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WELCOME ON BOARD!

DEAR CUSTOMER

flynas Is Spreading Its Wings!

Many of you will be travelling over the
summer with your families for vacation or to
be together during the Holy Month of
Ramadan. Whatever your reason for travel we
offer you a warm welcome on your flight today.

The flynas family has been busy over the
last few months, launching new routes to the
UK, Morocco and Asia with major events in
each country which have cemented our
positioning as a global airline. However, we
remain at heart your Saudi airline and as we
prepare for the Holy Month we have included
some interesting facts about Ramadan
around the region in this issue.

Our investment in flynas and its people,
offering you more options for travel to, from
and within Saudi Arabia is continuing at a
fast pace. Our new brand has been well
received by you, our Customers, and since its
launch in November has been a template for
the new flynas; a dynamic Saudi airline
offering a global network with convenient,
service sensitive, great value options to all
Economy and Business Customers. Our
vision for growth will continue and
we promise to be “Simply Better” at

everything we do.

From us all at flynas, we hope you have a
great summer full of happy family memories
and look forward to celebrating the Holy
Month of Ramadan with many of you

onboard our flights.
Raja Azmi, flynas CEO
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LUIS TAKLIM

Luis is the founder of infographic agency
Anyforms. This month, he turns his
attention to Ramadan. Luis tells the story
of the Holy Month through some quite

incredible numbers.
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checks out London’s most spectacular hotel.
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Words Yessica Diez-Davies

The Landmark, London

One of Britain’s great Victorian railway entrepreneurs
created what is now one of London’s finest hotels. The
Great Central Hotel, as it was known when it opened in
1899, was the brainchild of Grand Central Railway head
Sir Edward Watkins, who had the prophetic idea to extend
his railway line through a tunnel and across to France.
The heart of the hotel is its vast central courtyard, built
to allow horse-drawn carriages to bring guests right inside
the building. Such grandeur, however, didn’t stop visitor
numbers falling around the time of the Second World
War, and the hotel shut its doors. The building was used as
the British Railways Board’s offices for the next 40 years,

with all of the original fixtures and fittings covered up.
Eventually, the bureaucrats moved out and the property
was sold to Ritz-Carlton in 1986, who started renovation
work. It was, for a time, a Four Seasons hotel before The
Lancaster Landmark Hotel company took it over.

Today, the hotel is still known for its central courtyard -
the eight-storey glass atrium - home to the Winter Garden,
often named as one of the best restaurants in London. But
our choice is the TwoTwenty Two restaurant and bar: their
egg and truffle burger (a beef patty topped with a fried egg
and truffle oil) is revelatory.
landmarklondon.co.uk
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Words Anna Lesner Photo Jonathan Minster

The headphones around your
neck are as much of a fashion
statement as the shoes on your
feet. It almost doesn’t matter what
your cans sound like, as long as
they turn heads. The six that
we’ve picked do both: they look
and sound great. Streetwear that
does your music justice. Big
sounds and big looks. Meet our
favourite on-ear headphones for
summer 2014.

Sounds good

1. Teufel Aureol Real, $134
Feeling much lighter than their
sturdy looks suggest, thisis a brand
for real audiophiles.

2. Sennheiser Momentum, $435

A well balanced set of headphones,
missing just alittle in the mid tones.
Very comfortable on the head.

3. Philips CitiScape Red, $160

A classy piece of kit. It doesn’t
overplay the bass, and it’s light

enough to wear on the move.

4. Philips CitiScape White, $160
The sound quality is the same asthe
red pair, but this one comes with
more comfortable ear pads.

5. Urbanears Humlan Julep, $65
Put your headphones in the washing
machine? Really? Most of this kit
comes apart so you can wash it.

6. Jabra Halo2, $100

Not only is this Bluetooth headset
wireless, it also has microphones so

you can use it with your phone.
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The best McLaren ever?

There are some who might argue that the new McLaren
650S is simply a McLaren 12C with the budget to afford a
nose job. But since its debut at the Geneva Motor Show in
March, those privileged enough to drive it know that this was
no simple nip-and-tuck. Performance is at the heart of the
6508S. It’s faster, creates more down-force for hugging the
race-track, accelerates, steers and stops better than the 12C.
The 650S will get you from 0-100km/h in 3 seconds and
0-160km/h in a staggering 5.7 seconds. If you do have
$330,000 burning a hole in your pocket, we can’t think

of anything better to spend it on.




From track to road

When a technological development dominates the
headlines in Formula 1 racing, it soon finds its way to
road car development.

This year’s innovation is smaller, fuel-efficient
hybrid engines, with the earlier part of the
Formula 1 season dominated by
headlines about sound - or rather
the lack of it. Fans complained
that the lack of roar made
them think they were watching
golf cart racing.

Complaints aside, the racing
has been tight and exciting
with the on-track drama
already outpacing last year’s.
The smart money is likely to be
on Lewis Hamilton in his
Mercedes to dominate the latter half
of the season. Mercedes have made the
best of the silent package, with straight-line
speed, and Hamilton has come to better grips with the
lack of downforce now that exhaust-blown diffusers
(which created extra grip) have been banned.

For now, though, it’s an open playing field with much
excitement likely before the last race at the Yas Marina
Circuitin Abu Dhabi on 23 November.

Jgaa
: o goll &b Lun

JUyigo daiS — 5,801 85515l Blow 194igs 8
Olo o) L9 — &cluw 24— Jozall plle)l &gl 1gaigs 15-14
& Lol — 5,801 83505l Bliww 19aigy 22
Ugiowyalanw Ll — 55801 8335l Bl i94)9s 6
palesSea (Lolodi— 5,uS1 85515l Bl 19a)g 20
Coanlsgs zeadl — Sl b5l Blow t9dgs 27
Sazely = Sl 835l Blow tgadoancl 24
Olay950l,9

Jraianoll giny unall Gluwll

wle ool amddl Ol 2035 osic
038 0l wsugy 148 (1 Vgo,eall wllew plle Ll ollowdl

8l sde ollowd! plle () lpss b 3w bo Olepaw Sl
OlS 0,8l (58 plellid e lau] deuzing - Slowdl old> e s
ol a2 Logas gl B0 (58 slel 85l y20l
Lpolazil 5,500 of wlS o)l dxo )
] pwgall s (59 1 Vgoysall sl (sle
L3l obe oo leSicil cuslioll Ol a5
Sl oVl whlowdl lS,xa) skizall
Blow vsaily ppilSs Ve pple
B pseall gl Lo

138 Blew 0l «SelSLidl e Tausig
o> aily pgdl (i waog) aawsall
wle aeil, elasl adlzs 489 « dgainog
il OVl o Lpic Joill (Say =l
g .swoboll plell Elast ¢ 8,61 LS
809 3l vgidold Luus) VLS (wlzazill
lis aghy jeall Ua> xSVl 98 Guwdsmwye
wle sl 3Ll wgSiw ail 9aus pawsall
bl o il il

elsl JLadl (sle badlsei) caoladl LS 530 (0 Lwdsawpo s lasawl 285
Juasy @)l LoS= 38T wgilold g ogiinmoll w8l (nle
psloell @i ol wlejgoll plaziwl gioy @lnclall sgall plasil

woledl Gzl 138 (9 geazdl plol @slio Jisi V asyall i V|
SV Bl L sg il oo i)l s UgSaws ol lanlly
210893 23 (58 csubigl (58 Lyjlo by aul> abunins

flynas.com

018



pal @51 Ulao lilile) hghha 3

«Ailell salg yaje «é@sloall L4 acgi go Jodll yajell welililel g il psai
i 33lg 48l wlolouail sjp00 cini ol lgysgil dualial lagha vlaiay 3l g
Byiganll [iwsl xalg gl

iGlitell salg yaye iljrao
g 8xal (Spguidl eyl Sle %50 ouns @

Iyl go sl salg go d16La] baghs 3 of yuli salg go Gualial guhs
gl 3 83l ilao

lilao cuiyiidlly Jibullg @ilasll &S)lise dosa ®

oDl &l il

056 010 1100 | mobily.com.sa



dhuwy yogdi 1200 (Al gliall
olge wle Jhiwig «0anlawg
Wyl e Juoiw el ghy uiia

sbeud! puolai gaw @ sl Jlacl sty
SUaio ye il aalay b Ol of LS ag i
WS dbgazll Jubniawdy Giugdidl (sizid s ol
bllaol b d,98.a)l el Jowiwl Oball Ol o)
el gl 50," 98 Sl Ol aosl Sy
oS Y &0l 8, Wgil L 59 syl |
alocl e ey @l gl 08 S Mo

e R

Bl wsgllodl sadadly (sdaoidl e zo,sl” sl

Jlocl 9 axolbo (=g Maua> ASlas sga>
szl pabasy o> Mg’ 9 Nl Jio
Ml dpas i gl sidlyell bghs axig wsalaill
Ol e sl auadsi Gugsi sl sle ags,Sl
Vol iy V ool @y pgis (531 £zl e Ml i
8,180 1S5 lnsg bsliog Ylacl L oz nio ,ue
wosicluly pcliio pclis (88 Saudadl cua=ll g0
raic o>y (o] Alach (39 0>l g
wodle paic (sl sl (58 Jioioll 989 cSaulsi
plell lpops; Vlacl g 1w roleall ol (sl (soiiy
liniwYl 5l locan grazdl UsSy G 0uuly
B .S el s bluy (sde gVl als>,

O gy 2onT Jungd (s oldy

alpozdl &8, il azledl pisals Ib!
i ls 93 Jubatansy diglal pboglas 5103
s 2l ool pSil lgakss Mo (oo VI (sle guis
plol adsazell (58 pild oolrud] Jouine (59 (3l
Sz o] (5208 csolie,dV Ol Gud o Joc
So)loll Sadasl e 2209 @5ladl ol asd

a8g0,0Jl “Jro> 855"J euiyell Wball Gu)s
aounlST s sl 68 csoMwdl il daizally
9 Jocy @S 09 aulaen sVl alozdl wgiall
waddl (| pow )l oo 833550 &yay @b bajlung
2uuidly U5l 8 Tl aillo (sle yic aisly

aS el @il susboad! e Jo=ll aasi o
a5 Sligio (sJ| Tuto Wi Lplasy aclyw Loy
PY TPV WU Ry SES WP PN EAY]
alaio Tgoy @iy &y Yacl leawo (8),Sioll
o o aall wlall aals el lall 1wl
oo 8108 8c oo aadioll alloc] (08 puwl
82cd (sle UlgVl as o ©liss Lpad zuws sallg
i ol JSub sl wlels d g Apgem:f\” oo
&Sl bl edael Ll bl

Flynas.com | 020



'
N
a &
B

021 | flynas
wligun




Y 2

WS

SN

eautiful Oriental rugs are melting
Binto the floor, their colourful fibres

stretched, distorted and skewed.
This isn’t some kind of disaster in a crazed
carpet weaver’s workshop, this is the stere-
otype-challenging, tradition-questioning
work of the young, lauded Azerbaijani artist
Faig Ahmed.

The Jameel Prize nominee studied sculp-
ture at the Azerbaijan State Academy of
Fine Artin Baku, and has worked in vari-
ous media from painting to video, but he
seems to have found his muse in yarn.

Ahmed starts with exquisitely handwo-
ven canonical carpets, then shockingly
stretches them into three-dimensional
sculptures or uses digital techniques to dis-
tort their iconic patterns, creating bold opti-
cal illusions and shocking contrasts that
trip up the eye.

In one series of works he refers to his
painting background, weaving solid colour
patterns over an aluminium base, but leav-
ing drip-like patches unwoven, as if the pat-
tern has somehow run down the carpet.

In other works the design distorts as if
seen through a kaleidoscope, or bends and

Meet the artist whose warped rugs are taking the art world by storm

Words Kirsten Foster Photography Rob Timm

stretches - the yarn being treated as though
it were rubber, not wool.

Ahmed sees the carpet as “a symbol of
[the] invincible tradition of the East, it’s a
visualisation of an undestroyable icon”. Yet
in his work he aims to “destroy the stereo-
types of tradition and create new modern
boundaries”.

His intention is clear in works such as
Rabbit and Unknown, where tradition and
modernity collide - beautiful patterns are
shockingly overwritten by graffiti-like tags
and a cartoonish pink rabbit.

All the distortion and confusion, howev-
er, doesn’t result in discord. Rather, the re-
sults are both bright and beautiful, which
suggests that both the traditional and
the new can learn from each other and com-
bine to create something that is both harmo-
nious and productive.

In his work, Ahmed aims to translate the
traditional language of the carpet into the
universal language of contemporary art,
making it understandable for people from
across the globe.

This is one magic carpet ride we can all
getaticket for. m







STAY
IMPRESSED.

Get a great deal on your business accommodation.
Rooms starting from SR.680 per night at our newly
renovated rooms

If you are Business travelers or simply wish to enjoy a good accommodation with your
family, our newly renovated rooms are the perfect fit for your requirement.

Holiday Inn Jeddah Al Salam
To book call +966 (0)12 6314000
or visit www.holidayinn.com/alsalam

Terms and conditions apply. °2014 IHG. All rights reserved. Most hotels are independently owned and operated. STAY YOU.®

STAY YOU.? is a registered trademark of Six Continents Hotels


http://www.holidayinn.com/alsalam
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Ramadan nights .

Every evening during the Holy Month, Muslims prepare
vast feasts to break their fast. The meals are important

social events, and so food production increases. Just ;
how much might surprise you
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At the iftar fast-breaking meal, you can expect a few specialities prepared
especially for the Holy Month. OK, not a few, a lot

The first thing that most Muslims eat after a day of
fasting is a date, continuing a tradition started by the Prophet
Mohammed. Dates provide a quick sugar boost.

A drink made from dried apricots.
Extracts of liquorice mixed with water.
Tamar Hindi literally means Indian date.
English speakers turned this into tamarind. In Ramadan,
the fruit is made into a smoothie.
Grape molasses are mixed with rose water
and turned into a syrup. Topped with pine nuts.
This English soft drink has become
associated with Ramadan. Half of the company’s
sales are made during the Holy Month.

A hearty lentil or minestrone soup
(or harira in Morocco] lines the stomach in
preparation for the huge meal ahead.
A salad of chopped tomato,
cucumber, lettuce and radish topped with
crunchy pitta bread croutons with lemon juice,
sumac and mint.
Pastry parcels filled with meat,
spinach or cheese.
Raw lamb, finely chopped or
pounded, mixed with burghul wheat and spices,
often served topped with tomato and onion,
drizzled with olive oil.
Hummus and foul.

These main ingredients of any
Ramadan meal are served in different ways.
Jordanians cook lamb in fermented yoghurt and serve
it with rice (mansaf]. Syrians layer the rice with stewed
meat and aubergine in a dish called magluba. Yemenis
add spices to their tandoor-smoked rice (mandi).
Here, granulated semolina takes
the place of rice. Served with meat, chicken or fish.
A whole fish (usually carp) is barbequed on
an open fire or (in northern Iraq) a clay oven.
Boiled, cracked or coarsely-ground
wheat is soaked overnight. It's then left to simmer in water
with meat or chicken.

Fried pancakes filled with cheese or nuts.

A layered sweet with a cream cheese base and

- in Syria and Lebanon - a khishneh (shredded wheat-like)
topping. The Palestinian version has a flat (naameh) top.
Small, crisp doughnut balls. They're known as

lugaimat in the Gulf and zalabia in Egypt.

Milk pudding topped with chopped pistachios.

Egypt’s take on the bread and butter pudding.
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Istanbul:

Armada Hotel

This Istanbul hotel whisks
guests out on a yacht for the
meal. If you choose to stay
on land, a lutist will serenade
you in the hotel's rooftop
restaurant. The terrace looks
over the Blue Mosque and
Sea of Marmara. The menu
includes dishes from the
Ottoman palaces. Expect to
find stuffed chicken, spicy
sucuk sausage, rose water
drinks and sorbets, and -
weirdly - tahini ice cream.
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Ritz-Carlton

A tent that's inside for a
change. During Ramadan,
the hotel transforms its
ballrooms into a series of
grand majlises. As the sun
sets, 700 fasters graze on
Saudi, Lebanese, Egyptian
and Asian Ramadan dishes.
Our picks are the desserts
like kunafeh and gatayef.
You'll also find loads of Qamar
Al-Deen. Saudis swill gallons
of the bolstering apricot drink
during Ramadan.
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At the end of the day

If you haven’t been invited for a fast-breaking iftar meal, you beach or the pool, often with décor fit for a film set. Dinner lasts
can still join in the feast. Luxury hotels lay on mega-buffets, the  for hours, and is immediately followed by the pre-dawn suhoor
likes of which you’ll have never seen before. They’re held in meal. The whole thing only ends when the call to prayer signals
Ramadan tents because the restaurants aren’t big enough to the start of another day of fasting. We pick our favourite spots to
cope with the huge number of diners. The tents are set up by the break the fast in Riyadh, Dubai and Istanbul.

Dubai:

Atlantis Palm
Tahina addicts take note.
The beachfront showpiece
Asateer Tent is a fountain
from which delicous sesame
paste flows. Chefs prepare
enticing mains such as lamb
ouzi with spiced rice and fish
with caramelised onions,
but good luck concentrating
on those while a pyramid of
Turkish delight and baklawa
beckons. Playstations, board
games and wifi entertain
while you digest.
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Dubai:

World Trade Centre
The most sober of the iftar
options, the WTC meal is
served on trellis tables that
feel a world away from the
glitzy beachside affairs.

This buffet, though, picks up
awards every year. Expect
kibbeh in yoghurt, vegetarian
potato kibbeh, grilled meats
and halloumi rolled in thyme.
It may not be adventurous,
but it hits the spot. The WTC
also offers mini majlises for
more private celebrations.
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Dubai: Madinat Jumeirah

A feature of most Ramadan tents is children running riot. Not so at the
Madinat Jumeirah, an adults-only affair with an age limit of 21. The most
swish colourful jalabiya gowns and abaya cloaks in town turn out for this

party. Majlis-style seating areas line the edges of the tent. Food is served by
waiters in red Fez hats. Their speciality is the shanklish salad of crumbled
Lebanese cheese balls, onion, olive oil and parsley. Fresh tamarind juice
and soubia that's made from fermented barley are a welcome relief from the
artificial, sugary drinks that tend to dominate iftar menus.
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NIGHTLIFE As the sun goes down, families rush home - THE ARCTIC DILEMMA The fast lasts from dawn
for the fast-breaking meal. After the meal, things really i to sunset, but what happens if you live where the

get going. Cities of the Arab world come alive after dark.
Shops are open late and restaurants stay open all night.
Prime-time TV is between midnight and 2am, when
highly anticipated 30-part Ramadan drama series (one
for each day of the month) are screened.

sun never sets? Inside the Arctic Circle there’s
24-hour sunlight during the summer. Some scholars W
say that if there’s more than 18 hours of daylight,

Muslims can follow Mecca time. Others choose to - ?

use the timetable of the nearest Muslim city. e -

A
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TIME TRAVELLERS Muslims travelling long-distance h 'OJIJ‘:; Umu.o d}QéUI,annJg U”h'” u-l:upllns -<hadll
don’t have to fast (they can make up the days after mllc Pwﬂm!‘fjhf ’m ‘mmjlhlm m.oJIo.an 'DQ*JI_.
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THE FEAST The end of the Holy Month is marked
by the festival of Eid Al-Fitr. The day starts with a
| visit to the mosque for prayers. Then many people
will go to the cemetery to visit the graves of family
members. The rest of the day is usually spent with
relatives, sharing specially prepared feasts and
¥ exchanging gifts, often of new clothes. Eid Al-Fitr is
seen as a time of forgiveness and making amends.
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But can you drink water? All the answers to all your questions
about the month when Muslims stop eating during daylight hours
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THE EXCEPTION Children, the elderly, pregnant
women and those who are ill don’t have to fast. They
can do it at a later date or give food to the poor.
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WHY NOW? Ramadan is the ninth month of the

Muslim calendar, the month when the Quran was

revealed to the Prophet Mohammed in the year 610.
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DETOX Fasters don’t eat or drink during daylight | i
hours [nothing - not even water). Muslims should also l_ :
stop lying and gossiping, have to give money to the
needy and pray. The idea is to cleanse the body and
mind and remember those less fortunate.
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LUNAR TIME The Muslim calendar works on moon
sightings. That means that the start and end of the
month varies from country to country. Because the

lunar calendar is shorter than the solar one, the
month of Ramadan falls 11 days earlier every year.
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CLOCK WATCHING With Ramadan taking place at the
height of summer, many companies and governments

let staff work five or six hour shifts. Egypt even moves
ings longer.

the clocks back an hour to make the even
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; Everything you’ve ever
wanted to know about

RAMADA

...but were afraid to ask. Here’s Ramadan 101: the numbers, the
traditions, the food and what to do during the holy month

very year the cities of the Muslim world fall silent. The streets are

empty. Restaurant kitchens shut down. Shops are open shorter hours.

And as the sun goes down, the cities wake up. To the outsider, the
month can seem daunting. What am I allowed to do in public? Meanwhile,
Muslims face a barrage of questions from their non-fasting friends. So we've
produced this cut-out-and-keep guide to the Holy Month for Muslims and
non-Muslims alike. Over the next few pages, we explain what happens and why,
we guide you around the Ramadan dinner table, we tell you where to find the
best sunset feasts and, finally, we tell the story of the Holy Month around the
world through some incredible numbers. Ramadan Mubarak! (Happy Ramadan.)
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LUTON HOO HOTEL, GOLF & SPA

1,065 acres of stunning landscape. Opulent accommodation. Over four centuries of history. Luton Hoo Hotel,
Golf & Spa brings you a quintessentially English country house hotel.

Enjoy fine dining in the award-winning Wernher Restaurant, or lunch and afternoon tea in the elegant lounges.
Play a round of golf on the 18-hole course, then sample a modern twist on traditional fare in the oak-beamed Adam’s
Brasserie. For pure relaxation indulge in the infinity swimming pool, treatments and heat therapy suites of The Spa.

For weddings, events, conferences or meetings, Luton Hoo has a choice of perfect settings catering for 3 to 300 guests.

SQ'OFBR’@, « o CONDE NAS
Luton Hoo Hotel, Golf & Spa, The Mansion House, Nr. Luton, Bedfordshire, LU1 3TQ &l é{»i Joha 15O

“ores?
+44 (0)1582 734 437 | www.lutonhoo.co.uk
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Arab-American star Dean Obeidallah

has performed twice in Saudi Arabia. “The
audiences in Saudi were great,” he says.
“Really, across the whole Middle East
they’re really supportive. They’'re great
laughers. But I think in Saudi they were

en a little bit more appreciative, because I
et the sense that they don’t get that many
comedy acts or performers from the West
coming to perform there.”

“Iloved every minute of stage time there.
There was a large audience that expected to
laugh. It was then up to me to deliver,” says
Dubai-based comedian Ali Al Sayed.
“American comedians have rocked stages in
Saudi, you'd be surprised at the number of
people that would drive hours into the
desert to get there.”

They may have emerged from the
shadows unscathed. They may have bigger
audiences than they could have dreamed of.
They may be proud owners of brand new
SUVs. But for successful comedy pioneers,
Alobaid and Al-Amiri are two of the most
serious men I've interviewed.

They're nervous, really. Comedy in Saudi
Arabia is a new baby and they’re its
overprotective parents.

oo dcludl U)lac go

all e 5l skl “One of my biggest concerns is that I don’t

S0l aJLo&-—\eA.S’zll just want stand-up comedy to be a trend,
Aol ale lll s o something that’s gone by 2017,” says
Clockwise from top Al-Amiri. “Ishare this concern with a lot of
left: Abdullah Alobaid, ) .

Saleh Al-Amiri, Dean comedians. We want to make sure it

Obeidallah, Ali Al Sayed becomes part of the culture.” ®
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Alobaid thinks that comedy was able to take
root because of a gaping hole in the
country’s entertainment market.

“In Saudi Arabia, it’s a really special
circumstance. The percentage of youth in
the country is like 70 per cent and we don’t
have entertainment around us,” he says.
“We don’t have cinemas or theatres. There’s
a huge hunger for entertainment, and once
stand-up comedy came it was welcomed.”

Comedy events have become bigger and
the places where comics perform are more
open - less private club and more
government event. Audiences have grown
from a few dozen to a few thousand.

Asasign that comedy has moved into the
mainstream, stand-ups now perform
mainly in Arabic, rather than the English of
the early days. “You have massive crowds
and a different segment of the society, and
shows turned to Arabic due to demand,”
explains Al-Amiri, who, like Alobaid, now
performs almost only in Arabic. Both
comics use English for the occasional
punchline, but the language shift is
indicative of a psychological shift in Saudi
Arabia. No longer is comedy something
that’s elite and hard to understand.

There are other metrics for measuring
the growth of stand-up comedy, of course.
According to both Saudi comics, shows are
generally accepted by — and sometimes even
promoted by - the government. They're
advertised in newspapers and in traditional
media instead of just on Facebook or
Twitter. A comedy club has opened in
Jeddah and another may open soon in
Riyadh. The Riyadh Comedy Festival is the
high watermark for the Saudi scene.

“[The festival] went really, really well,”
says Al-Amiri. “Riyadhers want proper
stand-up acts. This helps us a lot, as
comedians: you have an audience that
appreciates and expects good comedy in a
country where stand-up is only five years old.
It’s basically our moment of joy when we
perform for such an audience. The audiences
were great. The organisation was great. The
set-up was really good. It really was a proper
stand-up comedy show for a proper audience
with proper jokes presented to them.”

Astheindustry is growing, the audiences
are becoming more sophisticated and
demanding and Saudi is drawing some of
the biggest names in Arab comedy. >

Saleh Al-Amiri
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TALE

A licensed real estate agency operating in Lebanon since 2011

e Free valuation for sellers.
* Free transportation to the viewing location in the agency’s car.
e Professional agents, who will assist you at every step, from finding the best
property at the right price to closing a deal.
e |ebanese Ex-pats assist by phone, email etc... to find their dream home, land
or any other property they are looking for back home.

For Sale Duplex - Lebanon- Ain Saadeh
LB0054

Price: $1,200,000

640 Sgm Duplex penthouse located on the 3rd
and 4th floors that enjoys breath-taking sea and
mountain views in addition to its large terraces.
It has 5 bedrooms, 3 master and 6 bathrooms
with a wide area for saloons, and 5 car Parking
space. General Features: Central heating, Split
Air conditioning in every room, Cellar, Double
Glazing, wooden closets, Sanitary “GROHE”, Hydro
Fusion German Wood Kitchen, Saloons tiles all in
Marble “Botto Chino”. Building has its own electric
generator, electric gate, video phone, parking for
visitors, trees and garden spread around, 100%
fitting of exterior marble stone plus AlucoBond in
addition to red bricks roof.

For Sale Duplex — Lebanon - Jeita —

[ BO051

Price: $460,000

285 Sgm, 100 Sgm terrace, 1 Reception room,
4 bedrooms (Master), 5 bathrooms, 2 Saloons,
1 dining room, 1 Maid room & its bathroom, Sea
view, Mountain view, New building, Stone Covered,
AC installations, Heater installation, Double Glazing,
Double wall, 2 garages, 1 Cellar, kitchen executed,
Gibson Decoration, Video phone.

WWW.ESTATEPRO.ME

For Sale Duplex — Lebanon - Broumana —
LBO047

Price: $800,000

High end residential building, 20 min from down-
town Beirut, Apartment super deluxe with an amaz-
ing view and wonderful specifications. These are
Custom made apartment with the best quality avail-
able from home automation system to modern de-
sign and architecture. An apartment is formed from:
330 Sgm, 3 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, Fully
Furnished, ~ Super Deluxe Finishing and Interi-
or Design, High ceiling 5.5 Sgm, Electric shading
system, Transparent glass curtain walls, “smart
home” equipped with advanced technical systems,
Advanced climate control systems, Kitchen and
sanitary appliances by leading manufacturer, Visi-
tors Parking, 2 parking, Cellar, 700 Sqm of common
landscaping garden with waterfall, Janitor room,
Driver room, Sea View, Mountain View.

£ 4th Floor St. Elie Center Old Road, Mansourieh | T: +961 76 66 99 76 | E:

For Sale Luxurious Villa In Monteverde —
Lebanon — LBOO11

Price: $7,500,000

The Villa is constructed as follows:

o Level (-2) with an area of about 300m?2, compris-
ing a fitness area, an entertainment area and service
rooms. @ Level (-1) with an area of about 465m2,
including 3 staff bedrooms, laundry, 130m? covered
parking space and a chalet serving the pool area. ®
Level (0) with an area of about 300m2, comprising
4 master bedrooms, a living room and a lobby with
an integrated kitchenette. e Level (1) with an area of
about 325m2, comprising 2 salons, a dining area,
kitchen, terrace and entrance lobby.  Level (2) with
an area of about 320m?2, accommodating the luxu-
rious master suite consisting of a master bedroom
with walk-in closet and bathroom with jacuzzi, a
living room and a large terrace.

The main facilities of the property are:

® 60m? curved swimming pool with the latest filtra-
tion system, surrounded by both covered and uncov-
ered terraces that extend through a large flat grass
garden to a stylish wooden pergola. ® 65m? audio
visual entertainment room. ® 100m? fitness area.

Lebanon@estatepro.me


http://WWW.ESTATEPRO.ME
mailto:Lebanon@estatepro.me

Words Drew Gough

Saudi Arabia’s funnymen
are laughing all the way
to the bank

wenty-three comedians, 23 new

cars. It might sound like the

makings of an Oprah special
episode: “You get a car! You get a car! You get
a car!” But this over-the-top act of
benevolence happened closer to home. To
mark the end of Riyadh'’s first ever comedy
festival in March, Prince Al-Waleed bin
Talal gave an SUV to each of the 23
performers at the Riyadh Comedy Festival.

The giftleft Abdullah Alobaid, one of the
performers, feeling a bit overwhelmed.
Alobaid is one of the pioneers of comedy in
Saudi Arabia. He’s been performing for five
years and to him, the Riyadh festival - and
his new car - demonstrate how far the
stand-up scene has come in his homeland.

Five years ago, if you wanted to see
comedy on stage in Saudi Arabia, you'd
need to be invited. No one advertised the
shows, audiences were small, and the
performances were in English at private
clubs. It was an exclusive, closed circle.

This wasn’t comedy for the man-on-the-
street. Most of it was in English: elites
performing for elites. Even as late as 2012,
when Saleh Al-Amiri - who also performed
at the Riyadh Comedy Festival in March -
was getting his start in stand-up, English
was still pervasive in comedy.

“In the beginning, it was only spread
through people you know,” Alobaid
explains. “You didn’t want to be caught
selling tickets. We were scared, in 2009, to
announce these events. We were selective
[in choosing our audience].”

But slowly, comedians’ apprehensions
were assuaged by an ever-growing desire
for comedy: the fear of getting caught was
replaced by a desire to be supported and
encouraged. Social media played a big part
in spreading awareness of the shows, but >
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Comedians and cars
Prince Al-Waleed bin Talal gifted new
SUVs to the 23 performers at the first-

ever Riyadh Comedy Festival. Here's how
one of the recipients, and two not-so-
lucky comedians, reacted:

Abdullah Alobaid, Saudi comedian
“You don't sleep at night before the
shows. You want people to feel happy. At
the end, you want something in return.
For me, it's not money. But if it's a car, and
I didn't ask forit, | won't say no!”

Dean Obeidallah, producer of the
Amman Comedy Festival
“I'think that's great. | wish someone
would offer me a car. Offer me a bicycle, |
would take it! As a comedian, | don't have
a problem with anyone getting paid well.
It's a talent, and whatever you can get
someone to pay you, you're worth it.”

Ali Al Sayed, radio host and
stand-up comic in Dubai
“They got cars? Somebody once gave me
a hug after a show and it made me feel
special. Knowing | can bring joy to people
by doing what | love is more rewarding
than an expensive tangible item.”
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TURKEY

Words Tristan Rutherford

Swimming
to Europe e Jariia

Why get the ferry when you can take flynas.com
the scenic route across the Bosphorus " FLY TO ISTANBUL
flynas.com
It’s an invitation to a morning fraught with

fear. This is a race where contestants are

garlanded if they complete the course, let

alone win. The Bosphorus Cross Continental

Swim weaves across one of the world’s

busiest shipping lanes from the Middle East

to Europe. Little wonder it ranks as number

six in the World’s Top 100 Open Water

Swims, according to the World Open Water

Swimming Association.

Starting in the seaside suburb of Kanlica (a
village famed for its creamy yoghurt) it
squeezes through the Straits to the enclave of
Kurucesme on the European shore. Ancient
Ottoman palaces serve as navigation points.
Dolphins and seagulls keep swimmers
company as they slog it out across this fierce
stretch of water.

This year’s race, on 20 July, will be an
international affair. Last year, almost 50
nationalities made up the 1,500 swimmers,
with ages ranging from 14 to 83.

Those who have successfully completed
the cross-continental journey say that
swimmers require both upper body
endurance and a keen mind to interpret the
tides. Not only do participants need to dodge
jellyfish on their watery trial, they also need
to read the Bosphorus’s inexorable 7km/h
current: misjudge it and you’ll end up at the
Four Seasons hotel, with a backbreaking
struggle north to the chequered flag.

For those who don’t make it in the allotted
two hours, there are safety boats on hand to
pick up non-finishers. And it’s not just
because of the threat of the currents and
fatigue - the Bosphorus, the world’s
narrowest strait used for international
navigation, is closed to oil tanker and
container ship traffic for just a handful of

¢ hours while the yearly race isrun.
5

2 bogazici.olimpiyat.org.tr
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Where are Dubai’s most
interesting young artists
hiding? Here, of course.
In the middle of the city’s
industrial zone
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With SLRs a common sight on the streets of Dubai, and Instagram
filled with street photography, we’ve all grown from consumers
of photography to producers. The trouble is, so few of us ever take
our cameras out of automatic mode. Gulf Photo Plus wants to help
us experiment. They run regular courses covering everything
from how to take better smartphone pics, to advanced lighting
and Photoshop skills. Bi-annual events and workshops

attract internationally renowned photographers and, from

its Alserkal Avenue base, it operates as a shop, printing and

light studio and exhibition space.

gulfphotoplus.com
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It’s not just art galleries that have established themselvesin
Alserkal Avenue. While most media empires are run from

Media City, Desert Fiish magazine prefers to be in with the
creatives. A biannual conceptual fashion magazine, it was
founded eight years ago by photographer Peter Richweisz and
publisher/producer Shub Qureshi. The print and online title is
now available in 52 countries, aside from the UAE, partly through
clever partnerships with events like Art Monaco and Art Moscow.
It’s now a must-read for Gulf photographers, designers and stylists
and an indispensable guide to what’s on trend this season.
desertfishproduction.com




TITANIUM

AIN EL TINEH

T1- AIN ELTINEH
315 sgm apartments - city view,
340 - 495 sgm apartments - sea view

T2 - AIN ELTINEH
285 sgm apartments - city view,
290 - 412 sgm apartments - sea view

Adding its signature to a Beirut neighbourhood
synonymous with exceptional exclusivity is TI-
TANIUM. Amid an absolute epicenter of sheer
refinement in the capital's fashionable quarter
of Ain el-Tineh, this luxurious residential devel-
opment stands out as the pinnacle of luxury
and refinement.
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FAX:+961 1 802002

E-MAIL: sales@kronfol.net
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The Fridge is easy to find - just follow your ears. The music
management company claims to be the only one in the region to
look after artists from start to finish. They scout for talent, develop
them and produce the recordings, showcasing the results at gigs in
their Alserkal Avenue venue. The Fridge’s community manager
Mike Priest explains the pull of the area: “Alserkal Avenue is a hub
for creativity in the industrial area of Dubai.” He often arranges
joint events with neighbouring venues. “It’s a meeting place for
cross-platform artistic endeavours.” Look out for The Fridge’s mini
festivals, from unplugged weeks to first-timer showcases.
thefridgedubai.com




COBBLERS COVE

B ARBADOS

THE CARIBBEAN’S BEST KEPT SECRET...

Cool, calm and private, Cobblers Cove is the smart choice for people in the know.
; Nestled in lush tropical gardens on the beautiful west coast of Barbados, this
. B luxury boutique hotel offers exceptional food, total relaxation and even a
Hawksbill turtle or two. As a member of the prestigious Relais & Chateaux group,
¥ B Cobblers Cove prides itself on its impeccable service and elegant Caribbean charm. -
i e .
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Cobblers Cove, Barbados | T: +1 246 422-2291 | reservations@cobblerscove.com


mailto:reservations@cobblerscove.com
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If you're looking to start an art collection or dabble in a bit of talent
spotting, this gallery needs to be your first port of call. Lawrie
Shabibi is one of the few Dubai galleries specialising in works by
emerging Middle Eastern artists, such as Driss Ouadahi. This
Algerian painter specialises in capturing scenes of urban
alienation: showing the beauty in stark underpasses and broken
wire fences. Turkish contemporary artist Selma Gurbiiz mixes
influences of her country’s folk art with impressionism, while
Lebanese artist Nabil Nahas produces abstract geometric
paintings that invoke echoes of the olive trees of his homeland.
lawrieshabibi.com

S SCULPTURE AL WARQAA

ARTIST ADEL




Georgina Wilson-Powell Gabriela Maj

How a Dubai cul-de-sac offers a glimpse into the city’s artistic future
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R
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8th Street CREATIVES [|INDUSTRIAL

ou only come here if you know what you're looking for. Alserkal Avenue is a dusty
road in the industrial district of Al-Quoz with only one way in and one way out.
But something’s changing.

Over the past five years, Alserkal has become home to the city’s most exciting creative
scene, bringing together calligraphists, painters and graphic designers. Around 20 galleries
have set up shop here and, unlike most exhibition spaces in the city, you don’t have to ring
the doorbell or make an appointment. At the first annual Al-Quoz Street Night Art festival,
held here earlier this year, you didn’t even have to go inside. Street artists showcased their
talents outside to an accompaniment of beatboxing and open mic sessions.

It’s the sense of community among these independent galleries that sets them apart from
other stuffy arts scenes. Here we profile a few of our favourite spots on Alserkal Avenue.

alserkalavenue.ae
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9pm Dinner dates

From a new market to a very old one: the Mubarakia
Souk, Kuwait’s central market and one of the Gulf’s
busiest. If the snacks at Shakshooka aren’t enough to
keep hunger at bay, we know something that will be.
Look for the rows and rows of tables set at the edge of the
market. It may seem crazy to sit outside in this weather,
but with fans and a water sprinkler dousing diners in a
fine mist, there’s nowhere more refreshing. Order a
kebab with freshly baked bread. Hunger satisfied, it’s
time to go shopping. Check out the spice hall and pick up
some fresh dates (these are the best in the region). Then
check out Ali’s carpets (he imports these custom-woven
rugs from Afghanistan) and Beit Ahmed, an upmarket
shop full of wonderfully designed homewares and
trinkets from around the world.

Entrances on Mubarak Al-Kabir, Ahmad Al-Jaber

and Ali Al-Salem Streets

11 pm Kuwait Towers

Now that the temperature has dropped a little, head out to
the coast for a night-time walk. The Kuwait Towers are
one of the city’s major landmarks. They used to feature
restaurants, cafes and a rotating viewing ‘sphere’, but the
towers are currently closed for a three-year renovation
project. But the sight of the towers from the base is just as
spectacular as the view from the top. The enormous
mosaic spheres twinkle in their spotlights. After you've
taken in the spectacular sight, walk along the waterfront
and have a snack from one of the many street traders.
Arabian Gulf Street, Sharq District B
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7pm The secret market - Shakshooka

We'd love to give you directions to this weekly farmers’
market, but we just don’t know where it’ll be. Founder
Maryam Al-Nusif posts details on Instagram a few hours
before the Thursday night event. It all started last year
when Al-Nusif set up a table in a car park, initially as a
one-off. It was such a success that she and her friends
decided to do it again the following week. The last-minute
announcements have become something of a trademark for
the Shakshooka market. Our favourite traders are O Honey
(a bee-keeper who sells limited amounts of handmade
produce, left) and Salt (chocolate brownies, below).

Details at instagram.com/mimikuwait
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S5pm Car museum

Kuwait was the first country in the Gulf to welcome the
motor car to its roads. In 1911, a Kuwaiti man living in
India, Qasim Al-Ibrahim, sent a Minerva, a Belgian car, to
Sheikh Mubarak Al-Kabir. The country’s love affair with
all things four-wheeled had started. To witness it, head
out into Shuwaikh, an area that seems to be filled
with car dealerships, to visit the Historical, Vintage and
Classic Cars Museum. The main building is home to 30
beautifully restored vehicles (some are former state
vehicles, or royal cars from other countries). There are also
three Aston Martins and two vintage Minervas. The latest
addition to the museum is a small racetrack, with a
café on the bridge over it. If there’s a race taking place,
there’s nowhere better to sit.

Shuwaikh Industrial Area, look for the junction of Road
55 and Road 80 =
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6am Get close to nature

As you drive out through Jahra, the city disappears
behind you. About 30km further along the desert road is
the Sabah Al-Ahmad Nature Reserve. During the first
Gulf War the invading Iragis used the land as an army
base. Foxholes and bunkers were constructed and
thousands of landmines planted. Now the ground is
slowly being made safe and a reed-lined oasis has been
created. The highlight of the reserve is the talha tree,
Kuwait’s only native tree that can only be found in this
reserve. Officially, the nature reserve is only open to
scientists and researchers, but the guards at the gate may
let you in. And even if they don't, the view of the hazy sun
rising over the skyscrapers of Kuwait City (across the
water from here) is worth the trip alone.

The Nature Reserve is a 45 minute drive out of town. Take
the Jahra Road and Subiya Motorway

Tpm Behbehani

These low-rise buildings are the last remnants of old
Kuwait in a city of skyscrapers. The Behbehani
neighbourhood tells the story of the rapid growth of the
capital. In the 1950s, Kuwait was competing with nearby
Basra for merchant ships. They would dock and the goods
would then be transferred by land to the rest of the
Arab world. To accommodate the dock workers,
a compound was established for them. Some 28 houses
were built around a central courtyard. During the oil
boom, many inhabitants of old houses within the city
walls moved out into new apartment blocks with modern
facilities. Most of the landowners sold out, except one:
Behbehani. Some of the buildings here are in a poor
state of repair, but one of the best preserved houses the
Dar Al-Funoon Art Gallery. Once you've checked it out,
head around the corner to La Piazza for lunch.

Not many taxi drivers know the Behbehani area by name.
Ask for the American Hospital on Arabian Gulf Street
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Reservoirs at the nature
reserve are slowly
attracting wildlife back
to the desert (6am).
Spend the afternoon
visiting some of the
city’s oldest buildings
(1pm) and cars (5pm)
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After a dawn trip to the ool (I yxell al>) aey

nature reserve (6am), Wi (o 6) ausubll
check out Kuwait's FOVRY/FPCT WSV ST
oldest neighbourhood, A 1) solpupdl (s> g9
Behbehani (1pm). The 908 slwall Lol (gl
evening is market time: Yo «Igul) paazo
Shakshooka at 7pm and (slawro 7) aSg Sl
Mubarakia at 9pm (slwao 9) &S Lodly

HOURS IN KUWAIT

Google “things to do in Kuwait” and a surprisingly short
list comes up. Go to your local bookshop and ask for
a Kuwait travel guide, and you’ll probably get
a blank stare. The city-state has hidden
its secrets well. Until now...

Words Haitham Sannani Photography Rob Timm

uwait is an easy city to explore: the main thoroughfares run
K in concentric circles, starting with the First Ring Road at

the centre of town. And with the city arranged on a
peninsula (meaning many of the city’s restaurants and hotels have sea
views), with the iconic Kuwait Towers at the far end, it's hard to get
lost. As Kuwait is one of the hottest places in the Arab world, it’s worth
heading out early to make the most of the morning. -
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Iragi-born, London-based Diyan Zora started the Swivel

Theatre Company with a group of friends in 2010
because she felt that Arab voices on the London stage
weren't getting the attention they deserved.

“The first thing we wanted to do was stage
Shakespeare’s Othello with Othello speaking in Arabic.
He’s meant to be a Moroccan and it felt strange that this
had never been fully explored.”

After Othello, Zora tackled another Shakespeare play.
She set Twelfth Night in 1920s colonial Morocco, a lavish
production featuring a script in three languages and a
live band. The production Swivel’s taking to Liverpool
is actually a set of four plays by four different writers.

“Waiting For Summer covers Iraq, Syria, Palestine
and Egypt,” says Zora, “and all the parts, both male and
female, are played by a cast of six women.” Her plays
attempt to show how the political upheaval in the Arab
world of recent years has affected the lives of women
living in very different circumstances.

“We’ve got Advice to Iraqi Women by [British
playwright] Martin Crimp, which was originally
performed at the Royal Court in London in 2003,” she
says. “We also have a play by Hannah Khalil, a
Palestinian-Irish writer, about a Palestinian
grandmother in the West Bank.”

Zora says that Liverpool audiences can expect to have
fun. “These are serious topics but there’s lots of comedy
in these plays,” she says.

Waiting For Summer is on 11-12 June
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YOUR ONE STOP SOLUTION AGENCY

WE ALWAYS THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX

Plan B belleves In Its foundations & work ethics. You have a
challenge, we have a solution. Your Solution,

Warehouse No.4
Al-Quoz 3, Dubai - UAE

www.planbadv.com

Get in Touch Now!
(04) 3390031 - 3390043
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Palestinian graphic designer

DANAH ABDULLA

In 2010, Danah Abdulla founded Kalimat, an art and
culture magazine that encourages Arab creatives to
challenge the status quo by giving them a platform for
the expression of new ideas. She’s a designer by trade,
and her magazine focuses on graphic design, something
she admits the Arab world hasn’t traditionally excelled
at. However, the exhibition she’s curating in Liverpool
will showcase some truly cutting-edge Arab design, as
well as demonstrate why design has such a major effect
on the way we all live.

Abdulla has commissioned a diverse group of
designers from across the Arab world, including Nour
Flayhan of Kuwait, New Zealand-based Lebanese
designer Cynthia Merhej and Moroccan creative duo
Maures, asking them to select one of eight challenges
which will see them reimagining and reinterpreting
Arab cities and culture.

Abdulla has named the exhibition Choose Your Own
Adventure after the children’s books of the 1980s. The
designers can choose their own path through these
design challenges, which vary enormously: creating the
design infrastructure for a London Underground-style
transport network in an Arab city; devising the

’:T‘?é

marketing campaign for a new railway system
connecting Arabic cities; the creation of posters for a hip
new Arab music venue; and the production of front
pages for imaginary Arab newspapers.
Although design culture in the Middle East is
rapidly improving, Abdulla is concerned about

the direction in which it’s moving. “It’s entering a
very collectable, elitist space, which as a designer

I disagree with. I make things because they have

a function. Graphic designers are powerful and
important because they are communicators, and
their work affects everybody’s lives.”

The Choose Your Own Adventure exhibition
ison 7 June >
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FARAH SIRAJ

Nobody sounds quite like Farah Siraj. On her 2011
album Nomad, the Jordanian singer-songwriter
combines elements of traditional Arabic songwriting
with Spanish flamenco sounds - and it works
brilliantly. “I call the music Arabic flamenco jazz,” she
says, explaining that she became obsessed with
flamenco when she moved to Spain as a teenager.
“There are commonalities between Arabic music and
flamenco, some beautiful similarities.”

Siraj herself is the nomad in question in the title of
her album, but while she’s lived and performed all over
the world, she’s very proud of her Jordanian roots. “My
travels and the places I've lived in have shaped my
musical identity, but I grew up in Jordan listening to
lots of Arabic music,” she says. “I feel like I'm
representing Jordan and the Arab world when I travel.”
On her website, Siraj describes herself as “Jordan’s
Musical Ambassadress” (fitting, perhaps, because her
father was a real Jordanian ambassador). “I'm proud to
be a modern Arab woman and excited to introduce
Arab music to new audiences. I was the first Arab
woman ever to perform in Peru.”

“Western audiences are often surprised when they
see me perform because they don’t have any reference
points for Jordanian music,” she explains. “My hope is
to bring more people to listen to Middle Eastern music.”

Farah Siraj performs on 8 June >
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Making a song

and dance about
Arab culture

As the Liverpool Arab Arts Festival enters its 13th year, we preview some of the highlights

o7

Words Matthew Lee

hink of Liverpool and what comes to mind?

The Beatles? Football? How about Arab

culture? No? Well, Merseyside is home to one
of the UK’s oldest Arab communities, and in recent
years it has become the place to find Britain’s biggest
celebration of Arab music, film, art and cinema.

“It all started in the late 1990s when we got together
with the Bluecoat, a local arts complex, to translate a
leaflet for an Arabic concert,” says Taher Qassim MBE,
co-founder of the Liverpool Arab Arts Festival, now in
its 13th year. “Soon after that we organised a weekend of
Arab culture, followed by another weekend and then
another. In 2001 we thought it was time to organise
something bigger, so we launched a proper festival.”

flynas

Until then, Qassim explains, there were almost no
Arabic events in the city and the community felt starved
of culture in their mother tongue. Moreover, nobody else
in Liverpool had the chance to experience a different
Middle East to the one they saw in the news. In the early
days, the festival attracted 3,000 visitors; now that
number has more than doubled and the programming is
ever more ambitious. Qassim, who’s particularly excited
about the visit of Syrian singer Lena Chamamyan, says
the 2014 line-up is dominated by women. “It wasn’t
something we planned,” he says. “We chose what we
wanted and it just turned out that way.”

Here, three Arab artists tell us about their work and
what they have planned for Liverpool. >
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Interview with Dr. Khalid AlBiyari
SVP Technology & Network Operations for STC

n the
telecommunications

past decade or @ so,
industry has

really taken off in the Kingdom. What
role does the industry have in shaping the
socio-economiclandscape in the country?

In today’s world where distances are
shrinking and access, communication
and connectivity are three key growth
drivers, the role of the telecommunications
industry has seen a major uplift around the
globe. While traditionally these services
were seen merely as channels to enable
phone calls and to some extent text
messages, today the realization of the true
potential of such connectivity is opening
new doors for fast, secure and easy delivery
of complex services to the people who
deserve them the most.

The role of the industry has been very
positive in terms of socio-economic
development and growth in the Kingdom.
Currently, the volume of investment in the
IT and telecom industry amounts to SR 200
billion and the industry employs 60,000
locals per year. This reflects positively on
the Saudi local market and adds about
SR 50 billion a year to the national GDP.
Today, the World Information Technology
and Services Alliance (WITSA) data shows
that KSA utilizes 70-80% of total IT and
telecom spending on telecommunications
compared to 45-55% in a country like the
USA where IT and telecom sector is the
most vital sector in the world.

Access to connectivity in general
and broadband in particular opens up
a host of opportunities for customers.
Whether

business, connecting global organizations,

supporting the growth of

provisioning everyday services, quick
and easy provisioning of educational and
health-related services or even affecting
corporate social responsibility initiatives,
the industry plays a big role in fuelling the
engine of socio-economic growth in the
country.

When it comes to STC, the company is

the largest provider of telecommunication

services in the country and beyond. We are
proud to be able to offer the full-scale of
telecommunication solutions from fixed
line, mobile and broadband to undersea
cables, digital services, content services
and much more. We see ourselves as
the willing, in fact eager partners to the
government and the people of the Kingdom
in terms of digitization of the economy and
taking advantage of the unique benefits
that technology brings.

After some uncharacteristically low
STC bounced back and has
delivered some great results in the past

results,

year or so. What are some of the factors
behind the positive results STC has been
delivering one quarter after another?

The financial results achieved during Q1
2014 reflect the efforts towards continuous
improvement both domestically and
internationally. STC continues to focus
on home market while at the same time
rationalizing its international portfolio.
Currently, STCmaintainsastrongdualfocus
on developing the data and broadband
segment while improving operational
excellence to ensure that the bottom line
is positively impacted from both cost and
revenue perspectives. Our cost of services
and operating expenses during Q1 2014
and 17%

compared to the same period last year. At

decreased 8% consecutively
the same time, revenues from controlled
subsidiaries have grown by 24% compared
to the corresponding period last year.

What are some of the growth drivers for
STC going forward?

Without undermining the importance
of traditional ‘cash cows’ such as voice and
value added services, broad-band services
remained the main drivers for new growth
levels and are expected to remain so for
the next few years. We believe that the next
generation of services or even alternative
revenue streams will stem from fast,
reliable and always on internet experience
and we consistently strive to provide best
in class speeds and bandwidths through

our broadband offerings, whether they are
fixed line offerings or our state-of-the art
4G networks. In 2013 alone, the revenue
from wireless broadband increased by 80%
and by the end of Q1 2014 we had reached
900,000 locations with our fiber optic
network.

The success of STC stems from two main
points, foremost of which is customer
centricity. We try to feel the customer’s pulse
by continually monitoring, understanding,
analyzing and delivering what customers
want; secondly, by maintaining a world-
class infrastructure, we remain ready and
committed to fulfilling the needs of the
customers.

The bouquet of services and solutions
STC offers accords customers a broad
Whether
enterprise or government customers, or

portfolio. home, personal,
even global operators, we work 24/7 to
ensure that each category or segment of
customers is provided optimum service.
Today, the STC Group operates an overland
and submarine cable infrastructure that
serves more than 70% of regional telecom
operators, 15 direct-presence centers that
assist more than 90 countries, as well as
full-package internet services that cater
to 12 neighboring countries. We have laid
the longest fiber optics network with a total
reach of 300,000 km connecting 20 Saudi
cities. We continue to expand upon our 4G
capability and possess the largest internal
portal in the region that can handle up to
380 gbps with a network capacity of more
than 4,000 terabits per day.

This customer centricity and focus on
infrastructure helped us grow our operating
profit by 13% during 2013 and our EBITDA
by 25%. The strength of our brand is
recognized globally with STC comfortably
positioned among the top 500 global
brands. STC s also amember of the 50 most
influential GCC brand club, according to
Brand Finance plc of Britain. STC strives to
ensure that our success, one quarter after
another, enjoys a solid financial position. B
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! Numbers ‘ only 1/2
tell the story |
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17 years of corporate services in over 30 cities. 15000
network nodes. Peering with all 4 operators. More last-
mile connectivity options than any other WAN provider
in Saudi Arabia. 99.9% SLAs. Data centers that have seen O
downtime over the last 3 years. But our biggest creden-
tial is your trust in our relationship. Trust that has
seen us grow together.

After all, numbers tell only half the story.
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MPLS | Cloud Infrastructure | Managed IT Services | Collaboration | Vulnerability Management
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Saudi Arabia’s #1 Converged Services Provider

A subsidiary of
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marketing solutions dsfsguuill Jelall

¢ 1 ma
and marketing

Loyalty programs that MMS develop and manage:

B Multi-partners reward points loyalty program f;ﬁ‘é’é‘n
B Customized closed loyalty program.

M Mall loyalty card program.

I Corporate discount card program.

The first multi-partner rewards program in the KSA

JAZEEL is a unique rewards program that rewards you
and your family when you purchase products or services
from participating partners. Earn points on your JAZEEL
card at partner outlets and later redeem them for products
and services at a diverse selection of participating partners
within our exclusive Kingdom wide network.

o Crma Gt

Fnes Gl

Emo tabbara® P Kingswm i@ 2@ .
e e .o P
|Riyadh, KSA - Tel.

y 2010, Mukafaat marketing solutions is a

Saudi Arabian

olutions company, specialized in developing, managing,
Ity programs.

N

Customized closed loyalty program

* A Closed loyalty program solution designed exclusively
for a specific retailer. Customers who are members in
such a program can earn and redeem points only at the
branches of that specific retailer

Mall loyalty card program

¢ A Mall loyalty program solution designed exclusively
for a specific mall. Customers who are members in such
a program can earn and redeem points only at the mall
shops.

Corporate discount card program

* Manage and facilitate commercial discount provided
by retail merchants’ outlets to corporate employee .

“Years of encellence...

+966 11 461 1066 - Fax: 461 1317 - Mob.: 59 991 1630 - www.mukafaat.com  50% OWNED BY {5} NOUR commuicsios

Thought Leader 2014
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FLYNAS ARRIVES

NLONDON

We watch the arrival of the inaugural flight from Jeddah to Gatwick
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Top flynas director of marketing and communications,

Wael Al-Sarhan takes a celebratory photo

Far Right The crew of the first flynas flight to London
alongside flynas CEO Raja Azmi and Gatwick Airport chief
commercial officer Guy Stephenson

Below Inaugural flynas flight touches down at London Gatwick

STEVE DUNLOP
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FIVE MINUTES WITH...

Abdulilah Suliman Al Eadi, the man who looks after you from check in to take off

onl ]

NAME Abdulilah Suliman Al Eadi
TITLE Director, Ground Operations
JOINED 2005

€¢

NEW AIRPORT
FACILITIES WILL
BE OPENING
SOON IN RIYADH
AND JEDDAH

)

081 F'YQSU‘E

WHAT DOES YOUR JOB INVOLVE?
In Ground Operations, we’re responsible
for all the activity at the airports. We're in
charge of the Customer experience on the
ground, so anything related to their
journey, from the moment they arrive at
the terminal until the moment they receive
their baggage at the destination airport.
We have the check-in area, which is the
first place we meet the Customer. Then
they pass through immigration and
security, which belongs to the airport
authorities, not Ground Operations. After
that, at the gate, we make sure the plane is
ready in advance, we handle the cleaning
of the aircraft and maintenance. We load
the baggage, then we handle staff
boarding and then Customer boarding.
We make sure the flight departs on time.
After arrival, we're responsible for ensuring
Customers’ baggage arrives correctly
without anything missing and on time.

TELL US ABOUT YOUR CAREER
AT flynas

| started as a flight operations coordinator
in 2005. In 2007, | became station
supervisor for the home base, which is
Riyadh. After two years | was promoted to
duty station manager for the same base.

In 2011, | moved to the UAE when |
became station manager for Dubai,
Sharjah and Abu Dhabi. | stayed there until
March 2013 when | came back to Riyadh
as director of ground operations at HQ.

WHAT’S THE BIGGEST
CHALLENGE IN YOUR JOB?

The biggest challenge is with the airport
facilities in Saudi Arabia: the congestion.
But we have hope now because there’s a
new airport in Jeddah that’s almost ready.
It’s due to open in the first quarter of 2015.
In Riyadh, there’s a new terminal opening
at the same time. And there’s a new
airport in Madinah. So we have a challenge
right now because of the limitations of the
airports, but we’re lucky because of the
new developments that are about to
launch. The new airport facilities will help
us a lot, they’ll give us more space to serve
our Customers as per their expectations.

WHAT OTHER CHANGES CAN
flynas CUSTOMERS EXPECT IN
THE COMING MONTHS?

I’'m trying to build a new culture of
Customer expectation in Saudi Arabia.
We’ve refreshed our staff training and
we’ve got new structures in each station.
All of this is going to help a great deal to
achieve the flynas aim of giving the best
Customer experience in the region.

HOW HAS THE LAUNCH OF THE
flynas LONG-HAUL NETWORK
CHANGED YOUR ROLE?

The challenge was launching nine
destinations in two months. Preparing for
even one new station is difficult: we have
to deal with ground handling companies,
the airport authorities, and negotiating
the contracts. At flynas, we are low cost
in terms of operations but five-star in
terms of service. So in the negotiations,
we try to minimise the prices without
cutting the level of service.
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You can enhance your travel
experience by choosing from our
wide range of optional services
when booking your flight. Save
money by paying for your on-board
meal or excess baggage in advance
and benefit from our exclusive
deals on hotels and more on
flynas.com

Select your preferred seat in advance of your
trip. Ensure friends and family are seated
together, or choose a premium seat with extra
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Seat Selection
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legroom.

* Choose a window seat for a better view

* Select an aisle seat for easy access

* Upgrade to a premium seat for extra
legroom
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Save up to 50% on airport fees by adding your
excess baggage at the time of booking. One
bag of up to 20kg costs from only SAR50.

Excess Baggage
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Relax in style by adding Executive Lounge
access to your flight booking from just SARS55
per person.

*Available in Dubai, Sharjah, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur, Manchester,
London, Kuwait, Sharm El Sheikh, Madinah and Abha.
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Save time and hassle at the airport by
renting a car through flynas.com. We offer
the choice of all major and local suppliers so
you can choose the best deal, plus you can
. s now read customer reviews and ratings for
UIJL*‘mJI U each rental office.
Car Rental
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Pre-order up to 24 hours before you fly and
choose from our selection of hot meals,
sandwiches, wraps and salads at flynas.com.
Our new routes from the UK, Malaysia and
Indonesia also feature local treats such as
English Afternoon Tea.
* Fresh Fruit Salad with water
* Chicken Caesar Salad with water
* Mexican Chicken, Tuna or Vegetarian Wrap,
or Chicken or Cream Cheese Ciabatta with
juice, salad and a dessert
* Vegetarian or Chicken Biryani. or Mixed
Grill with juice, salad and a dessert
* Omelette breakfast with juice and a
fruit salad
Add one of our on-board meals to your next
flight booking from SAR 20.
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Save up to 30% by adding a hotel to your
flight booking on flynas.com. Choose from
one of our carefully selected properties with
exclusive discounts only available if booked
with your flight.
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