
and races, poetry
competitions, and
religious gatherings.
The poet represented
the individual tribe’s
prestige and importance,
and Souk Okaz was an
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ancient economic and
cultural meeting hub
for intellectuals and
influencers.

Selling, buying and
composing poems
In Souk Okaz no one
bore arms; weapons
were left with the head
of the market (who

was often from Bani
Tamim and Quraish

or Hawazin) until the
end of the season in
order to emphasize
peace, security and
reassurance. The market
was a large theater room
for many events in the
pre-Islamic era; it wasn’t
a gathering of poets only,
but it was a place for
political, social, religious
and literary activities.
Okaz showcased the

linguistic dominance

of the Quraish’s Arabic
dialect and unity of

the Arab countries. It
was also a place where
disputes were resolved
by notable mediators
such as Al-Aqgra bin
Habis from Tamim and
Abdullah bin Jadan, who
was a famous head of the
market and known as the
“Wisest of the Arabs”.

It was also a place
where litigation was
resolved. Among the
most famous judges were
Aktham, Hakim of Arabs
who was considered the
embodiment of integrity,
goodness and wisdom;
Amer bin Al-Thurb from
Bani Adwan; Hajeb bin
Zarara; Abdul Muttalib;
Abu Talib, Al-Alaa
bin Haritha from Bani
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Souk Okaz

was where

the Prophet
Muhammad
(peace be upon
him) called
visiting Arab
tribes to accept
Islam
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In Arabic, “Okaz”
means talking
with excessive
pride and self-
satisfaction
about one’s
achievements.

Quraysh; and Rabiah
Huthar from Bani Asad.

Within Souk Okaz,
the warmth of meetings
between the tribes was
evident; the Yemeni,
Iraqi, Omani, Shami
people met with Najdi
and Hijazi people. In
addition, goods coming
from Iraq, Hajr, Basra,
Aden, and Levant were
displayed that included
garments, adam (very
white camel skin), types
of perfume, weapons,
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Okaz has
contributed
to sharpening
and reshaping
the Arabic
language.
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He said: “Is there
anyone who can
convey a message from
me to Hassan that will
spread to Souk Okaz?”

Hassan ibn Thabit
replied with a poem: “I
will publish words to you
that will disseminate
among people starting
from Souk Okaz.”

There are people who
may feel they know
everything about this
most famous Arab
market called Souk
Okaz. However, flynas
will try to highlight
hidden facts about Souk
Okaz, which has been
held in Saudi Arabia
for a number of years
after an absence of 12
centuries.

Yes, Souk Okaz has
returned to the same
place and for the same
purpose: to showcase
Arab poetry exclusively
performed by Arab
poets. It was revived
as a heritage initiative
and supervised by HRH
Prince Khaled Al-Faisal,
Governor of Makkah.

A conference where
Arabs met

For nearly 250 years,
Souk Okaz was a
seasonal market that
operated for 20 days
each year during the
month of Dhu Al-Qi’dah
before visitors moved

to another market near
Makkah called Souk
Majannah where they
spent the last 10 days of
that month. After that,
people moved to Souk
Dhu al-Majaz where
they spent the first eight

“Yes, Souk
Okaz has
returned to the
same place and
for the same
purpose.

days of the month Dhu
Al-Hijja before going on
to perform Hayjj.

The first residents of
Souk Okaz were the
tribes of Adwan and
Hawazin; Okaz was the
largest of the three Arab
markets as well the most
famous and ranked the
highest among the poets.

There were various
and conflicting theories
regarding the date Souk
Okaz was launched;
some historians
mentioned that Okaz
became a market around
585 AD. However, the
story of a woman who
sold ghee in Okaz and
married the prominent
Quraish tribesman Abd
Shams appear to refute
this opinion. In addition,
other confirmed accounts
say the Taghlib tribe
leader Amr ibn Kulthum
recited a poem in Souk
Okaz in 500 AD and
that 10 successive judges
had a mandate in this
famous old market before
Islam was founded. Some
historians agree with
the view that the market
started operating 60
years before the birth
of the Prophet (peace
be upon him), which
corresponds to 511 AD.
As to when Souk Okaz
came to an end, history -
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Souk Okaz has
found a place
in ancient and
modern poetry
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the top of the mountain,
from which the spring
of Eziba flows down
towards the Jezzine
Valley.

Chawwan Paradise
for walkers and
swimmers:

There are many names
for the gardens in
Lebanon. The late
Lebanese singer,
songwriter, composer
and actor Wadih Al-Safi
(2013-1921) was not
mistaken when he sang:
“Gardens are spread

as far as the eyes could
reach, without feeling
satiation.”

Chawwan Paradise
on the banks of the
Abraham River (also
known as Adonis River)
is one of the most
beautiful natural spots
in Lebanon. Green
yards meet with the
Abraham River and on
the banks of the river
camping enthusiasts
gather to set up their
tents there and picnic
among trees and water.

The
Abraham River has
a very significant
cultural value; it has a
very large collection of
monuments on its banks
from the Afqa Grotto
to Kou’almashnaqa
and Yahshoush. Travel
downstream and you will
find the Roman Bridge
and Zubaida arcades
where water used to be
drawn.

The river is
characterized by
natural riches along
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the course and runs
through the valley
separating the region
of Byblos onwards to
Qadaa Keserwan. In
the Chawwan Paradise
you will spend hours
of recreation and
entertainment in a
location where you can
go hiking on one hand
and swim on the other.
Every time you feel
the heat of the warm
weather overwhelming
you, take a dip in the
cool and delightful
water.

What we have covered
here is just the tip of the
iceberg. Other notable
places include Al Hamra
and Raouche to Jbeil to
Amchit, Broumana and
Jardin D’amour to Aley
and Sofer. Yes, every
town or road in Lebanon
is a tourist spot in itself,
just like every Lebanese
person is an artist.

This ensures Lebanon
maintains its reputation
as the lighthouse of
tourism in the Middle
East with its hospitable
people and attractive
dialect. m
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Lebanon is the
largest treasure
trove of
archaeological
sites.
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from north to south,
allows recreational
and entertainment
enthusiasts to enjoy
nature reserves, lakes,
caves, mountains,
beaches and valleys.
Here are the various
activities that a visitor
can do in the open air
and under the Lebanese
sunshine:
Swimming with sea
turtles: In the southern
city of Tyre is one of the
most beautiful beaches
in Lebanon. It is known
as the “Silver Beach”
due to the purity of
its sands and its long
coastline that runs for
many kilometers. This
beach is characterized
by its marine life and it
is possible to discover
another world through
guided tours to see
wildlife such as turtles
and explore natural
terrain such as caves.
Kayaking in
the Orontes (Al-
Asi) River: This river is
served by five waterfalls
and an eight-kilometer
stretch of water offering
non-stop kayaking.
Surrounding you is the
magnificent nature of
the Hermel Mountains,
which is a wonderful
destination for tourism
and water rafting.
Visitors can hire a
special rubber kayak
with all necessary
equipment and safety
requirements such
as special clothing,
helmets and life jackets
as well as lightweight
paddles. A team of two

to seven participants

can navigate this boat
under the guidance of

an experienced coach

for only 25$ per person

— a reasonable price
compared to America and
Europe.

Mountain climbing in
the town of Bacassin: Go
south to enjoy mountain
climbing and hiking
along the pine forest
trails in the town of
Bacassin. Visitors are
guided down designated
trails through the
forest and can learn
tree, mountain and
wall climbing as well
as mountain biking.
Children under eight
are taught how to cycle
through a partnership
with specialists
Bike Generation. All
activities are available
at the Forest House in
Bacassin. The zipline
site is the first of its
kind in Jezzine and the
second in Lebanon after
a similar site was opened
in the town of Hammana
in Chouf. As you speed
down the zipline you
can enjoy spectacular
views of the Lebanese
nature, including those
of mountains and valleys.
Visitors will start from
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A country of
mountains and
forests of cedar
trees and one
of the Earth’s
paradises.
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described as one of
paradises on earth;

it is the country of
mountains, forests,

trees and cedar trees.
Therefore, you must visit
the forests of cedar trees
that became the official
symbol of Lebanon

and are depicted on

the country’s flag. A
cedar tree has a very
long lifespan; it can
survive for more than
3,000 years. Cedar trees
have a historical and
religious importance,

as Phoenicians used to
cut their timber to build
their ships and temples.
The forests are tourist
destinations frequented
by many winter tourists
for skiing. The Forest of
the Cedars of God (Horsh
Arz el-Rab) has been
listed by UNESCO since
1998 and is now a nature
reserve.

A hasty tourist might
omit the Lebanese
mountain trail, but
walking on it is truly a
unique experience. You
feel that you are part
of a beautiful natural
plateau. It runs from
Andget-El Qobayat in the
north to Marjaayoun in
the south. It passes
through more than 75
Lebanese villages, with
11 hostels and squares
in Hasroun and Matin
and three rest camps
located in Ain el Naasa
in Horsh Ehden, Arz
Al-Chouf and Jabba.
There is also a camping
site in Ain Dara, where
tourists can walk and
enjoy the natural beauty

of Lebanon through rural
villages, mountains and
valleys.

If you are a fan of
winter sports, you
should go directly to the
Lebanese village of Faria
located in the district
of Qadaa Keserwan
(district) to enjoy its
wonderful views and
skiing facilities. This
village is considered
among the most popular
tourism resorts in
Lebanon and abroad.

Events and
activities
Lebanon may be the
only Arab country where
visitors can drive one
end to the other within
a few hours. This allows
visitors to do many
activities during a single
visit such as swimming,
walking, mountaineering
and rock climbing.

The beautiful nature of
Lebanon, which is spread
throughout the country -
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You can enjoy
some of the
best attractive
natural
landscapes in
the world.
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Today we are heading
to a tried and tested
destination: Lebanon.

It is the jewel of the
Middle East in terms

of nature, history and
geography. It is where
unforgettable moments
can be witnessed. It is

a place where nature is
an art masterpiece that
leads visitors to a world
where everything is fine
and pristine.

It is in this country
that the alphabet was
born and spread and
historically important
castles were built. It
is a small and ancient
country where lovers of
history, beauty and art
congregate.

It is said: “If paradise
is in the earth, it is in
Lebanon, and if it is
in heaven, it is over
Lebanon, and if it is in
the earth, it is under the
layers of Lebanon’s soil.”

Thanks to its location
at the intersection of
Asia, Europe and Africa,
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Lebanon has been
formed from various
civilizations starting
with settlements of

the Stone Age, and the
Phoenician cities through
to Roman temples,
Mamluk mosques

and Ottoman baths.
Lebanese architectural
sites are akin to an
encyclopedia on the
history of the ancient
and modern worlds.
Visitors can also enjoy
various types of cultural
tourism, entertainment
and nature-related
activities.

History welcomes
you

Lebanon is characterized
by its archaeological sites
in all of its provinces.
Most notable is Baalbek
Castle, which has

been one of the most
important attractions in
Lebanon and the Arab
world where thousands
of tourists visit to be
educated on historical
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The country is
a prime tourist
destination
characterized
by its creative
and hospitable
people.

architecture dating back
to the Roman Empire.
The castle has been one
of the most important
temples of the Romans.
It also has Islamic
monuments dating back
to the Umayyad dynasty.
From Baalbek we
travel to Beirut where
we pass the cave of
Jeita, which is located
in the valley of the Dog
River. It is about 20 km
away from Beirut. It is
one of the most visited
attractions in Lebanon
and is known as the
“Jewel of Lebanese
Tourism”. The cave,
which has cavities,
narrow lanes and
structures formed by
nature and the leaking
lime water from the
Lebanese highlands,
consists of two caves.
The upper cave was
discovered in 1958 by
the Lebanese engineer
Ghassan Klink and
the second cave, the
Lower, discovered in the
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1830s by the orientalist
American William
Thompson. The cave
holds many events and
concerts for the world’s
most famous musicians.
Its visitors are able
to walk through the
-120meter tunnel. It is
an enjoyable adventure
and a must visit for
tourists.

History buffs
are bound to go
through the National
Museum of Beirut in the
center of the city, where
more than 1,300 pieces of
antiquities are exhibited.
It keeps almost 100,000
pieces in its vaults,
dating back to the
Roman, Greek, Islamic,
Mamluk, Iron Age,
Bronze and Prehistoric
Ages.

Beiteddine Palace,
in Chouf District of
the Mount Lebanon,
dates back to the end
of the 17th century,
and later became a
summer residence for
the President of the
Republic of Lebanon.
From there visitors

should move to Sour,
commonly known as
Tyre. It is the Phoenician
capital and home to the
first purple pigment
factory. It is also home
to many archaeological
sites mostly dating

back to the Roman era
such as Al-Bass, where
there is a large track

for horse and chariot
racing. Other UNESCO
World Heritage Sites in
Lebanon include Anjar
(listed in 1984), Baalbek
(1984), Byblos (1984),
and Ouadi Qadisha and
the Forest of the Cedars
of God (1998).

You have to stand on
Martyrs’ Square in the
center of Beirut, the
largest of its squares, to
understand the prestige
of history. It is where
an Ottoman governor
executed a group of
patriotic men, who in
turn became national
icons respected by all
Arabs.

A palette of nature
It is worth mentioning
that is Lebanon &
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Lebanonisa
destination
for lovers of
nature-based
sports such
as kayaking
and mountain
biking.
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the present and can be
found in many modern
buildings in Egypt,
Saudi Arabia and
Dubai.

A presence in
literature and
poetry

The mashrabiya has
occupied a large part
in many literary and
narrative works and
appeared in different
forms of popular culture
in Iraq such as stories
and poems. An example
would be a poem called
“The Shanashil of
Algalabi’s Daughter”
by the Iraqi poet Badr
Shaker Alsyyab. The
poet describes his lover,
Algabali’s Daughter,
coming into sight from
behind the Shanashil
or mashrabiya daily at
dawn. Along with the
expressed emotions in
the poem, there is a
reference to the status
of the lover’s family
because they own the
town’s biggest house
with its sophisticated
mashrabiyas.

The mashrabiya was
also mentioned in Ibn
Taghribirdi’s book “The
Bright Stars”: “In the
year 1440, a black wind
blew in Baghdad and
darkened the world. It
wrested the rowshans of
the Caliphate House.”

Al-Jabarti’s History
of Egypt (Aja’ib Al-
Athar Fi Al-Tarajim
Wal-Akhbar) says: “The
army looted the house
of the pasha and the
fire burned those great
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buildings, palaces,
councils, seats and
rowshans.”

Mashrabiya still
occupies a large
area of our past and
present. We can see it
in the streets of Cairo,
Damascus, Makkah and
the wider Hejaz region,
embracing the soul with
its beauty and art. It
can be found in many
high-rise buildings
in Gulf countries and
Cairo, distinguished by
its exquisite decor and
glimmer. m
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A genuine
Islamic art
that rose to
prominence in
the sixth Hijri
century.
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Historical sources in
the Syrian city of Homs
observed that many
colors were used to paint
mashrabiya, specifically
on the gate of Qasr Al-
Hayr Al-Sharqi (Eastern
al-Hayr Palace or the
“Eastern Castle”) built
by the Caliph Hisham
Ibn Abd Al-Malik in
the heart of the Syrian
desert near the ancient
city of Tadmor (Palmyra)
in 729 AH. This was
confirmed by the
orientalist Kizul, who
found many examples
of mashrabiya in Syria
that were duplicated
in French and English
palaces in the 14th
century. Kizul also
confirmed that the
idea of mashrabiya
in European military
architecture was taken
from the Shami forts of
that era.

A popular subject
of songs and poems
For centuries, the
mashrabiya stood
as a form of art that
told us about the fine
decorations of many
epochs until the ancient
Mamluk era, leaving
behind an original
heritage that has been
utilized in the Sultan
Hassan School of
Archeology, the Museum
of Islamic Art in Cairo,
Zeinab Khatoun’s house,
the alleys of Damascus,
and the streets of
ancient Homs.

Naguib Mahfouz’s
Cairo Trilogy (Palace
Walk, Palace of Desire

77 | F lynas

and Sugar Street) and
Thsan Abdel Quddous’
wonderful novel “The
Wife of Ahmed” depicts
the relationship between
the mashrabiya and

the woman sitting
behind them. Mahfouz
described his female
protagonist as sitting
behind the mashrabiya
while waiting for the
return of Mr. Ahmed
Abdel-Jawad, so she was
always isolated. She saw
the world through the
narrow openings only.
In “The Wife of Ahmed”,
Abdel Quddous narrates:
“The girls were living
behind the mashrabiyas.
They were looking
through the holes of the
mashrabiya.”

The relationship
between women and
mashrabiya is also
discussed by this Aleppo
poem, which was later
immortalized in song by
the famous Arab artist
Fairuz:

O rawzana, rawzana

All the hardships are in it
What did the rawzana do?
God may reward it

O those who are going to
Aleppo

My love went with you

O grape carriers

There are apples under
the grapes

Everybody has his lover
going with him

But my lover has gone

A role in modernity
Architects have worked
on developing modern
versions of mashrabiya
using materials such

as wood, plastic and

MASHRABIYA
WINDOWS ARE
AN IMPORTANT
PART OF
ISLAMIC
ARCHITECTURE
AND ADORNS
FACADES OF
PALACES AND
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aluminum while
preserving its decorative
appeal. The search for
an aesthetic feature
that can still provide
an effective and natural
form of interior climate
control in the Arab
region prompted many
architects to turn to
mashrabiyas, especially
as they can regulate
the temperature of the
air moving between

the building and the
outside. As a result,
they can reduce energy
use by providing a
natural form of interior
cooling. In short,
modern mashrabiyas
combines the past with -

JS oo abg el sl
lpio MSeino il g lgol
log=i UsSo capnsi wleliy]
J;le5 aoll> s5,9 Blblg
N elinal & ymas Jisdl

A Il Uil wals
olS dac wg)d Hlaw sde
liy Tosls Tis &y ol
aoMaw)l §)losll @ su05
swasll wlp=lg @ 39
S,bay o Jsledls

g lpicluo (59 Ugad,=ll
O o] olusl s
Al >l oo Sl

SWJI Csle l9adg il
yan dols aolMwYl
dayac wlsg) wyplyg
9 Wl yuirel) dogw 0
lpoaw)9 ran oy WLS
9 puliall o sl

Jseadl aslglwl 6,20l
PELPIWR TN LT
Aolaiiong 8330 WL
$9,35 (sowid JSin
sedl @l (8485

9 ozl paslld
8,08 oo colS auyainoll
auell pluodl Ll
O30l s 3] aud,55ls
ol asls JISLwl 8)b
Wllga> o W
SLLSs 89000 sl s9.bog
bgh=ll asl,$ wllg
8o spli Loyl cap,ell
aadoll izl bys
wl,Se wleSe JSow e
| Bl oMydaiey
ol VS Cus [ Bguiimog

&y inodl o aleodl e5x)l

Llg; &o «wgladl 23]
oo el J;Ledl wlp=lg
.gwl.x.;yls ozl

o9l dopo ST plg
955 e rsd §)0.080
&siog o> Wl i
Ll lgelbiwl Jo guall
PYESWERPLY WA SN
£9 Wlasly auabgll
wailas G Usledl
2950 s pS=illy dsloYl
é\l}ﬂ J.o|9.c U9 :9.'0.“
oS8 lpmbaw (sde <lggll
Al beloYl LS wls
J=b sy adlo>
ool Wil olS Jjiall
Ol ol slyg Lo &us,
d=>Is sgall wlos BV
W L=l e auyinoll
opd oSoug bl sy
Sl JS @,

ulbell uls aslg
VAV| IST-TPN W1 |
JolVI” aslgo 59 Caxs
wols> oy Mausill
o9 " Wils &l piwoll
B39l i Bym il
Jbs 98 92)5 (g0l
w985 yc Sypadl ap ol
o il (sd au yuinoll

flynascom | 76



BRANDING « ADVERTISING

Distinct Features
Between the Genius
and the Ordinary

PUBLISHING

forgood

Advertising - Marketing

ANNUAL REPORTS

MARKETING

occupants without being
seen, preserving the
private interior without
depriving the occupants
of a vista of their
outside surroundings.
The wooden screen
with openable windows
provides shade and
protection from the

hot summer sun, while
allowing the cool air
from the street to flow
through.

In his book “The
Golden Fingers”, the
plastic artist Ezzedine
Najib described the
emission of light from
the openings of the
mashrabiya as such:
“It is an art in itself
known as the art of
playing light; in the
wooden balconies,
the light is the hero
of the visual scene
through the holes of
the mashrabiya, which
are made of all kinds
of wood. The light
composes musical
rhythms and forms

stars and shadows that
dally with fantasy and
arouse emotions.”

It draws the
attention of
travelers and
orientalists

For many centuries,

the mashrabiya was a
form of standalone art
in Islamic architecture;
it adorned the facades
of palaces and houses
and drew the attention
of orientalists and many
of the travelers who
came to the Islamic
countries, especially
Egypt. Many artists
such as Pierce Daven
and David Roberts
drew paintings of
mashrabiya, and many
writers wrote about
them. Edward William
Lynne talked about the
mashrabiya in his book,
saying: “The upper
rooms have windows
made of latticed wood
and project by a foot and
a half” »

Hrrrrhasereee |

%‘;hm‘:&
\*.'IIFII'"":[
N
;T,llr N |
tE B
NI
ST N
SCN( N
X[ A
ST
e
L Ic=E . P

W)Lhjg Ray v
8ivjig

Thisis an

art that tells
powerful
stories, with

its decorative
nature tied to
certain eras
and epochs.
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name that comes

from Saudi Arabian
culture that translates
into “Al-Shubbak” or
“window”. The first
theory behind the name
said that it was an
Arabic pronunciation
of the Farsi or Persian
name “rawzan” or
“rawzana”, which
means “aperture”.

The mashrabiya as an
Islamic architecture
element is encountered
in many regions or by
many cultures where
Islam is practiced.
Therefore and to
conclude, the literal
translation of the
several versions of

the name mashrabiya
appear to be directly
associated with

the functions or
purposes for which

the mashrabiya was
recognized; as a place
to cool the water jars,
overlook surroundings,
provide privacy, and

to manage climatic
conditions in the home.

Details and privacy
A mashrabiya is a

type of projecting oriel
window enclosed with
carved wood latticework
located on the second
floor of a building or
higher, often lined

with stained glass. It is
mostly used on the street
side of the building;
however, it may also

be used internally on

the sahn (courtyard)
side.

Carved screens
could be divided and
subdivided into smaller
and even smaller pieces
of wood. The whole
screen, sometimes of
huge proportions, were
held together without
the use of a single nail.
Later, as techniques
were perfected, as many
as 2,000 individual
pieces of wood including
tiny, perfect wooden
balls and links would
go into the making of
a single square yard of
finely made mashrabiya.

One of the major
purposes of the
mashrabiya is privacy,
an essential aspect
of Arabian culture. A
good view of the street
can be obtained by the &

Wolasiwl axel
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a1l o il

The art has
reemerged
recently as a
natural way to
reduce energy
and maintain a
cool interior.
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As a community partner and ethical operator, Nas
has chosen to focus its efforts on contributing to the
prosperity of Saudi society through partnerships that
reflect its values of participation and giving.

Recently, Nas Holding worked with King Khalid
University to establish its first flynas headquarters
at the latter’s cam p us. This was the first step in
activating a cooper a tion agreement between the
university and Nas Holding.

Dr. Ibrahim Al Asmari, general manager of the
university’s General Administration of Investment,
said: “The agreement will set up effective initiatives
in which flynas will train certain university employees
and students in th e administrative, financial and
marketing fields as well as offering them a special 10
percent discount on tickets all year round. They will
be also given the chance to participate in activities
for students and sponsor conferences related to King
Khalid University.”

Al-Asmari added t h at there will be student
representation in male and female colleges starting
from the current academic year. Some students can be
trained as part of the company’s marketing campaign
at the colleges.

He said this distinguished partnership is one of the
agreements that the university, represented by HE
Dr. Faleh Bin Rajaa Allah Al-Salami, seeks to sign
with private sector companies to reflect its pioneering
role in progress, training and development.

“The development of both the private and education
sectors is an important factor in preparing young
generations for the labor market and a catalyst for
community partnerships.” m
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about the traditions

of the local people. He
said his journeys are
enjoyable but at the
same time there are

a lot of dangers. For
example, he almost died
under a truck in India
because drivers of such
vehicles are reckless and
indifferent to anyone
walking in the street. On
other trips (especially

in Malaysia, Cambodia
and Laos) he had to pass
through wild roads and
forests, demonstrating
that perfect pleasure
can only be attained by
experiencing a bit of
hardship and adventure.

Other hobbies
Cycling is not Al-Omair’s
only hobby. He loves
PlayStation, watching
movies, mountain

climbing and diving.
On every journey he
tries to practice one of
his hobbies. Omar is
also addicted to coffee;
he always carries with
him coffee-making in
addition to simple food
preparation equipment
during his journeys.
Al-Omair usually records
all the highlights of his
trips through Snapchat
and YouTube and
shares video clips of his
journeys.

Omar has toured a
total of 17 countries on
his bike; he seeks to
travel across the world
and plans trips to new

destinations accordingly.

His next destination
will be America. Truly,
he is the first Saudi to
use his bike to visit far-
flung countries. m
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Islam is the
Religion of
Peace” is the
name of a
campaign this
adventurer
promoted while
travelling on his
bike.
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to another campaign
that encouraged the
donation of organs in
East Asian countries.
In the past he
conducted a similar
campaign during his
38-day trip to Japan
that covered 3,152
km and discussed the
tolerance of Islam. The
campaign carried the
slogan, “Islam is the
religion of peace”.

Adventure and risk
Al-Omair is always
planning for his future
journeys; he studies
potential routes and
starts the process of
obtaining visas six
weeks ahead of schedule.
One of the things he
does before beginning
his trip is watch
YouTwube clips on the
places that he intends

to visit in order to learn &

¢¢ He changed
his mind at
this moment
from traveling
for funto
carry a serious
message
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This young
man has a
genuine love
for travel and
possesses a
strong spirit of
adventure
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PORTRAIT

He wanted to be
an ambassador
of his homeland who
participated in many
awareness campaigns
and community
culture. He crossed
the world from east to
west until he entered
the Guinness Book of
World Records in 2014.

A hobby inspired
by cinema
Coincidence played a
role in the formation

of Omar’s hobby. He
never thought he would
become a traveler

until the end of 2012,
when he watched a
movie about cycling.

91 | Flynas
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The movie raised a
thousand questions

in his mind about the
hobby of riding bikes
and their potential

for providing travel,
fun and excitement.
So after watching the
movie, he decided to
purchase a bicycle. At
first, he rode his bike
in the streets of Riyadh
until gradually it
became his companion
and an important part
of his life.

Founding a bicycle
club

The -35year-old
Al-Omair wanted to
become the first Saudi
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Pleasure is
achieved
only after
completing
tough
tasks and
adventures.
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traveler to cycle around
the world. He founded
the “Saudi Darajati
Group”, one of the first
serious cycling groups
in Saudi Arabia; it was
the beginning of his
plan to cycle around the
world.

The first true
Saudi cyclist in the
Gulf

Omar Al-Omair rode
his bicycle thousands
of miles across India
and Indonesia,
heading to Malaysia,
Cambodia, Laos,
Vietnam, China,
Japan and South
Korea. Al-Omair
successfully climbed
Mount Kinabalu,
Malaysia’s highest
peak in Sabah (4,095
meters), and was
officially recognized
as the first Saudi

to cycle around the
world. He succeeded in
registering his name
in the Guinness Book
of Records in 2014.

A bicycle carrying
luggage and a
message

Al-Omair usually did
not stay home for more
than a month or two; he
was a constant traveler.
However, his mother
was suddenly diagnosed
with cancer, so with
pain and anxiety in Al-
Omair’s heart and mind
he decided to change
the objective of his
journeys from traveling
for fun to carrying a
message to increase

awareness. Once

his mother’s health
improved, he decided
organize a unique
awareness campaign;
he communicated

with a number of
associations that were
concerned with raising
awareness of breast
cancer. He launched

a trip carrying the
slogan of “Journey of
Hope”, during which
he raised awareness
about how to effectively
diagnose and prevent
breast cancer in Gulf
Cooperation Council
countries, in addition -
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Omer wants
to break the
record for
cycling a lap
around the
world
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INSPIRE
BY

Nothing is more exciting than travel. Going on a journey is full of excitement and
adventure. The traveler is only limited by his imagination as he traverses roads like
a hero of stories and an adventurer of legend; he sees nothing but the new and
recognizes nothing but the wonders of customs and traditions of societies and
peoples. Armed. with 6‘n|y a bicycle, Saudi Omar Al-Omair-decided to be one of
those who was fond of travel and whose names are written in the encyclopedias of

adventurers>—p

SAUDI CYCLIST
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Flynas.com

You can enhance your travel
experience by choosing from our
wide range of optional services
when booking your flight. Save
money by paying for your on-board
meal or excess baggage in advance
and benefit from our exclusive
deals on hotels and more on
flynas.com

How to get 15% off on Rove hotels:
- Present your flynas boarding pass
to Rove’s employee at check-In

- Visit www.Rovehotels.com and use
promo code (flynas)

- Contact Rove Hotels reservations
department +97145619999

Terms and Conditions:

- Offer is valid between 10 April - 28
December 2017.

- Offer is valid within one week of
arrival to Dubai

- The discount is Subject

to availability.

- The hotel has the right to change
the room rate back to the best avail-
able rate, if the guest fails to pres-

ent his/her flynas boarding pass.

* Rove downtown is excluded from
this promotion
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Seat Selection
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Excess Baggage
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Executive
Lounge Access
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Car Rental

KNOW?

Select your preferred seat in advance of your
trip. Ensure friends and family are seated
together, or choose a premium seat with extra
legroom.

* Choose a window seat for a better view

» Select an aisle seat for easy access

* Upgrade to a premium seat for extra
legroom
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Save up to 50% on airport fees by adding your
excess baggage at the time of booking. One
bag of up to 20kg costs from only SAR50.
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Relax in style by adding Executive Lounge
access to your flight booking from just SAR55
per person.

*Available in Dubai, Kuwait, Sharm El Sheikhand Abha.
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Save time and hassle at the airport by
renting a car through flynas.com. We offer
the choice of all major and local suppliers so
you can choose the best deal, plus you can
now read customer reviews and ratings for
each rental office.
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On-Board Meals
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sandW|ches wraps and salads at flynas.com.
* Fresh Fruit Salad with water

* Tuna Nicoise or Chicken Caesar Salad with
water

* Mexican Chicken, Tuna or Vegetarian Wrap,
or Chicken or Cream Cheese Ciabatta with
juice, salad and a dessert

* Vegetarian or Chicken Biryani. or Mixed
Grill with juice, salad and a dessert

* Omelette breakfast with juice and a
fruit salad

Add one of our on-board meals to your next

flight booking for only SAR 25.

@ Pre-order up to 24 hours before you fly and
/\ choose from our selection of hot meals,
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Save up to 30% by adding a hotel to your
flight booking on flynas.com. Choose from
one of our carefully selected properties with
exclusive discounts only available if booked
with your flight.
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New direct flights
between Abha and Cairo
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3 weekly flights between Abha and Cairo (Sunday, Wednesday, Friday).
Book now for the best fares
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