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NETWORK
Where do you want to go with

flynas? 8

12

DIALOGUE

Mishaal Ashemimry: Named one of the 100 Most
Powerful Arab Women 2015 by Arabian Business,
this remarkable woman talks to flynas about her
research in the field of aerospace engineering and
how she managed to establish herself in a field that
is difficult to break into. 16

PLACES

Dubai: This incredible shopping and tourism
destination has become the premier city in
the region in terms of attracting the stars
from all over the world to enjoy sun, shopping
and civilization. 68
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58 HERITAGE

Aledeib Museum: This one of the largest
private museums in the Kingdom that
features rare exotic animals and old
antiques and evokes a certain sense of
nostalgia for the past, attracting visitors
from inside and outside the country. 80
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KUWAIT TV: Our flynas
correspondent tells

the story of how this

;i television channel made
history in the region
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SMOKING SUITS:
We explore how
this iconic piece
of clothing rose in
popularity.
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WELCOME ON BOARD! ; ‘

Dear guest,

Dear Guest, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you on board
this flynas flight today.

We at flynas recently announced a record breaking agreement with
Airbus to purchase 120 A320 neo family aircraft over the coming 10
years. This agreement will see us replace our entire current fleet as
well as facilitate a steady expansion. While great credit is due to our
shareholders and Board for the vote of confidence in us as a business,
none of this would have been possible without you, our cherished guest.
In the last few years we have consistently increased our destinations,
frequencies and passenger numbers to record levels.

The A320 neo will, we believe, add to the comfort, speed and efficiency
of our flights with new technology in the design and engines offering a
minimum of 15% less fuel burn. This ticks several boxes for us as a
company. Less fuel burn will of course allow us to save on expenses
but it will add to our determination to become a greener business with
substantial reductions in emissions.

Our plans for expansion are, we believe, reasonable and you can see
that in 2016 we added 13 new routes. This expansion has led to two new
bases for flynas in Dammam and Abha. The Dammam based routes are
going from strength to strength and we are greatly encouraged with the
support we have from the people of the Eastern Province and the leading
businesses in the region. We are operating to five southern airports
in conjunction with GACA, who are at the forefront of developing the
expansion of aviation services in the Kingdom with our full support.

New routes recently introduced include Riyadh to Bisha and Jeddah
to Yanbu, deepening our commitment to flying within the Kingdom and
providing the flynas experience to our guests.

This February flynas is 10 years old and to mark the occasion we
have some fantastic special offers during the month, so please ensure
that you keep in touch with us so you can benefit. Any business that
can sustain itself for 10 years is special, but this is particularly the case
in the aviation sector. We have grown from two aircraft to the point of
ordering 120 aircraft. It has been an interesting journey for us in the
flynas family, but most important of all it is a journey shared with the
citizens of the Kingdom. So thank you sincerely for your support over
the last 10 years and InshAllah here’s to the next 10!

We are also very happy with the number of you that have joined nasmiles,
our loyalty programme where every riyal you spend with us is converted
to points. We will be developing our membership offering over the coming
months, so please ensure you take advantage of the free membership.

As you should know by now, we are primarily interested in your
safety & comfort so please relax and enjoy the flight. If the crew can be
of any assistance to you, please do not hesitate to ask them. Once again,
thanks for the business. We know you have a choice when it comes to
air travel and it is our great pleasure that you chose flynas.

Paul Byrne
flynas CEO
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10 years and
counting

I would like to extend my deep thanks to you for choosing to
travel on this flynas flight. We know you have a choice and we are
delighted that you have put your trust in us today.

All of us have dreams and ambitions, and each one of us hopes to have
a promising future. However, in life you have to strive, go beyond your
dreams by setting goals and start directing your strategies towards
meeting your objectives in order to make sure you’re on the right track.

From the start of our operations at flynas, we didn’t work to achieve
dreams only, but we also had to defend our dreams and overcome a lot
of difficulties and challenges. Ten years ago, flynas had to tackle many
obstacles, but it was worth it. Through the plans, methods and goals we
set, we could start achieving our dreams.

Indeed, flynas launched low-cost services from its Riyadh base with
only two aircrafts travelling to only one destination. The number of weekly
flights at that time did not exceed 28, an average of four flights a day.

Development and expansion continued, and passengers’ confidence in
us increased day after day. Together we changed the air transport map in
the Kingdom and the Middle East and initiated a paradigm shift in the
development of the aviation sector and style of travel.

We achieved all of this within 10 years! And we did it in a sector that
contains airlines that have operated for decades in this field.

Within only a ten-year period, the flynas fleet increased to 28 aircraft and
now the airline has successfully operated 1,100 weekly flights to 34 domestic
and international destinations. In 2016, we carried 6.3 million passengers
from four stations in the central, western, eastern and southern regions.

We did this with crews consisting of 276 pilots and assistant pilots (60
percent of them Saudi). We have won several prestigious awards that
confirm the uniqueness of flynas and its constant evolution:
¢ The Middle East’s Leading Low-Cost Airline at the World Travel Awards

20186, for the second year in a row
* 2015 Airline of the Year for Supporting Tourism in the Arab World
¢ Best Call Center for the Aviation Sector in the Middle East
* Best Service Sales Award.

In order to raise our level of transparency, we have started declaring our
punctuality performance on a monthly basis (on our website). On average,
90 percent of our flights are on time, making us one of the most punctual
airlines in the region. Our customer satisfaction levels stand at 93 percent.

In addition to that, we recently announced a SAR32 billion deal with the
European plane manufacturer Airbus to purchase 120 A320 neo single-aisle
jets. This is a deal that is considered to be the second largest to buy A320
neo Family aircraft in the Middle East. In fact, this strategic move also
demonstrates the magnitude of our ambitions that we strive to achieve in
order to help meet the Kingdom’s vision of a booming economy.

We celebrated 10 years of our success on February 17, 2017, and this is a
monumental achievement. At flynas, we work as a team and we seek to develop
our human and technical capabilities in order to be a force in the aviation world.
I would like to express my thanks to all the shareholders in the company and to
the chairman and members of the Board of Directors for their endless support,
which has reflected positively on the development of the company.

Iwould also like to pay tribute to my colleagues for the wonderful teamwork
spirit they have, and for their sense of belonging and loyalty to flynas.

Greetings to you, flynas passengers, for your loyalty and your trust in us,
and we promise to reward you more in the future.

Bander Al Mohanna
Chief Executive Officer of NAS Holding Group

lgei 10
U9 Joluuog

o ol saudl pS;LisY Sl Pl pS) pasil Ul WV cul
psiss Vo) ghaoll 13D gluig exisd oI pJ Wl YU Ulub bgbs>
Logd Uyasi Jxo 5\ s\l
sy Ol Job 29 JS il>gab al Lo oy JS osiow LSy =i LS
‘SJ.zuu|JA.LC9Q\9_uuu|_LLcu|oth|quJ9_Lc|9MQJ
S 9= dlm&ll a>gqj u|9 .dImUI oY) |_\uJ uLu.oW Py )glzu u|9
ueall Gasbll (e 0gS il ywl

Lisdls Jy oMoV gaii) had Jow o) cpwl Uhub (59 oo yladl o
lazdly wclaall o Sl lpip=ls (il @0Vl 0is iz Gayl lpic
bhad clgiw 1+ L8 lpaisid b, lasly olxpiog hhsy ol
oSy Mhasd e ozl cp=les cole il dlaul cils asMnVl cols
s wwlS dglazll

vl oo Bau>g Il abxosy WMy pulb Vb Blhil (Jeallg
el ¥ 33>l ap>g (5] Uhdlus basd oyl L whilb sl e
5 Jazoy &> ooymines duiled JIT dcgmwll QMsJl sace solses o) cao>
a2y bogy Ly oo p8lunoll aas 153 @agills seladdl souwls ol (58 WM>,
Oidlly aSlaoll (58 ozl Jaill ab,ls dlunll Wdsas go sy oo
JS el Leluwly huall glnd juehi) ducedl aladl GeSids dawsVls
e Sgiz glad (59 JanSy|9wHa.c)9lzupJu|).Jqu).w)w._U>
alod 5o V¥ olyl Jablwly ol olyie cuael Uhub S,
ol llog 1had wlgiw Vo JMsg b Ulub (88 LSy 16,5l (o yuincg
ol ducgnl @ls) 11+ Luadg b5l oupmines ©lod sazs olyilb Jghiwl
dgsg aulsls dp>g YE

&l oo -¥lue Osde 1T WM>, o sde Wiy Y1 ple (s9
onlb pdlls -augizdly a8, ully anyslly (dawsll ashioell (58 wlaxo
ppio gl s JSis TV ] pdsas Joog ouslib Sacliuog
> poladl 0y9kig b Ul 505 3SE dauac 3ilg> (sle Lla>g - %1
e Lla>
Yo )9 V10 ool (sl gsoled gVl 3 idl (s (Sslaisl Uyl Jadl o
ayyell @bl pey So> JU Jadl 65il>
bVl Byl (89 Olyuball glhas) Jlail 55,0 Jadl 655l o
Oleandl gl doas Ladl
JSU Uosclge @8 0Me| Laacel 189 (a,9laidl Sgiuws oo 895 0l J=Vg
Jclgo @8> dws wlog Cus> Ll ulyuldal wg,ﬁJW &3g0ll sle o
suclony Glsdl @ahioll (b Ol WIS, Jiadl 3508 72+ (] oMyl
ot )iy @S5 pd Wl V] AT G WiMlac Lo, alls (a> 189 «oMJl
iy Wl sl sdeg 808 Al Lighs oo 540 Ulel Jo
s sVl Byill dshio b olylall el i acgi oo i ST liS
A320 neo ul))UD :l).u) adlV UDLJ)JI aS,u go uuLu Ul);Jo 9 l...LagJ
Ba8all Bay S Ja> (58 «Sagew Jy Hldo YT 4 Lpic 0MeYl pi oS

JS Josig s sl Lil>gob ,laie puogi dxmiliwV bghzdl 0is ol
52330 3laidl (58 aSlooll ) Béxily lpsrs=i) pg

o9 bl sl Gab Olub Ul sl Wlgiw i Jazi o o
WUio] pobd lails s Wl Joae (885 aaSso T2V uld IV
aalS Jzwl Loy bl plle (8 Loo (o8 pubi 0sS) auially il
ode 8,51 Gulo sliacly Gaudyg @S il (58 Gradlusall JS 5] S
doug sk (sde Llwl puSsil Lo &Sl 6 ypmo) sdlioWI pcoll
oy Velosy sl Al aupell 29, e Sl (58 gulolell SV
e Gl Ulhub 5,3luo oS dumdiy .ol Ol oSl sVglls slowVlg
030l pSasig (Lo pSusly pSiVe

Ligodl 55
aaylall ywb acgomxal Siwaisdl gl

flynascom | 4



e

AlUabr Financing Corporation

180l 830 Jgbo Jobh uoli (G
}®J7W3chﬂgoﬂlii
&loniuog 6220 il jLuw

olsalllg lhgpudl Gulni*

© € @aljabrfinancing

J165 59 O
&yj06 adslgo @@

&soiblunyl oyl po §5Ig:o

00 b Juadil jhud Gua ]

9200057 72

WWWO| c.com.sa

D9 Wleog And auls
Moeolly eall plaso (89 @it
oo A>1 sy du,elly dadmoll
bl o)l oMVl 5S ol
w9 &y ,aadl wlslpadly 35lg=l oo
oMVl Jlsoll

A Saudi writer and journalist
who has written for many local and Arab
newspapers and magazines, Haibait is one
of the founders of the media center (the
women’s section) at Taibah University.
She has received many accolades and
awards in the media.
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Sherif is an Egyptian journalist
and writer who won the Dubai Award
for Journalism in 2015. Today he
works in Kuwait as an editor for a
local newspaper. He has published
collections of short stories and
recently released his novel “Suchana
and the Flying Shoe”.
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Saudi writer, researcher
and journalist. Rabab received
her higher degree from Lebanon

University, majoring in Knowledge
and Culture Sociology. She regularly
writes in the local press and is also
a poet who has represented the
Kingdom in several local and foreign
forums.
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the company is
confident of providing
the best services to its
guests.”

Al Jeaid discussed
the challenges
that flynas faced
in the beginning
and the company’s
role as a national
carrier in driving
the economy and
helping the Kingdom
meet its Vision
2030 by developing
and providing job
opportunities for
young Saudi people.
He thanked flynas’
partners for their
support as well as
the airline’s Board of
Directors and staff
for their role in the

negotiations,

led by

Al Mohanna.
Leahy said:

“The additional A320

neo aircraft will

w._.i.
~

continue to support
flynas’ growth plans
as a leading low-

cost carrier in Saudi .
A i’s fast- . U0 2de

r'ablla s fast growmg’ T
aviation sector. Today’s Oljlaivlg
agreement further

. A decade of
consolidates the Avi
ying and

aircraft’s popularity achievements
that has been Q0
endorsed by operators

worldwide. The
aircraft will offer a
unique combination of
unbeatable economics,
fuel and cost efficiency
and outstanding
passenger comfort.” m
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flights at that time did
not exceed 28 at an
average of four flights
per day. However,

our development and
expansion continued
and passengers’
confidence in us
increased day after
day. Together we

could change the

air transport map

in the Kingdom and
the Middle East

and we delivered a
paradigm shift in the
development of the
aviation sector and the
style of travel.”

This was achieved
by an airline that
had not even been
operating for 10 years
and in a sector where
the competition had
been established for
decades, he said.

Meeting and
exceeding
performance
targets

Al Mohanna outlined

the several prestigious

awards received by
flynas that confirmed
its unique position and
constant evolution.

These awards included

the following:

» The Middle East’s
Leading Low-Cost
Airline at the World
Travel Awards 2016,
for the second year
in a row

» 2015 Airline of the

Year for Supporting

Tourism in

the Arab World

Best Call Center for

the Aviation Sector

»

¥

13| F Iygﬂé

in the Middle East
» Best Service Sales

Award.

“In order to
raise our level of
transparency, we have
started declaring
our punctuality
performance on a
monthly basis (on our
website). On average,
90 percent of our
flights are on time,
making us one of the
most punctual airlines
in the region. Our
customer satisfaction
levels stand at 93
percent,” said Al
Muhanna.

He added that the
deal with Airbus was
the second largest for
A320 neo single-aisle
family aircraft in the
Middle East.

“In fact, this
strategic move shows
the magnitude of our
ambitions that we
strive to achieve in
order to contribute
in accomplishing the
Kingdom’s vision of a
booming economy. At
flynas, we work as a
team and we seek to
develop our human and
technical capabilities
in order to be a leader
in the aviation sector.”

A decade of flying
and achievements
Al Jeaid said flynas
today operates 28
aircraft from just two
in 2007.

“We also successfully
operated 57,511
flights in 2016 and the
number of passengers

The
additional
A320 neo
aircraft will
continue

to support
flynas’
growth
plans as a
leading low-
cost carrier

¢

carried by the company
increased from 5,009
passengers in 2007 to
6.3 million in 2016.
Over the same period
our revenues increased
from SAR79 million to
SAR2.82 billion,” he
added.

flynas chose to buy
A320 neo aircraft
because it is the
world’s best-selling
single aisle aircraft
and met the company’s
technical and
operational needs.

“With the
introduction of new
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-
120 Airbus A320 neo aircraft
join flynas fleet
flynas announced it has signed a SAR32 billion deal with Airbus to purchase 120 A320 neo

single-aisle jets. The agreement includes a definitive order for 80 aircraft as well as purchase
rights for another 40. The deliveries are scheduled to take place over 2018-2026.

15 | F Iyur)&g

he signing
ceremony
was attended

by Ayed Al Jeaid,
chairman of NAS
Holding; Bander

Al Mohanna, CEO

of NAS Holding;

John Leahy, Chief
Operating Officer for
Airbus Customers;
and Fouad Attar,
Managing Director for
Airbus Middle East.
Other guests included
senior figures at the
General Authority of
Civil Aviation leaders
as well as employees in
the aviation sector and
NAS Holding.

From dreams to
achievements

In his speech,

Al Mohanna described
flynas’ history and
achievements as a
dream: “All of us

have dreams and
ambitions, and each
one of us hopes to have

AIRBUS
flynas

|

AIRBUS

flynos

et

AIRBUS

a promising future. In
life, you have to strive
and challenge and go
beyond your dreams
and wishes by setting
goals and directing
your strategies
accordingly in order to
make sure you're on
the right track. Since
the beginning of our
work at flynas, we
didn’t work to achieve
dreams only, but we
also had to defend our
dreams and face a
lot of difficulties and
challenges.”

He said 10 years
ago, when flynas
was starting out,
the airline had to
overcome many
obstacles.

“Indeed, flynas
launched low-
cost services from
its Riyadh base with
only two aircrafts
travelling to only
one destination. The
number of weekly —

All of
us have
dreams

and

ambitions,
and each
one of us
hopes to

have a

promising

future
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market is experiencing
a huge growth, but the
problem is that there
are no special vehicles/
rockets to launch

these small satellites.
Therefore, they are
forced to launch them
by rockets designed to
carry large payloads.
Currently, most of the
rockets are designed to
carry large satellites
(large payloads), so
we can say that there
is a great shortage in
the market for rockets
specifically designed to
carry small satellites.
In fact, these small
satellites are launched
by larger rockets (as
secondary payloads),
and the customers

have no choice on how
their small satellites
will be launched, or to
what orbits they will
be released, in addition
to the high cost of
launching them as
secondary payloads. So
we decided to establish
our own company that
will try to provide

the market with
rockets specifically
designed to carry
small satellites. The
market is getting
bigger and there is a
great need for rockets
that can launch small
satellites into space
at a reasonable cost,

i.e. rockets designed to
launch small satellites
only.

by

i "'."‘.‘\' "

What are your latest
achievements and
successes?

I am pleased to
announce that our
M-SV propulsion
system successfully
completed its first
static test on August
11, 2014. The success
of this test validates
and demonstrates
MISHAAL Aerospace’s
hybrid rocket
propulsion system.

It is a milestone
achievement for
MISHAAL Aerospace.
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No field is closed
to women.
Meeting
challenges and
perseverance are
ways to success

PR

4 W

J9>> o LuiSloi waus
acliuall )LdVIl Hguw
49,209 & usu0ll
COsdl L>lus|

b 2all ducliall sVl Bgw
oadolell OI V| (Lo goi 8
ppud) G glhall 13is (58
Wiy ppcMdY avls gu)lso
Bulso go eMSW Vg )by
Ol LaS 8,8 @gozd danao
839>90)l &lgall oo Sl
SV Las\W agian WV
i agos ,iSVlg loces
SJladVl 038 Ol LaS «( Sgull
Ol Y 8,,0.0)l dcluall
ey agil DVgaxS (sl
Sl pgsad puds 1Sl 2u)lso
b ol (BUbYI (> (08
Sl izl Vg (sl S
il 148 JS Bgdg Lt soll
aalSsy 4gil dloxS pp8Mb|
olsws 0l B8 Ui 6,08

+ Qoouan Fu)lear S9! g5

L SRR ,::J...,
Wﬂ%

e, OFOoS0Ce S
QLT EROIRA
Boye-20;

You have worked at
NASA. Tell us about
your experience?
After earning two
bachelor’s degrees

in aerospace
engineering and
applied mathematics
at Florida Tech, I
approached Dr. Daniel
Kirk, associate head
of the mechanical and
aerospace engineering
department, to

figure out what to

do next. I discussed
my field interests
with Dr. Kirk and

he presented several
funded projects to

me. The one that was
most interesting was
a project sponsored by
the NASA Marshall
Space Flight center

in the field of nuclear
thermal propulsion.
He was excited that I
decided to take on this
project as he felt I was
up to the challenge.
Thus, NASA chose to
pay for my master’s
degree in aerospace
engineering.

11

Will you support
the females in your
own company?

Why not, if they have
the needed science,
knowledge and
experience?

What’s the

latest from your
exploratory tours,
and is there any
development in this
area?

There is no field devoid
of development. In the
near future we will
see space tourism,
humans will be sent
to Mars, the moon will
be mined, asteroids
will also be mined,
and we will witness
deeper exploration of
space. We will achieve
all these goals in a
cost-efficient way in
comparison to what
was the expensive
norm when usually
calculating the cost of
space achievements.
We will also see an
increase in small
satellites in terms of
their development and
deployment in space, in
addition to a significant
decrease in the cost

of launching these
satellites in order to
keep up with growing
demand. =
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My objective
is science.
Thankfully,
my Saudi
community
encourages
me
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goals, so I don’t try
to satisfy society if

it is against science.
Thankfully, my Saudi
community strongly
encourages me.

When I left my work at
Raytheon Missile Systems
in 2010, it was difficult for
me to find other jobs in
the market because many
companies (due to an
economic slowdown) were
laying off some of their
employees rather than
hiring. As a result [ was
faced with either moping
around waiting until a job
opened or create my own.
In other words I was faced
with either leading or
following, and I chose the
former. Thus, I moved to
Miami and launched the
next stage of my career—
MISHAAL Aerospace. Of
course I received some
help and I'm lucky that I
had strong support from
my family and friends.

Being proactive in this
area, have you ever
felt the seriousness of
this step?

Many people might think
that this step carries a
very big risk, especially in

the field of space. Yes, this
is true, it is very risky.
But trying and failing is
better than not trying at
all. Of course, my goal
was to try and succeed.

7

What does your
company specialize
in?

MISHAAL Aerospace
specializes in launch
vehicle development to
send small satellites (less
than 500 kg) into low
Earth orbit. The company
designs, develops and
launches its own line of
rockets, the M-Rocket,
which is the first
generation of cost-effective
dedicated small satellite
launch vehicles. The
M-Rocket serves the broad
applications of small
satellites for clients from
the government, research,
commercial aerospace
and telecommunication
industries. MISHAAL
Aerospace’s objective is

to provide a turn-key and
cost-effective approach to
space access, making it
more commonplace and
accessible.

The small satellites -

JasYl Wow
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Satellites
market is
experiencing a
huge growth
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found that in large you are to achieve Sp ace'Fh"g-“ht L7

Following my companies, the female your goals. Despite centérin :.-
graduation as an engineer has to work all the difficulties I the field

You were voted aerospace engineer, 1 much harder than her encountered, I could of nuclear

one of the 100 Most worked for Raytheon male counterpart in achieve what I wanted e

Powerful Arab Missile Systems for order to prove herself. to through my hard work thermal_ o

Women 2015 by two years. During On many occasions, 1 and perseverance. propulsmn

Arabian Business. my work in this well- found that men receive

What are your known company, I credit before women,

aspirations? joined many meetings even if they work just

My ambition has no where people from as hard as them. In

limits. I aspire to all departments terms of the difficulties = How did you

accomplish many goals, would meet to discuss that I encountered in overcome social

including obtaining a engineering details my company, there difficulties so you

doctorate in aerospace related to a particular were challenges in could make a strong

engineering and missile. Many times, obtaining financial impression on others?

publishing a lot of people would think support to fund my My objective is

research papers and that I was too young company’s future contributing to science

perhaps I can become to participate in projects. and achieving scientific 5

a professor for the
benefit of others, God
willing. With regard to
my work on spaceships
and rockets, I hope to
contribute in innovating
new and effective
methods to reduce the
cost for space travel and,
more importantly, I hope
that my achievements
will inspire a lot of
young men and women
to continue working in
areas related to science.
I also would like to see
more people taking more
risks to develop the
innovations of our young
people and support their
projects by finding the
capital required to make
their dreams come true.
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DIALOGUE

First Saudi woman to
major in aerospace
engineering

MY
AMBITION
. WIDER
THAN
THE SPACE!

Mishaal Ashemimry is considered
the first Saudi woman to break into
the world of space and aerospace,

drawing the attention of
NASA. The agency agreed to
fund her master’s degree
research on nuclear
thermal propulsion.

Mishaal, one of the
first Arab aerospace
engineers, was
voted one of
the 100 Most
Powerful

Arab
Women

was no
accident.

Arabian

ASHEMIMRY

Business. It was >
She achieved <
managed through <
to confirm hard work, s
her presence perseverance,
as a Saudi learning, w
aerospace studying and -
engineer and most of all, love E
moved with for what she was
determination in a doing or learning to
field that is difficult do. We all are proud
to break into. Her of this great Saudi

success

Interview by: Haibat Buradah

25 F|YQO§



pant leg usually has a
strip of satin.

Formal suits are
typically made from
Merino Wool, which is
a type of material that
comes from the Merino
Sheep and is renowned
for its exceptional
properties. Among
these properties are its
fantastic softness, shine
and breathability. The
fibers of Merino wool are
softer, finer and more
sensitive than many
other fabrics.

Smoking suits can also
be made from “mohair”
which is a silk-like fabric
or yarn made from the
hair of the Angora goat.
Mohair is warm in
winter as it has excellent
insulating properties,
while remaining cool
in summer due to its
moisture absorbing
properties. It is durable,
naturally elastic, flame
resistant and crease
resistant. It is considered
to be a luxury fiber, like
cashmere, angora and
silk, and is usually more
expensive than most wool
that comes from sheep.

On the other hand,
cashmere wool, usually
simply known as
cashmere, is a fiber
obtained from cashmere
goats and other types of
goat; Cashmere is fine
in texture, strong, light,
and soft. Smoking suits
made from it provide
excellent insulation,
approximately three
times that of sheep wool.
Cashmere is also softer
than regular wool.
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The smoking suit is
still widely popular today
but nowadays it is made
from a great variety of
cheap fabrics. However,
it remains a dress that
has its prestige and fans
among the elite. The
industry of smoking
suits is frequently
associated with the
stars of thought,
literature, politics, film
and music. At glitzy
awards such as Oscars,
the stars cannot attend
or walk on the red
carpet without wearing
this kind of suit. m
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LIFESTYLE

reported in society
columns for showing

up at the club’s first
Autumn Ball in October
1886 wearing “a tailless
dress coat”. Although it
is not known whether
this garment was a mess
jacket or a conventional
dinner jacket, it no doubt
cemented the tailcoat

84w puwly
substitute’s association smoking suits for a long 8yl yutlo
with Tuxedo Park in period of time (European ﬂﬁ::lly it
the mind of the public. men preferred the known as
An essay in the Tuxedo formal classical suits). J.t:fkiTOkmg

Park archives attributes
the jacket’s importation
to America to resident
James Brown Potter

¢ Le Smoking Deauville

the form of the jacket is

straight and includes

one button and a shawl

collar.

¢ Le Smoking Capri

the form of the jacket is

crisscross with two rows of

buttons and notched cuffs.
In general, Europe

had been resisting

The primary physical
difference between a
smoking suit and a
classical men’s suit is

Sgow AL Jgl 6,0l

&ladl ;0 o

Wearing the smoking suit sends :

a Clear message that the event is SR TE et
. w9050 (59

very important a pyzill oy (i s

specifically, but this the presence of satin.
claim cannot be verified

through independent

Typically, smoking suits
have satin facing on the

sources.

Europe - a love/
hate affair with
smoking jackets
While men were proud
of this new jacket across
the Atlantic Ocean,
the upper classes and
intellectuals in France
unanimously agreed
on rejecting it. In 1920,
the French considered
that the smoking
jacket did not have the
decent shape to be worn
outside the house. That
resistance was short-
lived as the elite around
the world had circulated
the new jacket, and so
the French began to
wear it at international
festivals. Gradually,
the new smoking jacket
established a dominant
presence.

Today, in France there
are two major variants,
namely:
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lapels, buttons, pocket
trim, and a satin side
stripe down the leg of the
trousers. Classical suits
don’t incorporate any
satin and usually have
either plastic buttons or
buttons faced with the
same fabric as the coat.
The classical suit can
be worn in numerous
occasions, both in
private and public. It
can be worn throughout
the week whether you

ool Byl
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In general,
America is
the country of
fashion.
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go shopping, to work,
or a wedding party.
Classical suits can be
adapted with numerous
accessories and have
different colors that
suit several occasions
throughout the day.

As for the smoking
suit, it is worn on
special occasions only.
Wearing such a suit is
not recommended before
5 p.m. “unless you are
a groom”, as the saying
goes. In other words,
wearing the smoking
suit sends a clear
message that the event
is very important.

The beauty is
in the details

The smoking suit

is typically black or
midnight blue and
commonly worn with
a formal white shirt,
black shoes and other
accessories, most
traditionally in the
form prescribed by the
black tie dress code
(bow ties and a vest or
cummerbund).

The classical smoking
jacket contains only
one button; the pockets
can’t be seen (it is not
clear to maintain a
formal dress code). A
pocket handkerchief can
add an elegant touch to
the suit.

Suit pants will also
have the same fabric as
the jacket. To match the
satin lapel, the tuxedo —»
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that the smoking jacket
was “synonymous

with comfort”, while a
Pennsylvania newspaper
opined in 1908 that

it would be “putting

it mildly to say that
Smoking Jacket will

give any man reason for
elation”.

Famous wearers of
smoking jacket included
Jon Pertwee, Cary
Grant, Fred Astaire (who
was buried in a smoking
jacket), Frank Sinatra,
Dean Martin and Hugh
Hefner.

Between the
British and the
Americans
The smoking jacket
contains only one button
and ends with a collar.
Today, the purists
recognize the smoking
jacket in its initial shape
only (before the many
amendments made to
it). Crisscross jackets
with two rows of buttons
were introduced by
the Italians in 1930 in
addition to the white
color jackets. In the
1940s, smoking jackets
became popular among
the general public;
the men wore them on
special occasions such
as wedding parties. In
1960, Yves Saint Laurent
designed the first
smoking suit for women.
From then on, every
YSL runway show saw
a different version of his
emblematic design.

The earliest references
to a dress coat substitute
in America were from

the summer and fall
of 1886 and, like its
British counterparts

from this time, vary
between waist-length
mess-jacket style and the
conventional suit jacket
style. The most famous
reference originates from
Tuxedo Park, an upstate
New York countryside
enclave for Manhattan’s
wealthiest citizens.

A son of one of the
community’s founders,
Griswold Lorillard, and
his friends were widely —»
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Europe had
been resisting
smoking suits
for along
period of time
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SMOKING SUITE

How a maligned piece of
clothing made its way to
the red carpet

The trade profession is considered one of the
oldest in the world; it originated from basic
human communication in prehistoric times.
Modes of trade have changed significantly
after the year 1600 when the world’s largest
ships began to transport goods, resulting

in an increase of trade exchanges between
east and west. As a consequence of this,

the Middle East began to export a lot of its
luxury products to Europe including coffee,
spices, and Arabic fabrics like Damasco,
embroidered silk and others.

t that time,
marine
ommanders

gained paramount
importance and their
prestige increased
tremendously, especially
among traders, because
they were the men who
transported goods and
wealth. These captains
were almost always
wearing silky nightgowns
due to the high moisture
of the sea. Ship owners
were frequently bringing
them skillful painters
to draw portraits of
them wearing their
nightgowns, which may
have been the prototypes
of the smoking suits that
appeared later. With the
passage of time, men’s
silky garments were
preferred by heads of the
families for their beauty
and ability to maintain
body temperature in the
outside air.

The story of the
smoking jacket
The story of what is
known today as the
smoking suit began
with the introduction

of a smoking jacket,

as the suit itself did

not appear until 1850
(after the Crimean War
specifically), when the
world entered into a huge
conflict and experienced
successive wars. The
habit of smoking became
prevalent among the
soldiers and officers
throughout the world;

it became very popular
and the smell of tobacco
turned into a source

of complaint and
grumbling, especially in
the aristocratic classes
and among women who
were all expected to
demonstrate elegance
and cleanliness. As
overcoats, tunics, and
cravats were virtual
magnets for the smell of
tobacco, men began to
wear robe de chambres
over their clothing when
smoking at home. Most
of these dressing gowns
were made of silk, and
as this trend grew in
popularity, the smoking
jacket continued to
evolve, changing from

a silk robe de chambre
into a shorter, mid-thigh
length jacket designed
to absorb smoke and to
protect the gentleman’s
clothing from falling
ash. Thus, when
Turkish tobacco became
exceptionally popular
among distinguished
gentlemen, it became the
tradition that following
dinner. The gentleman
might put on a smoking
jacket and retreat to a
den or smoking room to
smoke his favorite cigar
or pipe tobacco while
sipping his favorite
digestif, i.e. the smoking
jacket was intended to
absorb the smoke from
his cigar or pipe and
protect his clothing from
falling ash.

Towards mode
and fashion

As the Victorian and
Edwardian eras passed
and dinner jackets
became popular instead

of the more formal
tailcoat, the smoking
jacket continued to find
its place and newer
versions of it were
created with different
closures to allow
gentlemen to wear
them at home during
mealtimes, preventing
them from having to
change afterward.

In 1865, the Prince
of Wales and future
King Edward VII, asked
his tailor and friend
Henry Poole to cut a
short celestial blue
evening coat to be worn
at informal dinners at
Sandringham. No earlier
reference to any similar
garment has been found
in the historic Henry
Poole & Co ledgers,
which date back to 1846
— or the surviving ledgers
of any other tailor. This
royal evening coat was
the blueprint for what
we now know in England
as the dinner jacket.
In 1886, James Brown
Potter met the Prince
of Wales, who invited
him to dine and sleep at
Sandringham. Potter, not
knowing the form for a
royal informal evening,
asked his tailor, Henry
Poole, what he should
wear. Poole answered
with no little confidence
that a short celestial
blue evening coat was
appropriate because he
had already made the
very thing for the prince
to wear at Sandringham.
The story continues
that Potter ordered the
short evening coat from

Henry Poole and, on his
return to the United
States, introduced this
new dinner jacket to the
Tuxedo Club and New
York’s fashionable social
scene. Another story tells
that the founding fathers
of the Tuxedo Club were
all well-documented as
Poole customers in the
1860s, when the Prince
of Wales first ordered his
prototype dinner jacket.
It is therefore more than
likely that they copied
the dinner jacket and
introduced it to New York
society (and subsequently
the Tuxedo Club). Today,
known by different terms
around the world, the
Henry Poole dinner
jacket, in black or
midnight blue remains
the universal standard
for men’s eveningwear.
The smoking jacket
remained a popular
accessory into the 20th
century. An editorial in
The Washington Post in
1902 gave the opinion -5
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family, who are pioneers in
the safe box industry.

We spent the night there
listening to the sounds
of elks in the nearby
woods; it was the mating
season of elks so hunting
them was prohibited. In
the early morning, we
moved to the farm and
then to the hunting place
which was a vast area of
thousand hectares, rich
with all kinds of birds
including pheasant,
partridge, and duck.
Sophie usually uses her
English dogs to chase the
prey and uses a device
that emits vibrations and
frequencies to attract
birds. She read the list of
lawful and unlawful things

el elajl U5 oo mslive

Undoubtedly, the subject of hunting has
provided inspirational material for artists
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rest worked on filming and
eating during the trip.
Our team hunted what
was needed to prepare a
sumptuous dinner for the
staff. It was a wonderful
experience and confirmed
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guarantee protection for
the hunter, the prey, and
preserves property. We
understood why hunting
is the kings’ most favorite
hobby —it’s really a
charming sport. m

J>l oo sty ol
vaidll (s ppillpe WL
skl W3S il pgsl,ad
Uy ol s (59 aall
EPIRONRCSFNTINY
wl>luwg 8,08 wl)lsa

€ 2o OloxoS aswls

«owlgdVlg &yl

sloicly o3l 9,0 g0
aslie ,slao wsle vlws)l
a5 JM> o b53%i0
awol ach,lly silgoll

V sdel &0 (58 all
goy Aol V| lpw,loy

flynas.com

34




SPORT

long as you are in the
state of ihram. And fear
Allah to whom you will be
gathered.”

With the blooming
of the Umayyad and
Abbasid dynasties, a type
of hunting carried out
for fun and sport for the
monarchs was developed
using the example of the
traditions of adjacent
nations. This led to a
specific vocabulary of
falconry that was used
in the Umayyad Age.
Hunting was practiced
with horses, arcs,
arrows, and nets, and
hunters were aided by
trained hawks, dogs,
and cheetahs (Yazid
ibn Mu‘awiya and Abu
al’Abbas were the most
famous caliphs who used
cheetahs).

The etiquette of
hunting among Arabs
included many rules
such as abstaining from
hunting animals that
resort to them because
of severe hunger, thirst
or cold, and resorting
to persistence hunting,
a hunting technique in
which hunters who may
be slower than their prey
over short distances use a
combination of running,
walking, and tracking
to pursue prey until
it is exhausted. Arab
hunters were keen to
invite their friends and
relatives to eat from the
meat of their prey. They
were committed to not
harming trees or fruits
while roaming in search
of their prey and they
refrained from hunting
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birds while they laid eggs
or were waiting for their
eggs to hatch.

The arts and
hunting

Undoubtedly, the subject
of hunting has provided
inspirational material
for artists around the
world. Lascaux Cave in
southwestern France is
renowned for excellently
detailed parietal wall
paintings that decorate
the interior walls and
ceilings of the cave in
impressive compositions.
Among some of the
best-known Upper
Paleolithic works of art
depicted are primarily
large animals, typical
local and contemporary
fauna that corresponds
with the fossil record.
The paintings are the
combined effort of many
generations and dating
ranks variably to around
18,000 years ago. Then
the Renaissance came to
confirm the important
status of hunting in the
art world, and in

the 16th century,
sculptures

and furniture
containing the subject
of hunting became very
popular to the point
that we hardly find an
artist in the Renaissance
Age who didn’t draw or
refer to hunting. Among
those paintings, we can
mention the painting

of Claude de Lorraine,
portrait of the Prince of
Wales drawn by Robert
Beck (1619), portrait

of Charles I, king of
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England in the hunt
painted by Van Dyck,
and portrait of Philip IV,
King of Spain painted by
Velasquez.

Today, after the
tremendous work to
implement strict laws
for hunting and for
the right to keep and
bear arms, archery had
its debut at the 1900
Summer Olympics and
has been contested in
16 Olympiads. Shooting
sports have been included
at every Summer Olympic
Games since the birth
of the modern Olympic
movement in 1896.

flynas goes hunting
flynas received a call from
our reporter in France
telling us about her

wish to write about the
pheasant, partridge and
duck hunting seasons in
different parts of France
and Spain, so we decided
to join her. We contacted
several hunting tourism
agencies and eventually
got lucky with a woman
who ran such a business in
Gien, 500 kilometers to the
south of Paris. We needed
about two hours by train to
arrive at the lodging house;
the travel was convenient
and the landscapes were
breathtaking.

We arrived late at the
evening where Sophie
Robert was waiting to
welcome us. She was a
cheerful woman who loved
her work. It was clear that
the lodging house belonged
to a rich family, and we
found out later that the
owner was the Bush
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A fondness

for hunting

has been
associated with
equestrianism,
intelligence
and nobility
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Hence moral conflict
arose over the matter
of hunting, and the
community expressed this
conflict in the global myth
“wolf hunting”, which
represented the eternal
battle against evil; the
battle was demonstrated
in this myth by an image
of a hunter engulfed by
his prey.

There is no doubt that
the hunting skill was a
sign of sovereignty and
power, especially when it
comes to hunting bears
and lions, and in fact, this
concept was illustrated in
many ways. On ancient
works of art, especially
from Mesopotamia, kings
are often depicted as
hunters of big game such
as lions, especially from a
war chariot, another virile
status symbol (A panel
relief engraved during
the period 880 - 860 BC
and showing the king

Assurnasirpal IT hunting
lions from a chariot is
displayed in the British
Museum). Xenophon

had praised the skill

and agility of Greeks in
hunting with dogs in his
book. King Clovis was
known for his skill in
hunting; history confirms
that his victory in one of
the most famous battles
he fought was credited

to “Divine Providence”,
which was said to have
put a deer in his way

and guided him to a path
free from floods so he
was able to cross safely
with his army. All kings
of France (with very few
exceptions), were skilled
hunters; King Francis
was named “father of
hunters”, King Louis XIV
had devoted about 200
days a year for hunting,
and King Louis XVI had
taken hunting as a way to
train and prepare for war

V There

is no doubt that the hunting

skill was a sign of sovereignty and power,
especially when it comes to hunting bears

and lions, and in fact A
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The subject
of hunting
has provided
inspirational
material for
artists around
the world
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(as Machiavelli pointed
out in his book, “The
Prince”). The latter’s
skill in hunting was an
evidence of his strength.
And with regards to
Arabs, hunting was the
first hobby of all caliphs.
The best known of them
were caliphs Al-Mahdi,
Al-Mansur, Harun
Al-Rashid, Marwan ibn
Al-Hakam, Yazid ibn
Mu‘awiya and others.

The Arabs and
hunting
The hunting exercised
by ancient Arabs was
essential subsistence
hunting or defense from
wild animals in the
Arabian Desert. The
best indication of the
importance of hunting
in pre-Islamic Arab
peninsular life was its
appearance in many of
the poems of pre-Islamic
poetry, especially in the
poetical works of Imru’
al-Qays, the foremost
poet of that period. In
his most famous poem,
the so-called Suspended
Ode, he devotes some
18 verses to the hunt,
describing his horse,
the pounce on a flock
of ewes, and the cook’s
preparation of the meal.
With the establishment
of the Islamic state, the
Qur’an imposed laws
on hunting in cases in
which the meat is not
lawful: “Lawful to you is
game from the sea and
its food as provision for
you and the travelers,
but forbidden to you is
game from the land as
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People from
all over the
world come
to Europe to
hunt

food supply, even after
the development of
agriculture. With the
domestication of the dog,
birds of prey and the
ferret, various forms of
animal-aided hunting
developed including
coursing (sight hound
hunting), falconry and
ferreting. These are all
associated with medieval
hunting; in time various
dog breeds were selected
for very precise tasks
during the hunt. Hunting
was engaged by all
classes, but by the Middle
Ages, the necessity of
hunting was transformed
into a stylized pastime

of the aristocracy. More
than a pastime, it was

an important arena

for social interaction,
essential training for
war, and a privilege and
measurement of nobility.
Rules on hunting, such as
no hunting in the king’s
forest, were the first real
restrictions on hunting
present in the world.
Only the rich prospered
and the surf classes
hunted whatever they
could, when they could

{30
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for survival. Hunting,
from boar to deer to fox
hunting, became primary
sports for the nobility

of the time frame. This
started the trend of
organized hunts for sport.

Nobles’ fondness
for hunting
Fondness for hunting

is older than we

can imagine and it

has been associated
with equestrianism,
intelligence and nobility.
Hunting was mentioned
in manuscripts dating
back to ancient times,
such as the book of “The
Art of Hunting” which
was written by ancient
Greek philosopher and
historian Xenophon in
the fourth century BC;
in this book, the author
described hunting as a
didactic training that
motivated young people to
be honest, open-minded,
disciplined and cautious.
After three centuries,
the poet Horace wrote a
satirical poem where he
criticized the hunters’
boast of hunting weak
animals. 5
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Autumn is
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unting is
the practice
of killing or

trapping animals or
pursuing or tracking
them with the intent

of doing so. Hunting
wildlife or feral animals
is most commonly done
by humans for food,
recreation, to remove
predators that are
dangerous to humans or
domestic animals, or for
trade. Lawful hunting
is distinguished from
poaching, which is the
illegal killing, trapping
or capture of the hunted
species. Species that are
hunted are referred to
as game or prey and are
usually mammals and
birds.

The earliest hunters
started off with simple
wooden sticks sharpened
into spears before
switching to stone tips.
The hunting tools then
developed into bows and
arrows, hunting swords,
traps and nets. In
modern times they used
various types of hunting
firearms, shotguns and
rifles too numerous to

([

V Hunting has a long history — evidence from

western Kenya suggests that hunting has been

occurring for more than 2 million years /A
I

be mentioned in a single
article.

From caves to the
Middle Ages
Hunting has a long
history — evidence from
western Kenya suggests
that hunting has been
occurring for more than
2 million years. Even as
animal domestication
became relatively
widespread, hunting
was usually a significant
contributor to the human &
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Hunting
involves
walking with
rifles that are
ready to shoot
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FROM
y NECESSITY TO
LUXURY
A SPORT FOR
PRINCES AND
NOBLES

Hunting has been a major part of life. Early man was
a hunter who ate meat regularly to survive and as a
consequence of this, hunting was the first real sport
known to man. Ancient cave drawings indicate the
methods used by early man to hunt animals. We can
say that these drawings were like an educational tool
circulated between ancient cave dwellers, but with the
evolution of life the methods of hunting have evolved
too and its resources became widely diversified. Today,
hunting has become a sport that has its lovers from all
over the world.»
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Hunting is the
kings’ most
favorite hobby
because it’s

a charming
sport
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novels, or even music.
This is despite the
difficulties and obstacles
they faced.

She also believed
Saudi women were better
than men in producing
fine art.

Mahdiah set up four
personal galleries and
participated in many
others, both on local and
international levels,
and received numerous
awards. She established
her atelier (Almada —
Mahd Alfnon) in 2006 in
her village Al-Jaroudieh,
which then became a
popular destination for
visitors. This reflected
the ability of art to raise
human values over
everything else.

Mahdiah succeeded
in using art to develop
society after a lot of
confrontations with
her family and the
conservative rural
community she grew
up in. She didn’t move
her atelier to the city,
but managed to make it
a destination and then
a source of pride for all
people of the village,
and from this atelier
she moved forward
with confidence toward
various Arab cities and
then to the capitals of
western art such as
Rome and Paris.

Almada atelier has
become a model that
inspires its patrons,
especially amateurs
and trainees in various
fine art, drawing,
sculpture and graphic art
workshops.

47 FlYQQ§

This is just the tip of
the iceberg — discussions
about Saudi women
today are no longer
discussions about
obstacles or restrictions.
They cover insights and
the continuous search for
successful ways to enable
them to find the right
balance between their
roles as mothers, and
their roles as employees
with high ambitions and
who have strived to stand
firmly and confidently as
modern women with a
national identity. m
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The Saudi
woman has
proven her
superiority
despite all
obstacles
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provide an opportunity
for women to own small
businesses to display
their products, while
men often tend to create
their projects through
the opening of shops
directly.”

In 2015, Al-Massari
was able to move one
of the most important
bazaars in the region
from being held indoors
to the open air. And after
strenuous efforts she
was also able to change
this bazaar from being
dedicated to women only
to a marketplace that
receives families.

Discussing the
Mathaq (taste) Bazaar
for Food and Art,
Samah said: “I've been
working for many years
but my father and
my brothers can’t see
my accomplishments
because the exhibitions
I'm working on are
dedicated to women only.
With the Mathaq Bazaar,
it was the first time on
the ground that they
were able to see my work.
On the other hand, most
of the participants in
the bazaar were able to
display their handmade
creativities for all; an
issue that increases
families’ belief in the
abilities of their women.”

It is worth mentioning
that Mathaq Bazaar,
which combined art and
food in a very distinctive
way, had attracted Saudi
female and male artists
of different ages who
wanted to present their
creativity to the public
(the youngest female

49 | [ Iygﬂg

participant was 14).

One of Al-Massari’s
main objectives was to
encourage the creativity
and productivity of Saudi
women, especially those
who had to overcome a
lot of obstacles.

She began her career
with an idea of holding
a home gallery (for the
benefit of charitable
bodies) to display
minimally used fashion
brands at prices of
less than 10 percent
of its original value,
then she began (with
the help of a partner)
to organize the most
important exhibitions
in the Eastern Province,
directing and helping
small business owners
network. Many of these
traders succeeded in
opening their own shops
and their names have
become well known in
the market today.

Almada Atelier -
from the Eastern
Province to Rome
Another and creative
example that deserves
to be highlighted is the
experience of the plastic
artist Mahdiah Al Taleb.
She said: “The artist
is an ambassador of
values and humanitarian
beauty; he has a mission
that must be performed
in good faith. Although
he often works to achieve
his ambition first, he is
the witness to his time.”
Mahdiah believed that
Saudi women were able
to be present in the arts
movement in general,
including fine art, poetry, &
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Mathaqg Bazaar
offers a very
distinctive
combination of
art and food
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that must be
performed in

good faith _mandian
Al Taleb

1o 3] .6 pmiall &2, Linoll
vo)lsoll 01 auenl Ol
oo ST elal) dwdly

ol 832 s il

oloi) do,all zuss il oo
w292 880l &) Lisal

Jopll aziy i «oppilin

oo ppslise sLivy Wle
&y, ldl Mol s JMs
S8 ilio

S r2odl 2locw wclaiwl
Jass ol Y10 pledl 8
25 sl uo)leall pal 1>
Obazdl G oo dsbaiall (8
plagoS 51l (8 asleoll
&Ll &upad il SV
~albll clgpll 59 2,1 s
ol Blin” Loym0 JMs (o
ceelbiul LS “elaklly
gz Ol @uiine sep> Ay
wels Uoy20 o Loseall
Jrsiw g 20 (] sbuidl
o el ,lb| (599 . Wila|
09> g Joel s
9 cesilizio sl s ol
JoV Iy, 0l lgclbniwl Blio
S b glgll Lol (sl 6,0
13889 «Olgiwd @y Jocl
Wl wlS Lol plas
opslelu] yo,e o Sk
Olou] 0 559 Lo «guol
opibus wlas OMlell
w20 Ul oWl (o
Ogisll L gaze Sl Blio

81 pol &yl
21%. 8yagoull
Joeoll bow 0

Saudi women
account for
only 21% of the
Saudi labor
market

Y10 oo ey &Ll
oluazos of cla Vg
ol e Uy Jio @sld
anbio yulyi auye Jgl s
g Baziall pol ag)li
Sl gad Jl uldell
oSi pd uldell dcgoxol
8l,0Jl e ble 23los
dsle| (59 o,.'ﬁ S| caysgeall
Llasll oo pisdl (08 sl
Coazdl auol o> Leoizo
Wbl wlils] e
Dol Godleg Lo (rpBa4io
Bollo

ks Ologsall
osaall o
595l 81y0dl L
Sow 0 AT B
889 39 aSlowdl Josll
8lradl Jg> (ol el i)
ple) Ugilally Jlacl alasi
Y

eosiized] UViiwWg
ol Sy basd puinyzi yop
lpsazpiog aysgmdl 8ly0ll
JlacVlg Jlodl Jlo  sad
whyoigolly Lo,leall doldly
Jlxo (59 ool sl
locw.i @bl a0
P985 x> S y2ansoll
wo)leall pudains Syl
9 8,8 ol sl
«Ssezull Jo=ll Bgaw
cwlal) apilly asls
wlseoly @il 1uwVlg

LYl psi (5] puits (il
(oS pulsidl 8 g5l (sde
8,0l ol Jgall 19 _legin
ode SUW csoldell Bgasll
aolle 8,0l iz 95l
8,19 wlslax] plig _
a2l &Slowll (29 pulssll
Jiodl Jaww osde ausgeall
el Bleadl auns pass
el el Glsgeall
ol e

ol @ el V lows
eyl Sl gl )
ol a>U] (56 Lus, o>
8l pall Jraxi Sy 83))
g (L8 )20 g2l
WJogll Bow Jgz ) Lol
831> gawgi A=y Losiw V
eVl ololasV
Lded Lo, Lo o0 LpiuSiods
Lo sl cdlolall dipoS
sl o gai cll
olpzl ) yas,ls Joudll
8loll U1 V| Laalizoll
P32 o0 LpisleS aysge il
Sl o 3lawVl g2 bbgzelo
&9 a>Lio gau 19 &n)d
lpoasig Wy duoi ol
ol 328 (lgimall @8lS (58
o2 Moo b0l pulss ,5b
vosill el ol amg (=l
9 85070 lpd dus,bbell
laazdly el il
8ol cuclaiawl tauulall
B> wle Jass ol @sgewll
S)guiidl padzxo (8 sl
Ol @lo] (Y ple
ool (58 2 yilly

flynascom | 48



a0 LI-G = B "IIL_J-:?::__U
GENIUS FEATURES

RANDING

+066 11

ADVERTI

Shura Council in 2011
and gained the right to
vote and get elected to
the municipal councils
starting from 2015.
Leading figures
include Thoraya Obaid,
who was the Executive
Director of the United
Nations Population Fund
and an Undersecretary
General of the United
Nations from 2000 to
2010, and the CEO of
Olayan Group Lubna
Olayan. The latter is
considered to be one
of the most influential
businesswomen in
the world and was
listed as one of the top
100 most influential
people of 2005 by Time
magazine. Figures
such as the above two
examples could have a
strong effect on efforts
to have a lot of issues
related to the rights and
empowerment of Saudi
women reconsidered so
that talk about Saudi
women’s achievements
and their superiority
locally and globally is
the rule, rather than the
exception.

Saudi women
enter the era of
possible
According to the World
Bank’s report on women,
business and the law in
2016, Saudi women are
involved in 21 percent of
the Saudi labor market.
To draw our own
conclusions from the
research, we will review
the experiences of two
Saudi women in order

These

exhibitions are
more important
to women than

men because

they provide an
opportunity _samah

Al-Massari

to discern the Saudi
woman’s way of working
and her methodology.

In the field of finance
and business and
organizing exhibitions
and conferences, we

met activist Samah
Al-Massari. She works
in the field of tourism
development and
organizes exhibitions
that have become a
phenomenon in the
Saudi labor market,
especially for girls,
productive families

and small business
owners. She said: “These
exhibitions are more
important to women
than men because they -
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SAUDI WOMEN
ACHEIVE A
MILESTONE IN
CAREER

By Rabab Ismail

Since its inception, Saudi
Arabia has been witnessing
continuous development
and successes at all levels.
However, the most notable
of these changes concern
Saudi women and their role
locally and globally.

Saudi women

have succeeded in
representing their
country on many
occasions; their
scientific and creative
achievements have won
them international
acclaim.

Global Saudi
women

The achievements of a
number of Saudi women
have provided prominent
examples of excellence;
they demonstrated

their humanitarian
credentials and created
a bright future for future
generations. These
achievements are too
numerous to list in an
article, but let’s take

an example from each
sector. We have Dr. Hayat
Sindi, a Saudi Arabian
medical scientist who is
famous for making major
contributions to point-
of-care medical testing
and biotechnology.

Then there is Raja’a
Alem, a Saudi Arabian
novelist from Makkah
who was announced
joint winner of the 2011
Arabic Booker Prize for
her novel “The Doves’
Necklace”. Haifaa Al
Mansour is the first
female filmmaker in
Saudi Arabia and is
regarded as one of

the most significant
cinematic figures in

the Kingdom. She is

the director of the first
Saudi movie to win three
international awards.
Ghadah Al-Mutairi

is a scholar, inventor,

and an entrepreneur.
She is the professor

of pharmaceutical
chemistry who has
received numerous
honors and awards such
as the NIH director’s
new innovator award in
2009.

These women (in
addition to many others)
have succeeded in
changing the gloomy
stereotype of Saudi
women, who have
subsequently proven
their superiority in spite
of all the obstacles and
difficulties they have
faced.

Initially, creating an
official education system
for Saudi females faced
many obstacles and
challenges. In 1959,

a long 35 years after

the establishment of
education for males, a
Royal Decree was issued
stipulating the opening
of government schools for
girls in the Kingdom.

The 35 years
difference

It is interesting to note
that the long time it took
to establish girls schools
in the Kingdom provided
motivation for Saudi
women to be interested
in education and they
often outperform their
male counterparts. On
the other hand, statistics
from the Ministry of
Education in Saudi Arabia
show that the number of
Saudi women graduating
from university has
grown at an average rate
of 2.5 times that of male

graduates during the last
decade.

There is no doubt that
the external scholarship
programs play a major
role in providing the
opportunity for Saudi
women to raise their
level of education and
thus to be qualified to
enter the labor market.
This was especially the
case after the circle of
academic specialties was
expanded to women such
as the legal profession,
with controversy still
burning over whether
female lawyers should be
allowed to enter courts.

In fact, Saudi
women insist on taking
advantage of any
available opportunity
to contribute to the
development and
progress of their country
at all levels. So, after
facing many challenges
that stood in the way
of their empowerment,
they were finally able
to get seats on the
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MANAGING
AIRSPACE AND

CR 46
L

We were discussing movies

that feature air controllers as
a central theme. The Arabic
movie “IE?P{tqgada Gharamia
(An_Amorous Pursuit)”
starring Fouad El-Mohandes

ND 12 and Shwikar depicted

£l

It must be pointed out that our
visit as an editorial team to

an airport control tower was
the first of its kind during our
many years in journalism. To
visit such a facility and to see
what goes on in that sensitive
profession was quite different to
how it is depicted in drama or
comedy movies.

controllers as having time to
go on adventures and observe
travelers, while “Ground
Control” starring Kiefer
Sutherland probably came the
closest to accurately depicting
the pressure and need for
sensibility in this profession.
The movie “Antar and Luplup”,
starring the late Seraj Munir
and Mahmoud Shokoko, was
considered the first Arabic
movie to explore the work of the
air traffic controller.

The controller is the unknown

soldier who works behind an
electronic screen, tracking large
numbers of aircraft that are
depicted as luminous circles
and trying to guide the paths

of these planes until they safely
reach the runway.

High security and full
concentration

Before accessing the control
center, flynas passed through
a strict security system that
involved identity checks and
was communicating with
Youssef Al-Thubiani, the
Senior Specialist for Air Traffic
Control Operations, who was
expecting us in his office.
When we finally entered the
building, we witnessed a quiet
work environment. We were
received by Al-Thubiani, who
briefed us on the air traffic
controller profession.

He said: “The air traffic

controller acts as the
communication link between
aircraft and the airport; it
contributes in organizing
the movements of planes

in the air and prevents them
from colliding. The air traffic
controller is the eyes and guide of
the pilot, and we can summarize
this in one sentence by saying
the pilot controls the flight of

his aircraft, but the air traffic
controller controls the flights of
all aircraft.”

Before our tour of the center,
Al-Thubiani said air traffic control
is divided into three main sections.
Tower control is responsible for
active runways at the airport,
approach control handles traffic
at a 56 km to 93 km radius from
the airport and area control
is responsible for controlling
aircraft at high altitudes en route
in the airspace between airport
approaches and departures.

Tower controllers direct the
movement of vehicles on runways
and taxiways. They check flight
plans, give pilots clearance for
takeoff or landing, and direct
the movement of aircraft and
other traffic on the runways and
in other parts of the airport.
Most work from control towers,
watching the traffic they control.
Approach and departure
controllers ensure that aircraft
traveling within an airport’s
airspace maintain minimum
separation for safety. They give
clearances to enter controlled
airspace and hand off control of
aircraft to en route controllers.
They use radar equipment to
monitor flight paths and work
in buildings known as Terminal
Radar Approach Control
Centers (TRACONSs). They also
provide information to pilots,
such as weather conditions and
other critical notices. En route
controllers monitor aircraft once
they leave an airport’s airspace.
They work at air route traffic
control centers located throughout
the country, which typically are
not located at airports.

Accompanying the
aircrafts
Al-Thubiani said emp
who work in the field of air
traffic control should have
particular qualities such as
communication skills, high
levels of concentration, sound
decision-making, numeracy,
organization and problem-
solving skills. They must also
be fluent in English, know the
aviation terms and possess
certificates from the Saudi
Air Navigation Authority (a
subsidiary of the General
Authority of Civil Aviation)
that would enable them to
work as air traffic controllers.

Al-Thubiani then took us to
the main control room where
takeoff and landing clearances
are issued. Also accompanied
by Al-Thubiani’s assistant
Walid Al-Dhurgam, we went
down two floors through
a corridor before entering
a spacious room where
computers were arranged in
a circular form and around
15 employees were staring
at screens in front of them
to monitor the movements of
aircraft.

It was here that flynas
met with Jamal Al-Shahrani,
who said work in the control
room consists of three main
crews. The first specializes in
monitoring air traffic departing
from and arriving at the
airport. It directs the pilot to
climb to the proper altitude
and the direction he or she
should take when departing.
It also direct:
to the airport’s runway and
gives them permission to
descend to the proper heig!
The second crew mo
air routes between airports
outside the approach areas as
well as those that pass through

Saudi airspace.
It also directs

with air
traffic control
centers in

ensure the safety

and streamlining of

air traffic passing through
their respective airsp:

The third crew belongs to the

military section and wo
coordinating relevant training
and other functions for the
armed forces.

Disc g the overlapping
communications between
the multitude of air traffic
controllers and pilots, Al-
Shahrani said one employee
can control the movement of
10 aircraft or more and can
receive a verbal message every
five to eight seconds to ensure
the safety of the aircraft and
its passage.

Safety is top priority

In fact, air traffic controllers

perform a highly responsible

job, and a high level of trust is

placed in them. Uninterrupted

monitoring of airspace is

essential — otherwise no

aircraft could fly, take off or

land safely. Safety is the top

priority in air traffic control.
Disc

that cause flight

depart or arrive late,

Al-Shahrani said:

“Bad weather is

probably the

most obvious

and most

common

cause

for

delayed flights.
There are three
areas where
weather
affects flight
’ schedules:
at the origin

L=
. \ ’ airport, in-
,-_-.,\ flight, and at

the destination
airport. Weather delays
cause disrupt; to normal
air traffic patterns. Flights
normally scheduled to
arrive on time might have to
circle around the airport as
congestion requires air traffic
controllers to hol me flights
in a prescribed pattern before
they are cleared to land.
Mechanical problems and
special humanitarian status of
a passenger are other reasons
for delayed flights; in all ca
the safety of passengers is
the first priority in air tre
control.”
When asked about the most
0 controllers
faced, Al-Shahrani said: “One
day, a plane asked for landing
clearance a short period after
it took off because a passenger
had boarded the plane
accidentally (and of course
this is a very rare error). In
another situation, a plane
stopped on the runway for a
period of time before taking off.
When we asked the pilot
the reason, he said
that he was waiting
for a big lizard
that
passing in
front of
the

plane. There are many
situations that impact
passengers in the plane, but
only the employees in the
control room know the causes.”

The importance of the
control tower

Our respect for this profession
was growing with every step
we took as we approached the
third part of our tour — the
control tower. This extremely
tall edifice usually catches
the attention of every traveler
while they are on the way to
the airport.

flynas ascended 80 meters
to the top of the control tower
after passing through secure
electronic gates to meet air
controller Mohammed Ibrahim
and his team, which monitor
aircraft movement from the
runway until the gates as
well as takeoff and landing
operations.

Ibrahim said that he looks
after the flight plan and
radar activity and ensures
any plane is clear enough to
be recognized or identified as
different from other aircrafts.
He also monitors wind
movement and examines cases
of low visibility that could
delay takeoff.

Mohamed said that he
rotates with another colleague
during his eight-hour shift —
he works at his position for two
hours followed by a two-hour
break in order to regain his
concentration.

The control tower was
the last stop in our tour and
we left with unforgettable
memories, not only of
witnessing the actual air
traffic controller operations,
but also the hospitality the

employees showed us
throughout our visit. m
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Galtan (I'm wrong)”. It
was a simple five-minute
social drama starring
Saad Faraj, Maryam Al-
Ghadban and Maryam
Al-Saleh.

Najem Abdul-Karim
also presented a satirical
drama entitled “Ala
Keifak (as you wish)”
which mimicked famous
personalities and their
Arabic dialects. In one
episode he mocked Abdul
Karim Qassem, governor
of Iraq. Soon after, rumors
spread that Abdul-Karim
had been assassinated in
London and a committee
was formed to return the
body. His friends expressed
their sorrow in the press
before the rumors were
exposed as false.

As a stage actor, Abdul
Rahman Al-Dueihi had a
sense of humor and was
asked to participate in
a comedy improvisation
show, playing the role of
a barber who gets into
funny situations with his
customers.

Zaki Tulaimat came to
Kuwait and founded the
“Arab Theater” initiative,
which taught most of the
big stars who had led the
golden age of Kuwaiti
drama.

In 1962, his
student Saad Al-

Faraj established the
department of drama. He
headed this department
for more than 20 years
with Ghanem Al-Saleh
and Abdul Aziz Al-Sarie.
They were helped by
many Arab filmmakers
like Egyptian director
Hamdi Farid, who in

59 rlynqs

1977 directed “Darb
Al-Zalak”, which is still
considered to be the most
famous Kuwaiti series in
the Gulf region.

The founders were also
interested in the art of
cinema by creating its own
dedicated department.
The most important
cinematic experience was
“The Storm”, which was
released in 1965. It was
written by Abdul Amir
Al-Turky, directed by
Mohammed Al-Sanousi,
and starred Abdul-
Hussein Abdul Reda,
Khaled Al-Nafisi, and
Jowhar Salem. m
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Kuwait’s
declaration of
independence
accelerated the
establishment
of an official TV
channel

295 o> Ulaiilly 850U
ol @wsbudl o elgoll
Jlsd judg sl b wlell
bl sbiewl aul wl,s8
sVl s puSmdl Sl
izl (08 bl oMl

&,la0 wudl 898 oty
S Vo Ugsseli e
&eo> | ey 0S5 o) 0lao
LIV ESTRVAN TRV LW |
plagog dowslell cugSl
LMl e 8,le colS slgall
o, il iy digi)S slgog
lpio lxo WIS s (0
"MV Uyo” &S 1w
Al Jlo wgisy

38 sueSIl sgpodl OSe
eVl Jas sl B,s
Vgssali JWs o oMVlg
« ol ] LY s

53U Glugs)l 0gljalil &y Juow uy @)
jolay ¥ albug ylhull gros I joVI
ClS algall pbeog douolell Cugdll 6iyao
“dalao pUSI ue 8jue

Ued,Suadl shhg slusll Lo,
Reda Al-Faili behind the microphone

Ul Ug Sl W = V A9
Quye Wlgspali asu,l
sopbl) (8 luwii wuls

aiio Lo bl Jl

Gupis O liaaanosd|
vl Uy palill Lgdgl
(So5audl/ S panll)
Vlgasll J=>1 sl
o)1 adMb| G M
1271 ple gdgs VI
5929l (sJ| Auand

ple Bl )l Vgl salill
ple sululll o YaoV
1904

Ls\ugs.” U9J),°.u| cl.>_9
VN ENPIE W Y
Ple 110995 10 (5 dpow)ll
ayladl e Ol 127
adal ©Vglxo duonw)l
sho oVl =, sl
VA5A pledl (sad (silpapy
08 “ourad” acly] Guwl
o0 i wolSg dlaall aslw
ol Blo waills 6, wlall
Lac aslJl

U Us 50di
by e oilprpr Jo>
Sorol Bsl piingyS 9251,"
d3p>1 shuiwl olég “RCA
Yo" vgzali sl o
o JUs> 0 10V ple
Ulocw> »ad w8 deslgio
ohS 8yiue lpigd asis )
anay oo HiS| (shasi Vg blg
) .0|).I.:c YRS

OlasVl 3> sl p5
ccusSIl WMl OMe] Lo
slin] (9 gyl |
w>lo UlSy (s Ugszali
il SMI! 0l ol
8,0l wslo oVl clo
U}J_,.o.l.: ala=og o).p| el
Vasmo OIS Loic “eppd”

iaidly Olegaaall 8yls oo

Lo oluS & culelw &
o AUl gyl o
Eudl Ty Mg Mhaall” Jlw))
alyls Logy wleluw g2l

e T T T T T T T T TYTTYTYTTTYTTYTYTYYTTTTYTTTTTTTYTYTYTYTYTYTYTYTYTETETTYTTTTTTTTTETTETTTTTT



CREATIVE

soon after, with Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad a
witness to the marriage.
Many of the Kuwaiti
television founders
worked in this field
as a hobby and with
enthusiasm; they came
from relatively unrelated
areas such as teaching,
printing, scouting, and
customs. We must not
overlook the role of Arab
television presenters who
came to work in Kuwait
and were employees for
the British “Near East”
station that stopped
during World War II.
Some of them came
from other stations
such as “Riyadh”. The
most prominent of these
presenters were Sherif
Al-Alami, Mustafa Abu
Gharibeh, Taghrid
Al-Husseini, Musa Al-
Dajani, Ahmed Salem,
and Ahmed Abdel Aal.
Suhaila Al-Haj,
Amal Jaafar and
Basemah Suleiman
were considered to be
the founding female
Kuwaiti presenters on
television. Other names
joined them such as
Sheikha Bibi Al-Yousef,
Mona Taleb, Amina
Al-Sharrah, Sheikha
Fatima Jaber Al-Ali and
Amal Abdullah. The
female Arab television
presenters included Leila
Shukair, Mei Kafafi,
Huda Al-Muhtada
and sister Nada, Haya
Al-Ghussein, Malak
Fakhoury, Zizi Mustafa,
and Dawlat Shawki.
Nouria Al-Sadani was
the first female television
director; she began her
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media activity when she
was 15 and later studied
directing in Egypt before
returning to Kuwait.

Most popular
programs and
anecdotes

There were many
programs that started
with the inception of the
television and lasted for
years, including “Talk
of the Week” presented
by Sheikh Ali Al-Jassar,
“Meeting an Official”
presented by Reza
Al-Faili that continued
for more than 20 years,
and “The Television’s
Hospitality Room”

that was launched in
1963 and presented

by Mohammed Al-
Nashmi. “Mama Anissa”,
directed by Al-Sanousi,
was considered to be
one of the oldest and
most popular television
programs for children on
Kuwait TV.

At the time,
technicians used two
cameras; the first one
would focus on the
presenter and the other
one was used to film
title frames. Cardboard
paper was used to write
the name, introduction
or conclusion of the
program.

Al-Sanousi was also
interested in directing
and documenting the
concerts of Kuwaiti folk
bands, such as the bands
of Oudeh Muhanna,
Hamad bin Hussein
Al-Bahrieh, Ma’aiov
and Al-Amiri. Among
the most famous works
directed by Al-Sanousi

“Many of the Kuwaiti television founders
worked in this field as a hobby and with
enthusiasm; they came from relatively
unrelated areas such as teaching, printing,

scouting, and customs”

during the founding
period was the operetta
of “Essabt Sebamboot”
which was filmed in an
empty square near the
TV building (due to the
lack of studios).

Television also opened
up horizons for many
musical experiments.
The most famous voices
featured included those
of Shady Al-Khaleej and
Saleh Al-Haribi. Many
established Arab singers
were hired to perform
concerts and record their
songs. Some of the most
famous artists included
Umm Kulthum, Nazem
Al-Ghazali, Abdel Halim
Hafez and Farid Al-
Atrash.

In addition to

entertainment and
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Mohammed Nasser Al-Sanousi and the deodorant campaign

folklore, programs

on educational and
awareness issues were
also featured. For
example, Sharif Al-Alami
presented an educational
program called “Q&A”
directed by Faisal Al-
Dabhi.

Al-Sanousi was also
known for his awareness
campaigns such as those
encouraging the use of
deodorant and an anti-
smoking initiative. His
early 1970s campaign to
encourage the killing of
rats and mice was the
most famous at all. He
asked every viewer to kill
a rodent and bring it to
the television building in

wldgraw 8,U) 9 20Vl cleo uid! gooudl Ll
| His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad on a visit to the studios

exchange for a half-dinar
reward. He then hired

a staff member in the
ministry — he called him
“Head of the Mice” — to
dispose of them.

Drama..
stars and spaces
Khaled Al-Shria’an
played an important
role in providing drama
content. He owned a
company that rented out
16mm film in addition to
being the exclusive agent
of Egyptian television
since its inception until
his death in 2010.

One of the first social
programs presented by
Amal Jaafar was “Ana &

ujali wlhl
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Kuwait TV was
broadcasting
froma
ramshackle
building roofed
by cladding
sheet
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CREATIVE

and located between
Dasman Palace and the
sea. There was nothing
to indicate that it was

a TV station except the
existence of broadcast
devices.

In his newly released
book, “Kuwait TV —
History and Tales”, the
former Information
Minister Mohammed
Nasser Al-Sanousi, who
was one of the founders
of Kuwait TV, said
that he had traveled to
study at the Institute
of Performing Arts
in Cairo after telling
his family that he was
going to study law. In
Cairo, he was schooled
by Zaki Tulaimat, and
during his studies he
met Khaled Al-Shria’an
and Khaled Masoud.
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They asked him to return
to Kuwait in order to
work in television, but
he felt frustrated by
the weak facilities that
were available in the
building. He used his
blue Chevrolet to get a
table, a chair and some
accessories out of his
house, and he cleaned
the site and disposed of
the waste by himself.
Interestingly, he was also
unhappy with the special
number plate of his car,
so he sold it to Egyptian
comedian Khawaja
Peugeot, who had come
to Kuwait to teach. The
first salary he received
was 87 dinars and 375
fils.

Perhaps in awe of
how Al-Sanousi and his
colleagues were able
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There

were many
programs that
aired with the
inception of
the television
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to meet their needs
with the least available
resources, Reza Al-Faili
(19412014-) recounted
that they recorded the
ticking of the hall clock
that was in Sheikh Abdul
Aziz Hamada’s house to
signal the time at the
top of every hour on the
radio.

Founders and
pioneers

Al-Faili mentioned

that one day he was
summoned to meet
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad,
who was in charge of
media at that time,
especially the launch of
TV station and Al-Araby
magazine. During the
meeting Al-Faili met
theatrical pioneer Zaki
Tulaimat, who was asked
to help in training the
television presenters.
Despite the fact Al-Faili
has no experience in
this area, he could help
in teaching the trainees
presentation skills and
speaking Standard
Arabic. Interestingly,
during this meeting Al-
Faili met his colleague
Amal Jaafar, a Kuwaiti-
born woman of Lebanese

origin, and married her -

“The site from which Kuwait TV was
broadcasting its materials was a
simple building roofed by cladding
sheet and located between Dasman
Palace and the sea”
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Kuwait TV was the
fourth, launching on
November 15, 1961.

This was preceded by
local attempts led by
businessman Morad
Behbehani, who was

the first to introduce
radio broadcasting in
Kuwait in 1948 and later
television broadcasting in
1957. The radio station
was called “Sherine” and
was located near Safat
Square, broadcasting
from 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
in the afternoon.

Sherine TV
In 1957, Behbehani
became the agent of
RCA (Radio Corporation
of America) in Kuwait,
s0 he imported the
broadcast transmitter
required to launch his
own TV station, also
called Sherine. The
TV station was located
near Dasman Palace; its
power was weak (it did
not exceed 10 kilowatts
and couldn’t cover more
than a few kilometers).
Events that included
Kuwait’s declaration
of independence
had accelerated the
establishment of an
official TV station and
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad,
who was in charge
of media at the time,
introduced the initiative
of buying Sherine.

4 Hours, 4
Kilometers

The experiment
succeeded in launching a
stronger broadcast (100
kilowatts). The Almetla’a
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transmission station was
located in the eastern
district of Kuwait City.
Broadcasting was in
black and white for four
hours a day (6 p.m. — 10
p.m.). There were no
fixed programs except
the verses of the Holy
Qur’an at the opening
and the national anthem
at closing.

Although broadcasting
power was strong in
comparison with Sherine
TV, it still could not
reach all the population
— it barely covered the
capital, Kuwait City.
Most of the content were
cartoon movies rented
from local companies
such as the Dream Store
Company owned by
Yacoub Malallah.

Most of the Kuwaiti
audience were familiar
with the entertainment
content by watching
Sherine TV, and some
of them had equipment
that was able to receive
the broadcast of the US
mission TV station in
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia,
as well as Aramco TV
that used to broadcast
English programs
dubbed into Arabic.
These TV stations were
subsequently joined
by the state-owned TV
station that opened in
Baghdad.

Humble

beginnings

The site from which
Kuwait TV was
broadcasting its materials
was a simple building
roofed by cladding sheet &

“Kuwait TV was the fourth, launching on
November 15, 1961. This was preceded
by local attempts led by businessman

Morad Behbehani”
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Kuwait TV
conducted
awareness
campaigns
against
antisocial
behavior.
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the oasis, which carried
the theme “A Fabric of
Innovation”, was one of

the main attractions of

DSF and was considered

to be an ideal platform
to promote the industry
of handmade carpets
globally. The event
covered 20 percent more
floor space than the
previous year — 8,000
square meters. Musabih
also mentioned that the
value of sales during the
first week reached over
AEDS5 million, while
5,000 visitors attended.
There were 90 stands
for 45 companies that

69 rlynqs
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participated in the
exhibition.

A section of the show
was allocated to set up a
museum for rare antique
rugs and carpets dating
back up to 400 years.
These rare antiques were
brought from different
regions of the world to
attract visitors. m
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Millions of
shoppers,
visitors and
families had
visited the city
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as well as food trucks
and food from favorite
local eateries. DSF
also offered visitors
many more events
and activities that
further enhanced the
festival’s image as a
center of shopping and
entertainment, including
hundreds of roaming
artistes and musicians
who spread festive cheer
in malls across the city.
In the “Beauty Oasis”
exhibition, flynas met
Suheila Sqr Ghabbash,
Director of Event
Management at DFRE,
who described the Dubai
Shopping Festival as a
“true oasis of creativity,

innovation and joy”.

She said the Beauty
Oasis was a unique
experience in the world
of beauty where retailers
offered promotions and
launched products while
also conducting tutorials
on how to achieve that
special look with the
participation of the
region’s top beauty
influencers. This year,
DSF introduced new
innovative products from
the Asian market as well
as products that were
not currently available
in the UAE. The

festival also showcased
exclusive beauty boxes
with a range of beauty

[ ]
and perfume products

endorsed by celebrities.

Ghabbash also
discussed the “Street
Runways”, a series of
fashion shows partnering
with high-street brands
in specific locations across
Dubai that featured the
city’s iconic landmarks as
a canvas to showcase the
latest fashion styles. Four
key locations served as
the backdrop.

Carpet and Art
Oasis

One of the longest-
running events of DSF,
the Carpet and Art
Oasis is an exhibition
and sale of some of the
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The daily raffle
draws have
helped change
the lives of
many people
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rarest, largest, and
most unique handmade
carpets and rugs from
around the world.

This year, the oasis
gave visitors, carpet
and art lovers an
extraordinary range
to choose from and a
glimpse into the culture
and history of countries

represented at the event.

The oasis featured
about 200,000 silk

and wool carpet items,
80 percent of which
were hand-made. The
carpets represented the
heritage and history of
countries renowned for
their carpet industries

The Dubai
Shopping Festival
is the largest
shopping and
entertainment
extravaganza in the
Middle East

DUBAI SHOPPING
FESTIVAL

such as Afghanistan,
Azerbaijan, China, Iran
and Turkey.

Ahmed Mahboob
Musabih, Director of
Dubai Customs, said
this year’s edition of -
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flyngs

range of mega raffles:

The Infiniti and
Nissan Grand Raffle
provided an opportunity
for lucky individuals
to win cars or large
amounts of cash.

There were also draws
to win gold, jewelry
or vouchers to buy
diamonds, pearls and
watches.

Throughout the
festival a daily prize of a
kilo of gold was also on
offer.

A showcase of
talent

The Dubai Shopping
Festival is the
largest shopping

There was an
attraction for
everyone from
fashion flash mobs
to live raffle draws,
not to mention

the fireworks that
was the festival’s
hallmark

A SHOWCASEOF
TALENT

and entertainment
extravaganza in the
Middle East. The 22nd
edition of the festival,
with its unbeatable
deals, had already made
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way into the Guinness
World Records. It was
marked by celebrity
performances and
plenty of other amazing
events. There was an
attraction for everyone
from fashion flash
mobs to live raffle
draws, not to mention
the fireworks that

was the festival’s
hallmark. Throughout
the festival period and
the weekends, the city
witnessed the launch of
a series of spectacular
fireworks shows.

The Market Outside
the Box took place next
to the Burj Khalifa and
focused on emerging

local and regional
designers, giving them
a chance to take center
stage during the festival.
Market OTB showcased
the emerging artists

of jewelry design and
accessories, home décor
and fashion. More than
100 designers displayed
their products and
promoted grassroots
engagement. To make
the outing truly exciting
for the whole family,

the 10-day Market

OTB offered visitors

the opportunity to
experience a number of
entertainment activities,
including live shows
and music concerts —»
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The city
witnessed
the launch
of a series of
spectacular
fireworks
shows
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In the opening
ceremony of the 22nd
edition of DSF, the
Dubai Festival City
transformed into a
carnival of colors with
a show that combined
water, fire, laser and
sound. The first 5,000
visitors received LED
“bracelets” at the
entrance so they could be
part of a stunning visual
display. The guests
enjoyed a full range of
entertainment options
such as a drums show,
dance and performance
sets and competitions.

For the first time
this year, DFRE in
collaboration with its
strategic partner Majid

Opportunity to
experience a number
of entertainment
activities, including
live shows and
music concerts

DUBAI SHOPPING
FESTIVAL

® Al Futtaim Properties

decided to offer exclusive
discounts of up to 90
percent at the Mall of
Emirates and all City
Centre Malls in Dubai.
The 12-hour sale started
from 12pm on the first
day of the New Year.
Shoppers who spent over
AED200 had the chance
to win AED50,000.

Raffles are a star
of the festival

The Dubai Shopping
Festival is renowned for
offering life-changing
prizes such as luxury
cars, cash, gold and
jewelry. This year’s

event carried on this rich
legacy with its exciting &
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This
1S my
Dubai..
come
with
me”

“This is my Dubai...
come with me”,
were the words with
which Bollywood
actor Shahrukh
Khan extended his
personal invitation
to visit the Dubai
Shopping Festival
earlier this year.
The superstar
had surprised his
fans while he was
running on the
jogging track along
the city’s Corniche,
while he was in a
popular market
buying dry thyme
and once again
when he entered
the local volleyball
stadium on a sandy
beach. Yes, Dubai
has become the first
city in the region in
terms of attracting
stars from all over
the world to enjoy
sun, shopping and
civilization.

077 | F Iyur)&g

he 22nd Dubai
Shopping
Festival offered

a continuous flow of
surprises and constant
amazement to the
millions of visitors.
flynas was at the 34-day
event, which carried
the slogan of “Shop,
Win and Celebrate” and
finished at the end of
January. The festival
was organized by the
Dubai Festivals Retail
Sector Establishment
(DFRE) together with
Dubai Tourism and
Commerce Marketing
(DTCM). Bursting
with a rich calendar

of events covering
entertainment, fashion,
shopping, promotions,
raffles, prizes and other

attractions, the event
was really a shopper’s
delight.

Kicking off a New
Year

Mr. Helal Saeed
Almarri, Director
General of DTCM, said
that his organization

is the principal
authority responsible
for strengthening
Dubai’s status as a
world-leading tourism
destination and
commercial hub. He
said: “DSF is part of
our efforts to leverage
large-scale events to
achieve a bigger goal

- that of attracting 20
million visitors to Dubai
as envisaged by Dubai’s
Tourism Vision 2020.” &
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The Carpet
and Art Oasis
is one of the
main activities
of the festival
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I would like to point

out that the museum

is open to all those

who would like to be
familiarized with our
heritage. Our museum is
usually visited by official
delegations and major
figures from inside and
outside the Kingdom.

To visit is free of charge
and we believe that it is

provide hospitality to our
visitors.”

As you wander among
all these antiques
and collectibles and
treated to authentic
Saudi generosity, you'll
surely feel proud of this
individual initiative. After
speaking to the owners,
it is certainly patriotism
that makes running this
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brands as well as other
products that were part
of our childhood.

Old cars

The museum also
contains more than

50 very important old
cars such as the 1929
Mercedes Benz, the
1970 Rolls-Royce, 1934
Volkswagen Beetle,
1929 Ford sedan, 1949
Jeep Model, and a large
group of old pickups and
Mini cars. In addition
visitors can also find the
old Bulkash bus that
was used to transport
pilgrims in the olden
times.

Weapons and
manuscripts

This is perhaps the
most important section
of the museum as it
contains old types

of weapons such as
swords, rifles, pistols,
daggers, spears, bow
and arrows and many
other rifles that were
used by the Saudis in
ancient times. Visitors
can also view old
valuable manuscripts,
Saudi banknotes and
coins.

Animals

Perhaps the most
exciting part of the
museum, this section
overlooks a lioness

in a cage while a
tame leopard may
greet you at the door.
Colorful birds are also
everywhere, adding to
the attraction.
Aledeib museum
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The museum
includes a
small studio of
old and new
photographs

contains six lions, two
tigers, hyenas, foxes,
eagles and hawks and
other species indigenous
to the Arab region. It

is also possible to view
rare species of gazelle,
ducks and geese.

Documenting
pride in Saudi
Arabia

flynas spoke to
Abdullah Jarallah
Aledeib about his
father’s museum and
the reason for its
creation.

He said: “We are
incredibly proud of our
Saudi Islamic heritage;
in fact, this heritage
is also the heritage
of all Arabs as the
Arabian Peninsula
is the birthplace of
the religion of Islam.
The goal for creating
our museum is so
we convey a clear
message emphasizing
the importance of
preserving the heritage
and social memories
of the Kingdom, which
has been founded
by King Abdul Aziz

Al-Saud. That’s why
visitors see his picture
when they first enter
the place.”

Abdullah said his
father was very fond of
ancient artifacts and
antiquities and was
keen to acquire any rare
piece related to Saudi
Arabia exclusively.

“That’s why you find
that almost all the
items that we display
were from historical
times. Eventually, our
father’s hobby became
a profession and we
decided to display these
artifacts to provide
a connection to the

new generation in
particular.”

When asked how
the museum is
funded, especially as
maintaining it must be
expensive, Abdullah
said he and his brothers
provide oversight and
financing.

“We don’t look for any
profit from our work;
the only reason for
running this museum is
our passion to preserve
our heritage. 5
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also explores the
classic grocers that
existed in Saudi cities
and villages. In fact, a
grocers has been built
in the museum using
the same old shape and
décor as they would
have appeared decades
ago. This store contains
the early versions of
biscuit, soft drink (like
Mountain Dew and
Pepsi), milk (such as
Nido), tea and water -
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HERITAGE

flynas had recently
visited the museum
and we received a warm
welcome by members
of the Aledeib family.
The team wandered
between the museum’s
sections, which

were full of various
exhibits that paint a
fascinating picture of
the Kingdom. Visitors
usually come out of the
museum amazed by
what they have seen,
and become infatuated
with the old cars, home
accessories, currencies,
manuscripts, and live
exotic animals that dot
the premises.

Buildings and
civilian facilities
The Aledeib farm
consists of main
buildings served by
civilian facilities; it
begins with gardens,
a football playground
and a large swimming
pool. A large portion of
the farm is allocated
to the museum, which
includes antiques and
personal acquisitions
of Sheikh Aledeib.
This is in addition

to a traditional mud
house, where visitors
can find all details of
the ancient Najd life.
There is also a large
area allocated for the
horses and other rare
animals procured by
the museum.

The studio
The museum tour
begins with a small

87 | F Iygﬂg

studio of old and

new photographs.
Visitors can see rare
photographs of King
Abdul Aziz, founder

of Saudi Arabia and
other rare photographs
of the Saudi kings

that belong exclusively
to Dr. Aledeib. In

this section we can
also see pictures

of the owner with
dignitaries, princes
and ambassadors

who had visited the
museum in addition

to images of his
outstanding real estate
projects and other
initiatives. One of the
most unique pictures
in Aledeib museum is a

panoramic photograph
(1.2 x 3 meters) of
Makkah 250 years ago
that shows how the
buildings surrounded
the Grand Mosque at
that time.

Household items
The largest part of the
museum is dedicated
to the household items
that were used in the
old Saudi home, a
feature that evokes
nostalgia in the
hearts of visitors and
restores memories

of ancient times. We
can see coffee pots,
fireplaces, hand mills,
wood and stone pots,
incense burners, old

*o
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We are overly
proud of our
Saudi historical
heritage
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radios and telephones,
wooden doors, rugs
and carpets, rare
precious antiques
(such as a piece of
pottery dating back
800 years) and others.
The museum also pays
close attention to the

journey of education
in the Kingdom by
displaying old school
tools and course
manuscripts.

0Old Saudi
grocery
The Aledeib museum -

-
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A love of
heritage
increases with
every step
you take in the
museum
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e
Despite all we had read and heard about
Dr. Jarallah Aledeib’s museum, said
to contain the largest personal collection
of antiquities in the Kingdom, we were
surprised by its sheer scale and quality
when we actually entered it. We were
reminded of this particular Arab proverb:
“One eyewitness is better than 10

1

earwitnesses
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of the museum. Today it
has become a museum

destination for tourists,
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s AL SHAHRANI

HISTORY AT NAS

A man of unlimited ambition, Mishaal bin Said Shaher
Alshahrani was always destined to reach for the skies, so it
was perhaps poetic that he ended up at NASA. He left his
school in Al Agiqgq in Al Baha to study abroad in search of

further education opportunities that would satisfy his needs.
The engineer decided to complete his university education as
a scholarship student and majoring in mechanical engineering
at San Jose State University, which is located in the heart of
Silicon Valley in California and is considered to be one of the

strongest universities in engineering.

n fact, Alshahrani’s ambition did
I not stop at joining an American

university to study engineering,
but he had excelled by designing and
inventing a device called “Microgravity”.
He presented his research to NASA,
which accepted it and selected him to be
the first Saudi student to join a team of

researchers at the agency.

Microgravity

Alshahrani said: “My project is about
designing an integrated device that
can create a zero gravity environment
for more than 21 days in order to help
engineers and bioengineering scientists
perform their tests on samples of

biological cells in such unique conditions.

The device can be sent to NASA space
stations so the results can be compared
there.”

NASA found that if it wants to test
the effects of zero gravity on biological
cells or organs, it is forced to send the
samples into space — an expensive
process. Thus, Alshahrani’s new
invention, which will be implemented
within a year, will enable NASA to
perform these tests on Earth and will
save a lot of money.

Alshahrani’s ambitions don’t stop
at choosing becoming the first Saudi

engineer at NASA; he has actually begun
inventing a new technological device
powered by modern techniques, and aims
to invent a coffee-like substance that will
contribute to reducing the consumption
of natural resources.

A remarkable
biography
Alshahrani worked

as a firefighter at
Saudi Aramco for four

years where he gained e,
a lot of experience
before concluding that science was his
true calling. Prior to joining NASA,
Alshahrani worked at some major
companies during his stay in Silicon
Valley. He had worked as a test engineer
at Whizz Systems (an electrical/
electronic manufacturing company),
and as a lab systems engineer at Calix
(a global leader in platform innovations
for access networks), thus adding to his
professional expertise.

He has received many awards such
as the SACM (Saudi Arabia Cultural
Mission) Scholarship Award, which is
given to students with an outstanding
academic record and high GPA.

Alshahrani said: “I was to give thanks
to Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques

“It is my dream to see a
Saudi space agency added
to the key infrastructure
projects in the Kingdom”

King Salman bin Abdul Aziz, and the
government for their support during
my scholarship in the USA. I believe
the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques
scholarship program represented a
turning point in my life and laid the
foundations for all my successes.”
Alshahrani, who
tries to stick to
values such as purity,
truthfulness and
humility, said he
_ | dislikes titles and
honors and wished
many more Saudi engineers would join

NASA or similar organizations. He also
stressed that he would return to the
Kingdom after gaining the appropriate
expertise so he could contribute to his
country.

“It is my dream to see a Saudi space
agency added to the key infrastructure
projects in the Kingdom that would
act as a base for scientific studies and
research.” m
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Select your preferred seat in advance of your
trip. Ensure friends and family are seated
together, or choose a premium seat with extra
legroom.
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legroom

630Ul Ly 2080 UL PGS -
A ol i
Jawl 85 §nJ joodl aedo pial
Gl aedal &)y jueihpd -
Jaj.,Ugwao:Lum

@:..JI aesodl il QU Elibay

excess baggage at the time of booking. One

i Save up to 50% on airport fees by adding your
I I bag of up to 20kg costs from only SAR50.
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Relax in style by adding Executive Lounge
access to your flight booking from just SAR55
per person.

*Available in Dubai, Kuwait, Sharm El Sheikhand Abha.
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Save time and hassle at the airport by
renting a car through flynas.com. We offer
the choice of all major and local suppliers so
you can choose the best deal, plus you can
. . now read customer reviews and ratings for
Ol U each rental office.
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You can enhance your travel
experience by choosing from our
wide range of optional services
when booking your flight. Save
money by paying for your on-board
meal or excess baggage in advance
and benefit from our exclusive

deals on hotels and more on

flynas.com
flynas.com

& Pre-order up to 24 hours before you fly and
choose from our selection of hot meals,
/ sandwiches, wraps and salads at flynas.com.
Fresh Fruit Salad with water

* Tuna Nicoise or Chicken Caesar Salad with
water
Mexican Chicken, Tuna or Vegetarian Wrap,
or Chicken or Cream Cheese Ciabatta with
juice, salad and a dessert
Vegetarian or Chicken Biryani. or Mixed
Grill with juice, salad and a dessert
Omelette breakfast with juice and a
fruit salad

Add one of our on-board meals to your next

flight booking for only SAR 25.
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Save up to 30% by adding a hotel to your
flight booking on flynas.com. Choose from
one of our carefully selected properties with
exclusive discounts only available if booked
with your flight.
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