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WELCOME ON BOARD!

A

Dear guest,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you on board flynas —
I trust that you will enjoy the experience of our unique and
comfortable service, and on behalf of the entire flynas family, I
wish you a happy and successful 2015.

Each year we seek to develop our services, offering new surprises
along the way aimed at making truly positive impressions in
the minds of each and every one of our guests. We aspire to
constantly exceed your expectations and to provide you with the
best in-flight experience we can.

2014 was a year of achievement for flynas at all levels of the
company. From strengthening our role as a national carrier,
to investing whole-heartedly in corporate social responsibility
initiatives such as “Fly with a Child’s Smile”, which supported
the Disabled Children’s Association. In addition we have
supported many other social and community causes aimed
at nurturing young talent, and built social awareness around
youth-relevant topics such as renouncing sports fanaticism and
promoting safe driving.

We concluded the last quarter of 2014 with the launch of a flynas
mobile app for smart phones, which was a huge leap forward in
facilitating the travel arrangements for our guests. This allows a
more seamless reservation and booking system, easy issuance of
boarding cards and seat selection services, as well as up-to-the-
minute displays of flight schedules. The introduction of the app
stems from the heart of our strategy, which relies on the spirit
of innovation and progress. Keeping pace with our guests and
being guided by their needs and aspirations.

We've registered a resounding success since the start of the
company in 2007, operating more than 209,000 flights that have
carried more than 22.5 million passengers by the end of 2014,
and we have an ambitious outlook to accomplish even more
in 2015. I would like to thank you, our dear guests, for your
continuous support. You are the most valuable partners in our
current success and in our journey towards achieving our vision.
Once again, I wish you a pleasant and comfortable journey, and
I look forward to welcoming you again on your next flight with
flynas.

Paul Byrne
flynas CEO
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NETWORK
Where do you want to go with Flynas? 10

DIALOGUE
doesn’t remember that she spent a day without
horses and whinny ... in her childhood, if she is
angry with her parents; she takes her doll and

go to horse stalls where she often falls asleep
there... she is the Saudi jockey Alia Al-Howaite
“the first Saudi jockey”, our guest of this issue
of “flynas” magazine 12

34

PLACES

Thee Ain a village full of legends, tales and
stories that have been told about its inception
and accompanied its beginnings, the locality
has a lot of unique geographical privacy in
its fabulous location which is able to believe
everything of what was said about it, amid
banana forest wrapped around it 18
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LIFE STYLES

What do you know about Formula 1?
Fraction of a second between winning
and death ..! 24
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An Egyptian journalist and writer; last year
he won the Arab Journalism Award from
Dubai, today he is working in the State of
Kuwait as a chief editor in one of the local
newspapers.

Harell

Saja Al-Abdali Fhaid Al-Dosari
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An Iraqi journalist based in Beirut, A Saudi journalist, founder of the “professional
correspondent of several international bodies, dimension” where he works on developing the
such as the Middle East and rto, has several sporting notion, the culture of professionalism
important dialogues with the most prominent and sportsmanship through a variety of public
faces of the Arab and international culture. and private initiatives.
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Find Your "

Granada Mall Mall of Arab Dahran Mall Al-Hasa Mall Al-Noor Mall
Hayat Mall Red Sea Mall Amwaj Mall

Thalia Street Thalia Street

Al-Yasmeen Al-Andalus Mall .

Al-Mather Al-Salam Mall Pepsi Branch Centro Gulf

_ 8 Opening Soon
Al-Sadhan Sulaimania Al=Cusall [Pleze

Al-Sadhan Khurais

Al-Sadhan Sahafa
Al-Sadhan Olaya Tel. No.: +966 11 257 1466 * Fax No.: +966 11 257 1499

Al-Sadhan Avenue Email Us:info@issco-retail.com *Follow us on 363
(4 MJ'HLLOJJS-Q-OJLL"ES).&J’
WWwWWw.issco-retail.com International Specialized Stores Co.
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flynas head office

SAUDI ARABIA

Riyadh

Corporate Headquarters
1st Floor, Al Salam Centre

Prince Mohammed Bin
Abdulaziz Street

PO Box 305161

Tel: +966 11217 1800

Call Centre: +966 9200 01234
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and bore full responsibility for my education, my life, my costs
and managing my affairs. I believe that living abroad is like
a large school where I take a positive view and try to learn
from the cultures of other nations and take advantage of
learning about their latest scientific, intellectual and artistic
developments. On the other hand, my homeland is always with
me. I carry it in my heart wherever I go and follow everything
that happens in it. I read the local newspapers daily and am in
constant contact with my family and friends. Most important
of all, I frequently return home to see my family and friends.

* You have competed in many championships
and earned the title ‘The First Saudi Female
Jockey. What tournaments did you win and
what is the story behind earning that title?
There were no Saudi women participating in international
equestrian events before 1997 when I participated in an
ability and endurance competition in Jordan. Even though I
had no professional preparation - only my personal abilities
— I won second place in that contest. This brought me to the
attention of interested parties in my homeland and years later
I participated on behalf of Saudi Arabia under the auspices of
The Kingdom Holding Company. Thus I became the first official
Saudi female jockey to compete in international competitions,
I was placed in the “King of Bahrain” championship and then
I participated in the Gulf Union championship where I got
fourth place. I also won several well respected local races in
Britain.

* Who is you inspiration and idol?

My brother, pilot Captain Sattam is my idol. I am inspired by
his knowledge, his morals, his poise, his calmness and success
in everything he does.

* What does Alia Al-Howaite read?

I love poetry and I read about politics, history, philosophy and
psychology. Also I write poetry and am preparing a collection
for printing.

* Do you have a final word for us?

First of all, I would like to thank “flynas” magazine for having
me on its pages, then I wish goodness and peace for our
homeland and the other Arab nations. I hope for security to
be established throughout the entire Arab world and for Saudi
equestrians to compete and prosper at international level. l
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THE SAUDI
WOMEN

ARE IN THE
MIDST OF
EVENTS AND
HISTORICAL
CHANGES
IN ALL
SECTORS,

wars and do what men do with the same efficiency? From my point of view,
the media’s focus on women is what has increased today, because women
have never been absent in all sectors. If you look at the last few years you'll
find women took a share of most international awards and honours won
by the Kingdom in medicine, research, science and literature - and even in
cinema as well!

Here we are today when thirty Saudi women have taken seats in the Shoura
Council; here we are receiving international patents and are included in the
lists of the most influential women in the world. I am proud for all Saudi
women that we are achieving so much.

* What does Alia Al-Howaite do in public life outside
equestrian events? How does she spend her day?

My life is based on three axes. The first axis is my family and I communicate
with them even while I'm abroad. The second axis is my studies preparing
for a Master’s degree in administration, and the third axis is my hobbies
which I cannot live without - archery, swimming and horse riding. Recently
I took advantage of my stay in the United Kingdom to get a Martial Art
License. I practice my hobbies for two to three hours daily. Also, I very much
love reading and being a social person I often write and communicate with
my friends.

* To whom does Alia Al-Howaite owe what she has
achieved and why?

First, God has all the credit before and after, and then I thank God I was born
into a family that has love and a special relationship with the equestrian
world; my father who is my model and teacher, and my mother and the rest
of my family. And I also thank those who trained me as a professional rider,
Ali Jamaa and Jezlen Abu Ragheb.

* How would you describe your relationship with living
abroad and with your homeland?

T've experienced living abroad from quite early in life since I left my country
to live abroad for the first time when I was 16 years old. I benefitted a lot
from that experience - I learned to rely on myself from an early age : @
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I am very proud of my father and I hope that every ambitious
Saudi daughter has a father like him, to help achieve her
dreams and push her forward.

* When did you decide to become a jockey?
Frankly speaking, I do not remember a day when I lived
without horses, from the beginning right up to today. Although
studies precluded my participation in big competitions for a
while, I did not stop riding.

I always joke with my friends that I complain about their
indifference to my horses! When I decided to be a jockey I said
to myself I will always remember when I touched the back of a
horse for the first time. At that moment I realized the secrets
of this beloved creature and my feeling of belonging together
grows stronger when I am on the back of my horse. The horse
is at the heart of our heritage, our values and our religion.
Horseback is like my homeland; both are our honour and glory.

* What can you tell us about your environment,
your family, and your parents?

Our family is like any Saudi family, the principal of my parents
is education then education then education, and getting a
college degree at least. Anything less than that is absolutely
unacceptable for my parents, so we grew up with that as our
priority and all of us succeeded in getting advanced degrees.
My parents were and are still keen to teach us the tolerant and
social traditions of our religion like the need for kinship and
regular visits to our family.

I thank God that our relationship within the family is a typical
one since it encompasses a lot of warm emotions and respect.

* We find that the role of Saudi women and
their presence in all sectors is growing today,
how do you see that?

Saudi women are in the midst of historical events and changes

in all sectors - do you know that women are participating in
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lia Al-Howaite was born in northern Saudi
! Arabia, in the Al-Jouf area, where she studied
| usiness administration and received her
Bachelor’s degree. Currently she is in London studying
for her Master’s degree.
We met her during her vacation in Riyadh and, starting

with her early beginnings as a real jockey, we asked her:

* What can you tell us about your
beginnings, specifically your childhood?
My childhood was the spark and the first signal of what I
am today. I was very energetic compared to others around
the same age and spent a lot of my time with my father
| who taught me archery, swimming and horse riding
| during the early years of my life. I was capable of riding
horseback at the age of six and this was surprising even
for my father who was a very competent rider.

Every time I rode I felt like I was flying on the back of
this magnificent creature and experienced the powerful
feeling the horse transmits with its steps, as if it were
| dancing. All this inspired me to become a jockey.

Day after day, riding has become more than just a sport
or entertainment; it has become a necessity for me and an
obsession to achieve something in this domain.

* So your father is a jockey, what do you tell
us about him?

Yes, undoubtedly he is a jockey. He is a knight in every
sense of the word, on horseback and in life. I can talk
about Hayel for five days without stopping. He is a role
model for the Saudi man who stands proud of his desert
heritage and his civilization. He is a noble poet, fair in
his upbringing, very compassionate and very solid at the
same time. I owe him my strength of character and my
success in my studies and my life. Ever since my childhood
he has given me confidence and treated me like an adult,
even in his talks or in the stories he told me about our folk
heritage, which is full of values and good judgment.

I used to watch him riding horses and racing against the
wind in our farm every afternoon; frequently he put me
in his lap on horseback and let me ride with him. I asked
him to let me get on a horse by myself when I was five
years old. He agreed to this request when he saw the
enthusiasm and tears in my eyes. It is difficult to describe
the emotion of those moments.
Hayel is also very accurate in shooting with guns; he
taught me shooting when I was seven years old and it is a
opby that has continued to this day. :
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compaction and construction. The buildings are roofed by the wood of Al-Sidr trees
(lote trees) which is topped by stone chippings, known locally as Salat (prayer), and
then covered by mud. Some ceilings of large rooms are supported by pillars known
locally as Zafer. The rooms are arranged according to their daily use; the first
floors are usually reserved for reception and sitting rooms, while the upper floors
for sleeping, with the private family areas increasing according to the number of
floors.

The mosque is located in the lower part of the village to allow access by the farmers
leaving their work to attend prayers. The location is also convenient for people
passing through the village and there is a small hostel attached to the mosque for
travelers staying overnight.

The main part of the village consists of 49 back to-back houses built in unique
architectural style, forming a charming picture with Al-Marmar Mountain as a
background. The buildings are on three levels: most houses are at the foot of the
mountain, while some are on the middle level and others are located on top of the
mountain where there is a historic fort that was built to protect the village from
attack. Beautiful rock formations stand alongside the roads and pathways that
link the three levels.

THEE AIN HERITAGE VILLAGE

The distinctive architecture of Thee Ain has prompted the General Authority for
Tourism and Antiquities to adopt a project to rehabilitate it as a heritage village.
The ‘Thee Ain Heritage Village’ project began about two years ago funded by an
amount of 16 million Saudi Riyals. The objective is to develop the village and make
it an important touristic attraction for visitors, who have already numbered more
than 120 thousand over the past four years.

A spokesperson for the Architectural Heritage Center, which is responsible for the
development of the village, told “flynas” magazine that the Thee Ain project has
opened new career opportunities for the people and the village will become one of
the Kingdom’s main economic, touristic and cultural resources.

He added that the project involves modernization of infrastructure facilities and
the construction of bridges, while restaurants and sales kiosks will provide jobs
for citizens of the village, tour guides and operators of transport services bringing
tourists from Al-Baha and Al-Makhwah province. Another important benefit will
be an increase in marketing activities to promote sales of the varieties of fruit
grown by the local population.

The ‘Thee Ain Heritage Village’ project is currently in the process of preparing for
recognition as a World Architectural Heritage site and soon will be presenting its
application to UNESCO. W
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what comes out of the water is for him, while their reward is the water
itself. The people of the village agreed to his conditions so he took them
to the place where he knew his stick was trapped underground and told
them to start digging. When they had dug to a depth of only half a meter,
he told them to stop digging and stand back. Then the water gushed forth
from between two rocks and the stick shot out like an arrow propelled by
the force of the water and hit the diviner knocking out his eye. The man
simply picked up his stick and walked away, never to be seen again in the
village.

THE SITE OF THEE AIN...A CHARMING VIEW AND
EXCEPTIONAL WEATHER

Thee Ain is located in the Tehama Mountains in Al-Baha area about 1985
meters above sea level. The climate is hot in summer and mild in winter.
Due to its location between the mountain masses the area experiences
intense cloud formations and thunderstorms, with heavy rainfall in
summer and light rain in winter, which explains why the village has a
special agricultural environment.

The village has many breathtaking observation points; the most important
is located at the entrance to Thee Ain, where visitors have a beautiful
panoramic view of the farms and Al-Marmar (marble) Mountain. Another
observation point is the summit of the mountain where visitors can look
down on the rooftops of the village houses and farms as well as the nearby
Rash valley.

ITS UNIQUE ARCHITECTURAL STYLE

The stone buildings of the village were built according to a system known
locally as the Madamik (courses) system, which consists of many bearing
walls, the width of each one ranging between 70 and 90 cm. These walls
are built in a highly professional manner with very accurate : @
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“Thee Ain’...

a village of legends

ABDULLA AL-HAMEL

village full of legends, tales and stories that have been told about its origins and
history. To start with, the unique geographical location privacy makes us believe
everything that is said about it. Set amid a forest of banana palms the ancient
stone-built houses built on the slopes of a mountain creating a magical scene. It
is the village of Thee Ain...the village of quartz and superstition.
Thee Ain is located to the southwest of Al-Baha area, about 24 km from the center of Al-
Baha and about 20 km from the city of Al-Makhwah. The village consists of more than 40
houses and a small mosque. Most of its stone houses are built to a height of two floors but
some rise to seven storeys high.
The houses are built with black volcanic rock and roofed with the timber of Al Sidr trees
(Lote trees) transported from a neighboring forest. The balconies of the houses are decorated
with stones of quartz forming closely packed triangles similar to what can be seen in some
ancient forts.
Thee Ain is estimated to be 600 years old and is famous for its agricultural crops such as
bananas, Kadi, basil, lemon and palm trees, especially the banana palms surrounding the
village.

THE STICK OF THE SHEPHERD

Alot of stories have been told in and around the village about the origins of Thee Ain and one
of these stories is a wonderful tale that says a long time ago the village was hit by a drought.
The people didn’t know what to do but as they gathered to find a solution a shepherd came
from afar to tell them that he had lost his stick and if they helped him to search for it a
spring of water would bubble up at the very spot where it was found. All the village people
started searching for the shepherd’s stick and when they found it, as was foretold, a spring
burst forth, but the stick flew in the air and knocked out the shepherd’s eye! The shepherd
grabbed it and kept walking in the valley until he reached a place - still known by the people
of the village today - where he threw away his stick and went away. From this story came the
name of the village, since Thee Ain translates as “The place with a spring.”

Dr. Muhammad bin Turki Mellah, Executive Director of tourism development in Al-Baha
area has narrated a similar tale but it is different in the details. His story says: “Once upon
the time there was a man whose stick had fallen in the water in the valley of Raniah. The
stick was hollow and contained a powder that strengthened his vision and helped him to
locate underground water, a talent for which he was known locally. He tried to save his stick
but could not. However, because of his ability as a diviner he could track the flow of water
under the valley until it carried his stick to the site of the village of Thee Ain.

He then called a meeting of the village people and told them that there is a treasure in their
village and it is they who can find it. Everyone rejoiced at this news and asked him about
this treasure, to which he replied saying that is an infinite source of water. They asked him
to tell them where to find this precious source and he agreed to tell them provided that
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He is an Italian

world champion

who won the Formula 1 for two
consecutive years (1952, 1953). He
was born in 1918 and died in 1955
after crashing of his car in a corner
turn on the Monza circuit in Italy,
which still commemorates his name
until today.
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He is an Argentine,
nicknamed El Chueco
(bandy-legged)

or El Maestro,

born in Argentina in 1911 and
died in 1995. He won the second
Formula 1 in 1951 and was the
first world champion to win four
consecutive championships (1954,
1955, 1956 and 1957). He was one
of the greatest Formula 1 drivers in
history and retained the record as
winner of five world titles.
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FIRST FORMULA1 WORLD
CHAMPION IN 1950,

he is an Italian citizen who was
born in Turin in 1906. The paradox
is that he died in France in 1966 in
a traffic accident while on his way
to see the Formula 1 Grand Prix in
France. He was 59 years old.
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He is a German driver who was
bornin 1969 and won the world
championship in 1994, 1995, 2000,
2001, 2002, 2003 and 2004.

He is the best known Formula 1 driver

as he is the record-holder for the number of
times he won the championship. He was about
to retire after breaking his leg in 1999 after an
accident at Silverstone circuit in Britain, but he
returned strong to win five consecutive times in
five years. He retired in 2006 when Fernando
Alonso exceeded him after a very tough
competition.Recently, the racing car legend
suffered a devastating accident when he slipped
during skiing in the Alps. At the time of writing
of this article he is still almost completely
paralyzed.

“AYRTON SINNA”

0058 595 (] dnall] ybolus] us]
ple Juslall 3 s LiSly paadl!
30 V3loysill Il Aghay 3,51 AT
Ll A5 13845180 alssl Sle
Lo sl bias Shaodl ol e 03 ¥ U1
Bl 3 sslldl sl Sy (W1 5
ML ple g 5lo Gl 5,1 85I
Gl y50bn 0l Cohaiedl Ll

3 o> el 3o oo ST i3 sl
ISl oyt dndlio alol dgi &S pu
ks yluno (& aylews Z 5 ¢ o loghs
Ry e
5.&.@,0 u9° el o Q‘g{ﬂ - Syshadl
B3> all &30 slasdl ol Jo3lol 3
by e

He is one of the legends

of the sport.

He was born in Brazil in 1960 and won
the World Championship Formula 1 three
times, 1988, 1990 and 1991. He had many
nicknames like “The Unbowed Charmer”
and “The Prince of Rain”, and there were
many stories and tales narrated about him.
Senna died in 1994 as a result of his car
crashing into a concrete barrier while he
was leading the 1994 San Marino Grand
Prix in Italy. The previous day, Roland
Ratzenberger had died when his car
crashed during qualification for the race.
He underwent a solemn burial ceremony
in Brazil and three days of mourning were
declared because of national grief over his
death.
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He is one of the most
famous drivers in the
history of Formula 1.

He was born in France in 1955 and
won the world championship three
times in the late eighties of the
last century, 1986, 1986 and 1989.
He also won the championship

in 1993 and later announced his
retirement. Prost achieved 51 wins
during his career. Only Michael
Schumacher could break the record
figures of Prost. His nickname is
Master because of his concentration
in driving and his unprecedented
arrangements in preparing his car
before the race.
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for the Grand Prix in Austria, where a picture
taken showed that Mika Salou joined Michael
Schumacher in reaching the finishing line and
that Schumacher preceded Salou by a miniscule
difference of 0.001 fraction of a second. Here, the
team members, through the use of the conversion
formula, were able to calculate that Schumacher
maintained his lead by a distance of only 7.4 cm
along a distance of 4.3 kilometers.

ABUDHABIASTONISHES THEWORLD
Formula 1 racing spread like wildfire across Europe
and all around the world. Adding to the historic
tracks in Silverstone, Monaco and Magny in France,
new Grand Prix tracks with amazing designs were
created in countries throughout the globe, such as
the Sepang International Circuit in Malaysia, the
Melbourne Grand Prix circuit in Australia and the
Suzuka Circuit in Japan. The first international car
racing circuit in the Middle East was the Bahrain
International Circuit (Sakhir), which opened in
2004 and the first race was won by the German
driver Michael Schumacher.

More recently, the Yas Marina circuit in Abu Dhabi
astonished the world by its design and technical
features that surpassed all other circuits. The Yas
Marina circuit entered the world of Formula 1 on
November 1st 2009 as the 19th and final race in
the Formula 1 season and was held at sunset, with
Abu Dhabi providing the advanced technology
to ensure a smooth transition in lighting as day
transformed into night.

The length of Abu Dhabi Yas Marina circuit is 5.554
km with the adoption of 55 laps, so the full length
of the race is 305.361 km. The circuit is considered
as a major center of car racing for fans of the sport
and activities are ongoing throughout the year.

MASTERS OF FORMULA1

Throughout the history of Formula 1, many
icons and legends have emerged, headed by
three drivers who have each won the world
championship four times and more. They are
Michael Schumacher, Juan Manuel Fangio and
Alain Prost.

Schumacher holds the record by winning the
championship for seven times, while Fangio won
five times and Prost four times. There are five
drivers who won the championship three times
including Jackie Stewart and Ayrton Senna. In
addition, 14 drivers have won the championship
more than once, which is an astonishing number
since there are many drivers who are world class
but have not been able to win a single world .
championship . B 5

RAND PR

FORMULA
1HAS BE-
COME AN
INTEGRATED
WORLD IN
EVERY SENSE
OFTHE
WORD
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the 2010 season FIA prohibited
refueling cars during the races, and
also prohibited the use of wheel
covers.

Generally, all cars in the Formula
1 are provided with V8 2.4 liter
engines which generate a force
of more than 700 horsepower.
Therefore, numbers like 2 or 2.5
seconds to go from zero to 100 km
/ h are usual and cars can access
325 km / h speed in straight runs.
During a race in Italy last year,
one of the cars reached a speed of
345 km / h, which is the highest
ever recorded in the history of
Formula 1. Of course, at that
speed it may be difficult for the
driver to control the car, therefore
Formula 1 cars have the latest
engines, transmission, brakes,
safety features and technology,
in addition to high-streaming
aerodynamic design to help reduce
the air resistance and assist the
driver in controlling the car.
Undoubtedly, Formula 1 racing
is very dangerous since we are
talking about a car with a speed

of more than 300 km/hour, but
in fact the cars are safer than we
think. The driver sits in a carbon
fiber cabin that can withstand an
enormous collision and the other
parts of the car are equally strong.
Parts attached to the wheels must
withstand a power up to about 6
tons and the cars are covered with
a layer of Kevlar to ensure that in a
collision no fragments of carbon fiber
are left on the racetrack, which may
lead to the occurrence of another
incident. The racetrack and its
surrounding barriers are designed
to assure safety of the spectators
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and technical staff, although that does not prevent
the occurrence of terrible accidents nearly every
season. However, the last incident when a driver
was killed occurred in 1994, which means that the
sport is getting safer year after year.

EXTREME ACCURACY...

THE EAGLE EYE

Since the inception of Formula 1 racing,
TAG Heuer timing system has been used,
which currently consists of two different and
independent timing systems to adjust the time
in each race in order to reduce the likelihood of
error. The main system consists of two separate
systems (major and dual) working independently.
The system also includes 18 sensors to record the
time and speed with extreme accuracy. These
sensors are distributed in three areas of the
racetrack; intermediary phase 1, intermediary
phase 2 and at the finishing line.

Two sensors are placed at each point to calculate
the speed, two at a distance of 30 meters, and
other sensors along the area of car stoppage for
maintenance in order to check speeds and adjust
how much time the cars took in maintenance
areas. These sensors receive signals sent via
small transmitting devices or the transmitting
and receiving devices which are installed in each
of the racing cars and are prepared to receive
different frequencies. The devices also determine
the identity of each car and records its time every
time it passes near the sensor.

To add more precision, the main system is
supported by a secondary system which is
connected to an extremely accurate imaging
system that works by bilateral infrared waves
and is installed at the finish line to record the
passing of each competitor’s car at each lap.
This information is sent to a timekeeping tower
located above the start/finish line and is processed
through a mobile timekeeping center. A number
of computers within this special unit evaluate
the times by directly making the necessary
calculations, such as the separation of timings
and calculating the time and number of laps and
speed and time differences. This operation is
supervised by a team of 20 or more professional
engineers.

Then, all the information that has been
meticulously examined in the timekeeping center
is sent to more than 150 screens distributed
around the racetrack venue, to be analyzed by the
drivers, team members, officials, media and guests.
One famous example of this analysis happened
in the 1999 season during the official training
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ince the official start of the competition on April 10, 1950, in the French city

of Pau, it has headlined the newspapers and television channels due to its

combination of fierce competition, excitement and glamour on and off the

racetrack. The attractions of Formula One include the ultra high performance

cars and the high profile lifestyles of the racing drivers and the rich and
famous who avidly follow the sport, including Hollywood star Michael Douglas who is
said the be crazy about Formula 1.

FORMULA 1... ORIGIN AND SPREAD

The name Formula 1 sounds strange because it seems to be unrelated to car racing,
but in fact it comes from the French word “formule”, which means “equation” - i.e. a
group of parties, variables and constants. In this context the term is referring to the
race equations and its variables. Whatever, the name has become synonymous with the
world’s most exciting and most widely followed car race.

Also, the sport is named Formula 1 because the FIA (Fédération Internationale de
I’Automobile), which decided to implement the race in 1947, two years after the end of the
Second World War, thought that the race represents the best combination of rules and
regulations for car racing. However, if we look at the name from another perspective, we
can conclude that it refers to a No. 1, or first rate, combination of skills and excitement.
Formula 1 continues to be organized by the FIA, which is based in the French capital
Paris, and although it originated in the French city of Pau, as we already mentioned, the
first official race was held at the world famous Silverstone racetrack in England, May
13, 1950, which led to the formulation of the final rules and regulations that govern the
sport today.

Formula 1 is the highest class of open-wheeled single-seater Formula racing. The
Formula One season consists of a series of races known as the Grand Prix (grand prize).
At the end of the series, the results of each race are calculated together and two annual
prizes are awarded, one for the top driver and one for the winning car manufacturer.
The Formula 1 season begins on March 1st each year and continues through to November,
with every season consisting of a series of races. For example, there were 19 races in the
year 2010 with the venues spread across the world in Europe, Asia, the Middle East, the
Americas and Australia.

Races continue throughout the week with training races on Friday and Saturday, while
the full race is held on Sunday. The racetracks are characterized by a mixture of straight
tracks and sharp and dangerous turns. Usually the race is held on tracks specifically
prepared for the race, but sometimes the competition uses regular public roads outside
the track.

THE RACE OF ADRENALINE!

The roar of the engines...the terrifying speed which exceeds 300 kilometers per hour...
the screams of the spectators at every turn...all these transform this elitist sport into to a
breathtaking phenomenon eagerly awaited by enthusiasts from season to season.

So how does the mechanism of the race work?

We need to know that most of the Formula 1 routes have a length of 300 km and take
two hours to complete, on average. However, the 300 kms are not accomplished all at once
but are split into tracks ranging in length between 36- km and each car needs to perform
between 49 - 80 laps to complete the race, according to the racetrack. Racetracks are
usually different from each other by the design to ensure that the drivers don’t get used
to one style of track and memorize it by heart.

Formula 1 racing is governed by a complex set of rules that covers all the details including
the car and its components, the maneuvers and the behavior of the race driver, the
qualifying sessions, the barriers of the racetrack and the complex route itself. In addition,
the Fédération Internationale de 'Automobile constantly changes the rules in order to
avoid stereotypes and prevent the use of new and emergent data. For example, 1n @
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WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT FORMULA 1?

A FRACTION
OF ASECOND
BETWEEN
WINNING AND
DEATH...!

FHAID AL DOSARI

A LONG SNAKE OF ASPHALT WRITHING UNDER
THE WHEELS OF CARS AND THE ROAR OF THEIR
ENGINES AT A SPEED OF 300 KILOMETERS PER
HOUR... AND CROWDS OF SPECTATORS SCREAMING
ATEVERY TURN ... IT'S THE SPORT OF SPEED,
DANGER AND THRILLS; THE SPORT OF PASSION,
STARDOM, MONEY AND LUXURY... AND DEATH!
ITIS FORMULA 1.
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homegrown food trucks including
local favourites Moti Roti, Raw
Coffee and Burger Fuel, to take
part in the Food Truck Convoy
(Various dates). The trucks will
arrive at key locations including
Tecom, JLT and Emaar Square
throughout the Festival, serving
up the very best street food cuisine.
DFF will also welcome Street
Nights(20 — 21 February), which
will pair street art with street
food in the city’s up-and-coming
arts precinct, Al Quoz. Similarly,
a showcase of award-winning
street-food photographer Penny
De La Santos’ most stunning
images of the multicultural
dining and street food on offer
in Dubai will be on show at Dubai
Airport during February.

INTERNATIONAL CHEFS
AND RESTAURANTS

Regional and international
celebritychefs will appear
atFatafeat Kitchen (20 — 21
February), which will welcome
nine in total including Egyptian
cuisine expert Chef Salma
Soliman to take part in live
cooking demonstrations. Another
of the Festival’s inaugural events,

Dine On The Creek(Various
dates, to be announced soon),
will see celebrity chefs including
Sanjeev Kapoor, Manal Al Alem
and YousefKhumayesserve up
their internationally award-
winning dishes in traditional
Emirati surroundings.

“With a theme of ‘Find your
Flavour’, Dubai Food Festival
2015 promises entertainment for
the entire family as it challenges
festival goers to truly discover
Dubai’s unique and growing
culinary offer. Along with
expanding 2014 event favourites,
such as the highly popular Beach
Canteen, Dubai Food Festival
2015 will see the addition of
some truly memorable events and
activities that, while inspired
by global foodie trends, will
have a distinctly Dubai flavour”,
said Dubai Food Festival 2015
Director, Debra Greenwood.
Further Dubai Food Festival
2015 events and details will be
announced in the coming weeks
as the launch of the Festival
approaches. For the most up to
date information regarding this
year’s DFF, visit
www.dubaifoodfestival.com. B
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inspire Dubai’s menus, drawn
from the cuisines of the 200
nationalities that live in the
city, as well as the traditions of
Emirati cuisine and hospitality,
an increasingly important
element of our tourism offer.
We look forward to welcoming
residents and visitors from the
region and beyond throughout
February to experience the
depth and diversity of our city’s
culinary credentials,”’continued
H.E Laila Suhail.

FOUR KEY THEMES

EMIRATI CUISINE

The new-for-2015 Made In
Dubaievent (27 — 28 February at
Zabeel Park) will pay particular
homage to Emirati hospitality and
culture, as it showcases 96 delicious
yet often unknown Emirati dishes
through tastings and master-
classes with local chefs.

HOMEGROWN

The bigger and better 2015
Beach Canteen, which this year
takes residence at Kite Beach
for the entirety of the Festival
(6 — 28 February), plays host
to nine of Dubai’s very best
homegrown restaurants and
concepts. Offering visitors a
unique beach dining experience,
the Beach Canteen willalso serve
up pop-up restaurants from
celebrity chefs, Jason Atherton
(26 — 28 February), Sanjeev
Kapoor (21 February) and Yousef
Khamayes (6 — 7 February) and
avariety of other entertainment.
Similarly, the Urban Bazaar
local foodie street market (6
February,The Archive, Safa Park
and 27 February,Creekside, Bur
Dubai) will host stalls showcasing
homegrown concepts.

MULTI-CULTURAL DINING
AND STREET FOOD

Celebrating multicultural dining
and street food, DFF will welcome
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Taste of Peru, Gul Food
and the Global Restaurant
Investment Forum (GRIF)
amongst many more, to satisfy
the culinary cravings of Dubai’s
visiting and resident foodies.

CELEBRITY CHEFS
Promoting the depth and diversity
of the city’s gastronomic offering
as it positions Dubai as aleading
international hub for world-
class food, DFF 2015headliners
include the Michelin-starred
Jason Atherton, award-
winning Greg Malouf, TV
favouriteSanjeev Kapoor,Queen
of the Arabic Kitchen, Manal Al
Alem, critically-acclaimed chef
and best-selling author, Silvena
Rowe, and the renowned Saudi
Arabian Super Chef Yousef
Khumayes, many of whom have
restaurants in the Emirate.
Her Excellency Laila
Mohammed Suhail
Chief Executive Officer,
Dubai Festivals and Retail
Establishment, said:“This

year’s edition of the Dubai

Food Festival will incorporate
a varied and extensive events
calendar, showcasing our
Emirate at its culinary best.
Along with welcoming a number
of internationally-renowned
chefs, including those who have
established restaurants in
Dubai, the Festival will celebrate
another key element of Dubai’s
gastronomic offering, its most-
loved home-grown concepts.

“The Festival programme has
been designed to both highlight
the range of flavours that @

EVENTSWILL
BEHELDIN
MOST PARTS
OF DUBAI
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THE FESTIVAL
HOSTSTOP
CHEFS FROM
ALL AROUND
THEWORLD
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¢ Full line-up of second edition of
Emirate’s culinary extravaganza
announced today

® Dubai Food Festival 2015to
showcase city’s standing as a
global culinary destination as
it welcomes internationally-
renowned chefs and global
food trends, whilst celebrating
homegrown concepts and Emirati
cuisine

Dubai UAE, 12 January
2015:The Dubai Food Festival
2015’ sfull and flavoursome
line-up of newand returning
gastronomic consumer and
business events, celebrity
chefs, activities and promotions,
has been announced today by
Dubai Festivals and Retails
Establishment (DFRE), an
agency of Dubai Tourism and
Commerce Marketing (DTCM).
Marking the Festival’s second
edition, this year’s Dubai Food
Festival(DFF) will welcome a
bursting calendar of delicious
and diverseevents across
four key themes, including
Emirati Cuisine,Homegrown
restaurants, Multi-cultural
Dining and Street Food and
International Chefs and
Restaurants.

With exclusive and new events
set to include the region’s-first
foodie film nights, Dubai Food
&Film,and nine back-to-back
celebrity chef cooking sensations
as part of the new-for-2015 and
Middle East’s first,Fatafeat
Kitchen, the Festival will also
welcome a fleet of the city’s
favouritefood trucks in the
Food Truck Convoy.Another
highlight comes in the form of
celebrity chef’s taking over the
kitchens of the Dubai Creek’s
iconic floating restaurants as
partof Dine On The Creek. The
23-day city-wide extravaganza
will also bring back 2014 event
favourites, Beach Canteen,
Dubai Food Carnival, @
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23 DAYS OF FOOD-INSPIRED EVENTS

A SPRINKLING OF CELEBRITY
CHEFS AND COUNTLESS
TINGLING TASTE BUDS: THE
RECIPE FOR THE DUBAI
FOOD FESTIVAL 2015
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Al Salem Johnson Controls:
Restructuring the air
conditioning industry

Al Salem Johnson Controls (ASJC), a joint venture between Al Salem Group of Companies
and Johnson Controls’ (a global multi industrial company) appoints Dr. Mohanad Al Shaikh
as first Saudi CEO within the history of the organization.

ecently Fly Nas Magazine had an op-
R portunity to meet Al Shaikh, the Sau-

di-Born American qualified Execu-
tive at his office in the busy upscale Al-Rawdah
district of Jeddah. The confident and dynamic
Al Shaikh reflected his strong educational and
career background throughout the interview.

Al Shaikh spoke to us about ASJC’s rich
history, which was established in 1991 and spe-
cializes in three air conditioning solutions such
as manufacturing, sales organization and after
market operations (largest in the Middle East).

“ASJC has a two-fold expansion program
for the next five years. This implies firstly to
expand the manufacturing capacity by adding
more products in the Kingdom and the region
and expanding the exports to entire MENA re-
gion. Moreover, ASJC is also looking forward to
expand unitary market sales by enhancing pro-
ducts portfolio that caters residential market,”
claims Al Shaikh.

ASJC boasts a huge portfolio of high profile
clients in the region, including King Abdulaziz
International Airport, Jabal Al Qala, King Ab-
dullah University of Science and Technology,
King Abdullah Financial District, Princess
Noura University, Aramco Central Data Cen-
tre, Ministry of Higher Education, the New
Hajj Terminal in Saudi Arabia, and the expan-
sion of the Holy Haram in Makkah & Madi-
nah.

Al Shaikh remarked about the company’s
achievement of gaining 30 percent Saudization
as “an interesting and challenging journey.”

“We began our efforts to nationalizing the
workforce in 2010. So, that is before Nitaqat
(the Saudiazation program by Saudi Labor
Ministry) enforcement by ministry. For us, it is
an effort to payback the society. Frankly speak-
ing, the Saudi government’ enacted policies to
promote Saudization, has positively impacted
Saudi nationals in the private sectors,” he says.

He feels initially Saudis were singled out
from job opportunities in the Kingdom be-
cause of stereotypes. “It was always about
“They’ (Saudis) and never about ‘us.” There was
a gap between companies and Saudis. There
were also some genuine complaints about Sau-
dis working attitude for example coming late,
going early from work, difficult to get trained,
not working much, etc. “I don’t blame the Sau-
di; I blame the work environment in which he
works. One needs to follow strict discipline,”
he asserts.

Fighting stereotypes, providing an en-
couraging work atmosphere, and maintaining
discipline were the recipe to the success for
that. He cited an example that if two brothers
brought up in the same family background,
are given same education but one joins a small
company and other joins a big company like
ARAMCO, there will be a huge difference in
their working attitude. So it is the work envi-

Dr. Mohanad Al Shaikh

ronment that shapes the working attitude.

“We invest significantly in businesses and
people. Our success is a reflection of the quality
of our people and their ability to work together
with the highest integrity. We continue to in-
troduce the best innovative solutions and ser-
vices that delight our customers and make our
employees incredibly proud of what we do.”

Success recipe? “Our people, who are

our intellectual assets are responsible for our
huge success. We have a wonderfully diverse
work force. Our engineers are some of the
world’s best. We have access to the world’s best
E-learning and on ground training materials
given our collaborations with Johnson Con-
trols. As a result, other companies are running
after our people. What differentiates us is; we
have people and we have great products. And
we have great partners from both the Saudi
and American/international side. This is our
great recipe to success,” he declared. M
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around the world, we find that the news of the death of King Abdullah
dominated the front pages and all articles talked about the most important
achievements of the late King during the course of his life, which was full
of national, regional and international achievements.

The New York Times wrote under the title: <The insightful King Abdullah
who reshaped the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has passed away at 90 years
of age.»

The Washington Post newspaper wrote: «The discreet King Abdullah of
Saudi Arabia, who adopted reforms in his country, has passed away». It also
talked about the great achievements in his country, where King Abdullah
pumped billions of dollars for the modernization of the Saudi educational
system and the development of the Saudi economy and led his country to
join the World Trade Organization.

In the same context, the French newspaper Le Figaro deployed more than
one article about the late King Abdullah, one under the title «Holder of
strategic balance» and another article «<The world lauds the man of peace»,
which stated that King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz was able to be a friend
of all forces in the world. Le Figaro also reported the words of the French
President Francois Hollande who said «I salute the memory of a statesman
who characterized the history of his country; his vision for a fair and lasting
peace in the Middle East will remain his most important legacy.»

The Associated Press ran a story titled «World leaders react to death of
King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz, a reaction that is only appropriate for great
men» and printed the leader’s remarks on the death of the King, mentioning
his qualities and sincerity, and describing him as an extraordinary and
powerful commander.

The New York Times highlighted the pro-women position of the King
Abdullah, saying he granted women the right to vote since 2011 and
supported their participation in the Shura Council. The newspaper
commended the simplicity of King Abdullah, and his refusal to be called His
Majesty. It also mentioned that he was against the kissing of his hand by the
citizens of Saudi Arabia.

The BBC also covered the late King’s advocacy of women’s rights and his
saying, <My mother is a woman, my sister is a woman, my daughter is a
woman and my wife is a woman.»

The Financial Times newspaper wrote that the late King Abdullah, «led the
Kingdom to the beach of safety in difficult times.» Finally, we are here today
to say farewell to King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz (May Allah be merciful to
him), and to pledge allegiance to his brother, the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques King Salman bin Abdul-Aziz (May God protect him), who declared
in his first speech his mission to complete the process of development and to
take the Kingdom to the highest levels of glory and goodness; continuing
with his known diligence and open door policy. We wish him good health
and a new era of glory for the homeland and its citizens. l
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ordering absentee funeral prayers to be held at all mosques throughout
the country. The United States mourned his death in a statement issued
by President Barack Obama, who expressed his condolences and offered
sympathy to the people of Saudi Arabia. British Prime Minister David
Cameron presented his condolences to the royal family and the Saudi
people, as did the French President Francois Hollande who praised the
achievements of the late king.

Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper praised King Abdullah, saying
he was an advocate for peace in the Middle East, while the President of the
Republic of Egypt, Abdel Fattah al-Sisi interrupted a diplomatic visit and
turned toward Riyadh. In a statement issued by Al-Azhar, Ahmed Al-Tayeb,
Grand Sheikh of Al-Azhar, said that “No one can forget the positions the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques took on the issues of Arab and Islamic
nations, which were intended to create a consolidated Islamic Arab society
dominated by love, cooperation and tolerance.”

For his part, Sultan Qaboos bin Said sent his condolences to Saudi Arabia on
the death of King Abdullah, ordering an official mourning three-day period
with flags in the country to be lowered to half mast, while King Abdullah II
of Jordan declared the announcement mourning in the Kingdom of Jordan
to be forty days.

Russian President Vladimir Putin called King Abdullah’s death a huge
loss to Saudi Arabia and the Saudi people, and said: “The deceased king
was known as a wise and consistent statesman and politician, a leader
loved and respected by his people and had a deserved authority on the
international scene.”

All press around the world agreed on the title of <The Reformer King», as
if the reform march led by the late King Abdullah bin Abdul-Aziz led them
to use the phrase in their newspapers and websites without coordinating or
prior arrangement among themselves. Looking at the daily newspapers
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Some of his accomplishments are:

* Saudi Arabia’s accession to the World Trade Organization in 2005.

* The announcement of mega economic projects, including King Abdullah
Economic City, Prince Abdul-Aziz bin Musa’ed City, Al-Ma’arefa City,
Jazan Economic City and King Abdullah Financial Center.

¢ The establishment of new universities in Madinah, Tabuk, Hail,
Jazan, Taif, Qassim, Al-Jawf, Al-Baha, Najran and Arar, as well as
the expansion of the educational scholarship programs abroad and the
50% increase of salaries of scholarship students abroad.

¢ Laying the foundation stone of the University of Princess Noura bint
Abdul Rahman, the first integrated university dedicated for girls in
Saudi Arabia.

* Laying the foundation stone for the development of mega projects in
Jeddah and Makkah with a cost that exceeds 600 billion Saudi riyals,
under the name “Towards the First World”

* Laying the foundation stone for the largest expansion in the history of
the Holy Mosque in terms of size and cost, which is costing around 80
billion Saudi Riyals.

* The allocation of 250 billion Saudi Riyals to build 500,000 housing
units in all regions of the Kingdom.

* The decision to allow women to be members of the Shoura Council and
run for municipal councils.

* (Creation of five medical cities across all regions of the Kingdom.

On the Arab and international levels he was responsible for a number of
initiatives and achievements, such as the care of the Palestinian issue and
advocacy to resolve the conflicts between its leaders; signing an agreement
of reconciliation between the warring Somali factions under his patronage;
and participation in the 20th global economic summit in Washington 2008
at which he announced the allocation of 400 billion Saudi Riyals to confront
the global financial crisis and to push forward the wheel of development
and renaissance in Saudi Arabia by guaranteeing the non-stoppage of its
development projects and to support and protect the local banks.

During the aggression in Gaza he gave the orders to transfer the injured
people for treatment in Saudi hospitals. He also ordered the dispatching
of several planeloads of relief supplies, including medicines and food, to
Palestinians and announced a campaign for the relief of the Palestinian
people in the Gaza Strip, beginning the campaign with his donation of
30 million Saudi Riyals. He also announced the donation by the people
of Saudi Arabia of one billion dollars for the reconstruction of the Gaza
Strip and to compensate people for the destruction and displacement that
impacted them, stating that the blood of the Palestinian people is more
valuable than all the treasures of the earth.

REACTIONS OF THE WORLD TO THE DEATH OF THE
RIGHTEOUS KING

The whole world received the news of death of King Abdullah with deep
sorrow; delegations offering condolences came from all over the world,
agreeing that the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Abdullah
bin Abdul-Aziz was one of the leaders who worked to identify the pages of
history by righteous actions and attitudes, and mourning was declared in
several Arab countries.

His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, mourned the death of
the King of Saudi Arabia and announced mourning for three days, @
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had chosen for the Kingdom, where he said: “History has taught us that
the periods which saw the nation’s unity were flourishing golden eras,
while the periods of dispersion and diaspora were times of weakness
and humiliation and submission to the control of enemies. From this
standpoint, every political or economic or intellectual effort that unites the
sons of the nation is a blessed and thankful effort, and every effort that
sows the seeds of discord and dissent is a setback that takes us backward.”
The late King Abdullah adopted the slogan of «Diplomacy of Development»
and was able to make this a reality in order to serve the country’s economy
and development. In the first year of his accession to power he completed
what he had started years ago when he was the crown prince, investing his
country’s relations with other countries through the exchange of economic
interests, partnerships and signing economic agreements with Eastern
and Western countries.

King Abdullah was characterized by his frankness and his desire to
promote intra Arab relations, and to reform the Arab house. During the
time he was crown prince he launched his initiative for peace in the Middle
East at the Beirut Arab Summit in 2002. Combating terrorism was his
obsession during his lifetime, especially since his country was one of the
victims of terrorism, and he was always calling for moderation in religion
and staying away from all kinds of extremism and fanaticism.

ACHIEVEMENTS...THE TIP OF THE ICEBERG

Within a decade, King Abdullah had achieved for his country numerous
accomplishments and was honored with accolades in different parts of
the world, including the gold medal which is the highest honor awarded
by UNESCO, an honorary doctorate by Al-Azhar, and medals and honors
from Austria, Brazil, Argentina, Britain, Spain and others.

The achievements of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King
Abdullah bin Abdul-Aziz (May Allah be merciful to him) came through
an integrated system of projects and decisions covering different aspects
adopted to target the highest levels of human, cultural and economic
growth of Saudi Arabia and its people. King Abdullah had an innate
tendency to live in simplicity and to find himself among ordinary people so
arrogance could not find a way to his heart.

King Abdullah’s achievements are too numerous to count, just like his
good deeds and good traits, so the researcher does not know where to start

or where to ston.
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Arab family; he is the son of the unifying leader,
King Abdul Aziz. His uncles are the heads of
Shammar tribes; his grandfather to his mother is
Asi Al Shuraim, a highbred knight and one of the
sheiks of Shammar tribes, as is his uncle Matni bin
Asi AlShuraim.

His mother is Fahda bint Asi Al-Shuraim. She
married King Abdul Aziz and lived in a palace in
Riyadh. Her two other children were the Princesses
Nouf and Seeta.

Influenced by his father, the founder of the modern
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, King Abdul-Aziz Al Saud,
he developed a profound respect for religion, history
and the Arab heritage. His years spent living in the
desert with Bedouin tribes who taught him their
values of honor, simplicity, generosity and bravery,
and instilled in him the desire to assist in the
development of his people.

In 1962, the then Prince Abdullah was chosen by
King Faisal to command the National Guard. He was
appointed Second Deputy Prime Minister in 1975 on
the succession of King Khalid, and when King Fahd
came to the throne in 1982, he was named Crown
Prince and First Deputy Prime Minister. In the latter
capacity, he presided over cabinet meetings and
governed the country as deputy to The Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques King Fahd bin Abdul-Aziz.

THE STATESMAN ... THE PRESTIGE OF
PEACE

During the reign of the late King, Saudi Arabia
reached the height of its presence in the global
community, where King Abdullah has visited many
countries in the world offering mutual benefits and
taking steps to strengthen Saudi Arabia’s relations
with countries around the world.

By creating the «King Abdullah International Center
for Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue» he
explained the clear message of his approach, which
is based on peace and showing the tolerant and
moderate face of Islam. He undertook a historic visit
to the Vatican in Rome, where he met with Pope
Benedict XVI in order to support Muslim-Christian
dialogue, and also headed the Kingdom’s delegation
in many Gulf and Arab conferences, as well as
in many international and regional conferences,
including the Interreligious dialogue conference in
Spain, which he chaired.

Within a few years, King Abdullah was able to
elevate the Kingdom to the ranks of politically and
economically effective countries, taking a strong
position in many situations and events through his
clear proposals and his courage and vision.

Those positions denote the straight approach he
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THE LATE KING ABDULLAH BIN ABDUL-AZIZ

A PERFUMED
BIOGRAPHY...
THE BEGINNING
IS MUSK AND THE
ENDING IS MUSK

SAUDI PEOPLE WOKE AT DAWN ON FRIDAY,
JANUARY 23,2015 TO THE NEWS THAT THEIR
COMPASSIONATE FATHER, THEIR RIGHTEOUS
AND REFORMER LEADER, KING ABDULLAH BIN

ABDUL-AZIZ AL SAUD HAD DIED. AFTER THIS NEWS,
GRIEF PREVAILED THROUGHOUT THE KINGDOM
OF SAUDI ARABIA AND EXTENDED TO OTHER
ARAB AND ISLAMIC COUNTRIES, WHICH OFFERED
THEIR CONDOLENCES. A PERIOD OF MOURNING
WAS ANNOUNCED FOR THE ‘MAN OF DIFFICULT
SITUATIONS'WITH EVERYONE SAYING FAREWELL
TO“ABU-METEB’, MAY ALLAH BE MERCIFUL TO HIM
AND ADMIT HIM TO PARADISE.

The sons of Saudi Arabia stretched out their hands to console the brother
of their late father, His Royal Highness Crown Prince Salman bin Abdul-
Aziz Al Saud, and pledge their allegiance for him as a King of the country,
according to the Basic Law.

THE HOLDER OF GOOD DEEDS...

BIRTH AND UPBRINGING

The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz
bin Abdul Rahman bin Faisal bin Turki Al Saud, was born in the year 1343
AH corresponding to 1924 AD. He was proclaimed the sixth King of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on August 1, 2005, upon the death of King Fahd
bin Abdul-Aziz.

King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz, is a descendant of a deeply-rooted authentic
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and perhaps it is the widest area of freedom, because in the café there is no
observer nor controller, the ideas are displayed on the tables, which enlarge to
accommodate all the contradictions. The cafes of Al-Hamra Street are still a
popular destination for all and a large space that has room for all.

CAFES OF TUNIS..THE MACHINE OF CULTURE

AND INTELLECTUALS

In Tunis Green, literary and cultural cafes have special status and history that
brings us back to the thirties of the last century; this is confirmed by the great
Tunisian poet Mohammad Hadi Al-Jaziri, who says: “the cafes have served as
the primary engine of Tunisian literature and culture, and a pole that attracts
greats, juniors and amateurs”. He adds: “one of the most important cultural
cafes of Tunis is the café of (under the fence group) in the area of Bab Sweka
in the center of the capital, where a group of intellectuals, writers, artists
and journalists were meeting, among them was Ali Al-Dou’agi who was a
painter, Zjal poet, journalist and actor; he had written nearly 500 radio play
and published the newspaper of “Al-Suroor”. Another café of the antique city of
Tunis is “Al-Kashashin café” which is another space to meet with intellectuals
and artists; it was the favorite place of the poet Al-Chadli Khaznadar and a
selection of the most important writers and thinkers of that era. Tunis also
knew a lot of other cafes over the decades, including for example: “Negroes cafe”
and “Universe café” and “Paris café”, all these cafes were filled with lovers of
culture and literature in addition to great literati and intellectuals who left
their mark in the literary and artistic records like: the poet Ja’afar Majed and
the critic Ahmad Hathek Al-erf and the poet Munawar Samadeh and the critic
Abu Zian Al-Saadi”.

In conclusion, although that is not enough room to tell a lot about these cafes,
but we get to an outcome that unanimously approved by intellectuals and
writers, it is that cities are not completed without cafes, and that the cafe has
always form an outlet for writers and was one of the main characters of many
of the novels and poems. M
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The most prominent cultural café is Rakwet Arab with its ancient décor and the daily
presence of senior intellectuals. In this café you may be dazzled by the walls adorned by
pictures of well-known writers and poets.

BEIRUT CAFES... MAY FORM THE GOVERNMENT!

“Beirut” is the charming city that kidnapped the breaths of senior authors and artists from all
over the world, and saw the births of their productions. The cafes of Beirut have inexhaustible
tales and memories.

In “Al-Rowda cafe” which is still frequented by the elite writers, artists and dramatists,
“Flynas” magazine met the poet and journalist Zahi Wehbe.

For Zahi, the café is not just sofas and tables or a place for entertainment. Cafe is not a place
only. It is a place and time together, a mixing of geography and history, a small space for facts,
events, tales and memories.

He says: “in many cases, we can find that the name of the café is linked to a decisive shift or
major development, or we can find that the café has become a symbol of political or literary
group, and here we can evoke “Al-Express” and “Al-horse Show” in Al-Hamra Street and
before them, “Faisal” and “Dolce Vita” and others”.

Writing about the cafe, is writing about life. So how about if we were writing about a cafe in
Beirut, which turned or changed and moved from one condition to another. So sometimes
it is liberal, going along with time and matching it, and sometimes it is against time and
looks forward to the future, which emerges with its head from small corners to indicate
the following variables and developments. From the water pipe, Dice and playing cards,
to the Internet and chats and the rest of the vocabulary of globalization which are opened
on formidable Media with various means of hearing and sight and modern communication
forms. A spacious distance that does not necessarily differentiates between two places and
two times, but it connects between them, even if it sometimes seems to be cut. The cut here is
like umbilical cord at the moment of emersion of the fetus.

Wehbe says: “Whenever we talk about the city, the cafe automatically attends. No city without
a cafe. The city without it is incomplete. It is just the same when we say no city without a
theater or cinema or music or painting or poetry or fashion or perfume. The merit of the cafe
in Beirut is that it widens to accommodate all the mentioned creations. No one forgets the
day when “Al-horse show” café expanded to launch the play “Magdlon” when there was a
formal decision to prevent it on the stage, so we do not exaggerate when we say that the cafe
in Beirut is the only remaining democratic space where no one is able to prevent or .
withhold or reduce or cancel anybody else” The cafe, in this sense is a space of freedom, :
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Cairo is one of the few cities that have maintained some of the ancient cafés
which have endured from ages ago and from which many novels and stories
came out.

The author Ayman Al-Bakr says: “No café owner can decide that his café is
cultural since its inception, but the café becomes cultural when it is repeatedly
frequented by poets, novelists, critics and artists. We can consider that the
café in Egypt is a cultural institution parallel to the official one but has a
different history that can be followed in Egyptian culture. This is to say that the
important cultural practices of creative seminars and discussions which lead to
decisions and agreements on cultural projects by writing or management and
other issues have taken place in the café. But the most important in my point of
view is role of the cultural café in the formation of consciousness.”

In Cairo, and before that in my small town (Beni Suef) the café and the Ministry
of Culture are the most influences in our consciousness, and in the café I have
known some important names in Egyptian culture, and it was - as I already
mentioned- an honest and free space for the formation of consciousness.”

AMMAN'’S CAFES ... PULSATING HEART OF THE CITY

In Amman, the Jordanian capital, cafés such as: Al-Central, Rakwet Arab, Jafra
and others had a large share in attesting the cultural shifts experienced by the
city, although they didn’t succeed in snatching the title cultural café.

Amjad Fiume, one of the regular patrons of Amman cafés and an interested
observer of cultural affairs, and also a coordinator of a special project for reading,
says: “For the past two years Amman has been witnessing the appearance of cafés
with special character that form a special place for the meeting of intellectuals
and lovers of reading. These cafés have come back to form the pulsating heart of
the city. In Varna, a simple cafe located at the gate of Jordanian University, we
can meet the elite of Jordanian University academics and authors of articles in
the daily newspapers and talk freely about their recently issued books and the
latest seminars and other topics of cultural character.

I can say that Jabal Al-Weibdeh in Amman embraces a lot of cultural activities;
we find there a “fann w chai” (art and tea) café which features an open space
characterized by its simplicity and with light music. There is always a new art
exhibition on its walls and its patrons often participate in a cultural meeting
about a book or an open panel discussion of a particular subject. A similar
café called “bait baladna” (house of our country) combines quiescence and
continuance. The café “Jadal culture” is characterized by hosting cultural events,
books signings and lectures by eminent intellectuals, as well as providing a
venue for beginners’ courses for learning different languages through playing

musical instruments and calligraphy.
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about the gathering of many big names in one cafe? “

The poet and journalist Qasem Saudi, who is one of the regular customers of
cafés that are defined as cultural, told us: “These cafes constitute a diverse
creative and humane presence in the Iraqi memory, especially regarding
controversy, creativity and new visions and have formulated many
aesthetic and communicative concepts at the level of cultural phenomena.
Interaction between intellectuals, especially in the sixties, in cafés such as
Hassan Ajami, The Parliament, Al-Shahbandar, Al-Zahawi, Al-Brazili, Al-
Almakadin and other cafés, have left a clear impact in the structure of the
literary, creative and cultural heritage in general, and the Iraqi creator and
receiver in particular.

DAMASCUS, THE SMELL OF COFFEE AND POETRY
Despite of what is happening in Damascus; cafés remain a favorite for people
since there the café has the taste of coffee blended with poetry, narration and
controversial speech. So you can remember Adonis, Al-Maghout and Kabbani,
and a long list of poets and writers who wrote history in their own way.

The poet Muhammad Deebo, who has a special relationship with Damascus
cafés since his childhood, says: “In my mind, the café was associated with
culture. I was living in a remote village on the Syrian coast and I remember
that the Iraqi poet Muzaffar Al-Nawwab was one of the regular customers
in Al-Havana cafe in Damascus, which made the café a fertile ground in
my dreams to the point that I when I came to Damascus to complete my
university study, the first thing I did was go to Al-Havana café where I kept
waiting for Al-Nawwab until I met him. However the prices at that café were
very high for a college student coming from a poor environment and therefore
I moved to Al-Rowda café in Al-Abed street which was the meeting place for
Syrian intellectuals and artists.”

The novelist Lena Hoyan Hassan has a different point of view about the cafés
of today, she says: “It seems that the World Wide Web and means of social
communication are taking over the role of cultural cafés. Of course this is not
a healthy phenomenon because it misses real (face-to-face communication.
Also, this foretells the demise of the phenomenon of cultural cafés so cafes
like Reesh in Cairo and Al-Rowda in Damascus will become only a memory.

CAIRO, ITS SPIRIT IS IN ITS CAFES

Between downtown and the Palace of the Nile and the neighborhood of Al-
Hussein and other ancient Egyptian neighborhoods, we can find a lot of veteran
cultural cafés like Al-Fishawi, Arabi, Al-Zahra, Umm Kulthum, Qashtamar
and Al-Harafish where their is a statue of Naguib Mahfouz at the entrance,
and Zahrat Al-Bustan café where Naguib Mahfouz was holding literary council
every Tuesday, as well as many other cafés which were the meeting places of
Jamal Al-Deen Al-Afghani, Muhammad Abduh, Naguib Mahfouz, Thsan Abdul
Quddus, Yousef Al-Sibai, Yusuf Idris and Al-Akkad. .
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Al Teraoré recalls that during his childhood in Mecca, cafés
were a place where one could sit on chairs made of wood and
plant fibers, chairs that withstood the hot sun of Mecca. Café
singing was one of the most prominent features of Meccan life
throughout all periods of history until the late seventies of
the 20th century. The most important of these cafés in Mecca
were: Abdul-Hai café in Al-Misfalah frequented by senior
intellectuals of the holy city, and Al- Sherbini café in Azizia
which was a famous café in early eighties because it included
a center for Meccan journalists and writers to meet on almost
daily. The center was founded by journalist Dr. Ibrahim Da’alj.
Also, Droubi café in Jeddah included a center founded by
journalist Ali Khaled Al-Ghamdi that acted as a sanctuary for
most journalists.

Recently, the idea of cultural cafés has appeared again in Saudi
society with the concept of the book cafés, which includes a library
that provides the customers with the books they want to read.

THE MAGIC OF BAGHDADI CAFES

In Baghdad, that ancient city, the cafés are still embracing the
top creators and intellectuals in spite of the unstable security.
Formerly they did that with Al-Jawaheri, Al-Zahawi, Al-Sayyab,
Al-Rusafi, Blend Al-Haidari, Jawad Salim and Fouad Al-Tikerly.
flynas magazine met some of the café-goers whose visits to a café
become an integral part of their daily routine. The poet Ammar
bin Hatem, who used to frequent the cafes of Rasheed Street,
asserts that “There are a lot of cafés that attract intellectuals,
poets, writers and artists in Baghdad, for example, in Al-
Rashid Street (that ancient Baghdadi street) there were many
cafés frequented by senior Iraqi intellectuals and great figures
of literature and art, such as cafés of Zahawi, Hassan Ajami,
Wagq, and Brazili, in addition to the famous Al-Shahbandar
café, which is located in the Mutanabi Street and still exists
to the present day. These cafés were differentiated from other
cafés by the permanent presence of intellectual visitors so that
some of them turned into what looked like cultural and literary
salons of intellectual and political discussions and various
dialogues between the visitors.”

Bin Hatem adds: “Iraqi pillars of culture and great figures of
literature and art were resorting to these cafés, and what was
going on between the walls of these cafés was the writing of
the history of a nation and a detailed narration of the various
events experienced by the. These dialogues, debates and
even differences and controversies were like great lessons
that resemble lines on the walls written by giants; they were
lessons for the generations to learn from what was happening
in those days where there was no place for the modernity that
we have nowadays. A wide range of cultural productions have
chronicled some of what was happening inside those cafés
according to their customers of writers, novelists and poets.

In this regard Ammar bin Hatem quotes the words of the late
connoisseur Prof. Dr. Hussein Ali Mahfouz “May Allah be
merciful to him” who says: “when two Iraqi intellectuals meet,
a well-known cultural council is established.” so what .
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From Text...
to Footnote!

Saja Al-Abdaly

he smell of coffee and tea was not the only smell that filled the
Tatmospheres of cafés and the large areas that extend across the streets

and alleys of many Arab capitals; but there was also a particular and
unique pattern of smell, it was the smell of poetry, narration, education,
science and literature. This smell was attached to the memory and walls
of the café; the walls that loved the shades of its loyal customers - creators,
writers and poets- who had moved from our world leaving behind them a
large and important legacy of literary, poetic and philosophical output.
This legacy was linked in one way or another to the rituals of these cafés and
their environments that stimulate writing. The cafes constantly embraced
their intellectual customers and formed important stations for the many of
them to start in the world of literature, poetry, art and writing, and witness
the birth of their publications and celebrations. Nowadays, the features of
these cafés have changed and some of them have totally disappeared and are
replaced by cafés with different characters. But still we can see some cafés
that have retained a little of their special magic in Damascus, Baghdad,
Beirut, Cairo and the Maghreb.
flynas magazine has undertaken a special survey and met some leading
thinkers of today’s café-goers and recalled with them that present-absent
role of the cafés.

SAUDI CAFES...

BETWEEN FORGETFULNESS AND MEMORY

Saudi novelist Mohammed Hassan Alwan says: “Sometimes, I feel that the
old cafés were more than just coffee shops, they were notebooks of history
and, sometimes, sociology, political commentary, literature, and economics.
The ancient café resembled a popular university; a university without
admission or certificates but one that that qualified for integration with the
soil of place.”

Yes, it was the role of cafés to gather intellectuals and writers in Saudi
forums until the time they were totally replaced by TV and radio. Mr.
Mahmoud Al-Teraoré thinks that cafés were the incubators for questions of
intellectuals and creators and for their unwritten daily aspirations.

Today we barely mention the role of Saudi cafés in culture, and in fact, the
disappearance of cafés as a culture has happened not only in the Kingdom
but all over the world.
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REPORT

WRITING IN ARABIC ON THE CLOTHES:

NOSTALGIA AND
AUTHENTICITY OR *
URBANIZATION AND
WESTERNIZATION!

IN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, THERE ARE MESSAGES IN
EVERYTHING WE DO IN THIS LIFE: WORK, PAINTING,
MUSIC, WRITING - AND ALSO CLOTHING! USUALLY,
THEY ARE IMPLIED MESSAGES THAT ALLUDE TO BUT
DON'T SPELL OUT OR DISCLOSE THEIR MEANING.

BUT THE RECENT TREND, ESPECIALLY IN THE WORLD
OF CLOTHING, ISTO EXPRESS THOSE MESSAGES AS
PRINTED OR WRITTEN PHRASES THAT IN MOST CASES
ARE INTENDED TO EITHER AMUSE OR SHOCK US.

7
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REAL PAINT-
INGS PLACE
DOES NOT
CHANGE

On the other hand, if you want paintings full of
horses, camels, palm trees and desert go to the
decoration shops. Their customer segment is not
our target. We offer real art that is appreciated
by a discerning clientele of collectors and it is a
segment of people that is constantly growing.”

THE BUYERS...

THEY ARE CREATORS TOO!
Today the world celebrates creativity and
appreciation of beauty is increasing year
after year.

We asked the interior designer and artist Waheed
Khalil about the last stage in the journey of a
painting — that is, when it is hung on the walls
of the owner. He replied: “Over the past ten years
the number of people who appreciate original
paintings by great artists has grown and today
our customers frequently ask us about the
works of this or that artist, indicating there is
a noticeable trend towards real art more than
decorative pictures.

Ms. Suzanne Kayali, is a well known poet,
translator and art collector, says: I have lived in
Saudi Arabia for a long time and recently I have
observed that there is an increasing demand for
original paintings done by well known Saudi or
other Arabian names. For my part, I frequently ask
about the paintings of Abdul-Halim Radawi, Taha
Saban and Yahya Abdul-Jabbar, among others.
Suzanne adds: “For me personally, I cannot put any
painting on my wall unless it is by an artist whose
work I love. My collection includes the works of
major Arab artists such as Fateh Al-Muddaress,
Louay Kayali, Jaber Alwan, Hazem Ageel and
Wajih Nahleh and many others. They are treasures
for me, treasures that preserve their artistic and
material value for life, yet this is an experience
unknown by many people”

So, in the Arab world the mentality is changing and
today many people consider painting as a real
treasure whose value will double with time,
leading owners to compete in acquiring

paintings that reflect their culture and
reflect their aesthetic sensibilities.
With this we can conclude that
the art of painting will
continue on a safe and
successful journey far
into the future. M
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Iraqi artist Ali Jabbar, who is
residing in Denmark, compares the
Arab and international markets by
saying: What is lacking today in the
Arab world is the professionalism in
marketing and this is evidenced by
the Arab artists whose paintings are
sold in Europe, where they notice
the great difference in price between
the two regions. The culture of
purchasing a painting in the Arab
region is still weak compared to the
West. We need collective efforts to
~ sell our art at the same level as we
" “sell it in Europe.

«#%5+ "ART GALLERIES...

THEIR VIEW

flynas magazine investigated the
iews of some leading galleries in

..‘...I!-\_.. F
. .'.1. ‘..
. A

e & 81

Ll .

~. * 'the region in order to learn about
how they work in acting as the link
between the artist and the buyer.
} .+ First we visited Naila Art Gallery in
E . ‘ * Riyadh, which is the largest and most
i '._1,,. o1 famous showroom in the city. Naila
L0 g% . ~UArt Gallery was founded in 2012
" * by Ms: Naifeh Al-Fayez, and within
only two years it has become a major
venue on the art scene by displaying
the works of most important Arabic
About the role of Naila
gallery, Naifeh says: “The main

artists.

mission of Naila art gallery is to
provide a high-class setting in which
to display the works of art so they
can be fully appreciated by collectors.
Today, there is a growing demand
for real original artworks among
social milieus in the kingdom and
we are working hard to keep up the
momentum and meet the needs of
our clientele.”

As for the mechanism of selecting
the paintings, she says: “We have
high technical standards as we
aim to be a centre for creativity
and participate in local, regional
and international initiatives that
promote art and culture in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and
abroad. We are committed to

helping talented individuals and are
constantly organizing art exhibitions
for Saudi and other Arab artists as
well as international artists.

From Amman, we met with Suad
al-Azzawi, the well known artist
and owner of Visions gallery, which
opened in 1991 and is the oldest
showroom in Amman. We asked
her about the role of galleries in
supporting the art movement in
Jordan and she replied: “Since our
inception we have maintained our
standards despite all the obstacles
and frustrations, because we believe
that art is a message before it is a
profitable commodity. So, we faced
all the difficulties and withstood the
strain until we gained the trust and
reputation that has enabled us to
continue in the artistic, cultural and
commercial environment. “
Al-Azzawi continues: “I feel angry
when somebody describes the
galleries as “commercial”, because
getting a profit margin from
organizing exhibitions or mediating
between the artist and the buyer
is the only way that enables us to
continue and it does not eliminate
the basic mission of the galleries,
namely to make art a part of our
public and private lives.”

Al-Azzawi confirms that the role
of Visions gallery is not restricted
to organizing art exhibitions and
promoting the works of the artists.
It goes beyond that to create a vital
link between the artist and the
public by organizing meetings and
dialogues attended by artists, critics
and the public.

flynas magazine also visited the
gallery of Art A. Portrait in Dubai
and interacted with the owner
Ghada Ganash, who said that “We
do not reject real artists or their
work as there is no standard that
determines the validity or invalidity
of an artwork. Art is a talent that
needs practicing and honesty.”

But why do we tend to disown

commercial art works? Is it a
shame for art to be profitable?
Ghada answered these questions
by saying: “There must be no loser
in art or in work, but we must know
that it is a long-term investment,
and this investment is based on an
honest and transparent relationship
between the gallery and the buyer.
Art and the artist usually develop
when the number of people who buy
artworks increases. The issue is not
the commercial aspect because for
the artist his work is a source of
livelihood and we must not forget
that it is his art, his paintings and
his message.”

Abstract Gallery in Riyadh is one
of the largest showrooms in the
city and flynas magazine visited it
while it was preparing to organize
an exhibition titled Peace, with the
participation of top artists from
around the world. The director, Mr.
Mohamed Odabashi said:
the inception of the gallery our

“Since

priority has been to provide high-
quality art and build a real fine art
movement.” We have built important
relationships with leading artists
and collectors and have gained the
confidence of both parties. We spare
no effort to promote the success of
the artist and deliver his work to top
collectors in the region. We believe
that we have achieved a lot of success
in this direction and in a relatively
short period of time.”

Odabashi went on the say: “The
opinion that there is competition
between real art and the decoration
valid anymore.
Today, there is a large segment of

stores is not

intellectuals and those who know

the value of the works offered by
the major art galleries. We
provide paintings of high
value that constitute




n this issue of “flynas”
magazine we will travel with
the painting from the first
moment of its creation until it
is finished, framed, sold and hung on
the wall of the buyer. The mission of
the artist usually ends at the point
when he has finished the painting,
as his job is the creative process, and
in the common convention of art, he
doesn’t have to market his painting.
Most often a dealer or gallery does
the selling for him, sometimes for an
agreed percentage of the sale price
or, in some cases the dealer buys the
painting from the artist and then
sells it at a profit.
But does the buying and selling
process take place the way the
artist wants? Or do art galleries
give priority to fine works of art
over cheap commercial paintings?
This is the question we are trying to
answer in this article.

THE ART MARKET...

WHAT THE ARTISTS THINK
There are artists from different
cultures, nationalities and schools
of art, each with their own style and
aesthetic values, but in the Arab
region the trend is towards pictorial
paintings as opposed to abstract art
and this has led to the spread of
easy to sell commercial paintings in
the region.

flynas magazine met the
international Saudi artist Fahad
Al-Hejailan who doesn’t agree with
our estimation because he believes
that this negative approach towards
abstract art is not valid anymore,

but that the real problem is in
the decor business where interior
designers convince their customers
to accept poor - and sometimes fake
- paintings, while the great ones
remain on the walls of art galleries
and collectors.

Giving her opinion, Lebanese
painter Majida Nasreddin said:
“Elitist art is subject to permanent
constraints due to its high visual
culture, but we have to defend it to
the end and say it’s not reasonable
that only paintings of horses and
flowers fill the walls of our lives. We
have to say that there is abstract art
which has developed over thousands
of years. I think this is now
happening everywhere; in Lebanon,
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, UAE, London
and Bangladesh. Nasreddin adds:
“There is a need for high-class
galleries that don’t seek quick profit
and I believe that the number and
level of those galleries has started to
increase in the last decade.”

The Saudi artist Ola Hijazi believes
that the scene has changed a lot in
the region and modernistic works
have begun to appear in houses
to complement the modern décor,
furnishings and culture. “But is
there a real art marketer or dealer
in the region? This is the question”
says Ola. “I think the galleries
of today are also subjected to the
influences of the market regarding
the supply and demand. But this
does not mean that there are not a
number of art galleries that work
nicely as liaison between the
artist and the potential buyer.” @
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THE JOURNEY OF A PAINTING

FROM THE FIRST TOUCH
OF THE ARTIST’S BRUSH
TO THE GOLD ON THE WALLS

HANI NADEEM

PAINTINGS FILL THE WALLS ALL AROUND US; THEY DECORATE OUR HOMES AND THE HOUSES
OF OUR FRIENDS, OUR HOTELS AND MAJOR PUBLIC BUILDINGS. BUT HAVE YOU EVER [3
THOUGHT ABOUT THE JOURNEY OF A PAINTING FROM THE MOMENT THE ARTIST MAKES HIS :
FIRST TOUCH OF THE BRUSH TO THE TIME WHEN IT GOES ON DISPLAY? HAVE YOU WONDERED —
ABOUT ITS IMPORTANCE AND TO WHOM IT BELONGS. AND DOES THE OWNER POSSESS IT FOR W
PRESTIGE OR BECAUSE HE UNDERSTANDS ITS MEANING? —‘&

: . "
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achievements. The occasion was part of the Saudi
National Day and Nouf dedicated this honour
to the homeland, a gesture which focused the
spotlight on her and made her a source of pride
among the senior Arab personalities present at
the celebrations.

HASHTAG # NOUF AL-NUMAIR
Through her outstanding success Nouf has
gained the attention the Arab and western
worlds and here are some comments praising
her achievements.

UAE Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin
Zayed on Twitter; “Nouf Al-Numair is a young
Saudi girl I am very proud of.”

The author Najeeb Al-Zamel, said: “Nouf Al-
Numair is rightly proud of her achievements
so she cannot disappoint herself at all.” and in
another tweet, he said: “As a citizen, I am proud
of Nouf Al-Numair who we usually mention as a
model of excellence and diligence.”

Sultan Al-Bazei said: “Nouf Al-Numair is a model
we are all proud of and she is a powerful reply to the
advocates of applying constraints on Saudi women.”
Dr. Mohammed Al-Guneibet on Twitter: “Our
warm congratulations to our daughter Nouf Al-
Numair for her scientific achievements.”

There are many more Tweets by Saudi nationals
expressing their pride in the girl who is a leader
of the kingdom’s scientific community and who
they describe as a girl who the homeland has
every reason to be proud of.

She truly is a pride to us all, but she is the one
who modestly says: “Despite of all the difficulties,
I am fortunate in having contentment, yet I am
not perfect as perfection is for God Almighty only.
I am not the first scientist, as in science there is
no first and no last.”

The wisdom adopted by Nouf in the journey of
her life is summarized in her saying: “My dreams
start at the moment when I wake up.”
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PORTRAIT

Nouf Al-Numair
Her dreams begin when she wakes up!

e have to listen well when we hear ~Numair started her journey of brilliance when
the name of Nouf Al-Numair because ~ she traveled to London to study a new field of
it is a name that has become famous  specialization. This was enabled by a grant from
in the world of scientific research  the specialist hospital which delegated her to study
and is honored by leading international forums in  for her Master’s degree in 2010, which she received
recognition of her contributions in the medical field. ~ with honours of excellence. This motivated her
Nouf bint Sulaiman Al-Numair is a Saudi girl from  to continue in doctoral studies at the University
Qassim region. She was born in the city of Riyadh  of London, specializing in molecular genetics
where she studied her education. She attended and programming biologic information, through
King Saud University in the Saudi capital and  which she was contributing to the mission of King
finished her studies with honors at the King Faisal =~ Abdullah, may Allah be merciful to him. Nouf
Hospital and Research Center before moving on to  believes that this mission presented a golden
the next phase of her career which made her the opportunity for Saudi science-seekers.
exceptional scientist we are all so proud of today.  Nouf bint Sulaiman Al-Numair is the first Saudi
scientist majoring in molecular genetics and
HER FAMILY... HER FIRST UNIVERSITY  programming biologic information. This specialty
Nouf grew up in an environment that encouraged is a very precise science that enables us to read
science and achieving the highest certificates. the future of diseases before they come into
She received all the help and attention from her existence through genetic mutations. Despite
family, living in an atmosphere that was filled with  her young age, Nouf is now working at the
science and culture, so her family served as the first ~ USL British University, where she has learned
university for Nouf. It was the university from which ~ seven programming languages, published many
Nouf graduated with excellence in readiness to face  research studies in scientific journals and has
the world and demonstrate her scientific abilities.  participated in many international conferences.
Nouf considers her father as the first motivator =~ With her high morals and unlimited ambition,
for her and the inspirer who instilled the spirit of Nouf'is a good ambassador of Saudi Arabia in the

i ; /}\ ambition in her. Sulaiman Al-Numair is one of the  scientific, humanitarian and social fields. She
” ok kingdom’s finest teachers and has a long history joined the International Society for Evolutionary

* /Z(fjrving his country. Her mother is Al-Sheikha  Biology, through which she participated in

LS bint Mohammed Aba Al-Khail who is described by ~ the most important specialized conferences in

Nouf as “The source of sincere tenderness and the  Switzerland, Britain and America, and also
compass of safety in this life.” Nouf believes that attended the Global Health Conference held

R
1 w loving the homeland is one of the most important in Geneva in 2014 as a member of the Saudi
incentives for success, progress and excellence, and  delegation headed by the His Excellency the
‘ s without her homeland she would not have achieved = Minister of Health Adel Fakeeh.
y the success she enjoys today. In London, she was honored by the Ambassador
/ of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques,
A JOURNEY OF BRILLIANCE His Royal Highness Prince Mohammed bin

“Do not despair of success because of a stumble; Nawaf bin Abdulaziz, during the celebration at
what you couldn’t achieve today will be attainable the Saudi Embassy to honor the outstanding
omorrow.” With this saying to guide her, Nouf Al-  students who received awards of excellence in the

X United Kingdom in recognition of their scientific

T —
///////////I |l Il
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the economic future of the Kingdom and it is
making a real impact on youth employability,
through academic and competitive programs.
Elsewhere, we support numerous charities
and bodies who reflect our aims of support-
ing initiatives that achieve comprehensive
sustainable development.

SHB was the first bank to appoint
a Saudi woman as Head of HR in
2014. What other initiatives is the
bank implementing to pave the path
for women in the banking sector?
We continue to be pioneers in providing de-
velopment and career growth opportunities
for Saudi women in banking, including the
training of female graduates. We do this by
ensuring that diversity is a core component of
our business strategy and that we provide full
inclusion across all business lines and sup-
port functions.

As one of the top companies in the
GCC, how does SHB attract and re-
tain talent?

Our culture is one built on clear values that
help our people make the most of the opportu-
nities that exist, not just for our customers but
for themselves too. The ethos that this creates
is powerful and is attracting like-minded in-
dividuals who appreciate being able to make a
difference whilst growing the bank’s ability to
support every customer.

We provide dedicated career development
programs to encourage high performance
across the bank and our management trainee
program is carefully designed to attract, train,
and develop young Saudi graduates to take on
key positions in the bank. Today we employ
more than 1,500 qualified professionals at all
levels with a Saudization rate at close to 90%.
At Saudi Hollandi Bank we provide a career,
not just a job.

What are the expansion plans for
the bank over the next 3-5 years?

Saudi Hollandi Bank is known as a force in
corporate banking, and we will continue to
expand our business with large corporates.
Over the last years, we have made significant
investments in our business with small- and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). We are
now seen as a major player in this segment,
which has been acknowledged by several
awards. Although traditionally we have not
been among the bigger retail banks, we have
been able to grow this segment fast as well. By
focusing on providing the right solutions for
retail customers, we have become a top pro-
vider of home finance, and are growing fast in
other retail banking products. We have also
expanded our network to 55 branches and

382 ATMs in 2014, an almost 20% increase
in branches and 50% in ATMs over the year
preceding it, and plan to continue investing
in our branch and ATM networks.

What are the main differentiating
factors that set SHB apart from its
peers/competitors?

Aside from our long presence as the first op-
erating bank founded in the Kingdom and the
deep and wide relationships that flow from
this, we think that we have a unique way of
serving all of our customers. We know our
customers, know their requirements, and
are able to provide solutions to meet those
requirements. Our customers in turn know
that Saudi Hollandi is a bank that will stand
by them through economic cycles, just as we
have done over the past almost 90 years. We
pride ourselves on being a bank that is acces-
sible, with a flat organisational structure.

Saudi Hollandi Bank knows that customers
want to access the products and services they
need quickly, easily and securely. So we listen
to them and create ways to deepen our rela-
tionships using a mix of the latest technology,
specialized customer service and streamlined
processes.

From extensive internet banking and our
smartphone app, to more ATM services and
business banking centers, our corporate, insti-
tutional, SME and individual customers can
connect to us in ever more convenient ways.

SHB has won several awards over
the course of 2014. Which one would
you consider to be the greatest
achievement and why?

Winning any industry recognition for the way
we support customers is always a proud mo-
ment for us and we feel honoured to have re-
ceived quite a number in 2014 - from best bank-
ing group in Saudi Arabia, to best SME bank, to
best home finance and best internet bank, every
accolade reflects the way we help every custom-
er realize their needs and ambitions.

What have been the biggest chang-
es to the finance sector in the King-
dom? How have these changes im-
pacted SHB in its operations?

The banking and finance sector has always
been one that is impacted by a multitude of
factors, both domestic and international. As
fluctuations in the global economy reflect oil
prices and interest rates, so we must be alive
to the demands and stresses that this all plac-
es on all of our customers. We are fortunate
that our regulator takes a robust position in
protecting customers and in keeping our
banks strong and resilient and because of this
we are looking to the future with confidence.

What will be the main drivers for suc-
cess in 2015 for the banking sector?
We will continue to focus on the core area of
customer centricity, which is key to success in
the banking sector. Placing the customer at
the centre of everything we do, while ensur-
ing strong internal controls and a straightfor-
ward set of products and services, will make
sure we continue to grow and support all of
our stakeholders.

Understanding the needs of each custom-
er — whether corporate or individual - and
reaching them through multiple channels
will remain the most important drivers. B
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Maintaining a Competitive Edge:
How Saudi Hollandi Bank
is pioneering the finance
sector of KSA

stablished as the first operating bank
E in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Sau-

di Hollandi Bank (SHB) has witnessed
the inception of the finance industry and has
been an integral part of the sectors growth
and development. CEO Dr. Bernd van Linder
shares the company’s insights into how SHB
has stayed ahead of its peers and maintained its
leadership position in the face of heavy compe-
tition and volatile markets.

SHB was the first operating bank
founded in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia in 1926. How does the bank
manage to maintain its pioneering
reputation over 8 decades?

We have grown deep roots in supporting in-
dividuals, families and businesses through-
out the Kingdom over the last 88 years by
investing in the development of the products
and services we know our customers need to
help them achieve their goals. From innova-
tions in home finance and internet banking
to tailor-made hedging and risk management
solutions and Shari’ah-compliant financing,
we will continue to think ahead to maintain
a strong reputation and become the bank the
Kingdom always chooses.

Given the recent fluctuations in the
oil and energy markets, particular-
ly in KSA, what steps are SHB tak-
ing to mitigate risks for its inves-
tors and stakeholders?

The Saudi government is taking all the right
strategic decisions for the economy with the
long term view in mind, supporting growth
on many fronts by sponsoring a robust in-
frastructure, job creation, SME funding and
home ownership. All of this was clearly visible
in the recently announced budget. And a sup-
portive budget is the best mitigation of any
risks associated with an economic downturn.

As an institution that has been active in the
Kingdom for close to 90 years, we have always
been focused on the long term. This is visible
in our strong liquidity and capital base, and
our focus on supporting our clients through
all possible economic environments.

SHB is heavily involved in commu-
nity outreach programs and has an
impressive sustainability depart-
ment. What are the current activi-
ties/programs being launched by
the bank for 2015?

As a major employer with long-established

Dr. Bernd van Linder
CEO, Saudi Hollandi Bank

relationships throughout the Kingdom, we
know we have a responsibility beyond the
provision of financial services. We are active
on many fronts - from long-standing relation-
ships with companies in major cities to help-
ing small businesses and local communities
access the resources they need to grow - and
we know how important it is to support and
invest in the leaders of tomorrow.

A great example of this is our partnership
with Microsoft Arabia, which is now in its
fourth year. This programme provides sup-
port to the young graduates, male and female,
and the entrepreneurs who are essential to
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The first airline mobile app in Saudi Arabia

Download the fl iynas mobil app on your smart phone

GET IT ON Eaa Sl . Flynos ocom
> Google play - [J App Store i 00000
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Create your profile with the app and ...

« Check schedules -« Book & Pay for your flights

- Manage your bookings = Save bookings details

« Check flight status = Check in 48hrs before departure

and lastly receive notifications about Special offers, directly to your app!
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YOUR flynas

Clej Jo
DID YOU
KNOW?

Select your preferred seat in advance of your
trip. Ensure friends and family are seated
together, or choose a premium seat with extra
legroom.

* Choose a window seat for a better view

« Select an aisle seat for easy access

« Upgrade to a premium seat for extra
legroom

acléall juisl
Seat Selection
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On-Board Meals . Mexican Chicken, Tuna or Vegetarian Wrap,

Flynas.com
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flynas.com

%
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water

You can enhance your travel
experience by choosing from our
wide range of optional services
when booking your flight. Save
money by paying for your on-board
meal or excess baggage in advance
and benefit from our exclusive
deals on hotels and more on
flynas.com

Pre-order up to 24 hours before you fly and
choose from our selection of hot meals,
sandwiches, wraps and salads at flynas.com.
Fresh Fruit Salad with water

* Tuna Nicoise or Chicken Caesar Salad with

or Chicken or Cream Cheese Ciabatta with
juice, salad and a dessert

Vegetarian or Chicken Biryani. or Mixed
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Save up to 50% on airport fees by adding your
excess baggage at the time of booking. One
bag of up to 20kg costs from only SAR50.

Excess Baggage
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Relax in style by adding Executive Lounge
access to your flight booking from just SAR55

per person.
*Available in Dubai, Sharjah, Kuwait, Sharm EI Sheikh, Madinah
and Abha.
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Save time and hassle at the airport by
renting a car through flynas.com. We offer
the choice of all major and local suppliers so
you can choose the best deal, plus you can
. i now read customer reviews and ratings for
UUU-"m'" }*;U each rental office.
Car Rental
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uo uHgjell ,J_;o.ol @4 padi.flynas.com Liesdgo
> ol 1l O b Jubg sudaodl O il
clyT selps oUlelitoy Lo «liwly Lo Lado jJLiAs
ol wibe JA) pailasunig cMoell

Grill with juice, salad and a dessert
Omelette breakfast with juice and a

fruit salad

Add one of our on-board meals to your next
flight booking for only SAR 25.
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Save up to 30% by adding a hotel to your
flight booking on flynas.com. Choose from
one of our carefully selected properties with
exclusive discounts only available if booked
with your flight.
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AL-INMA MEDICAL SERVICES

+966 11 4455 555

www.alinmagroup.com
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COMPANY BUSINESS CONSULTANCY www.speedstepservices.com
Invest & Live in UAE wna Clialdlg ¢jlaiiwl [l
Starting from 15,000 AED @a)a 15,000 ¢ja =laiy] Gljlall
«  Micro Business License ( No visas ) .(GIJ,phTJ"UQM)éJ,&DJIdLo_c‘\JILmjﬂ .
«  Get Your Freelancer Permit (1visa ) for Two Years . .oale daal (@uibli1) o Jac apoi wnle Jgaall -
+  General Trading License ( 3 visas ) for Two Years . .tale aaal (Qlubli 3) aolell ajlaill gadyi -«
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OUR SERVICES : : Lillaas
«  OFFSHORE COMPANY FORMATION. .OFFSHORE CilSpi guewli — »
«  BUSINESS SETUP & COMPANY FORMATION. ayylaill gpagll jlaolg alspill gupwli =+«
+  BANKACCOUNT OPENING. Arapoa Ghlwa 2ia .
«  VISASERVICES. Qliplin .
«  PUBLIC RELATIONS & LOGISTICS. Atiwaglll Glaasllg dalell aléMell -
«  IN-COUNTRY SUPPORT. .nhall @eall
«  MEDICAL INSURANCE. bl ualill .
Office 15J - 15 floor - Gold Tower - Cluster (i) - JLT - Dubai - - - Qi Jl g - () giwds - aaall gy - 15 Gilall - 115 aisa
United Arab Emirates Ganiall auy=ll aljlall
Tel.: +9714 5515395 +9714 5515395 : ggauli
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info@speedstepservices.com info@speedstepservices.com
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