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flynas named Middle
East’s Leading Low
Cost Airline for fourth
consecutive year
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DEAR GUEST,

Once again, flynas is having an exceptional year that has re-
inforced our value of spreading joy and pride and bolstered
our reputation as one of the most important low-cost airlines
in the region.

This year, we were honored as the Middle East’s Leading Low Cost
Airline for the fourth time in a row at the prestigious World Travel
Awards. We received this award at a ceremony that was held in April
at the Waldorf Astoria in Ras Al Khaimah, United Arab Emirates.
Since 2015, flynas has been named the best low-cost airline in the
Middle East at these awards and this is down to our constant efforts
to serve passengers to the very best of our capacities and provide
them with innovative services.

flynas was also last year honored with the prestigious Skytrax
award for Best Low Cost Airline in the Middle East, a fresh achieve-
ment that lends credence to our 94% customer satisfaction rate and
the mutual trust that has been built between us and our customers.
Developing the flynas product and brand is an ongoing process. As
part of our framework of offering the best services to passengers and
meeting their expectations, we recently announced plans to offer in-
flight Wi-Fi streaming in the near future.

In order to keep pace with this expansion, the summer of 2018 will
be an exceptional season because we have launched five new desti-
nations: Trabzon in Turkey, Thilisi in Georgia, Vienna in Austria,
Baku in Azerbaijan and Athens in Greece. With direct flights from
Riyadh, Jeddah and Dammam, we aim to meet the needs of our trav-
eling guests who wish to spend their summer vacations in exciting
tourist destinations around the world. We have also become the first
national carrier to offer flights to these destinations.

Also, we launched new flights to Turkey’s Ataturk Airport in parallel
with our flights to Sabiha Airport.

One day after another, flynas affirms its desire to provide the best
services to its customers. Therefore, during our participation in the
Arabian Travel Market in Dubai, we announced the signing of an
agreement with Chubb Arabia Cooperative Insurance Company to of-
fer travel insurance for passengers. flynas is the first Saudi airlines
to offer this service on a regional level.

We always look forward to delivering more as our ambition has
no limit.

We keep your suggestions and desires in mind for flights to other
new and attractive destinations. We look forward to receiving your
suggestions so we can optimize our experience further.

We thank you for giving us confidence to become the best low-cost
airline in the Middle East, and we hope to see you on our flights
shortly.

Bandar Al-Muhanna
CEO of flynas
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DIALOGUE

Abdul Mohsen Youssuf: We talk to this
leading poet about his humble beginnings
in the Farasan Islands and how his short
poems in a school handbook led to enduring
recognition of his talents. 12
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PLACES

Summer tourism and travel: We
profile the five brand new destinations that
flynas will start operating flights to this
summer - Baku, Thilisi, Vienna, Trabzon
and Athens. 70
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HERITAGE

Saudi cuisine: Join us as we savor the
mouthwatering dishes that make up Saudi
cuisine and are the product of centuries of
heritage and history. 82
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May is a Lebanese
journalist and
broadcaster. She is a very
experienced reporter and
supports her assignments
with in-depth research. May
earned her Master’s degree
from the Lebanese University
— Faculty of Information and
is currently preparing for her

doctorate.
FOR ADVERTISING AND Project Manager
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KSA PR & Publishing
Mobile: +966506993873 Manager
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Ziad Al-Amer is a
journalist, playwright and
screenwriter. He has written

several series for television
and many of his plays have

Bahsar Al-Khammash
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Hanin is an Algerian
poet and novelist, and
besides her cultural
activities, she is also
a medical doctor. Her
collaboration with
Kadhem Essaher has

been performed in the Arab added to her popularity.
world. Al-Amer is interested She was able to take
in social research and tries Arabic poetry to
to present his findings in a Hollywood through her
literary template. participation on the film
American Hustle.
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‘Many inventors who are

m the m

lose their

inco le control of

]angugmp%‘abbecause they
allowed the dull media to
influence their texts”

as teaching, pharmacy,
nursing and banking.
Therefore, I know when
to use my tools. My
reports and articles are
written in a language
that belongs to poetry.

Abdul Mohsen
is a big child who plays
with words. He was never
brave enough to kill this
child inside him and
never allowed the city
to eradicate the simple
villager inside him too.
I get angry easily and I
become contented easily
as well. I love poetry,
narration, language,
music and books.
Abdulmohsen is the son
of a fisherman in Farasan
Island,; he is very simple
and has big dreams,

mainly that peace and love

prevails, beauty defeats

ugliness, and children live

in secure places. m
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The great
storyteller
Abdullah
Bakhshawin
pushed Abdul
Mohsen
Youssuf to
understand
his inner self
and potential
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HAPPINESS
STARTS
FROM YOUR
HEALTH.
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GINCOSANP® for better concentration, memory and attention
GINSANAZ® for better energy management and staying healthy
SONGHA™ NIGHT reduces tension for better rest at night
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to understand my inner
self and potential.

In 1981, while I
was still a student in
high school, I sent one
of my poems to the great
poet Ali Al-Damini,
who was the Eastern
Province editor of the
cultural section for
“Al-Yaum” newspaper, a
major cultural showcase
of prominent Saudi and
Arab poets back then.

I was really surprised
when Al-Damini
published my article

as the best poem of the
issue. Furthermore,
poet Yussuf Abu Loz
said it was a deep

and beautiful piece of
writing.

Also, novelists Saad Al-
Dosari and Mohammad
Alwan have inspired
me by publishing

my writings in Al-
Jazirah and Al-Riyadh
newspapers respectively.
I have to mention that
Al-Dosari published my
article as the lead story
of the cultural section of
Al-Jazirah newspaper.

My childhood
and a large part of my
teenage years were
spent in the Farasan
Islands. This particular
archipelago gave me the
chance to enjoy poetry
in all forms. I used to
sleep in a backyard

that offered a view of
nature and beauty.

The island wasn’t only
a place of beauty but
also had a special inner
language and offered a
unique look at nature,
various types of life and
humanity. It structured
my soul and feelings.

My parents can’t
be described. You find
them present in my
poems but I see them as
bigger than any poem
or text. Some discuss
in their texts the great
strugglers of the world
such as Guevara,
Gandhi and Mandela
but forget that among
us there are invisible
strugglers who deserve
to be written about
and who deserve to be
present in our texts.

I was keen to mention
my parents in my

texts. They were great
strugglers who resisted
the misery of their lives
with hearts full of hope
and great dignity that
every human should
have in their daily
struggle.

In the face of poverty,
they never gave up or
allowed desperation to
defeat them. I never saw
any one of them asleep;
they were the last to
sleep and the first to
wake up. They were also
busy with our problems,
affairs and dreams.
Mother drove away

her sadness through
singing; she used to
sing passionately
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as she swept the
backyard. My father
preferred silence as
a way of avoiding
speaking about his
sadness to anyone.
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“I will not forget the contribution of the
ullah Bakhsh

er Abds wain,
who tened me about the best novels
in the Arab and whole world”

who edited my page

in Iqra magazine. He
embraced my talent
and encouraged me by
publishing my writings
sent to him to Jeddah
via mail.

I will not forget the
contribution of the
great storyteller
Abdullah Bakhshwain,
who enlightened me
about the best novels

in the Arab and whole
world. He provided

me with the most
beautiful books, movies,
music and tracks and
encouraged me to fight
back against major
challenges that poets
encounter when trying
to establish themselves.
Bakhshawin pushed me &
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SAUDI POET ABDUL MOHSEN YOUSSUF

A FISHERMAN OF PEARLS
AND MEANINGS

ABDUL MOHSEN YOUSSUF’S JOURNEY TO BECOMING A RESPECTED
POET HAS BEEN ANYTHING BUT STRAIGHTFORWARD.

FROM HIS HOME IN FARASAN
ISLAND, HE SAID HE STARTED
WRITING SHORT POEMS IN
GRADE 6 IN A HANDBOOK.

This may seem like a normal beginning for any poet; however,
what came next was anything but normal, as our interview
with him demonstrates. Regardless, the poetry field has a
prominent figure in Youssuf, not only in the Kingdom but also

in the Arab region.

My great
teachers, including
our great poet Ibrahim
Miftah, taught me the
nuances of language
since elementary level,
and fed me a love of
literature.

Miftah was and still

is a faithful man and
noble teacher. He was
keen on enriching

our minds, teaching

us grammar rules,
accurate pronunciation,
and perfect reading.
My teacher was always
active even though we
sat in a single-window
class that lacked any

cooling. Despite the
hot weather, he was
extremely devoted and
effortlessly delivered his
message with a lot of
passion.

I can recall him as he
narrated beautiful
translated novels of
Maupassant, Dickens,
André Gide, Steinbeck,
or Somerset Maugham
while we were still in
elementary school.
One of the most
influential figures in
my life include the
poet Hussein Suhail
(may God have mercy
on him), who always
shared with us books
and magazines he
received from far-off
Saudi cities. I remember
when he provided me
with the complete
works of the great poet

Mahmoud Darwish.
He also introduced

me to the literature

of Amal Dungqol, Al-
Bardouni, Al-Jawahiri,

Ali Mahmoud Taha and

Ibrahim Naji.

I am also grateful to

teacher Ahmad Ibrahim N

Yussuf, the outstanding :leLL:j::a

novelist and prominent lalsIl sply

literary figure. When Youssuf is at

I was a student in the heart a big

middle school, Ahmad loves to play
with words

lived in Jeddah while I

was living in Farasan
Island. He used to
forward to me all the
cultural sections of

the most important
newspapers within the
Kingdom and offered
me the best books of
poetry, novels, and short
stories.

Moreover, I give credit
to Mr. Abed al-Harbi,—
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capable of accepting
ongoing development,
especially due to Saudi
Vision 2030.

Women are better at
driving

A British study
conducted on male and
female drivers to test
their driving skills
found that 100 percent
of men could control
and direct their vehicle
properly compared to
96 percent of women,
while 82 percent of
men demonstrated
proper awareness
compared to 71 percent
of women.

However, women far
outperformed men in
certain driving skills,
and 14 percent of male
drivers displayed risky
behaviors compared

to 1 percent of female
motorists. Overall, 79
percent of women were
good drivers compared
to 66 percent of men. m
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There are
numerous
examples

of women
who ruled,
invented and
explored
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“ After the recent royal decree of
Custodian of Two Holy Mosques King
Salman, Saudi women will soon start
driving. This decision will lead to a
fundamental change in women’s lives”
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Two Holy Mosques King
Salman, Saudi women
will soon start driving.
This decision will

lead to a fundamental
change in women’s
lives.

Around 110 years ago on
March 8, thousands of
women decided to take
to the streets in New
York in a protest where
they held bread and
flowers in a bid to secure
equality with men in
work, civil and even
political rights. That
day is now designated
International Women’s
Day.

Saudi Arabia also
recently started the
process of supporting
women and granting
them civil rights as
part of the Saudi

Vision 2030 launched
by HRH Crown Prince

Mohammed bin Salman.

They were subsequently
allowed to drive, sit

on the Shoura Council
and occupy government
positions.

Saudi women have
started playing a
prominent role in
decision making and
are already pioneers in
the academic field, with
statistics revealing that
57 percent of university
students are female
even though only 17
percent are in the labor
force. However, women
have been given the
means to start their
own businesses.

The driving decree

has confirmed that the
Saudi community is

“The driving decree has confirmed

that the Saudi community is capable
ting ongoing development,
ly due to Saudi Vision 2030”
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Women
weren’t fond
of having

a license
and driving
remained

a type of
etiquette

of acce;S
especi
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a license and driving
remained a kind of
etiquette. However,

at the beginning of

the 1970s, women in
France accounted for
half the number of
licenses issued in the
country.

In England, actress
Minnie Palmer was
the first to drive in
1897. In 1904, the first
club for women’s cars
was founded in UK.

In America, Jennifer
Dylan Mudge and Daisy
Post were the first two
women to drive in 1898
and 1899 respectively.
Jane Hoyle Phyllis was
the first American to
get a license.

Women driving in the
Arab World

In the 19th century,
cars started to appear
in the Arab world. It is
believed that the first
car to enter Egypt was
at the end of Mohamed
Tawfik Pasha era, in
1890. In the 1920s,
Abbasia Ahmad
Ferghali, daughter of

a famous businessman
and sister of a cotton
magnate, was the first
Egyptian woman to
obtain a driving license.
The first woman to drive
in the Gulf was Fatima
Zayani in 1945, who took
a trip in Bahrain. She

is also the first woman
to graduate from Iraq
University. She worked
as a nurse, a profession
that demanded
transportation, so she
submitted an application
and acquired a license
from the then-ruler of
the country.

In Iraq, Amina Ali Saeb
Rahal became the first
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Iraqi woman to get a
driving license in 1936.
Incidentally, she was
also the first woman

to work as a lawyer in
Iraq after graduating in
1943 and the first in her
country to enroll in the
syndicate of lawyers.

In Sudan, Amina Atia
was the first Sudanese
woman to drive in 1945.
During the British
colonial era, she was
the first woman to own
a weapon and a license
to use it. She was also
the driving force behind
the establishment of the
first primary school for
girls in 1957 in Mugqrin.
In Ras Al Khaimah,
Mouza Nakhan obtained
the first driving license;
she used to drive her
grandchildren to their
school and whoever
needed to carpool with
her.

Kuwait allowed Sheikha
Badria Saoud Al-Sabah
to drive after she
finished her studies
abroad. In 1947, she
had learnt how to drive.

Saudi Arabia and a
historic decision

After the recent royal
decree of Custodian of &

I-hw' =
e

i

“The first woman to drive in
the Gulf was Fatima Zayani
in 1945, who took a trip in
Bahrain. She is also the first
woman to graduate from

Iraq University”
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The sister of a
cotton magnate
was the first
woman to drive
the car
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During the initial stages
of the car industry,
Bertha Benz, wife

and partner of the
legendary German

car manufacturer,
became the first person
in history to drive an
automobile over a long
distance in 1886.

She drove 100 km with
her two teenage sons
_in defiance of local
‘conventions and norms
_"that frowned upon
women driving and
went to visit her mother.
Bertha was a brave and
genius woman who was
responsible for several
innovations during her
trip, such as buying
petrol from a pharmacy
and inadvertently
creating the world’s
first fuel station and
developing the first ever
set of brake pads by
using leather.

In 1889, a French
duchess reportedly

WOMEN AND DRIVING became the first woman

nm - in Europe to get a
Julg) uode vyl drving heontsand
]

‘ receive a speeding ticket
two months after.
‘ £ I 'm‘ & According to the
[ [ Guinness Book of World
Record, American-
Canadian Aloha
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The female pioneers of motoring road trip on December
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same place in January

1927. She had traveled
800,000 kilometers in

IIhAl) UQJJJ QJ_J_O_C dgl 6\.0 Dlﬂ_o u.llJla.la 2 UJ! QDLDQJU The most important successes have been those where women have stood side-by- 1918 Ford Model T

(

c 4 . s . ide with men. Important names that have stood out throughout history include i
ay lo“ )ollL‘:Jh’\ NADleElis |05 st car and had visited 75
- gl_” 5 EOI | R o) Marie Curie, Indira Gandhi, Shajar Al-Durr, Zenobia and Agatha Christie. cities in all continents
UJJ E\'U hlaj gl EQJ_O ANl OJUJJ EJUJJ Today, with the implementation of a royal decree allowing women to drive, there including those in
are ambitions to create a more integrated Saudi community and highlight the Egypt, Sudan and

important role of women even further. Yemen.
Until 1914, women
weren’t fond of having
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SPORT

pean Championship at
the age of 18, becoming
the youngest player to
represent England by
only four days younger
than Wayne Rooney. He
has played 45 matches
for Manchester United
and scored 14 goals and
assisted six more. The
England team has high
hopes for Rashford in
addition to other stars
such as Harry Kane,
Jamie Vardy and Dele
Alli.

(Spain)

Real Madrid’s Marco
Asensio is one of the
young talents in the
football world. Asensio
was close to moving to
Barcelona but tennis
player Rafael Nadal
apparently intervened
so that he joined Real
instead.

(Morocco)

Achraf Hakimi is the
first Arab player to
play for Real Madrid
team and he is known
for his pace and tech-
nique. He joined Real
Madrid when he was
18 years old. The Mo-
roccan team has high
hopes in him to achieve
good results in a group
containing Portugal
and Spain.
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(England)

Dele Alli might be the
most talented player for
the England team due to
his brilliant technique. He
has scored 10 goals and as-
sisted 14 more for Totten-
ham Hotspur this season.
Although he is only 21
years old, he has played in
100 games for Tottenham.
He has scored 36 goals and
assisted 24 more, and has
been named best young
player in the Premier
League twice.

(Nigeria)

After the departure of
French star N’Golo Kanté
from Leicester City, the club
searched for a player capable
of filling a large gap and
discovered Wilfred Ndidi.
Ndidi joined Leicester City
for 18 million euros from
KR.C. Genk. He has left his
mark on the team’s midfield
due to his smart movement,
fitness and composure.

The Nigerian player, 21, has
shown much potential this
season with Leicester City
and his international team. m
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Many
obstacles
hindered the
launch of the
first World
Cup.
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be sent off was José
Batista of Uruguay in
1986 after 56 seconds.

STARS AT

THE 2018 FIFA
WORLD CUP
With the 2018 FIFA
World Cup approach-
ing, a huge number of
world-class players are
participating for the
first time, including:

Kylian Mbappé
(France)

He appeared last season
with AS Monaco FC

and led it to the France
Ligue 1 title after
scoring 15 goals in 29
games. He also led
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the team in the UEFA
Champions League,
scoring six goals in nine
games.

Treze guet

(Egypt)

Although Liverpool star
Mohammad Salah is
the most famous star

in the current gen-
eration of the Egyptian
footballers, Mahmoud
Hassan (Trezeguet) left
an imprint on Egyptian
football when he led his
team to the finals of the
World Cup for the first
time since 1990. He won
the penalty that led his
team to victory over
Congo.
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Aston had the
idea to use
yellow and
red cards as
they were the
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those used by
traffic lights
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Gabriel Jesus
(Brazil)

The 20-year-old player
scored seven goals and
three others in 10 games
for Brazil in qualifying
for the 2018 tournament.
He is the first choice in
the forward line of the
Brazil national football
team. The Manchester
City star hopes to follow
the path of Ronaldo, who
led the Brazilian team to
the title in 2002.

Leroy Sane (Ger-
many)

Sane has had a success-
ful season with Man-
chester City, scoring 12
goals in 38 games this
season. He is 22-years-
old and known for his

huge pace and potential.

Manchester City man-
ager Pep Guardiola has
said that Sane can still
improve further.

Marcus Rashford
(England)

After four months mak-
ing his debut for Man-
chester United, Marcus
Rashford joined up
with the England squad
and participated in the

finals of the 2016 Euro- »
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When the
Jules Rimet
trophy was
stolen, English
officials
rushed to
design a
conventional
trophy in case
the original
wasn’t found.
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“It was alandmark moment

when the team got
onto thei)odl recelge the

iconic gold

team also qualified in
1998 (France), 2002
(Japan, Korea), 2006
(Germany) and now
2018 (Russia). For
2018, Saudi Arabia is
in a group consisting of
Egypt, Russia and Uru-
guay, meaning that the

(Leicester City,
Algeria)
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trophy”

tournament’s opening
match will be against
the Russian team on
July 14 at Luzhniki
Stadium.

RECORDS AND
STATISTICS

Brazil has appeared

the most in the finals of
the FIFA World Cup, 20
times, and it has won
the tournament five
times.

Germany is the high-
est scoring team with
223 goals.

Zinedine Zidane is

(Leipzig, (Atletico Madrid, Valencia

Guinea) Slovenia)

(Man Utd,

Ecuador) Netherlands)

olSs pllall LulS wlslys
SVESY REVCI QUCE T
cshsil (si> (Jalioll

ple sl ap,ell as; Ll

£ p1AVA ple iog .01AVe
O &yl &S, Lined| gl
19 L] ellall Guls
9 J8VI sde sy (supe

NO'

(Besiktas,
Chile)

Austria)

‘FIFA announced that it wanted new
forthecup.Itneoelved53

(Bayern Munich,

vanousdoﬂgnsﬁo sculptors from seven

countries.”

the highest scoring
player in the final of the
World Cup with three
goals, two in 1998 and
one in 2016.

Pelé is the youngest
scoring player at 17
years.

Roger Milla became
the oldest scoring player
when he scored for

Arturo Vidal

Miralem Pjanié¢
(Bayern (Juventus, Bosnia (Real Madrid,

Cameroon against Rus-
sia in 1990. He was 42
years and 39 days old.
The fastest goal in his-
tory was scored by the
Turkish Hakan Sukiir
against South Korea
during the third-place
play-off in 2002. His goal
came after 11 seconds.
The fastest player to -

Gareth Bale
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zaniga and one of
them was chosen to

be the new shape of
the World Cup trophy.
It was made from 18
carat gold, weighed
6.142 kilograms and
had a height of 36.8
cm. Its base dimension
is 13 cm and it depicts
two players raising the
world in excitement.
Winners of the tourna-
ment keeps a copy of
the trophy made from
bronze and plated
with gold, whereas the
original cup is kept

at the FIFA World
Football Museum in
Zurich.

Arab participa-
tion

Since 1934, Arab
teams have had a rich
history of reaching
the finals of the FIFA
World Cup. Egypt
was then the only
Arab team to reach
the finals until Arab
participation ceased
in 1970. Since 1978,
there has always been
Arab participation.
The 2018 tournament
in Russia will fea-
ture four Arab teams
for the first time:
Saudi Arabia, Egypt,
Morocco and Tunisia.
These four teams have
participated the most
in the World Cup from
the Arab world:

Saudi Arabia: 1994 -
1998 — 2002 - 2006

Saudi achieve-
ments at the
World Cup

Saudi participation has
always been unique.
The generation of 1988
managed to win the
Asian Cup twice. In
1994, Saudi Arabia

took part in the FIFA

World Cup hosted by T»=5| il |
the USA in a group zs)f;o\:
that included the Neth- )

Brazil has
erlands and Morocco. appeared the
In their match against finals of the
Morocco, Saudi Arabia World Cup
won with goals by

Fouad Anwar and Sami
Jaber. In their third
match against Bel-
gium, the third most
famous goal in history
was scored by Saeed
Al-Owairan. However,
the Saudi team went
out of the World Cup
after its defeat against
Sweden. The Saudi &
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SPORT

MOST FAMOUS
FIFA WORLD
CUP INCIDENTS
THE HAND OF
GOD

The world will not easily
forget the goal scored by
Diego Maradona against
England in the quarter
finals during the 1986
tournament. The first
half ended goalless but
eight minutes after

the restart Maradona
clearly used his hand

to deflect the ball into
the net past England
goalkeeper Peter
Shilton. The Tunisian
referee didn’t see the
handball and the goal
was granted, causing
national outrage among
the English people.

A deadly own goal
The 1994 World Cup

in the USA witnessed

a tragic incident when
Colombian defender An-
drés Escobar scored an
own goal and the Colom-
bian team lost against
the US team. Ten days
later, he was killed by
two anonymous gunmen
in Medellin. The media

reported that the killers
were shouting “goal”
with every gunshot.

The origins of red
and yellow cards
During a game between
Italy and Chile at the
1962 World Cup, Eng-
lish referee Ken Aston
tried to remove the
Italian captain after he
committed several fouls.
However, he refused to
leave, sparking a brawl
that was only resolved
when security forces
intervened. Aston then
had the idea to use
yellow and red cards as
they were the same col-
ors used by traffic lights.
This law was applied in
Mexico in 1970 for the
first time in history.

Meazza’s dropped
shorts leads

to Italian final
dream

During the semi-finals
of the 1938 World Cup
in France between
Italy and Brazil, the
referee gave a penalty
to Italy. The Italian
player Giuseppe Meazza
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The Saudi
team has
participated
five times in
the World Cup
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was about to kick the
ball when his shorts
fell down. The Brazil-
ian goalkeeper started
laughing and Meazza
took advantage of this
to score the penalty.

French team bor-
rows shirts

During a game between
France and Hungary
at the 1978 World Cup,
a referee realized

that both teams were
wearing the same color
shirts, so the French
team had to borrow
green and white shirts
from the Argentinian
team. France won de-
spite the fact the shirts
and shorts were tight.

Beckenbauer, Kai-
ser of Germany
The semi-final in 1970 be-
tween West Germany and
Italy saw German player
Franz Beckenbauer badly
injuring his shoulder
after a violent clash with
an Italian player. Despite
the injury, Beckenbauer
insisted on continuing the
match especially as his
team had already used its
three substitutes. Despite
Italy’s eventual victory,
the game was considered
one of the best of the past
century.

World Cup hidden
under bed during
Nazi era

The president of Italian

Football Federation
Ottorino Barassi with-
drew the Rimet trophy
from one of the banks
in Rome and hid it at
his house out of fear
that Hitler would seize
Europe. He hid it in a
shoebox under the bed,
and it remained there
until 1950.

The World Cup’s
new shape

FIFA announced that it

wanted new suggested
designs for the cup.

It received 53 various
designs from sculptors
from seven countries.
Among them were two
designs from Italian
sculptor Silvio Gaz- &
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with his owner David
Corbett, who rushed to
notify the authorities. A
forged version was sold
in an auction in 1997
for 254,599 pounds.
Overnight, Pickles
became a national hero
and he received a silver
medal shaped like a
ball in Kensington. He
also received a silver
plate worth 53 pounds
as a gift from a hotel

in addition to free food
for one year. Pickles
starred in the movie,
“The Spy with a Cold
Nose”, while Corbett
received a prize of 6,000
pounds sterling. In com-
parison, every player of
the England team who
won the cup in 1966
received a prize of 1,360
pounds.

In 1983, the World Cup
trophy was stolen again
from the Brazilian Foot-
ball Confederation after
it was allowed to re-
main in Brazil as they
had won it for the third
time in 1970. The cup
was never recovered.

A Kuwaiti camel
and Paul the oc-
topus

During the qualifying
period for the 1982
World Cup, the Kuwaiti
team was preparing for
its first game against
the New Zealand team
in Auckland when the
Kuwait Football Asso-
ciation decided to bring
a small camel onto the
pitch with a poster on it
stating that the country
was not ashamed of its
past.

The Kuwaiti team

won 2-1 and won all
the other matches to
qualify for the World

Cup. Ahead of its first
game at the tournament
held in Spain, officials
of the Kuwaiti team
asked to bring the camel
onto the pitch but the
request was rejected

by the organizers. The
Kuwaiti Football Asso-
ciation then threatened
to withdraw from the
World Cup.

Years later, Paul the
Octopus became the talk
of the world for years
before the launch of the
FIFA World Cup 2010
because it had predicted
the winners of the UEFA
European Championship
2008. Most of his predic-
tions had come true in
the 2010 World Cup. Paul
also successfully pre-
dicted a Spanish victory
against the Germans in
the semi-finals. England
chose the octopus as

an official ambassador
for England during the
2010 World Cup until its
death in 2018. 5
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Achraf Hakimi
is the first
Arab player to
play for Real
Madrid
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BRINGING JOY TO THE WORLD
THROUGH FOOTBALL

Homer affirms in his Odyssey that the
people of Ancient Greece played football
and it was part of a fitness program for
the soldiers of Sparta.

Nowadays, football re-
mains the most popular
game among the vari-
ous civilizations of the
world. In short, despite
all the wars of the
world, the FIFA World
Cup serves to provide us
with much respite.

A dream of a foot-
ball World Cup

At the beginning of 20th
century, Alain Girard
had a dream to bring
together the young

men of the world in an
international champi-
onship for football, but
World War One, at least
temporarily, put paid to
this idea. When Jules
Rimet was elected presi-
dent of French Football
Federation and FIFA,
he revisited the idea in
1919. Henry Dillon, his
friend, also mentioned
in the FIFA Confer-
ence in 1926 that it
was unfeasible to keep
football as an Olympic
sport only.

FIFA agreed finally

to implement Rimet’s
idea, and it launched
the first FIFA World
Cup in his name. Rimet
also funded the win-
ner’s trophy, which was
designed by Frenchman
Abel Lafleur. However,
launching the competi-
tion wasn’t easy; Rimet
clashed several times
with the participating
countries until they
agreed to play the first
tournament in 1930.
The first World Cup was
held In Uruguay given
it was the champion of
two Olympics and the
tournament featured
the participation of 13
teams. Since then, it
has grown to become

the dream of all inter-
national teams.

A dog called Pick-
les and a stolen
World Cup trophy
It was a landmark mo-
ment when the win-
ning team got onto the
podium to receive the
iconic gold trophy.

In 1930, with the launch
of the first FIFA World
Cup, the Jules Rimet
trophy was handed by
Rimet himself to the
victorious Uruguayan
team. The cup was later
named Jules Rimet
after World War Two

in honor of a French
lawyer who was the
president of FIFA for 33
years. The triumph of
winning was embodied
by the lady of victory

on top of the trophy; its
height was 35 cm, its
weight 3.8 kg and it was
made of plated gold on a
base of azurite.

Given the precious
value of the cup, it has
been stolen more than
once and a dog Pickles
recovered it once. On 20
March 1966, the trophy
was stolen in England
four months ahead of
the launch of the com-
petition when it was un-
veiled in Westminster.
Confusion reigned and
a fund of 15,000 British
pounds was announced
to whoever could find
the trophy.

British officials rushed
to design a conventional
version of the cup to

be ready for the World
Cup in case the original
wasn’t found, until a dog
named Pickles found
the trophy wrapped in
newspapers in south
London as he walked -
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CREATIVE

Famous writers
who hated football
The Argentinian
writer Borges is
considered the
greatest adversary
of football, which he
considered England’s
biggest crime in
history.

Today, many
intellectuals who do
not like the game
refer to the quote of
the Egyptian writer
Tawfiq al-Hakim:
“The era of the pen
has ended...the age of
the foot has begun.”
Along with Borges
and Al-Hakim, the
famous Brazilian
Paulo Coelho also
stood against the
magical game

when he criticized
his government

for spending

large amounts of
money to host the
World Cup. “The
Alchemist” writer
was disappointed at
the huge amounts

of money spent to
equip stadiums in

a country known

for struggling

to provide basic
medical, educational
and transportation
needs.

At the beginning of
the 20th century,
writers observed

the game with great
caution, afraid of

its unpredictability.
However, they all fell
in love with it. For
instance, the famous
poet Umberto Saba
hated football and
did not pay much
attention for it. One
day, his beloved
daughter asked him
to accompany her to
watch her favorite
team playing. At
that moment, the
poet felt the warm
enthusiasm of the
crowd and became
one of the many fans
who wrote the most
beautiful poems
about football. m

The Argentinian writer Borges
is considered the greatest
adversary of football, which he
considered England’s biggest
erime in history
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game “strengthens the
sense of national pride”.
One of the great
football fans is the
famous Palestinian poet
Mahmoud Darwish,
who described it as “the
most honorable game”.
“We, also, love

football. We, also,

have the right to love
football; we have the
right to watch the

O 0
ol 8,5 o

A passion
for writing
enticed
Naguib
Mahfouz
away from
a promising
footballing
career

Saudipoet Abdul Hadi Saleh
criticized intellectuals who did not
watch football and the World Cup
in particular and said such people
lacked a major sense of culture.

game, why not? Can
we just escape the
routine of death? I
would rather watch a
game than attend a
poetry evening for Al-
Mutanabi,” he added.
Football was highlighted
in Saudi poet Ashjan
Hindi’s poem “Counter-
Attack”, in which she
addressed men in the
language of football. »
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Mahfouz admitted that
his passion for writing
was the only thing that
took him away from
football. He believed
that if he had continued
to practice the game, he
would have become a
famous player.

Saudi poet Abdul

Hadi Saleh criticized
intellectuals who did
not watch football

and the World Cup in
particular and said
such people lacked a
major sense of culture.
The famous novelist
Ibrahim Aslan said the
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The
Argentinian
writer Borges
is considered
the greatest
adversary of
football
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“Football has become'a real
culture around the world,
which is equally importantas
much as poetry and cinema. :
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CREATIVE

As football began to rise in popularity, poets and writers either fell in love with the
game or hated it. However, as football later became arguably the most famous
sport is history, many of its critics converted into fans and it became some
novelists’ favorite topic. “Intellectuals and Football” by the Egyptian poet and
writer Ashraf Abd Al-Shafi and “Soccer in Sun and Shadow” by Eduardo Galeano
are two good examples.

The oldest literary

work about football
dates back to the great
Italian poet Giacomo
Leopardi, whose poem
“To the Winner of a
Game of Football (1821)”
describes a player and

Intellectuals’
experience of
football

The meaning of football
was summed up by

the great French
philosopher Jean-

Paul Sartre, who

Ll g3l
oxilad 3,
Umberto Saba
became a fan

who wrote the
most beautiful

poems about
football
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said: “Football is a
metaphor for all life.”
Albert Camus said:

his capability to control
emotions. In 2005, a
book tournament was
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founded by the Italian “Everything I learned
novelist Alesandro in life, I learned from padlul Vg 20ll uinbuwlall )elidl Lic wus los
Bariko and Paulo football.” 1Jgind Ulegb

Atthe bgglnnlng of the 20th century,

Freire in 2005. Writers The Uruguayan writer £33 S 9 LB;S_Sg &3 ,o.oill on :Jl.ng:.zo

from Italy, Germany,
Hungary, Sweden and
England participated in
this competition.

Eduardo Galeano

was one of the biggest
contributors of writings
on the game.
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writers observed the game with great
caution, afraid of its unpredictability.
However, they all fell in love with it.

“Like all Uruguayan and was a big fan of Football and the el oJ] waaily bVl Ty
children, I wanted to be soccer. great Arab poets 193> 3] ayanw )iz auelll
a soccer player. I played “Football has become Not only did football wluadl Jgae (sde lpio

quite well, in fact T
was terrific, but only
at night when I was

a real culture around
the world, which is
equally important

enter the lives of
Western writers and
philosophers, it also
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The French-Algerian
philosopher and
novelist Albert Camus,
winner of the Nobel
Prize for Literature

in 1957, played as a
goalkeeper in Algeria

never arrives from the
direction you expect.
That helped me in
later life, especially

in mainland France,
where nobody plays
straight.”

for his school team
and was called “The
Scorer”, so naturally
he became a writer
known for his passion
of football.

In one of his interviews, &
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In Ulrich Hesse’s capable hands, the history of German
football seems more entertaining, unpredictable and
scandal-infested than England’s. Germany’s social
misfits and rebels — from Franz Beckenbauer to Gunter
Netzer and Lothar Matthaus — take center stage in this
fascinating book.
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Fever Pitch

Following the theory of fandom as therapy, Nick Hornby
describes how he used Arsenal to escape from his parents’
divorce, problems with women, and the question of what to
do with his life, and so on.
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THE FULL STORY OF ITALIA '90
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All Played Out: Flull

90’ Story of Italia

On his book, author Pete Davies said: “I wanted football to
have a proper place in popular culture; I thought someone
should say ‘Not all of us are lunatics. We have legitimate
emotional reasons for watching this game, which is
incredibly important culturally and matters to everyone in
the world.”

VIDA ¥ GLORIA DE UNA LEYENDA DEL FOTBOL
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Puskason
Puskas

A warm, intelligent and revealing biography that fuses
history and politics with the study of a genius to produce
a unique portrait of the great Hungarian, Ferenc Puskas.
A labor of love, it was born out of editor Rogan P. Taylor’s
urge to know his boyhood hero. Taylor met Puskas and
persuaded him to tell the story of his unparalleled career,
first with Hungary and later as kingpin (with Alfredo Di
Stefano) of the great Real Madrid.
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Foreword by Arséne Wenger

Living on the
Volcano

Michael Calvin’s book consists of a collection of neatly
interwoven portraits as some of the leading helmsmen in
English club football talk candidly about their route to

the top, the day-to-day challenges and what they stand

for in one-to-one interviews with the author. Among

the men featured are Alan Pardew, Garry Monk, Mark
Hughes, Aidy Boothroyd and that great hope of the English
coaching fraternity, Eddie Howe.

Alex Bellos
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Futebol: The
Brazilian Way of Life

The man who designed Brazil’s yellow-blue-white strip,
the man who scored the winner against Brazil in the 1950
final, beauty queens, priests — this book has it all. Author
Alex Bellos visits three Brazilians playing for a club in

a village of 1,000 people in the Faroe Islands. He also
appears at the Sao Paulo carnival and meets Corinthians’
hardcore fans. Futebol’s hundreds of interviews, facts,
drawings, photographs and even maps will spare
researchers trouble for generations to come.
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The most important
football books in
the world

Hundreds of books were written about
football, the most famous of which
include “Diego”, “The Man Who Made
Brazil Cry”, and “I Love Football, but
Not the One of Today”.

The Independent recently published a
list of the top 50 books. Here are the

top 10:
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E.scape to
Victory

Escape to Victory tells the story of a group of prisoners
who form a football team during World War II and take on
a Nazi team in a bid to escape.
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Bend It Like
Beckham

An Indian girl who goes against the traditional values of
her family decides to join a football team in the USA. This
smash-hit movie features little David Beckham but a lot of
footballing action.
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PROVIDED YOU DON'T

KISS ME

20 YEARS WITH

BRIAN
GH
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PROVIDED YOU
DON’T KISS ME

Duncan Hamilton demonstrates skill at capturing the
essence of Brian Clough, the English coach: the good, the
bad and the ugly.
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SIMON KUPER

FOOTBALLAGAINST
THE ENEMY

The 22-year-old author Simon Kuper wanted to investigate
precisely how politics and football intertwined throughout the
world. “It was a subject that always fascinated me, and I was
conscious that such a book hadn’t been written before,” he wrote
With little money in the pocket, Kuper visited 22 countries in
nine months to deliver to football fans one of the most beautiful
books on the game.

Mcllvanney on

Football
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HUGH MCcILVANNEY

MCILVANNEY
ON FOOTBALL

From 1963 to 2016, Hugh Mcllvanney wrote about sport for
the Observer (30 years) then the Sunday Times (23 years).
His collection is a fascinating exploration of the timeline of
the European game, incorporating a couple of seasons in
the era of the Premier League and Champions League.
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A Life Too Short: The
Tragedy of Robert Enke

“Robert’s death reminded most of us how little we
understand about the illness that is depression,” writes
Ronald Reng in the introduction to this poignant
biography. Enke, destined to become Germany’s first-choice
goalkeeper at the 2010 World Cup Finals, had been a friend
of the author since 2002, and they had loosely planned to
write a book together on Enke’s football career.
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A cinematic documentary detailing the rise to
prominence and global sporting superstardom
of six supremely talented young Manchester
United footballers.

A wrongfully expelled Harvard undergrad
moves to London, where he is introduced to the
violent underworld of football hooliganism.

A soccer star jailed for assault leads a
group of inmates in a match against
prison guards.

Eric, a football fanatic postman whose life

is descending into crisis, receives some life
coaching from the famously philosophical Eric
Cantona.
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Maradona
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A documentary on Argentinean soccer
star Diego Maradona, regarded by
many as the world’s greatest modern

player.
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In the Hands of

the Gods

The true story of five young British freestyle
footballers’ journey across the Americas to
Argentina in the hope of meeting their hero,

Diego Maradona.

05

The Damned
United
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The story of the controversial Brian
Clough’s 44-day reign as the coach of the
English football club Leeds United.

07

The Miracle
of Bern
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A young boy from a working class family
in post-war Germany struggles with his
estranged father who has returned from
war captivity, while a friend of his plays for
the German team at the 1954 World Cup in

Switzerland
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Ahmed bin Saeed Sultan
has been the Senior Vice
President of flynas for Hajj
and Umrah and Bilateral
Agreements since 2013. He
is responsible for developing
the company’s strategy to
increase its share in the

Hajj and Umrah transport
market, its representation in
the conclusion of cooperation
protocols and bilateral
agreements for transporting
pilgrims to Saudi Arabia,
and consolidation of
relations with civil aviation
authorities and Hajj and
Umrah agencies in different
countries.

Since joining the company
in 2007, Saeed has been

a General Manager of
Ground Operations.

He has established a
dynamic department

that works according to a

Saeed
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comprehensive strategy
and practical framework.

In the past 10 years, he

has succeeded in recruiting
talents capable of delivering
his carefully constructed
plans.

Saeed has a proven record in
managing ground operations
and his responsibilities
developed so that he looked
after contract bidding,
supervised unscheduled
flights and then worked

as General Manager of
Bilateral Agreements and
Civil Aviation Relations.

In 2012, his portfolio of
responsibilities expanded to
include strategic alliances
and in 2013 he was assigned
to oversee the Hajj and
Umrah sector in addition

to his work for bilateral
agreements.
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flynas aims to
make each trip

feel special
and important
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flynas for Hajj and Umrah

 Providi

ng

spirituality and
comfort
for pilgrims”

flynas has always been a partner of Hajj and
Umrah pilgrims and accompanies them on their

trips to the Holy Sites in

Makkah.

WE HAVE ESTABLISHED A DEDICATED COMPANY, FLYNAS FOR
HAJJ AND UMRAH, WHICH COMPETES INTERNATIONALLY TO
ORGANIZE HAJJ AND UMRAH TRIPS FROM ALL COUNTRIES. WE
HAVE ALSO DEVELOPED INTO THE SECOND LARGEST CARRIER

FOR PILGRIMS TO SAUDI A

RABIA.

THE FLYNAS EDITORIAL TEAM MET WITH THE SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
FOR HAJJ AND UMRAH AND BILATERAL AGREEMENTS, AHMED

BIN SAEED SULTAN, TO SHED LIGHT ON THE PREPARATIONS AND
SERVICES CURRENTLY CARRIED OUT BY THE COMPANY OVER THE
HAJJ AND UMRAH SEASON AS WELL AS THE SERVICES IT OFFERS TO

PILGRIMS.

How would you
describe flynas Hajj
and Umrah and the
nature of its work?
flynas Hajj and Umrah
is one of the most
important strategic
units of flynas. It was
established in 2009 to
serve pilgrims in line
with the Kingdom’s

67 | F Iyurmg

commitment to care for
pilgrims and provide
them with the best
services. We do that by
providing direct flights

to Saudi Arabia, thus
facilitating the pilgrims’
travel so they can perform
their religious rites safely
and easily and with
minimum disruption.

s
aS| g alll

flynas
initiatives
have improved
the aviation
sector

How does flynas Hajj
and Umrah compete
internationally in
organizing such
trips?

We partner with Hajj
and Umrah offices in
different countries as
well as airlines and
other service providers.
flynas is known for its
punctuality, safety and
service delivered by
experienced air crews
who can communicate
in the languages of
pilgrims and meet

all the needs of God’s
guests.

During the flight,
flynas Hajj and Umrah
provides pilgrims

with a variety of
publications that offer
information on travel
and belongings.

A Hajj or Umrah trip
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“We care about the service of
thlshastrans]atedmtoa

based on

is very special and

our team pays great
attention to it. On
arrival and departure
at the Kingdom’s
airports, our guests

are welcomed and
served snacks before
boarding the plane.
Their luggage is also
delivered from Makkah
and Madinah to the
airport in order to make
things more convenient
for pilgrims.

flynas Hajj and
Umrah is the second
largest carrier of
Hajj and Umrah
pilgrims to the
Kingdom. How

did you reach this
position and what
advantages do you
have over your
competitors?

We are working in line
with a strategic plan
that aims to provide
the best services to
our guests. We always
strive to open new
markets and to partner
smartly with successful
operators, airlines,
Umrah agencies and
service companies. We
care about the service
of pilgrims and this
has translated into

a positive reputation
based on precision,
discipline, safety and
distinguished services.
Hajj and Umrah
pilgrims are our top
priorities, and we
transport them to the
nearest airport from

their residential
area, thus saving
them the effort and
cost of travelling to
big cities to travel on
our flights. We work
side by side with
the Saudi embassies
in the countries

we operate from in
order to serve Hajj
and Umrah pilgrims
and help overcome
obstacles.

Also, we host many
events and invite
many Arab and
Islamic delegations
in the Hajj and
Umrah sectors to
visit the Kingdom
in order to highlight
the country’s

great role and the
efforts of its wise
government led by
the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques
and his Crown
Prince. Such events
also emphasize the
leading status of
Saudi Arabia at all
levels in the service
and care of the Two
Holy Mosques and
ensure pilgrims
complete their rituals
in comfort and safety.

What is flynas’
coverage for Hajj
and Umrah trips?
Since its foundation,
flynas has expanded
to more than 30
countries in North
and West Africa,
Central Asia, East
and South East Asia,
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flynas has
expanded

to unique
destinations in
Europe

the Gulf States, Arab
countries and some
European countries.

How many pilgrims
were carried on
Hajj and Umrah
trips since the
establishment of the
company?

More than 1.5 million
passengers were
transported on board
4,200 dedicated flights.

What are your
preparations for

the new season and
are there any new
developments you
would like to share
with us?

We have established

a company for Umrah
services to offer a
complete range of
services including air
transport, free choice of
services according to the
needs and requirements
of Umrah pilgrims, and
a high level of excellence
that is in line with the
Kingdom’s great efforts
to serve pilgrims. We
work according the
Ministry of Hajj and
Umrah’s plans to raise
the number of pilgrims
and visitors to the Two
Holy Mosques in line
with the Saudi Vision
2030.

Anything else you
would like to share
with our readers?

I would like to conclude
by delivering more good
news for our guests
because flynas has
ordered 120 Airbus
A320neo airplanes and
operates a wide-ranging
fleet through which

we can access new
countries and markets.
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Middle East’s
Leading Low Cost
Airline for fourth
consecutive year

flynas, the Saudi national carrier and leading low cost airline in the
Middle East, continues to expand its local and global reach and
receive awards that reflects its values and determination to operate
according to the highest standards.

Recently, flynas was
named the “Middle
East’s Leading Low
Cost Airline 2018” for
the fourth year in a
row at the prestigious
World Travel Awards.
The award was handed
out at a ceremony held
in April 2018 at the
Waldorf Astoria Ras Al
Khaimah, United Arab
Emirates.

flynas’ also participated
at the 25th Arabian
Travel Market, the
largest international
travel and tourism
event in the Middle
East, with the objective
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of connecting with
international and
regional industry
leaders and specialists,
network and discuss
business opportunities.

ATM participation
Marking its presence for
the ninth year, flynas
set up an exhibition
stand to showcase its
diverse range of offers
and services as well as
its recent achievements
and partnerships,
especially the recent
SR32 billion deal with
Airbus that will add
several aircraft to

JISS 5ilg=

flynas grabbed
numerous
honouring
awards

4

flynas’ fleet in 2018.
flynas’ high value
offerings, punctual
performance and
superior customer service
earned flynas the award
of the Middle East’s
Leading Low Cost Airline
from the World Travel
Awards in 2015, 2016,
2017 and 2018 as well as
the prestigious Skytrax
Award for the Middle
East’s Best Low Cost
Airline in 2017.

It is worth mentioning
that His Royal Highness
Prince Khalid bin Faisal
named flynas among

the “Top 100 Saudi
Brands”, an awards
series organized by Al
Watan newspaper. This
demonstrates flynas’
leading position among
airlines in the region
and its wish to provide
the best services and
products to its customers.
2017 marked an
exceptional year for
flynas through several
awards that testify to the

company’s commitment
to strive to lead the
industry in the many
years to come.

Onboard
entertainment to be
launched soon

The drive to innovate
and develop flynas

never slows down. flynas
recently announced plans
to offer inflight Wi-Fi in
the near future in order
to serve customers better.
Bandar Al-Muhanna,
Managing Director and
Group CEO of NAS
Holding, said: “We put
the requirements of

our customers at the
forefront of our business
and we always seek

to provide innovative
services at the best
prices. We are also
committed to providing
a comprehensive travel
schedule and exceptional
services to customers.
This is demonstrated by
a customer satisfaction
rate of 94 percent.” m
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Launching the service of
“WIFI streaming”
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The continuous development of flynas is
uninterrupted. Innovation teams and creative
groups are operating uninterrupted. In the
coming period, flynas will announce the launch
of WIFI streaming, And meet their wishes.
“At flynas we place the requirements of
our customers at the core of our business,
and we always strive to provide innovative
services at the best prices. We are committed
to meeting the exact dates of travel and
outstanding customer service,” said flynas
Chief Operating Officer, Bandar Al Muhanna.
Reflected on the satisfaction of our
customers, which reached 94%.
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Discover our new
direct destinations
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CHARMING CITIES

flynas launched five new destinations on June 13th for its
traveling guests, the reality and goal of travelling to each

flynas has always been a
close partner of its guests
and aims to launch new
destinations that meet the
expectations of its customers
looking for a combination

of the economical and
unconventional when it
comes to travel.

This is why we have
announced the launch of
five new destinations. We
can now fly our guests to the
most beautiful places where
nature and entertainment
combine perfectly: Trabzon
in Turkey, Thilisi in Georgia,
Vienna in Austria, Baku

in Azerbaijan and Athens

in Greece. From Riyadh,
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New and direct flights for summer 2018 to Athens-Greece, Tbhilisi-Georgia, Baku-Azerbaijan,

Trabzon-Turkey, and Vienna-Austria. For the best fares book now on www.flynas.com

JLaiVl j5)0
contact center

9200 01234

Flynas.com

and every destination, especially as tourism is all about
entertainment and getting to know new civilizations.

Jeddah and Dammam, these
flights will be available

on all booking channels
starting from the last week
of Ramadan at an average
of three weekly flights

per destination. We are
responding to the growing
demand for preferred
summer destinations as well
as continuous development
of budget flight experiences
and services.
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.mg Lake (Uzungol) in
Trabzon, Turkey

~ View of Black Sea, Trabzon

Hagia Sophia in Trabzon

ela monastery,Trabzon,

Ataturk kiosk,Trabzon
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Trabzon, the magnificent Turkish city,
sits on four mountains surrounded

by four lakes, like a princess in a long
green dress. The word “Trabzon” aptly
translates as “The Four Corners” or
“The Stream” in Ancient Greek.

If you plan to travel to Trabzon, you
should prepare well in order to enjoy the
very special geography and history of
the city. Every book about the ancient
monuments and history in the Black
Sea region focuses on Trabzon due to its
nature, diverse trees and rich history.

Attractive climate, heritage food
The city is known for its pleasant
climate and wonderful atmosphere that
attracts tourists from all over the world
looking for a quiet and comfortable
holiday away from the hustle and

bustle. The summer air is cool and
temperatures are moderate, while trees
cover the green hills spreading over most
of the Trabzon’s territory.
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BEAUTY FROM FOUR CORNERS

Like every ancient Turkish city, food
is one of the most important pillars of
Trabzon’s heritage, with its wonderful
fish and fishing seasons where
fishermen perform the famous Huron
dance. The city is also famous for its
large-sized and spicy bread dishes, the
most famous of which are the various
pies baked on wood with cheese and
anchovies.

Suggestions for your next trip
During your trip to Trabzon, you should
visit a number of important landmarks
including Haider Nabi, a picturesque
area for tourists to enjoy, relax and
distance themselves from their hectic
lives. It is a city that combines fog, rain,
green pastures, meadows, springs and
lakes. It is also called “The House of
Kostaki” after the Russian owner who
built it in 1900. You should visit the
Ataturk Palace, also called the White
Palace, and the castle of Trabzon that

was built to block attacks from hostile
forces from across the Black Sea and
later became one of the finest places that
attracts tourists from all over the world.
Trabzon offers its guests accommodation
in a variety of hotels characterized by
good service, reasonable prices and a
wonderful natural setting.
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THE LAND OF
FLAME AND
MAGICAL
NATURE

Baku is the most popular tourist destination in the Caucasus
region between Eastern Europe and West Asia where old
civilizations embrace the present with fragrant heritage and
charm of nature. Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan, encourages
you to go on a tour to enjoy everything around you. A velvet
flower overlooking the shore of the Caspian Sea, it is known as
the “Land of Flame” because of its abundance of natural gas
discharges from the ground and is used in the treatment of
many chronic diseases.

A city connecting past with present

Baku, a city rich in architecture, has many museums and green
spaces. Despite its vast area, it is easy to roam through because
of the subway connecting the old city with the new city.

You can enjoy a stroll through the minarets of ancient mosques
intertwined with the most impressive modern architecture in
the world. This is epitomized by the Flame Towers, the city’s
tallest building with hundreds of offices, hotels and apartments
reaching up to 38 floors.

Two hallmarks of art and culture

The charming city of Baku includes many places for recreation
and entertainment including the Azerbaijan National Academy
of Opera, Ballet and the Azerbaijan National Orchestra Hall. A
visit to the carpet shows is also one of the must-dos in the city.
UNESCO has listed some types of Azerbaijani carpets as a form
of contemporary art.

Teacups and Azerbaijani baths

Baku’s tradition of tea and steam baths date back hundreds
of years. You will be hard pressed to find a visitor who has
not experienced a cup of tea after an Azerbaijani steam
bath; the city is famous for its centuries-old steam baths
mixed with aromatic essential oils. It is a truly wonderful
experience that takes you back through history.

Tne Heydar Aliyev Center
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gardens of Baku - Azerbaijan

gardens of Baku - Azerbaijan
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VIENN A #

In 2014, Vienna for the seventh time in
a row won the title of the best city to live
in the world. It is one of the most famous
European cities frequented by tourists.
It merges entertainment with creativity,
tradition and modernity. Residents enjoy
a happy life and many entertainment
activities as the city is renowned for
being a world center for education,
literature, music and science.

Vienna is a city of entertainment for

the family. It is one of the safest cities

in the world, making it an attractive
destination for children and adults alike.
It is particular known for attracting
tourists wanting to enjoy a cup of hot
chocolate and a piece of Vienna’s famous
cake.

Beauty, heritage and arts

Vienna is famous for its imperial
heritage such as Schonbrunn, Belvedere
and Hofburg, which are accompanied
by the best musical and cultural

monuments in almost every corner of the
city from the Golden Hall of the Musik
Verkien Music Society to the Museum of
Fine Arts and the National Opera House.
The architecture of its centuries-old
buildings are preserved in the design of
its cafés and restaurants.

A city of four seasons

Vienna is a city for all seasons. With its
beautiful location to the east of the Alps,
it has a charming view unparalleled

in any other city in Europe. Its streets,
shrubs, aqueducts and green gardens
are steeped in history. Romantic lovers
also find innumerable ways to enjoy their
time with their companions and realize
their desire for a dream-like holiday.
Tourists can visit the famous Madame
Tussauds wax museum and the
Schonbrunn Palace as well as many of
the other sights scattered throughout the
city, starting with a visit to the Spanish
Equestrian School with its famous

white horses to a wander through the
city’s nearby forest. The city has more
than 900 coffee places, 100 of which are
classic cafés with waiters in traditional
costumes, wooden floors, marble tables
and luxurious seating. It is also possible
to enjoy a romantic candlelit dinner on
the rooftops of Vienna.

Shopping in Vienna

Shopping in Vienna is a unique pleasure.
Shopping streets and pedestrian areas
offer luxury products and competitive
prices. The Golden Quarter is one of

the most exclusive shopping areas in

the heart of the city, offering luxury
shopping in a historic setting. There are
exclusive shops in the city as well as
Maria Hilfer Street, the city’s longest and
most vibrant shopping street. Vienna

is definitely the perfect destination for
travel this season
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Athens was honored last April and recognized by UNESCO as
the “World Book Capital”. That honor should not be surprising.
Athens, as many know, was and still is the capital of mythology
and philosophy, producing the most important plays in history.
Thanks to Athens, the whole world knows the concept of
democracy that became a dream that everyone aspires to
achieve.

A city with no competition

There does not seem to be a city that competes with Athens,

a beautiful and charming old city. It is the oldest European
capital and home to the most important philosophers, writers
and playwrights in history, thus making it today one of the most
important tourist cities in the world.

Who hasn’t dreamt of visiting Athens one day, especially those
who are fans of ancient Greek legends as well as the writings of
Socrates, Aristotle and Plato?

Heritage and entertainment venues

It is sometimes impossible to know how to start your visit in
Athens due to its sheer diversity. Should you begin your tour
from the city’s modern or old quarters? Do you start shopping or
go to theaters or museums? You may even wonder if it is possible
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CAPITAL OF

MYTHOLOGY
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to see all of the city but do not worry; these questions will seem

meaningless as you begin to experience the prestige of the place.

Among the most popular tourist destinations of the city

are the Acropolis and the new Acropolis Museum, a glass
building at the bottom of the famous archaeological site in
the historic center of Athens featuring the most important
Greek sculptures and artifacts.

Also, visitors can enjoy the national park by Mount
Lycabettus, an ancient mountain boasting the highest point
in Athens where visitors are able to see the Attica Basin and
Aegean Sea.

Plaka is also a popular tourist area in Athens with its
ancient monuments and stone pathways combined with
cafes, restaurants and souvenir shops.

Do not miss the opportunity to visit Athens, where you
will witness with your own eyes the stories and legends
about the city.

eemhg in Mikrolimano marina
in Athens, Greece

The Odeon Herodes Atticus theatre near
Acropolis in Athens, Greece

The Parthenon, The Acropolis
of Athens, Greece
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THE BRIDE
OF GEORGIA

Old quarter in Thilisi, Georgia,

to the President
Palace, Tbilisi, Georgia

Some cities carry stories and secrets
between their streets, bridges and
buildings as well as great geographical,
urban and cultural importance. Thilisi,
the capital of Georgia, embodies all these
qualities. Once you visit the city, you will
be impressed forever by its unforgettable
tourist attractions.

East meets West

The origin of Thilisi’s name comes from
the word “Tbili”, which means warm.

It has developed into one of the best
destinations in Europe and is an example
of East meeting West as the city was
home to several civilizations including
Ottoman, Arab, Russian and Mongolian
cultures.

Tourist destinations in this unique city
are many. There are also many attractive
climatic features such as snow falling
heavily regularly — a must see if you are
a winter sports fan.

City of history and nature

Thilisi boasts many historical, natural,
artistic and cultural attractions
including the National Plants Park, one
of the largest parks in Georgia; and the
Caucasus, a museum of plants as well as
a home to natural landscapes abundant
with different types of plants, trees,
springs and small lakes.

The Museum of the Arts, established in
1920, also showcases the most important
local and European works of art. The
museum is located near Freedom
Square and includes more than 140,000
Georgian, European, Russian and
Oriental art sculptures.

Dinosaurs and caves

Thilisi also features the Cave of
Satbelia, discovered by a professor
named Chabokiani and located within

a natural area with beautiful views.
Georgians have added prominent
dinosaur-related attractions to this cave,

adding to its importance as a tourist
attraction in the city.

You can also visit nearby Bakuriani,

a beautiful Georgian destination
surrounded by many green landscapes
including pine forests. It is a special ski
resort and also a good place to celebrate
holidays and events.

Bakuriani is located by the northern
slope and stands at 1,700-meters high.
The Peace Bridge is the most important
tourist attraction in the city because it
connects the Old City with the New City.
With five new destinations, flynas

has become a partner for its guests by
offering flights to countries that combine
charm, attraction and leisure at an
economical cost.
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iftar in Najdi households,
it is made from dates,
butter and flour in
addition to cardamom and
crocus. It is rich in calories
and good for fasting
people in Ramadan.
Saudis have preserved
a big part of their
tradition through their - -
dishes. Food remains
tightly linked to daily
Saudi life that is
undergoing constant
social transformations. m

Delicious arab
lamb soup with
vegetables
closeup
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to leave could do so.
His favorite drink was
the milk of camels and
he would drink water
brought from the well
of Al Ju'ranah near
Makkah.

MOST POPULAR
SAUDI DISHES
Saudi banquets are

held in line with the
traditions and culture of
each individual region
as well as national
heritage, climate and
agriculture. However,
there are a few dishes

that are consistently
well known across the
Kingdom:

Maftah: Composed

of meat, rice and many
spices such as cinnamon,
carnation, cardamom,
black pepper, crocus

as well as a little bit of
garlic. Boiled pasta is
added and it is decorated
with boiled eggs.

Kabsa: This popular
dish occupies a
special place in Saudi
banquets. It is served

Fish
Mashboush:
One of the
best Saudi
dishes that is
prepared from
fish

lamb
madghout,
popular
arabic rice
with meat

in fast food restaurants
and in various forms.
Before, kabsa was
cooked with lamb meat
but recently it has been
cooked with chicken,
fish or prawns.

Sleek: Popular in
Hejaz and Taif, it is

a kabsa made of rice,
eggs with chicken or
lamb meat as well as
rice and milk, tomato
sauce and spices such
as cinnamon, pepper,
cardamom, carnation,
butter and coriander.

Fish Mashboush:
One of the best Saudi
dishes that is prepared
from fish, rice and a
mixture of cinnamon,
black pepper and
crocus.

Haneez: A dish
known in most

regions of the Arabian
Peninsula such as
Yemen and Asir. It is
eaten with rice, red
corn bread and ferment.
It is served at many
times during iftar.
Matziz: A special dish
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popular in Najd. It is
formed from dough and
meat and served with
soups and vegetables.

Jrish: This dish is
also popular in Najd as
well as nearby Jordan
and Palestine. It is

--~//, ER

prepared from solid - plebll piaig (sdsoll p=ll
wheat added to meat oo VYgoo o)Vl (e
~ soup, black pepper, b5l a9 d,9lx0 @8,¢
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Karsan: This Najdi : gﬁ'
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covered and left for half - -
an hour. After that, it

is put on a huge sheet

of iron on a strong fire.

The dough is scooped

and spread thinly on the

sheet until it is ready.
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Kalija: A popular
dessert in Qassim and
Hail, it is made from
wheat stuffed with
date molasses, with
cardamom and crocus
added. It is kneaded in
various forms.
Hanini: Served during -
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A warm welcome to nasmiles lounge

at King Fahad International Airport
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nasmiles lounge at King Fahd International Airport in Dammam is one of the services that flynas offers to its

guests traveling through the loyalty program “nasmiles”, and providing them with enjoyment and comfort
until boarding the plane. nasmiles lounge access is free for Business class, Gold and Platinum members.
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contact center

9200 01234

Food of King
Abdulaziz
Saudi heritage is full
of anecdotes about
_the joint banquets
between the state’s
kings and their people.
_They contained dishes
~typically consisting of
dates, wheat, rice, meat
and malt. Saudi history
books have kept records
of the banquets held by
the Kingdom’s founder
King Abdulaziz (may
he rest in peace). He
was committed to Arab

— —— —— traditions in all ways

of life and consistently
practiced moderation.
One book narrated:
“The banquet of King
Abdulaziz in his palace
was a permanent
fixture; it was prepared
after he finished his
public sessions. He used
to have lunch consisting
of rice, boiled meat
roasted with butter,
vegetable soup, fruits

and sometimes fried

meat. The food was
served at the ground
and carried from a

accompanied by some of
his sons.”

The king would sit
on the ground with
his men or guests, as
is tradition. If he had
guests, the closest would
sit on the right and
the princes would sit
on the left according to

their age. On the right

would be his ministers,
counselors, and other
state figures. Then

~ the others would sit
nearby chamber. At '
- “the banquet, he was

on both sides without
arrangement. When
one of the diners was
full, he would dismiss
himself. However, the
king would wait until
all his guests were full
before he got up. When
he washed his hands,
he would use a bottle
of attar or roses. Then

____coffee would be served

and whoever wished -
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Popular
dishes that
Saudis enjoy
in their daily
lives contain
a wonderful
blend of
spices.
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the agricultural habits
of the people who
lived in any particular
location.

In many countries
we find that food is an
integral component
of social identity.
Countries such as
Italy, France and India
present food as a tourist
attraction.

The American writer
Laurie Colwin wrote
that whether we are
happy or sad, we still
need food. In both cases
we find delight in a
delicious dish. Dishes
differ from one country
to another based on
their heritage and
history. Saudi cuisine is
no exception.

Food in literature
Food is considered a
blessing in itself and
carries strong social
meanings. It does not
simply complement life
but acts as its origin.

It embodies various
types of energies that
have been used by those
in the arts to express
feelings that could
otherwise not be easily
expressed. Among these
stories is One Thousand
and One Nights, where
food was used as a tool
to express mood and
behavior.

One Thousand and
One Nights embodied
legendary tales that
often used food to set
their themes. History
books often contain
many anecdotes about
Arabs and their stories
about food. There is a
manuscript from the
4th century Hijri that
contained the names
of food derived from

89 | [ Iygﬂé

books of medicine and
the phrases of chefs and
intellects. It was written
by Abo Mohammad
Al-Mozafar ibn Nasser
ibn Siyar Al-Warak who
lived in Baghdad and
worked as a scholar

on cuisines during the
Abbasid period. The
manuscript says that
Al-Rashid and his

son were fond of food,
especially “Haronyat”
and “Maamounyat”. The

wife of Al-Ma’'mun was
called Buran and there
was a dish named after
her called “Buranyat”.

Arab dishes,
history and
heritage

No one can beat the
Arabs when it comes to
their dishes, especially
as they are known

for their hospitality.
Researcher Dr. Nawaf
Ahmad Abdulrahman

Ulao, 9 pilal) 6aus0
100 Sl el csle @lgisV
byl pilall pogsug

says in his book about
the history of Arab
before Islam that
Arabs typically had 16
banquets. They include

one each for a wedding,

engagement, giving
birth, for the child, for
circumcision, when
finding something lost,
for renewing the place
of residency, for the
guests, for returning
from travel and one for
disasters. Saudi people
still maintain that
heritage.

Saudi cuisine,
history and
heritage

There are several
cultures in Saudi Arabia
due to the diversity of
its geography. Therefore,
the types of dishes and
banquets also vary.

We can find the Hejazi
cuisine in Hejaz region,
Najdi cuisine from Najd,
cuisine from Ahsa,

and unique cuisines
from the southern
region. There are also
popular dishes that
Saudis enjoy in their
daily life. Most of them
contain spices inspired
from the Bedouin way
of life such as kabsa,
which is typically
served in weddings and
celebrations. -
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Ibn Khaldun famously
said that each nation
is characterized by its
costume, folk songs
and food. Typically,
each.study of a
society starts with an
examination of these
three things. As Dr.
Hussein Mohammad
explained, food is a
main consideration

because it helps
scholars undersicand —»

with garlic and*
parsley in a
~ white bowls

i
lemon and chilli
some ingredient
add spices to
your food
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Meshal Al-
Harasani has
42 inventions
in various
fields and he
is aiming to
break the 50
mark by 2020.
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YOUNG
SAUDIS
WILL NEVER
KNOW THE
IMPOSSIBLE

“We are all innovators,
and no human has never
not attempted to be
innovative. Human nature
always seeks to find
solutions to all problems,
which is the first step
towards invention and
innovation,” said Meshal
Al-Harasani once.

Al-Harasani can be
considered one of

the Kingdom’s great
innovators after
demonstrating to Neom
City the first ever
energy generators that
draw power when car
tires roll over them.
The generator would
resemble a low-lying
cylindrical hump, and
this simple yet huge
invention put Al-
Harasani on the map
in the Kingdom even
though he already

has more than 40
innovations.

STEPPING UP HIS
CAREER

Al-Harasani completed
his preparatory-year
program with an
average score that

did not allow him to
study medicine or
engineering. Starting
his education at the
University of Business
and Technology, he
succeeded after a few
years in securing places
at Harvard University
and MIT, and then
returned to King
Abdulaziz University to
help some doctors and
engineers in developing
knowledge.

One of his most
important innovations
during this stage

was the Fida

Needle, a simple

and groundbreaking
innovation in the

medical world. It is a
serrated needle that
can penetrate all the
cartilages in all over

the body and negating
the need for surgery.
Al-Harasani’s invention
was made in France and
applied in Germany.

INFLUENTIAL
CONTRIBUTIONS
Representing King
Abdulaziz University,
Al-Harasani
participated in the
2017 MISK Global
Forum with a group

of influential figures
around the world. He
delivered a speech

to encourage and
motivate young people
to create innovations
and inventions that
contribute to the
knowledge economy and
to achieve the Saudi
Vision 2030.

Holding in his

hands a 13-year-

old Saudi invention
that demonstrates a
core objective of the
Saudi Vision 2030,
Al-Harasani stressed
on the importance of
utilizing human capital
while looking at Saudi
Arabia as a source of
minds and not just oil.
Meshal’s inventions,
which date back to
2000, fall in line with
HRH Prince Mohammed
Bin Salman’s slogan:
“The sky is the limit of
our ambitions.”

SHALAL- HARASANI

Al-Harasani addressed
the Saudi youth: “We,
the Saudi youth,
will never know the
impossible.”
He is a real motivating
example worthy of our
appreciation and praise
and has become a model
of knowledge, science
and ambition.
Tels] 50 31>
MEETING BILL 2020 ple 5
GATES Al-Ha{'asani
Al-Harasani shared ;Z;éﬂliﬂ'% t5%
his lecture and held o on5020
discussions with Bill
Gates during the
opening of MISK forum.
He briefed Gates on
the situation of the
Saudi youth, who are
facing many challenges
that require modern
ideas to promote school
education in order to

provide children with
the most needed skills
in the 21st century.
Meshal was honored by
Harvard University, MIT,
and the US Department
of State for his scientific
and social achievements
that contributed to the
development of the
world.

“I always tell the youth
that we are capable of
executing these projects.
The government has
put its trust in us, in
all areas. We have three
different cities in Saudi
Arabia that will only be
built by Saudi youth,”
said Al-Harsani.

Today, Meshal Al-
Harasani has 42
inventions in various
fields and he is
preparing to reach the
50 mark by 2020. =
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Seat Selection

Don’t miss your chance to set on your
preferred seat ,all you need to do is to
pre-select it on your next flight.

Excess Baggage

Save up to %50 on your extra
baggage if you add them while
booking your flight.

Lounge Access

Get away from the noise and enjoy a
relaxing environment in one of our
luxorious lounges.

On-board Meals

Feeling hungry? Choose one of our
delecious hot meals to be specially
served to you on your trip.
Per-order your meal.

Car Rental

Working with over 900 companies
in 163 countries, to guarantee the right
car in the right place, and the right price.

Hotels

Get up to %50 on your hotels
booking choosing from 1,478,946
properties worldwide.

Ground Transportation

Offering you airport to city transfers in
over 11,000 destinations in over 120
countries around the world with

the best price.
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