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WELCOME ON BOARD! g

Dear guest,

On behalf of the entire flynas family it is a great pleasure
to welcome you on board. I trust you will have a pleasant
and comfortable experience. Thank you for trust us with
your travel plans today.

It is a great source of pride for us in flynas that we are a national
Saudi airline and we take great care to preserve all that it entails.
The warm welcome, the attention to your needs and the friendliness
of our flynas family members towards you are as much a part of our
DNA as your safety and comfort while you are in our care.

We are delighted that in flynas we continue to expand our
reach to connect Gurayat and Al Jouf with the capital Riyadh.
The new services were introduced in March. On the International
front we are extremely pleased to announce our much awaited
second daily flight from Riyadh to Cairo. This new flight allows
a complete business day for our guests in both cities. Along with
new routes we have also completed our successful negotiation
for a fourth daily flight from Riyadh to Dubai. All of the above,
I believe, underline our commitment to better serve our loyal
guests and to introduce ourselves to new customers.

Speaking of our regular guests I do hope you will join
the nasmiles loyalty program, which will be announcing its
redemption plan this month. The nasmiles program will be the
most rewarding and easy to use plan in the Middle East.

We are also pleased to report that our website has been
completely revamped and upgraded making our flight more
accessible to our online guests with a host of additions to ease
your journey with flynas so I would encourage you to visit
www.flynas.com to experience the enhancements. In tandem
with this we have our mobile app available for free on both I0OS
and Android. We are continually upgrading and developing this
and our most recent addition allows you to check-in and receive
your boarding card on your smartphone.

Once again, I wish you a pleasant and comfortable journey,
and I look forward to welcoming you again on your next flight
with flynas.

Paul Byrne
flynas CEO
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NETWORK
Where do you want to go with

flynas? 08

12

DIALOGUE

Sarah Abdullah:

A familiar ‘neighborhood voice’, Sarah
Abdullah is a reputed Saudi media
personality whose radio programs enjoy a
wide audience. 10

3

PLACES

Two museums: Kuwait, even as the
modern state we know today was being
established, spared no efforts in preserving
its historical, humanitarian and cultural
heritage. 65

HERITAGE

Men with red crowns:

Every nation has its costume, and each
costume has a unique story. From the
costume of a place, we can extract the
story of an entire nation. 74
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Ashraf Abu al-Yazid is an Egyptian Amer Abdul Hai is a Syrian Abdullah Mackny is a Saudi
journalist, writer and traveler working journalist and photographer working journalist and activist interested in
for Al-Arabi magazine. He is also the in the Arab media field specializing culture and green environment. He
editorial head for Asia magazine, in investigating art. He is a founding is a member of the Arab Union of the
which is considered to be a bridge of member of a group interested in fine environment, and has taken a number
cultural communication between East art and photography. of initiatives and made contributions
Asia and the Arab world. in the environmental field.
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worker have to

be educated or

are intuition and
improvisation enough?
opinion, there is

no doubt that the media
worker should intensely
present useful and rich
material in a short time.
The audience always
derives his information
from the media, and
therefore, the preparation
must be thorough and the
news must be as accurate
as possible because

the media worker is
considered to be a reliable
source for information.
Yes, intuition is not
sufficient.

What does Sarah read
and what are her
hobbies?

past, I devoted
bulk of my time for
reading, and I took
pleasure in buying new
books. Today, with this
digital revolution, and
the ease of getting the
information and the
source of information,

my relationship with the
mobile and smartphones
has become stronger,
especially with the time
constraints and the rapid
rhythm of life.

What is your final word
to Flynas Magazine?
you for giving me
the chance to meet my
audience in our beloved
Kingdom through your
beautiful magazine, and
I wish the passengers a
happy flight with Flynas
and remind them to not
forget their dua’a (Islamic
prayer of supplication) for
travelling. m
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comparison with the
visual media; they have
to listen to a voice and
audio material, and here
comes the challenge! As
for my relationship with
the daily broadcasts, it
takes long to prepare
and involves continuous
work that does not know
tiredness or boredom,
nor inactivity and
straying. I always spend
my off-duty hours in
preparing for tomorrow,
so that I can continue
the daily broadcast and
achieve a better position.
The daily broadcast for
me is like a marathon
in which one cannot
stumble, because if we
stumbled, we may lose
everything. Working on
air is difficult, delightful
and exacting; it needs
valuable material,
higher education and a
joyful presenting style
to enable listeners to
pass time in a pleasant
manner.

After these years,
how do you describe
your relationship
with the media, and
where do you want to
reach? What is your
ambition?

already mentioned,
I am very fond of my
profession. Today, the
media has become a
way of living, and more
than that, you can say
it has become life itself.
My profession reflects
my social status and

my relationship with
people, which are based
on love and respect. As
to where, the fact is

that my ambition has
no limit, but what I

am sure of and what I
am working for, is that
I have a professional
message, and I aspire
to be a Saudi media
woman who represents
a source of pride about
her leadership and her
country.

How do you read the
Saudi media scene?
media offers
a wonderful scene that
carries all the colors.
The Saudis are pioneers
in this field and we have
many shining names

at the institutional and
individual levels. Today,
our media has a lot of
power and influence
that make us proud. My
relationship with the
local media is marked
by mutual respect and
love. They follow my
activities, as you do, and
they always introduce
me as a media woman
who symbolizes pride
and inspiration, and I
am very pleased and
honored by that.

Away from the media,
how does Sarah
spend her day and
what is your daily
routine?

my time
between the house

and the club. My

daily routine includes
allocating time for my
family and my audience
who devote more time
listening to me. Then
my time is spent on
preparing for work and
reading.

Does the media »
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SARAH ABDULLAH

We are proud to be pioneers in the
media industry

A familiar ‘neighborhood voice’, Sarah Abdullah is a reputed Saudi media
personality whose radio programs enjoy a wide audience. The broadcaster
represents a bright and positive picture of her country, Sarah Abdullah, who
has become one of the most important radio announcers in the United Arab
Emirates, is the guest of this issue of Flynas Magazine.

How would

you introduce
Sarah Abdullah
to the readers
of Flynas
Magazine?
Sarah bint
Abdullah, an
ambitious and
diligent girl who
does not know
surrender. In the
early years of my
life, I studied in
Saudi Arabia,
where I defined
many objectives
to achieve in

my career, God
willing. I believe
that “Patience

is the key to
happiness (after
suffering),” and I
know that one day
all my dreams will
come true, and at
that time, I will
have new dreams
and aspirations.

I thank and praise
God first and the
hereafter that he
gave me patience
and hope in all
times. God was
generous with
me when he gave

me a warm and
good family that
instilled good
principles and
values in me; my
family instilled

in me the sense

of patriotism that
pushed me
forward and
helped me to
achieve a lot of my
objectives.

How did your
relationship
with the media
begin?

] the

media since my
childhood; my
relationship with
the media began
since the days of
school radio, which
was an important
platform for me
where all students
stood and listened
to what is useful
and new. When

I grew up, those
beautiful moments
were always on
my mind. In the
first year of my
university study,
many friends of
mine advised

with Sarah Abdullah

me to work as a
radio announcer,
and as a matter
of fact, I lived
that experience
when I worked at
Shams electronic
radio station. A
few months later,
I joined the sport
radio station
UFM when it was
launched, and
then I received
several job offers
where I chose
what suited me
best. The turning
point of my life
was in joining the
MBC FM group,
which enriched
my experience to a
large extent.
Why did you
choose to work
in radio and
how would you
describe your
relationship
with the daily
broadcast?

to

work in radio
because radio
listeners usually
have different
standards in 5
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LIFESTYLE

he Alhambra Palace

remains one of the greatest

architectural wonders of the
world. What was initially a fort was
renovated and rebuilt over 13th and
14th centuries into the Alhambra we
see today. It is unlikely that any future
civilization will ever be able to match
the magnificence and mysticism of the
Alhambra, an extraordinary fairytale
palace.

The Alhambra is a unique creation
made possible by the gold coffers of
Moorish sultans, the creative minds of
poets and philosophers and the agony of
slave labor.

The Alhambra is located in Granada,
Andalusia, Spain. The name Alhambra
is rooted in Arabic language and means
“red or crimson castle”, perhaps due
to the hue of the towers and walls that
surround the entire hill of La Sabica,
which are silver by starlight and
transformed to gold by sunlight.

It was the last and most splendid of
all the Arabian palaces to be built in
Spain during the 700 years of Moorish
domination. The Moors were vastly
superior to their European enemies in
all areas of culture and the Alhambra
Palace became a glorious symbol of not
only their wealth and power but also
their excellent artistic and architectural
skills.

From the mid-1200s onwards, the
Moorish Nasrid Dynasty set about
establishing a citadel and palace the
like of which the world had never seen
before. On the hilltop site of an existing
10th century Arab fortress, the sultans
brought together their empire’s greatest
minds and most talented craftsmen to
fashion an exotic array of exquisitely
decorated palaces and courtyards
within the walls of a castle designed to
withstand the might of the Christian
armies.

Alhambra is known for its
mesmerizing mixture of intricate tile
work, filigree decoration and mosaics
within its royal rooms and shaded
courtyards. Jewels in the crown of the

Patio de los leones in Alhambra .
of Granada

Alhambra include the legendary Court
of the Lions with its famous fountain,
the Hall of the Kings and Hall of

the Queens, the royal baths and the
magnificent Hall of the Two Sisters
lavishly decorated with gold and lapis
lazuli, a deep blue precious stone.

The decorations within the palaces
represent the last great period of
Andalusian art in Granada. Columns
and muqarnas appear in several
chambers, and the interiors of numerous
palaces are decorated with arabesque
and calligraphy.

The intricate detail in the ceilings,
walls, doors and windows of the
Alhambra is amazing. Thousands of
religious and poetic verses, engraved at
the behest of King YusufI in the 14th
century, are an attractive feature even
today. “There is no victor but Allah”,
“Rejoice in good fortune, because Allah
helps you” and “Be sparse in words
and you will go in peace” are some
of the notable proclamations in the
engravings.

One can go on extolling the features
of luxury, wealth, beauty and splendor
of the Alhambra. It will not be an
exaggeration to describe it as the ‘House
of surprises’ and write volumes of prose
and poetry about the palace because the
multitude of images and scenes that are
depicted at its every entrance, window
and corner are difficult to summarize. ®

Alhambra

f 7‘ { A

cl =2 ol

THE

ALHAMBRA

PALACE

duoMuwYl 8 jloell s i Ul el anlall

©2J9¢ ade J6 n.abyudlong le
OV Sl g Y el al”
“cal 610 alioy

[ISTTRN T

—a. -
3

= e SR

SPAIN



he Taj Mahal is

located on the right

bank of India’s
Yamuna river inside a
sprawling, nearly 17-hectare
Mughal garden near New
Delhi, in the Agra district of
Uttar Pradesh state. It was
built by Mughal Emperor
Shah Jahan in memory of
his wife Mumtaz Mahal,
a Persian princess who died
giving birth to their 14th
child, Gauhara Begum. Its
construction started in 1632
and was completed in 1648,
with a mosque, a guesthouse
and the main gateway on the
south. The outer courtyard
and its cloisters were added
subsequently and completed
in 1653.

The existence of several
historical and Quranic
inscriptions in Arabic script
have facilitated setting the
chronology of Taj Mahal.

For its construction, some
20,000 artisans including
masons, stone-cutters,
inlayers, carvers, painters,
calligraphers, dome builders
and other artisans were
requisitioned from the whole
of the empire and also from
Central Asia and Iran.

The tomb is the central
focus of the entire complex
of the Taj Mahal. It is
a large, white marble
structure standing on a
square plinth and consists
of a symmetrical building
with an iwan (an arch-
shaped doorway) topped by a
large dome and finial. Four
minarets frame the tomb,
one at each corner of the
plinth facing the chamfered
corners. The main chamber
houses the false sarcophagi of
Mumtaz Mahal and Shah
Jahan; the actual graves are
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at a lower level. The most
spectacular feature is the
marble dome that surmounts

“drum” it sits on which is

approximately 7 meters high.
The Taj Mahal was

constructed using materials

from all over India and

Asia. The translucent

white marble was brought

the jasper from Punjab, and

the jade and crystal from g -
China. The turquoise was
from Tibet and the Lapis
lazuli from Afghanistan,
while the sapphire came

from Sri Lanka and

the carnelian, the brownish-
red mineral, from Arabia.

In all, 28 types of precious
and semi-precious stones were
inlaid into the white marble.

The Taj Mahal is considered
to be the greatest achievement
in Indo-Islamic architecture.
Its recognized architectonic
beauty has a rhythmic
combination of solids and
voids, concave and convex
and light shadow; arches and
domes further enhance the
aesthetic aspect. The color
combination of lush green
scape, reddish pathway and
blue sky over it showcases the
monument in ever changing
tints and moods. The relief
work in marble and inlay with
precious and semi-precious
stones make it an outstanding
monument.The English poet
Sir Edwin Arnold described it
as “Not a piece of architecture,

:m-

as other buildings are,
but a proud passion of an
emperor’s love wrought in
living stone.”®

Emperor
Shah Jahan

Mumtaz
Mahal

Taj mahal , A famous historical

monument
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LIFESTYLE

he Palace of
Versailles is
one of the most

beautiful achievements of
18th century French art. At
first it was just a humble
hunting lodge built by
Louis XIII, but Louis XIV
chose the site build one of
the most expensive and
extravagant buildings in
the world, which became a
symbol of royal absolutism
and classical French

art. Versailles became the
palace of Louis XIV, the
‘Sun King’ who boasted “I
am the state”, Louis XV and
Louis XVI, but after the
French Revolution in 1789,
it ceased to be a permanent
royal residence.

The gigantic scale of
Versailles exemplifies the
architectural theme of
‘creation by division’ — a
series of simple repetitions
rhythmically marked off
by the repetition of the
large windows. The theme
expresses the fundamental
values of Baroque art, in
which the focal point of the
interior, as well as of the
entire building, is the king’s
bed. Among its celebrated
architectural designs is the
Hall of Mirrors, which is one
of the most famous rooms in
the world.

Located about 20
kilometers southwest
of Paris, and set amidst
extensive grounds,
the palace and its
decoration stimulated
a mini-renaissance of
interior design, as well
as decorative art, during
the 17th and 18th centuries.
From 1682 to the beginning
of the French Revolution

in 1789, the Palace of
Versailles housed the King
and the entire French
royal court, a total of some
3,000 residents, making it
a symbol of the absolutism
and decadence of the ‘old
regime’ in general, and
the French monarchy in
particular.

The royal chateau is not
the only building complex
on the grounds, which also
host five smaller palaces
including the Grand Trianon
built in 1687-88, the
Pavilion Francais built in
1749 and the Petit Trianon
constructed during 1762-
68. Versailles also includes
800 hectares of gardens,
landscaped in the classic
French Garden style.

During the French
Revolution, the incredible
collection of paintings,
antiques, and other works
of art that had been
amassed at Versailles
were transferred to
the Louvre Museum. Other
important items went
to the National Library
and Conservatory of Arts
and Crafts. Most of the
furniture, historians say,
was sold at auction. After
the revolution, Napoleon
spent his summers
at Versailles until he
abdicated power. Later, it
was Louis-Phillipe who,
in 1830, transformed
the chateau into a grand
museum, dedicated to
“the glory of France.”

The Chapel, the Opera,
and the Hall of Mirrors
were preserved but many
smaller apartments were
destroyed to make room for
spacious exhibition halls. @

THE PALACE
OF VERSAILLES
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he Catherine Palace
ranks as one of the
masterpieces of the

world architecture and art. It is
located in the town of Tsarskoye
Selo (Pushkin), 30 km south

of St. Petersburg, Russia. The
palace is designed according

to the Rococo style (an 18th-
century artistic movement and
style) and was used as a summer
residence of the Russian Tsars.

The residence originated in
1717, when Catherine I of Russia
engaged the German architect
Johann-Friedrich Braunstein
to construct a summer palace
for her. In 1733, Empress Anna
commissioned Mikhail Zemtsov
and Andrei Kvasov to expand
the Catherine Palace. Empress
Elizabeth, however, found her
mother’s residence outdated
and incommodious and in May
1752 asked her court architect
Bartolomeo Rastrelli to demolish
the old structure and replace it
with a much grander edifice in
flamboyant Rococo style.

Its construction lasted four
years, and on 30th July 1756 the
architect presented the brand-
new 325-meter-long palace
to the Empress, her dazed
courtiers, and stupefied foreign
ambassadors.

During Elizabeth’s lifetime,
the palace was famed for its
lavish exterior. More than 100
kilograms of gold were used to
gild the sophisticated stucco
facade and numerous statues
erected on the roof. In front of
the palace a great formal garden
was laid out.

The palace also included
the Amber Room, which was
a priceless piece of art with
extraordinary architectural
features such as gilding,
carvings, 450 kg amber
panels, gold leaf, gemstones
and mirrors, all highlighted

with candle light. Additional
architectural and design
features include statues of
angels and children. The work
on the Amber Room, which has
a story of its own, began in 1701
with the purpose of installing

it at Charlottenburg Palace,

the residence of Frederick, the
first King of Prussia, at the
urging of his second wife, Sophie
Charlotte.

Although originally
intended for installation
at Charlottenburg Palace,
the complete panels were
eventually installed at the
Berlin City Palace. The Amber
Room did not, however, remain
at the Berlin City Palace for
long. Peter the Great of Russia
admired it during a visit and
in 1716, King Frederick I's son
Frederick William I presented
the room to Peter as a gift. It
was Peter’s daughter Empress
Elizabeth who decided the
amber treasure should be
installed at the Catherine
Palace, where the Russian
Imperial family typically spent
their summers. After several
other 18th century renovations,
the room covered more than 55
square meters and contained
over six tons of amber. The
room took over ten years to
construct.

The Amber Room was looted
during World War II by Army
Group North of Nazi Germany
and brought to Kénigsberg for
reconstruction and display. Its
current whereabouts remain
a mystery. In 1979, efforts
were undertaken to rebuild
the Amber Room at Tsarskoye
Selo. In 2003, after decades
of work by Russian craftsmen
and donations from Germany,
the reconstructed Amber
Room was inaugurated at the
Catherine Palace. ®
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he

Neuschwanstein

Castle is a 19th
century Romanesque
Revival palace on a rugged
hill above the village of
Hohenschwangau near
Fiissen in southwest
Bavaria, Germany. The
castle was built by King
Ludwig II of Bavaria, also
known as the ‘Fairytale
King'. King Ludwig was
a great admirer and
supporter of Richard
Wagner, the world
renowned composer. In
May 1868 the King wrote
to the composer: “I intend
to rebuild the old castle
ruins of Hohenschwangau
by the Péllat gorge
(Pollatschlucht) in the
genuine style of the
old German knightly
fortresses...”

The Neuschwanstein
Castle was built in
Wagner’s honor and many
rooms in the castle’s
interior were inspired by
his characters. The third
floor particularly reflects
Ludwig’s admiration of
Wagner’s operas. The
Singers Hall, which
occupies the entire fourth
floor of Neuschwanstein,
also contains characters
from Wagner’s operas.
Neuschwanstein literally
means ‘New Swan
Castle’ referring to ‘the
Swan Knight’, one of the
Wagner’s characters. To
execute his dream project,
the King commissioned
stage designer Christian
Jank as architect.

The castle’s
construction began in
1869 and lasted 23 years,

until long after Ludwig’s
death. Although built
in the Germanic late
Romanesque style of the
13th century, the castle
was equipped with the
best technology available
in the late 1860s. Unlike
other medieval castles,
Neuschwanstein has a
forced-air central heating
system. Its kitchen, albeit
rarely used, boasted the
most advanced design.
The winter garden
features a large sliding
glass door. Though only
14 rooms were completed
before Ludwig IT’s sudden
death in 1886, these
rooms were majestically
decorated. The two-story
throne room was designed
in Byzantine style, with
wall paintings depicting
angels. Ironically, there is
no throne in the Throne
Room, as Ludwig died
before the palace work
was completed.
Neuschwanstein’s
location is in fairytale
settings, on the top
of a hill in the Alps
in Bavaria, Germany.
Neuschwanstein overlooks
the Hohenschwangau
valley, offering a
magnificent landscape
that will marvel visitors.
This fairytale look of the
Neuschwanstein castle
inspired Walt Disney to
create its Magic Kingdom

theme park in Florida, US.

Today, Neuschwanstein

is the most visited castle
in Germany, and one of
the most popular tourist
destinations in the world,
attracting over 1.3 million
people every year. ®
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he Palace of
Parliament is
the seat of the

Romanian Parliament.
It is the largest
administrative building
in the world used for
civilian purposes,

the second largest if

we include military
purposes (the Pentagon
being the first) and the
heaviest. It is also the
world’s most expensive
administrative building
(updated total costs in
2006 are estimated at
USS$ 4 billion).

The building currently
houses the Romanian
Chamber of Deputies
(Lower House of
Parliament) and the
Romanian Senate (Upper
House of Parliament). It
is also the headquarters
of the Southeast
European Cooperation
Initiative (SECI) and has
emerged over the past
decade as a venue for
international conferences
and multilateral
diplomatic forums.

Also known as
the ‘People’s House’,
the palace idea was
conceived as part of by
former communist ruler
Nicolai Ceausescu’s
attempt to redesign
Bucharest city by
constructing a series of
impressive buildings to
prove to the world how
wealthy and powerful
the Socialist Republic of
Romania was.

The Palace of
Parliament is 270
meters long, 240
meters wide, 86 meters

high and extends 92
meters underground.
The surface of the
structure constructed
above ground measures
66,000 square meters.
It is 12 stories high and
has over 1,100 rooms.
The materials used in
the construction and
decoration include: one
million cubic meters of
marble, 900,000 cubic
meters of wood, 7,000
tons of steel, 5,500 tons
of cement, 3,500 tons of
crystal, 200,000 square
meters of carpets,
20,000 tons of sand

and 2.800 chandeliers.
Aside from the 1,100
rooms of the Palace

of Parliament there

are four restaurants,
three libraries, two
underground parking
facilities, a concert hall
and over 30 other major
halls.

It has been claimed
that the Palace of
Parliament is among the
man-made structures
visible from the moon,
just as the Great Wall of
China and the Pentagon.

The construction of
the palace began in 1983
when Romania was
under communist reign
and remained incomplete
at the time of the
Romanian revolution in
1989. Today, the building
has only 400 chambers
and two large halls that
can be used, out of its
total of 1,100 rooms.
After the revolution, no
one had the desire to
complete this gigantic
building. ®
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The Palace of the Parliament is the world’s largest civilian
building with an administrative function and heaviest building

The Palace of
Parliament

is the seat of
the Romanian—
Parliament. It
Is the largest
administrative
building in the
world used for
civilian
purposes.
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he Forbidden
City (Imperial
Palace) in

the heart of Beijing
is the largest and
most complete
imperial palace and
ancient building
complex in China
and the world.

Its construction
began in 1406 and
was completed 14
years later. Twenty-
four emperors
from the Ming and
Qing (16441911-)
dynasties lived and
ruled China from
this palace. Most
of the buildings in
the Forbidden City
were rebuilt many
times, although
they maintained
the original
architectural style.

The Forbidden
City covers a total
area of 720,000
square meters. It
consists of several
dozen compounds
of varying sizes
and some 9,900
bays of rooms, with
a total floor area
of 150,000 square
meters. Most of the
buildings were built
with wood, roofed
with yellow glazed
tiles and built on
blue-and-white
stone foundations,
giving them a
solemn and brilliant
appearance. The
Forbidden City is
surrounded by10-
meter high walls
and a 52 meter-

031

wide moat. Three- The
storied towers are

positioned at each Forbidden

corner of the wall. 1 H
The buildings of Clty (lm.per'al

the Forbidden City Palace) n

fully embody the

artistic features the h.e"a rt -

and style of ancient Of Be|J|ng S

Chinese palace

architecture, and ! the IargeSt

may be described and most

as a masterpiece

in the Chinese and ! Complete

world architectural
history. Today, as

the largest museum pa Iace and

of cultural relics in . .
China, the Forbidden anC|ent

City, also called the bUilding
Palace Museum,

displays some one com p I éx in :
million precious C h i na an d th e

historical relics from
the Shang Dynasty wor l d .
(16th century-771
BC) through to the
Qing Dynasty. The
UNESCO recognized
the as a World
Heritage site in 1987.
Ancient Chinese
astronomers believed
that the Purple Star
(Polaris) was in the
center of heaven
and the Heavenly
Emperor lived in
the Purple Palace.
The Palace for the
emperor on earth was
therefore called the
Purple City. It was
forbidden to enter
the City without the
special permission of
the emperor. Hence
it became known
as ‘The Purple
Forbidden City’ or
‘The Forbidden
City. @

— ><><>88<><:>< —

THE FORBIDDEN CITY
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15 seconds in case of an
accident, God forbid. “
Al-Sudairy explains that

for the racing sport to
mature as an industry, it
should possess the basic
technical equipment, be
governed by appropriate
laws and regulations and
have the infrastructure
and the experience
needed to operate it.
“Therefore we granted
the Saudi youth in-field
investments based on the
BOT (build, operate and
transfer) system, such as
a workshop for modifying
the cars invested by Turk
Speed and the driving
Academy by Mahara.
There is a car driving
school for children

that aims to

teach the young

correct driving

habits. We

have also

established

the Dirab

Club for

Air Sports.

Overall, the

club’s mission

is education

which is our social
responsibility goals,” Al-
Sudairy says. m
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Mr. Sakher Al Sudairy, the
owner and General Manager
of the Dirab Motor Sport
Park.
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Park, where I work for 0Vl uogly ualle uleog of safety, security and oLyl b pubii
myself, practicing my €95 o Wyl O S92 efficiency of the vehicle. o< @820l o Ajolly
hobby in modifying oy 83p=0 GTR Ul Syl asl )l 03 g3lg
various types of vehicles ac,w abki asled Social oo oyl5 ()|l
such as the modified 5, lgbll J> s 8L responsibility oy &> "Gl Olub”
racing cars, the regular Speaking to Flynas Saey wailly ol)lowdd
high-power cars, and the Qaouw )| wlpxll Magazine, Mr. Sakher lgpll 018 sew,low o
classic cars. In addition, Adggumnl| uass DI, Al-Sudairy, the owner gouw &0 &yl slalll ulSy
we also provide the a.cloix>Vl and General Manager of Sl 5S35 0 Se2w 0Vl

vehicles with the Dyno
device, which monitors
the car’s performance and
transfers the information
to the laptop through
which one can control the
level of fuel combustion.
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the Dirab Motor Sport

Park, explains the reason
behind establishing such
a large organization that
is specialized in all kinds
of motor sports: “Since

my childhood, I was very

the work amid great
difficulties, which we were

sl e 5908 Gusliall
comsdl cllioy sl asiolly
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living in the United of modification. When I Al-Deriaan explains 9,25 Ol Wb (ay,9,0ll fond of cars. The project of = able to overcome with a9 dwall weadl Jio e wleadl o dcgozo
States and this gave finished my university that he performs Wslg> 59 wldgll Jaso Dirab Motor Sport Park is = patience, perseverance, iyl Jouzllg H98.all clai)Vlg @lgpll 0 gl
me the opportunity study specializing in the modifications VWV &sgeudl (58 B,bll a brand new idea aiming education and awareness. 8y e pgai sl b LS, Lo M= 0 Ly
to practice my business management, in accordance with Loz S| .Lng,g lazw at investing in energies We publicized this sport, &yazdl OWaedl o szl 09 ud=oll W=l (8
hobby of driving and I returned to work in international standards &b oS asds £+ JS and capabilities of young and we organized races 0> aowld o) aims 9 awdlol) Lawl o5

modifying cars. In the
United States, there

the Kingdom in the
field of my academic

and according to the
type and category of

A oo ST Gulasll sac
Sl @l bgiw Lali

men in a safe manner,
and this is the main

within formal circuits
equipped with safety

ol ,Laly .8gilly el o
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are companies and specialty. However, car. These standards Jby 5o VY e agsloll objective of the project. and security measures ac,ully dgall o 2y50ll wlalbuwdl pudais e
workshops specialized my passion triumphed are determined by car o lowws> ol (50 “As land is available in accordance with Flwg @dlo] go 6,Lwd) | Jgall Blas J| Ly <las,Vlg
in modifying cars, eventually when I had the  clubs and organizations Qo> asladVl day,> just outside the city’s international standards. 2ldg @oMowd) adlo| olol Saoasioll

in addition to the
automobile clubs that

care about the process

opportunity to establish
this technical workshop
at the Dirab Motor Sport

that are accredited in
the developed countries.
They regulate matters
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borders, the Saudi
government was
considering the launch
of a new systematized
project to facilitate

the motor racing

sport. When the Saudi
Automobile Federation

Al-Sudairy continues:
“The most important
investment of the
circuit is in preparing
the Saudi youth to be
able to organize and
manage motor racing.
We have trained a

®

Racing is a
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reference, and we started

risk team trained in the

ey arow,Jl wlp=ll cp=il studying the project. Kingdom of Bahrain and
Aol ayg ayle, (] bo As it was the first of its at the Yas Circuit in Abu
oo wload) ol kind in the region, the Dhabi. Our risk devices
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project took a long time to
materialize. The project
was inaugurated in 2012.
The park occupies 1.7
million square meters
and was built at a cost of
SAR 30 million. We began

are among the best in
the world as certified

by the international
organizations. These
devices can be used to
slice the car and eject
the driver in less than -

Different A sport that
carsand a w29 @daVl s w)>g was established under team of employees in is widely
Epeithat wally o Lolg,S JMaiwl the leadership of Mr. specialized schools and __m_imlrefl
gg::;:g]te @l AY oo ggoxo gl Meshal Al-Sudairy, academies, and today, N ors
any other LRSI motor sports began to we are proud to have ey

Balizo Oljlw 8,8l 0Vl aol aa) have an official point of a highly professional
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SPORT

racers’ vehicles onto the
racetrack, and to ensure
that the drivers adhere
to safety measures such
as wearing the helmet,
fastening the seat belt
and other requirements.
My job gave me the
chance to practice

my favorite hobby by
engaging in training

to drive sports cars. I
would not be able to
afford this otherwise
because of the high cost
of sports cars. In fact,
there are about eight
university colleagues
who share the same job
and hobby with me.”

Standards and
safety

What are the standards
and specifications that
apply to modified cars?
Is it not dangerous to
modify the engine power
to 1500 horsepower

037 ‘ flynas
wulitin

(hp) while the weight

of the vehicle is 800
kilograms? How can the
modification be done?

Mr. Said Hijazi is
the Director of a car
modifying company,
which is the winner
of several local and
regional awards in
competitions in the art of
modifying cars. Winner
of the Prince Mohammed
bin Fahd Award for
three consecutive years,
the company has also
been a participant in
the ‘Driven’ television
program on the MBC
Action channel.

Hijazi explains the
reasons for modification
and its objectives by
saying: “People modify
cars to get a sense of
acquisition, excellence
and originality and for
trading. There are those
who seek to modify the

&

The
modifications
to automobiles
must be done

in accordance
with regulations
specified by

the sporting
authorities.
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old classic cars, which
cost large sums of money
because they have to
be upgraded to keep
pace with the power
and speed requirements
while maintaining the
classic shape. Some
of them modify “off
road” vehicles to get
increased power and
higher speed, while the
young car racers usually
look for a modification
that achieves maximum
speed in order to
participate in the circuit
races and tournaments.”
Hijazi revealed that
there are no strict
specifications and

®

glalg

standards for modifying
the shape or strength
of a vehicle, but the
traffic department
prohibits any substantial
amendments because
of a lack of regulations,
laws and standards. In
most cases, the change
is qualitative and done
according to the mood
of the owner of the car,
while in other countries
there are clubs and
institutions to regulate
such matters.

Mr. Khalid Waleed
Al-Deriaan, owner of
a workshop famous for
modifying cars, says:
“in my childhood, I was -

Said Hijazi:
Automobile
modifications show
innovation and
creativity
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His Highness
Prince Saud bin
Turki is one of
the admirers

of modified car
racing sport
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At the Dirab Motor
Sport Park, we met Mr.
Hattan Al-Abbadi, a
motorcyclist who works
in the Royal Guard.
Al-Abbadi spoke about
the important role of

such sports complexes
in nurturing the talents
of enthusiasts. “I began
driving the regular
motorcycles (with a
group of friends) on

the streets and roads
as there were no
specialized circuits for

car or motorcycle racing.

With the increased risk
on the roads, and the
launch of Dirab Park,
we began practicing
our hobby inside the
sports complex. I must
also mention that my
group, which includes
eight other colleagues
contestants in the Royal
Guard, has received a
lot of care and support
from the Royal Guard
itself; they bought
eight motorcycles for
us and supported us

in the circuits and the
competitions which we

participated in.”

Mr. Sami Naif
Al-Derman, another
motorcyclist, says that
the circuits provided
him with a safe place
in terms of safety
requirements. “I
modified my motorcycle
to comply with the
terms of the competition
and the corresponding
category. I am charmed
by my modified
motorcycle which
enhances my spirit of
adventure and fun.”

Mr. Mansour Saleh
Al-Freihi, a university
student, explains how
he fulfilled his desire
to be part of the sport.
“Being a lover of motor
sports, I first worked
as a volunteer in this
field in 2009, then I
worked as a part-time
employee in the Dirab
Motor Sport Park by
working on weekends.
This helped me earn
an income to pursue
my university study. In
my job, I'm responsible
to monitor the entry of -
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Some
modifications
may be very
dangerous
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the United Kingdom
(UK), and the United
States of America
(USA). Similarly, road
fatalities in KSA have
increased over the last
decade from 17.4 to 24
per 100,000 population
compared with 10 in
the US, and five in the
UK, where road safety
is taken more seriously,
and all primary and
secondary preventive
measures are strictly
implemented. Saudi
Arabia reportedly

has higher number of
deaths from road traffic
accidents among the
high-income states
(accident to death
ratio is 32:1 against
283:1 in the US), and
is considered to be the
country’s main cause
of death for 1630--year-
old males. Road traffic
~ accidents are a major
health hazard, with 19

oM | F Iymg

. killed daily, and four
- injured every hour in
. KSA.

Over the past two

. decades, 86,000 people

have lost their lives in

' road accidents in KSA.

This number is higher

. than the combined

fatalities of the wars

. of Argentina, Western

- Sahara, India-Pakistan,
' the Gulf War, the civil

. war in Nepal, and

. the war of Croatia’s

- independence, which

~ add up to 82,000.

' Modern facilities
- With increasing road

| fatalities becoming a
major problem, the

. authorities felt the

| need to facilitate and

. rationalize the sport of
car racing, which was

. sometimes practiced

| by young men who

- considered the streets
asa racing circuit.

. With official support,
. sports complexes
. such as the Reem

International Circuit

. and the Dirab Motor

Sport Park sprang up in

. the country. The Reem

Circuit is a motorsport

~ venue in Riyadh, located

76 kilometers west of

| the city on Hejaz road
 Exit 11, and the Dirab

' Park is located 30 km

. away from central

. Riyadh, on a primary

- asphalt road that links
' the new and old Makah
. highways. The Dirab

Motor Sport Park is

. amulti-disciplinary

sports park, the first of

- its kind in the Middle

East, that serves

motorsport enthusiasts;
. it works on developing

' the motorsport in

. KSA by establishing

| academies, schools and
. training courses and

5 programs. -
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The Kingdom
is among
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At the traffic light, on my right is a pickup truck, but its tires rise so large

that they are higher than the roof of my car. On my left is an Audi, a

model from 1976 that | remember very well. Once the light turned green,

the Audi raced ahead, accelerating with a terrifying noise while the pickup

truck waddled along the asphalt like the Titanic in the waters. The ‘sport’

of modified car racing has become a passion for many young men in Saudi
Arabia. Flynas Magazine explores the secrets of this sport.

modified car

is a passenger

wehicle that
has been substantially
modified in one of two
ways: the vehicle may
be altered to improve
its performance, often
by altering or replacing
the original engine and
transmission; or, the
vehicle’s appearance may
be changed to make a
personal style statement
so that it looks different
and unlike any delivered
from the factory.

Modified car racing,

also known as Modified
racing or Modified, is a
type of auto racing that
involves purposely-built
cars racing against each
other on oval tracks.
First established in
the United States after
the end of World War
11, this type of racing
was characterized
by its participants’
modification of
passenger cars in
pursuit of higher speeds,
giving the sport the
name it is known by
today. .

Understanding the
sport
Flynas Magazine visited
the Dirab Motor Sport
Park and met a number
of young men who
practice this hobby to
gain more knowledge
about modified car
racing.

His Highness Prince
Saud bin Turki, who
was participating in one
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of the competitive races
in the Formula circuit
at the Dirab Motor
Sport Park was the first
enthusiast we met. “I
began to practice my
hobby like any other
young man who is fond
of driving cars on the
roads and streets of the
city, then we (a group
of young men) decided
to develop this hobby
by participating in
the local race circuits.
After that we moved to
compete in the regional
race circuits through
the Dirab Motor Sport
Park, which had
worked to organize
competitions and raise
the standards of the
sport to those adopted
in developed countries.”
Prince Saud believes
that this hobby is like
other exciting sports
that rely on competition
as an incentive and on
passion and fun that
appeal to the soul; it
is like the passion for
hunting and falconry
or the fondness for

&

Khalid
Waleed
Al-Deriaan:
My passion
for this sport
began since
the days of
my study in
America
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Arabian horses. The
sport of modified car
racing is based on
the anticipation of
participants about
innovative modifications
to achieve new records
of power and speed.

He pointed out
that the aim of the
modifications is to give
more power and speed,
but they are supported
by additional safety
measures, that enable
enthusiasts to enter
competitions according
to the category of
the vehicle. The
modifications and safety
features are subject to
global standards and
specifications. Citing an
example, Prince Saud
said his car, a Nissan
GT-R, is equipped
with an air umbrella
to reduce speed in the
event of an emergency.

Road traffic fatalities
in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia (KSA) account
for 4.7 percent of all
mortalities, as against
1.7 percent in Australia, -
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factory from its founding until
the duke’s death in 1740 were
heavily influenced by Japanese
porcelain in particular.

Arabian ceramics

Just about the time of the Arab
conquests (about 600700- AD),
potters began to use metal-
based glazes on their pots to
make what became known as
lusterwares. Therefore, Islamic
pottery looks very different from
the Roman pottery that came
before. Lusterwares are a type
of pottery or porcelain with

a metallic glaze that gives the
effect of iridescence, produced
by metallic oxides in an over-
glaze finish. In making
lusterwares, the second firing is
given at a lower temperature in
a “muffle kiln” or reduction kiln,

which excludes oxygen.

This way of glazing pottery
had been invented in West Asia
during the Roman Empire,
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but Roman potters did not use
the technique widely. Glass
glazes became much more
popular during the early Abbasid
empire (about 800 AD), as a
way of imitating white Chinese
porcelain. Traders were bringing
Chinese porcelain west to sell
in Baghdad, but it was very
expensive and the local knockoffs
were cheaper. Islamic potters
then began to experiment with
lots of different glazes, often
painting one color over another,
and sometimes firing the pottery
more than once.

Lusterwares were also
developed at Raqqa, after
the Fatimid collapse in Egypt
(1171), which until then
had been the only center of
lusterwares production. When
the Mongols conquered Central
Asia and China in the 13th
century AD, there was more
trade between West Asia and
China. Chinese pottery again
became fashionable in West Asia,
and a lot of West Asian pottery
began to copy Chinese colors and
patterns.

European saga
Kings, princes and nobles all
around the world were mad about
ceramics and wanted to learn the
secrets and mysteries surrounding
the art. For example, the King
of Poland, Augustus II (whose
nickname meant ‘the strong’), was
determined to unlock the secrets of
ceramics. In 1701 he rescued the
young alchemist Johann Friedrich
Bottger, who had fled from the court
of the King of Prussia, Fredrick I,
after failing to live up to a boast of
producing gold for the King.
Augustus imprisoned Béttger
and tried to force him to reveal
the secret of manufacturing
gold. Bottger’s transition
from alchemist to potter was
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orchestrated as an attempt to
avoid the impossible demands of
the king. Being an alchemist by
profession rather than a potter
gave Bottger an advantage.
He realized that the current
approaches, which involved
mixing fine white substances
like crushed egg shells into clay,
would not work. Rather, his
approach was to attempt to bake
clay at higher temperatures than
had ever before been attained in
European kilns. That approach
yielded the breakthrough that
had eluded European potters for
a century. For almost 10 years
the formula for this porcelain
remained a zealously guarded
secret within the confines of the
walls of the Abbrechtsburg Castle.
The Vincennes porcelain factory
was established in 1740 in
the disused royal Chateau de
Vincennes, in Vincennes, east
of Paris, which was from the
start the main market for its
wares. The entrepreneur in
charge at first, Claude-Humbert
Gérin, established workshops
and employed craftsmen from
the Chantilly factory after the
death of the Duke of Bourbon.
Notable defectors from Chantilly
were the debt-ridden brothers
Gilles and Robert Dubois, one a
sculptor, the other a painter. When
early trial pieces were shown
to the marquis du Chatelet, he
arranged with Orry de Fulvy,
brother of a superintendent of
royal buildings, that a factory
be set up in the premises of
the disused royal chateau
to manufacture a brilliantly
white soft-paste porcelain.
Meanwhile, the Chinese
manufacturing secrets
for porcelain were revealed
by the Jesuit Father Francois
Xavier d’Entrecolles in 1712,
and published in 1735. One -5
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ingredient for porcelain was
kaolin; the porcelain factory
of Meissen, near Dresden, was
taking advantage of the first kaolin
deposits identified in Europe, but
hard-paste porcelain in France had
to wait for the first French kaolin,
discovered near Limoges later in
the 18th century.

In 1756 the Vincennes porcelain
factory shifted to new premises
at Sévres, west of Paris. It
functioned there until 1759, when
— with the enterprise threatening
to go bankrupt — King Louis XV
bought it outright, initiating
the glory of the world-renowned
Seévres porcelain.
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eramic art may take the

form of artware, tile,

figurines, sculptures
and tableware. In archaeology,
ceramic artifacts play an
important role in determining
a period’s art, culture and
technological skills. Historically,
there was an element of mystery
in ceramic art and craftsmen
were imprisoned and sometimes
even executed to keep the secrets
of the trade. Ceramic art is also
marked by thefts and counterfeits
sometimes involving big business
interests.

The 3-step firing process
The earliest ceramics made by
humans were pottery objects,
made from clay, either by itself
or mixed with other materials
like silica, hardened and sintered
in fire.

Firing clay transforms it from

into

dominated the production of ceramics.
Indeed the very name ‘china’ is a term
for ceramics, particularly porcelain,
because for many centuries the
country was the origin of the
world’s finest ceramics. Porcelain
is a well-vitrified ceramic that
is usually composed of a type
of clay called kaolin and other
ingredients.
Kaolin is named after a hill
in China called Kao-ling, from
which it was mined for centuries.
It is a very special type of soil
that turns into mud when mixed
with water. and the resultant
dough is hard yet pliant, solid yet
light. This was the first secret
of porcelain, which the Chinese
were exceptionally good at. They used
the product to charm a world that
was unable to imitate them. Although
proto-porcelain wares existed dating
from the Shang Dynasty (1600-1046
BC), by the time of the Eastern Han

its humble, soft beginnings into a the kiln Dynasty period (206 BC — 220 AD),
new substance, ceramic. Firing is again glazed ceramic wares had developed
the process of treating clay (and for the into porcelain.

Jewl Juai
ebd Ui Eventually, the technology of
Y]

SlNgall giilo porcelain production spread to other

glazes) to a high temperature with third firing
the aim of ‘maturing’ them which (glaze firing), which

means achieving the optimum continues until the kiln The price areas of East Asia. It is thought
melting level. The resulting reaches about 850°C in order of some that Koreans first started to make
ceramics are tough, strong, and to bring the clay and glazes to o ;‘f{,?a”;'fs porcelain ceramics during the time of
very similar in some ways to maturity. Then the ware is cooled THE CHOICE amount to the Song Dynasty (9601279-).

OF THE CLAY millions of
stone. Pieces of pottery have and ready to use. dollars The porcelain production in

survived for thousands of years.
Firing is usually done in

three steps. The first firing is

to put the prepared clays in

the kiln. Firing continues until

the kiln reaches about 1000°C.

At this temperature, the pot

has sintered, making it less

fragile while still porous enough

to accept the application of glazes.
Then comes the second firing,

which continues until the kiln

reaches about 1380°C, giving the

bisqueware a white color and

gloss. After this firing, glazes are

applied to the bisqueware. Once

dry, the ware is carefully loaded
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The colors in glazes are derived
from the clay, slips, stains or
underglazes below them. Most
ceramic colors, however, are a
result of metallic oxides being
dispersed in the fabric of the
glaze itself. For example, chrome
oxide can yield a variety of colors:
red, yellow, pink, brown, and
especially green, while cobalt is
an extremely powerful colorant
that almost always produces an
intense blue.

From China and Korea to
Japan
For many centuries China

MAKES ALL THE
DIFFERENCE IN

THE QUALITY OF
CERAMICS
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Japan started later. It was not

until the 17th century that the
Japanese made porcelain. Japanese
artists developed their own style

of porcelain emphasizing aesthetic
qualities of a natural ‘organic earthy’
feeling, simplicity, and austerity.

Art historians often point out that
Japanese ceramics became renowned
the world over after the invasion of
Korea by Japan from 1592 to 1598 in
what became known as the seven-
year war. When the Japanese forces
finally left the Korean peninsula,
they kidnapped several thousand
potters of the Joseon Dynasty to bring
home as war trophies. Ironically, &
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MYSTERY

OF M U D’ Silk and spices are known to have played a major role in connecting the
East and West. Lesser known is the fact that ceramic (porcelain) too played
ART AN D a complementary role in building the ‘Silk Road’ itinerary, combining
BEAUTY innov.atio.n and value on o.ne sidg and the déily negd on the qther. How the
combination of mud and fire delivers beautiful artifacts remained a mystery

for long, but continues to wow us even in the age of information when that
knowledge is out in the open. 5
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I call upon the
officials, decision-
makers and citizens
to consider the
establishment of
voluntary associations
and committees that
may help to preserve
our green areas. We
desperately need
to increase the size
and scale of green
areas in the Kingdom
considering their
impact on several
aspects of our
lives, including the
production of food
and the beauty of our
national landscape.

Our increasing
awareness of
desertification and
water shortage
must lead to greater
cooperation among all
segments of society
to work together
to preserve our
environmental identity.
In the developed
world, environmental
authorities have
addressed such issues,
and the environment
has become one of
the main concerns
of governments;
they know that the
environment is owned
and shared by everyone,
and this issue is even
accentuated by all the
monotheistic religions
and norms.

Let us hope that
this perceptive man’s
insights are heard and
his passion to preserve
it wins positive results
for the society and
future generations. m
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Major infractions
Q: What are the most
notable violations
that have affected the
Kingdom’s vegetation?

A: I think that the
environmental violations
seen in the Kingdom are
simple if we compare
them with those in
countries that have
strict environmental
monitoring laws and
mechanisms, but
still suffer dangerous
and hard-to-manage
environmental
pollution affecting
their green areas.

The infractions that
cause the deterioration
of vegetation in the
Kingdom are easy to fix.
For example, the urban
expansion seen in some
of the rural or small
agricultural areas is
easy to address and this
can be done by concerted
efforts and collaboration
between the Ministry

of Municipal and Rural
Affairs, the Ministry

of Agriculture and the
competent authorities
that are concerned with
the environment.

We also experience
the widespread
phenomenon of over-
logging in pastoral areas
for entertainment and
recreation purposes.

We have illogical ratios
about timber cutting for
domestic use or export.
What makes it more
surprising is that it
happens in spite of our
knowledge about the
scarcity of our green
areas. It is important
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to pay more attention
to this disturbing

issue because the
over-logging menace
continues despite the
recent efforts of the
Ministry of Agriculture,
the enactment of strict
laws and the imposition
of fines and punitive
measures against
offenders.

I therefore urge the
decision-makers to
implement effective
measures to control
these violators because
timber cutting is the
prime factor behind
the further decline
of vegetation in the
Kingdom from is
naturally low levels.

In addition to that, we
must know that the
wrong pastoral activity
is another reason behind
the shrinkage of plant
cover in the Kingdom.

Easy solutions
Some may ask about the
alternative solution and
importance of restitution.
Without doubt, the
solution is to adopt an
ideal methodology to
sustain and increase
the size of our green
areas. We must do this
by strengthening the
awareness about the
problem in various
segments of the society,
by redoubling efforts
to modernize our
plantations and by
adopting measures to
treat the calcareous soil,
which is widely prevalent
in the Kingdom.

It is important to use
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scientifically proven
ways to address the
problem because the
Kingdom’s environment
is sensitive and
vulnerable to climatic
changes as well as
changes caused by
human intervention.
Another solution is
to develop and sustain
the rare plants in the
Kingdom by conserving

their genes, ensuring The infractions that

cause the deterioration

that their lifecycle is

not threatened and of vegetation in the
by replanting them. Kingdom are easy to
We must monitor the fix”

environment-related

\ allase ALwVl

Mr. Abdullah

Mackny

activities of the
secretariats of regions
and municipalities,
which often try to
manage these affairs
without consulting the
professionals in the
field. Unfortunately,
this is what has been
happening in most of
the municipalities: they
implement projects
that destroy large parts
of our agricultural
heritage.

Q: What about the

role of voluntary
organizations in that
regard?

A: Unfortunately, we
have only one voluntary
organization in the
Kingdom, which is the
Saudi Environmental
Society in Jeddah. I
personally addressed
the Ministry of Social
Affairs, the Presidency
of Meteorology &
Environment and the
Ministry of Agriculture
regarding the

adoption of a number
of committees and
voluntary associations
to preserve the
environment. However,
until today, the matter
has not been taken
seriously, despite the
impending danger that
may affect all of us. -
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on Environment
and Development
(UNCED).

It is worth
mentioning that
several hectares of
vegetation in Al Baha
and Asir areas were
destroyed for the sake
of imprudent projects
such as the expansion
of forest roads. Some
forest roads are more
than 20 meters wide,
which is incompatible
with the beauty of our
forests. The expansion
of these forests roads
was carried out at the
expense of rare trees
in Al Baha and Abha
(such as the juniper
trees), and also by
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destroying a wide area
of the plant cover.

Thus it is clear that
there is shrinkage in
the total green area of
the Kingdom because
of these projects and
because of the over-
logging that destroys
our nature.

Q: Through your
activity and
membership of the Arab
Union for Sustainable
Development and
Environment you
strive to improve plant
cover, especially in

the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. What are your
plans in this regard?
A: “We as a group of
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Actions to
increase public
awareness of
the dangers of
desertification
are needed
urgently

activists or friends

of the environment

are cooperating with
the professionals on
one side and with the
responsible official
bodies on the other side.
We monitor the changes
in the environment,

try to publish them

in the media and
promote the concept

of environmental
education. However, the
biggest responsibility
for environment still
rests with the official
bodies, which are also
working hard, but

their achievements

fall short of the overall
satisfaction levels which
everyone aspires to.

Through our
interventions, we have
sought to strengthen
environmental
awareness in
communities by
establishing committees
of environmental
friendship in many
regions and provinces of
the Kingdom. We work
in close cooperation
with the Saudi
Environmental Society
at its headquarters in
Jeddah to encourage
the environmental
research and studies.

We work together
to find ways to control
environment abusers
or intruders through
the imposition of
fines and other
punitive measures
against violating
individuals, institutions
and companies.

Our ultimate goal
is to protect the
environment, which
belongs to all of us.

Through my articles
in the media, I have
been campaigning to
establish a unified
database that will help
prepare the necessary
legislation to protect the
environment.
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“We as a group of activists
or friends of the environment
are cooperating with the
professionals on one side and
with the responsible official
bodies on the other side.”
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the country’s floristic
elements are found in

these areas.

The vast Saudi
landscape is composed
of a variety of habitats
such as mountains,
valleys, sandy and rocky
deserts, meadows, salt
pans and lava areas. In
a broad geographical
sense, Saudi Arabia
can be divided into
two distinct zones:
the rain-fed highlands
of the western and
southwestern regions
and the vast arid and
extra arid lands of the
interior. However the
Kingdom’s soil is mostly
calcareous because the
country does not receive
heavy rains that can
wash away the calcium
carbonate. As a result of
these circumstances the
Kingdom’s environment
is considered to be
fragile, which means
that it is sensitive to
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any change, whether
caused by human
activity or natural
conditions.

Flynas Magazine
met Mr. Abdullah
al Mackny, a writer,
an environmental
activist and a member
of the Arab Union
for Sustainable
Development and
Environment in order to
monitor the proportion
of vegetation in the
Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and pan-Arab
World, and to find
the reasons behind
the reduction of plant
cover and recommend
the solutions for
the problem of
desertification in
general. Below are
the excerpts from
our interview with al
Mackny.
Q: As an environmental
activist, how do you
read the current
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Preservation
of the
environment is
areligious and
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numbers regarding the
ratio of plant cover in
the Kingdom and the
Arab world?

A: The Arab world
stretches across more
than 13 million square
kilometers. The Asian
part is called the
Mashreq and constitutes
28 percent of the Arab
world, while the North
African part is known
as the Maghreb and
constitutes 72 percent.
Unfortunately, more
than 77 percent of the
land in the Arab region
is dry. Plant cover does
not exceed 6 percent

in most Arab countries
including the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia and
Egypt. When we talk
about the Kingdom in
particular, we find a
clear contraction in the
green area, adding to
the desert nature and
prolonged periods of low
rainfall in the country.

Q: During your work

as an environmental
activist, did you notice
an annual reduction in
the plant cover?

A: Yes. The official
reports show that there
is a decline in the plant
cover year after year

in the Arab world. The
annual rate of decline is
around 1.1 percent, but
there is slight variation
in the official estimates
provided by the
Ministry of Agriculture
and the Presidency

of Meteorology and
Environment. So we (as
environmental activists)

need to work as one
team, and we urgently
need to develop an
informative database
in order to be aware of
the changes happening
in the Kingdom’s
environment. For
example, we all know
that sandstorms and
urban growth have
clear effects on green
areas and we have

to know whether the
randomness of projects
in some rural areas
has the same effect.
The available reports

indicate that the yearly —»
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“The vast Saudi landscape
is composed of a variety of
habitats such as mountains,
valleys, sandy and rocky
deserts, meadows, salt pans

and lava areas.”
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b - ‘S Arabia
( hosts
one of the most
diverse floras

of this region.
fln addition

to naturally
= growing plants,
> the influences of
. * _athe floras from
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enriched Saudi
: Arabia’s plant

7 _ diversity.
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The connec}ion between humans and nature are
% well known since the beginning of civilization. The< "
basic human needs such as food, clothing, shelter,
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wild plants,
the number of
species occurring

in a square

kilometer area is ¢

+ less significant,

especially in the
. central, eastern
\ and northern
regions. The
northwestern

and southwestern
regions are rich
in vegetation

and contain the
highest number
of species. About
70 percent of -
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As such, the collection
preserves and presents
all aspects of art,
including extraordinary
manuscripts, scientific
instruments, carpets,
jewelry, ceramic,
metalwork, and wood
and glass collectibles.

It now includes more
than 30,000 pieces from
the full geographic and

067

chronological range of
the Islamic world, from
Spain to China, and
covering a period of 13
Islamic centuries (7th to
19thcentury AD).

The al-Sabah
Collection is rich in
manuscripts and folios
from the Islamic world.
Many copies of the
Quran can be found in

the collection. These
range from a double page
from one of the earliest
such manuscripts, copied
in the second century

of Islam in a distinctive
vertical script known

as ‘Hijazi’ to a superbly
decorated, large format
manuscript signed by

a famous calligrapher
from Shiraz.
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The
museum'’s
architecture
serves its
purpose well

The two
museums
host the most
important Islamic
antiquities in

Kuwait
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Distinctive
and rare
collections
that tell the
history of
Kuwait

The collection also
includes an Umayyad
pottery oil lamp, which
prided itself on the
calligraphy in its early
stages. On this pottery,
we can read the phrase
indicating it is a work of
Yazid ibn Suhaib Jerash
in the year 99 Hijri. The
letters are not just a
calligrapher’s signature;
it is a combination of
geometrical and angular
attributes.

We move on to the
12th and 13th centuries,
when calligraphy
entered some parts of
the Muslim world. We
compare two ceramic
jars — one from Egypt
and the other from
Iran. In the first jar, the
elongated Arabic script
involves the body of the
jar, stretching from the
middle to almost reach
the neck in a daring
work of fine art, while
the line in the second jar
is isolated on the neck
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of the jar, and no link is
found between the letters
and the body of the jar.
The al-Sabah
Collection is also rich
in ceramics, covering
the range of different
techniques used by
potters of the Islamic
world from the earliest
period through to the
19th century. Among
the well-known types
of Islamic pottery are
various large and small
bowls and jars from Iran,
Iraq, Syria and Turkey.
It is nice to say
that the al-Sabah
Collection, which
includes collectibles
that represent the
full chronological and
geographic spread
of the Islamic world,
acts as an ambassador
representing the Islamic
civilization between
the east and west; an
ambassador of peace and
art, in an era plagued by
war and destruction. =
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management refused to
buy it. In the following
year, Ali sold the door to
an antiques dealer who
owned shops and stores
in el-Moski in Cairo.
When the late Arabist
Max van Bergkamp saw
the door, he recognized
its originality. Then the
door was sold to Archer
Milton Huntington,
who was the founder
and the first director of
the Hispanic Society of
America, established
in 1905. The door

then found its way

to New York, where

it was displayed for

a short period at the
headquarters of the
assembly. Mr. Rajab
bought the door and
brought it to the
museum in Kuwait in
1993. Serious research
and archaeological
comparison between the
door and the remains
of the Madrasa proved
its homology with the
main entrance of the
Khangqah.
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The founder’s
journey

Tareq Rajab Museum’s
collections, accumulated
over 50 years, highlight
a remarkable and
overwhelming love of
Islamic collectibles that
show the evolution of art
in our civilization.

Mr. Rajab talks about
the beginnings of the
museum’s journey (in
one of his books that
documents the treasures
of his museum). “Many
visitors ask me about
the reason behind
collecting all these
artifacts. The answer
is not as easy as the
question, because luck
had a major role in the
path of my life and my
museum. I grew up in a
family passionate about
science and education,
which encouraged me
to read at a very early
stage. I liked sitting
with my master Omar,
who was a scholar and
calligrapher, to watch
him while he was busy
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A museums’
value is
derived from
the value of
its exhibits
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producing his beautiful
calligraphy.

“I remember that
among the many of his
achievements is the
writing down of the text
books used in Kuwait’s
schools. My pleasure
was indescribable
when I was reading (in
his library) the Holy
Quran with its beautiful
ornaments”.

The allusion here is
to Mr. Omar Assem,
who became the first
headmaster of the
first Kuwaiti school in
1912 during the reign
of Sheikh Mubarak
Al-Sabah. It was Mr.
Assem who wrote
‘Kuwait’ in white over
the red background on
the first Kuwaiti flag,
and his handwriting
is still alive on the
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Saudi flag, which King
Abdulaziz bin Saud held
when he entered Najd.
Before we ended our
tour of the museum, we
looked at the musical
instruments, which were
suspended behind the
glass facade between the
museum’s ceiling and
floor. Most instruments
were relatively recent
(made between the 19th
and 20th centuries).
Syrian and Turkish
tambourine and
dulcimer, Indian and
African drum and guitar,
Moroccan and Persian
Ney, Egyptian and Iraqi
lute, images of the singer
and dancer are all part
of the museum. Through
all these instruments,
one could hear a tune
that started in Baghdad
in the 18th century
and crossed the borders

between the Byzantium
and Andalusia, and
continued to fly until the

15th century — a piece of
music that echoed across
the Arabic and Islamic
regions and wafted

from the east to the
west. I had a recurrent
dream about the
instrumentalist’s return
to the stage of life.

Dar al-Athar al-
Islamiyyah
Following the story of
Tareq Rajab Museum,
I also traced the birth
of Dar al-Athar al-
Islamiyyah (DAI),
meaning the House
of Islamic antiquities,
which includes
thousands of artifacts

that throw light on
Islamic history and a
shining civilization.

Amidst the flasks,
trays, pitchers and
vases, moving between
the candlesticks, pots,
inkwells, cups, and pens,
the works of engraving
and decoration, and
viewing the paintings,
molding, plating,
bloating, and drilling,
along with the arts of
weaving, and sealing,
the visitors of this house
can feel the cultural
history of Islam at
its best. It is a house
based in Kuwait, but it
is more like a Kuwaiti
ambassador for Islamic
Civilization.

DAl is a cultural
organization based
around the private art
collection owned by
Sheikh Nasser Sabah
al Ahmed al Sabah,
founder of The “al
Sabah Collection” and
his wife, DAI director
general and co-founder
Sheikha Hussah Sabah
al Salem al Sabah. Since
its inception in 1983,
DAI has grown from a
single focus organization
created to manage the
loan of the prestigious
al Sabah Collection of
art from the Islamic
world to the State
of Kuwait to become
an internationally
recognized cultural
organization.

Growth has not been
limited to the role of
the organization as
the owners continue to
enhance the collection.

The collectibles

in the museum
reflect the

ancient history
of Kuwait
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The museum
was built
using a
traditional
design
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future museum of their
own. They travelled
all over the Islamic
world and beyond to
Central and Southeast
Asia and the Far East,
collecting artifacts
and photographing
monuments, people,
their customs and
anything they believed
could be used and
exhibited in a museum.
As a result of their hard
work and research, they
were able to open their
museum to the public in
1980.

Originally a private
art collection, the
Tareq Rajab Museum
houses over 30,000
items collected by this
dynamic couple over the
last 50 years, 10,000
of which are now on
permanent display.
The museum contains
calligraphy, pottery,
metalwork, glass,
woodcarvings, costumes,
textiles, embroideries
and jewelry of the
Islamic world.

When you pass the
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Dar al-Athar
al-Islamiyyah
contains
artifacts of
utmost beauty

entrance of the museum,
the stairs take you to
a deeper level, as if
you're diving into the
heart of history, and
you find yourself in the
midst of creations that
preoccupied the minds
and engaged the hands
of artists and artisans
in different periods and
different regions.

Once you enter
the museum, you see
another door resting
on the right wall of
the entrance hall and

composed of two giant

leaves. These leaves are
completely identical;

the only difference
between them is in the
inscriptions, which are
engraved on the highest
and lowest parts of them
(the inscriptions begin
on one leaf and end on
the other).

“Orphans and the
needy are supporters
of the invaders and
mujahedeen...the
completion was in the
month of Rabi’ al-Awal,
in the year 788 of the
Hijri”. These words
were engraved along
the highest parts of
the two leaves, while
the inscriptions in the
lowest parts looked like
a signature “Glory to
our Lord Sultan King
al-Zahir Saif al-Din
Barquq”.

The Hijri date
corresponds to April
2, 1386 and refers to
the completion of the
Madrasa and Khangah
(orphanage) of Sultan
al-Zahir Barquq, which
is the threshold of Khan
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Dar al-Athar
al-Islamiyyah
displays rare
manuscripts
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al-Khalili area in “al-
Mu’izz Li-Dinillah,
the Fatimid Caliph”
Street. The Sultan
King Al-Zahir, who
ruled from 784

to 791 Hijri, was

the first Sultan of
the Mamluk Burji
dynasty.

This door to the
museum has its own
exciting story. At the
beginning of the 19th
century, the Madrasa
and Khangah had
become vulnerable
to plunder and were
destroyed; it was
impossible to think of
its restoration. The
decorative silver panels
had disappeared from
the front and back
surfaces of the door,
and by the second half
of 19th century, the
door had completely
disappeared from the
site.

The World’s
Columbian Exposition
in 1893, held to
commemorate the
400th anniversary
of Christopher
Columbus’s arrival in
the ‘New World’ in 1492,
dedicated a big pavilion
for Egypt. At this
pavilion, an artist
named Ali al-Shishi
offered the door for
sale; he claimed that
the door was an exact
imitation of one of the
original doors of the
Sultan Hassan mosque
in Cairo. The amount
of money he required to
pay for the door was so

high that the exhibition -
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MUSEUMS

AND A RICH CULTURAL
TAPESTRY

Kuwait, even as the modern state we know today was being established, spared no efforts in preserving its
historical, humanitarian and cultural heritage. Even before independence, foreign archaeologists were invited to
carry out excavations on its land and islands. When the Danish archaeologists came for excavation, they were

very confident about discovering antiquities that date back to the era of Alexander the Great.

No space is
wasted in Dar
al-Athar
al-Islamiyyah,
which tells us
about an era of
Islamic history

BY ASHRAF ABU AL-YAZID

he excavations

began on

the island
of Failaka in 1958 in
collaboration with the
staff of the Kuwait
National Museum.
Failaka is a Kuwaiti
island in northern
Arabian Gulf.

The discoveries
astonished the
archaeologists as under
every hill on the island
of Failaka there were
remains of cities that
did not belong just to
the era of Alexander the
Great, but extended to
the Bronze Age with its
three subdivisions: the
Early Bronze Age (3000-
2100 BC), the Middle
Bronze Age (21001600-
BC) and the Late Bronze
Age (16001200- BC).

These discoveries led
the scientists to the
unknown chapters of
the forgotten Dilmun
civilization. Dilmun
was an ancient
country mentioned
throughout the history
of Mesopotamia from
the 3rdmillennium
BC onwards. It is
regarded as one of the
oldest civilizations in
the Middle East. The
scholarly consensus
is that Dilmun
encompassed the
island of Bahrain, the
island of Failaka east
of Kuwait, Qatar and
the coastal regions
of the Eastern
Province of Saudi
Arabia.

Dilmun civilization
extended over the three

subdivisions of the
Bronze Age, and was
a contemporary of
Sumerian, Akkadian,
Babylonian and
ancient Egyptian
civilizations. Dilmun
was an important
trading center from
the late fourth
millennium to 800 BC.
At the height of
her power, Dilmun
controlled the
Arabian Gulf trading
routes. Dilmun was
very prosperous
during the first 300
years of the second
millennium. Stamp
seals were a dominant
feature of the Dilmun
culture; they were first
found in Bahrain and
then in abundance
at Failaka. Unique
among them are the
cylinder seals, which
were considered
as very precious
antiquities (some
pictures of the seals
were published in the
Al-Arabi magazine in
July 1972).

Tareq Sayed
Rajab and his
museum

Tareq Sayed Rajab
was the first Kuwaiti
to be sent abroad

to study art and
archaeology. While a
student in the United
Kingdom, he met his
future wife, Jehan
Wellborne, who from
her childhood was
interested in folklore,
particularly the art
and life of exotic

peoples and minorities.
They got married in
1955 and after their
return to Kuwait, Mr.
Rajab was appointed
the first Director
of the Department
of Antiquities and
Museums of Kuwait.
He resigned from
his post in 1969 and
teamed up with his
wife to open the New
English School for
Kuwaiti and expatriate
children. By then they
had already started
collecting material for a
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mark the Turkish
Republic Day.
The Turkish
leader Mustafa
Kemal Ataturk
had invited
foreign dignitaries
and local elite
to the evening
festivities. Among
the distinguished
invitees was the
Egyptian diplomat
Abd al-Malik
Hamza Bey. He
arrived dressed
in his formal
regalia topped off
by the symbol of
Egyptian (and, up
to 1925, Turkish)
officialdom — the
tarbush (fez).
Ataturk greeted
the Egyptian
representative
coldly and ordered
him to remove
the tarbush while
in his presence.
When Hamza Bey
hesitated, Ataturk
barked an order at
one of his servants
to demand from
the guest his
tarbush. The
Turkish officials
hurried to Hamza
Bey with the
request to put it
off, but he refused
and declared
that it was an
essential part of
his national attire.
Feeling insulted
by the officials, he
promptly left the
place. When the
reason for Hamza
Bey’s unexpected
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departure was
made public,

the Turkish and
Egyptian press —
the Daily Herald
in London too by
the way — took the
issue to another
level by dealing
with it as a
matter of national
dignity. While
some argued that
Egypt’s dignity
was violated

and asked for an
apology, others
claimed that no
such thing was
the case and that

Turkey would not
need to apologize
at all. At the end,
the two parties
managed to come
to an agreement
and the
incident passed
without serious
consequences.

In fact, the
importance
of tarbush
was so great
in Egypt that
many political
movements and
associations
to support the
Egyptian fez
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were founded,
such as ‘The
TarbushButton’
Association, ‘A
pile of money’
Association,
‘Tarbush Humane
Society’ and a
body called ‘Our
country’s fezzes
are the best
fezzes’. More than
that, a group

of young men
who described
themselves as
‘the liberal young
men group’ and
were students

at the Faculty of
Law, launched
‘the piaster
project’ to support
the economic
independence of
Egypt in 1932.

Ahmed Hussein,
a sophomore
at the College
of Law, issued
a statement
saying: “No one
can refrain from
buying the piaster
stamps because
volunteers are
assigned to stand
up against each
person who does
not have the
piaster stamp;
volunteers are
thousands and
thousands, so it
is better for every
citizen to pay.”
Thousandsof
volunteers
participated in the
campaign, which
was also blessed
by the political

“ The fez became a source of

inspiration for artists

They considered
it “a shame”

for Egyptians

to import the
national clothing
for their heads
from outside
Egypt and the
project was based
on the idea that
every Egyptian
citizen must
contribute one
piaster to help
build a factory to
make the fez in
the country.

The owner

the idea,

parties and the
government. The
government lent
the military music
teams and the
singers’ concerts
to support the
campaign.

The project
earned about
17,000 pounds
in the first year,
and about 13,000
pounds in the next
year, leading to
the establishment
of a fez factory in
the Abbasid area
in 1933. =
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fez is usually made :

of pressed wool
(felt) and is found
in Libya, Tunisia,
Algeria and
Morocco; it looks
like a boater more
than a frustum
and it has a long
black tassel (its
length exceeds

the length of the
original fez), while
in Levant and
Egypt, the fez is
made of broadcloth
(affixed to a
frustum-shaped
base).

WHO OWNS THE
FEZ?

It is generally
agreed that the fez
was an extension
to the Islamic
turban as it is
Sunnah to wear a
turban. Wearing
the fez was very
popular in the
Muslim world,
especially among
those who held
official positions
in the state such
as the ministers
and senior
professionals

such doctors and
engineers, who
adopted the fez

as a costume.
Many of the feudal
lords and wealthy
people wore the
fez as a symbol of
their social status.
The University of
Al Quaraouiyinein
Fes, Morocco and
Maktab Anbar

in Damascus,
Syria presented
the fez to their
graduating
students.

The fez is worn
in different ways
to denote varying
moods of the
occasion. Wearing
it straight
means sobriety
and steadiness,

a tilt signals
recklessness and
challenge, and

a backward tilt
means joy and
confidence.

CELEBRITIES
WHO WORE THE
FEZ

Countless number
of celebrities
wore the fez.
Distinguished
figures who wore
the fez included
the King of
Morocco, Hassan
II, renowned
Egyptian Qari
Sheikh Abdul
Basit Abdul
Samad, the late
Egyptian King
Farouk, Egyptian
writers Taha
Hussein and Fikri
Abaza, Egyptian
leader late Saad
Zaghloul and poet
Ahmed Shawki.

THE TARBUSH
WAR

On October 29,
1932, a major
celebration

was held at the
Ankara Palace to &

éé People disagreed about the history
of the fez, but agreed that it was a
symbol of prestige and value®9
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The raw materials
of fez are felt for
the outer surface
of the cap, woven
straw for the
interior padding,
leather for the
interior headband
and silk for the
black tassel.

The making of
the fez requires
a unique skill
at each stage of
production. The
process starts
with solidly
sewing the interior
padding. Then a
strip of leather is
manually sewn
to fasten the felt
to the padding (it
also acts as an
anti-perspirant)
and it is affixed
by starch. After
completing the
fez, it is necessary
to be ironed by a
hot steam using
a special machine
with a prismatic
mold, and in the
final stage, a black
(or blue) tassel is
installed.

CONTROVERSY
OVER ORIGIN
The origins of
the fez, called
the tarbush by
the Moroccans,
are in dispute.
Some claim that
its origins are
ancient Greece;
others claim it
comes from the
Balkans. The wide
acceptance of the
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fez is attributed to
the wide influence of
the Ottoman Empire

¢ in the early 19th

century. In 1826
Sultan Mahmud

IT of the Ottoman
Empire suppressed
the Janissaries
and began
sweeping reforms
of the military.

His modernized
military combined
the Western style
uniforms with the
fez, with a cloth
wrapped around it.
In 1829 the Sultan

i ordered his civil

officials to wear the
plain fez, and also
banned the wearing
of turbans. The
intention was to
coerce the populace
at large to wear the
fez, and the plan
was successful.
Although tradesmen
and artisans
generally rejected
the fez, it became a
symbol of modernity
throughout the

¢ Near East, inspiring

similar decrees in
other nations (such
as Iran in 1873).
Consequently, the
demand for fez rose
sharply and skilled
fez makers had to be
induced to emigrate
from North Africa
to Constantinople,
where factories were
established in the
neighborhood of
Eyup. Styles soon

¢ multiplied, with
i nuances of shape,
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The Tunisian
Chechiais
characterized
by its long
tassel

height, material,
and hue competing
in the market. The
striking scarlet
and merlot colors
of the fez were
initially achieved
through an extract
of cornel. However,
the invention of
low-cost synthetic
dyes soon shifted
much of the hat
production to
the factories
of Strakonice in
the then Austrian
Empire (now
in the Czech
Republic.

With the
dissolution of
the Ottoman
Empire after
WWI, another
move towards
modernization —
this time looking
west — actually
made the fez
illegal in 1925
(Ataturk ended
fez-wearing in
Turkey in 1923).
Men who wore
the fez were
imprisoned. When
monarchies were
overthrown in
Iraq, Egypt, and
Libya, the fez was
condemned by
the new regimes.
President Gamal
Abdel Nasser
banned it in
Egypt in 1958.
Many men, for
the first time,
went bareheaded.
The decline of the
fez’s popularity

had its effect in
Morocco too. It

is rare to see a
young man, unless
he is a member

of the court or

has dressed for

a wedding or a
funeral, wearing

a fez.

TYPES OF FEZ
Today we can
distinguish three
types of fez:
Moroccan, Turkish
and Egyptian.

é6 o storyteller
without tarbush,
and no tarbush

without a tale 99

The Egyptian fez
is the longest at
17 centimeters,
circular in shape
and has a bottom
wider than the
top. The Turkish
fez is identical
to the Egyptian
fez in shape,
but it is only 10
centimeters long.
The Moroccan fez
is the shortest at 9
centimeters.
The red color of
the fez ranges
between bright
red, which is
usually used for
young people, and
dark red, which is
usually used for
the elderly.

The Moroccan -
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MEN with
RED
CROWNS

Every nation has its costume, and each
costume has a unique story. From the, costume
of a place, we can extract the story of an

entire nation, as lbn Khaldun states in his book
Mugaddimah (Introduction). For example, the
Chinese were known by their production of silk,
Mongols by their wool, Russians by their fur,
and so on.

Iy

0, what
about
the fez?

Where did it
come from? How
did it become

a costume in
many countries?
Why did some
communities
consider it an
integral part

of a man’s
personality

so much so

that they were
inseparable
until death (the
fez was placed
on the coffin of
its owner)?

What is the
fez?

The fez, as well
as its equivalent,
the tarbush, is a
felt headdress.
There are two

types fez: one
in the shape

of a truncated
cone made of
red felt and the
other a short
cylinder made
of kilim fabric.
Both
usually have
a tassel attache
to the top. The
tarbush and
the modern

fez, which is
similar, owe
much of their
development and
popularity to the
Ottoman era.

The name fez
comes from the
Moroccan city of
the same name.
Fez, Morocco
produced the
dye, made from
crimson berries,
to color the hat. &
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Sayeed Alalawi

The hero of our story today is like that character in Hamdy
el-Gazzar’s novel, and in certain moments I felt that his passion for
photography is stronger than that of all others I have known or
read about.
Saeed Mohammed Al Alawi is a Saudi photographer who became famous
because of his hard worki and passion for photography; he is one of the few
Arab photographers who are well known in America and Europe.

Al Alawi says: “My relationship with the camera began when I was a
child; it was a simple camera but it made me a lover of photography. I was 16

years old when I purchased my first professional camera which was “Zenit’,
the Old Russian camera brand.”

Al Alawi adores human features so much that he made it his best theme;
he shoots pictures of people in different moods: when they feel good, sad,
angry, confident and so on. Al Alawi travels frequently to shoot pictures,
wandering across the country and surveying the surroundings through his
black camera, giving us a lot of life’s colors. Once in his studio, creativity
takes over, with Al Alawi engaging in making pictures that need special
professional skills in dealing with the lighting and fixed details.

“Do you know that photography strengthens the patriotism inside you?
When I take a photograph of a place in my country, I feel an intense sentiment
of love and belonging towards it; it always remains on my mind as a wonderful
painting, and that’s why I always feel that I owe a lot to my country!

“Today, I dedicate my experience to my country. I participate in the
ceremonies and functions to mark all its occasions and I do not hesitate to
accept any domestic request to deploy my craft to document the details of
this great nation,” he says.

Al Alawinow uses his knowledge and experience to train new photographers
and holds workshops on the art of photography. “As we all know, there
is no institutional entity that addresses the care of photographers in
the Kingdom, so I wish that there is a governmental association for this
profession. I assure you that I will put all my capabilities to ensure the
success of such a professional body.

“I spent many years taking photographs, and I will continue with this job
for the rest of my life without any regret.” m

A PASSION FOR THE LENS -
AND THE KINGDOM
In his novel Black Magic, Egyptian writer Hamdy el-Gazzar tells us about
a young man who was so entranced by his black camera that he could

not let it go out of his hand any time. He found in it the means to possess
-_ beauty and to assert himself.
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DID YOU
KNOW?

Select your preferred seat in advance of your
trip. Ensure friends and family are seated
together, or choose a premium seat with extra
legroom.

* Choose a window seat for a better view

» Select an aisle seat for easy access

* Upgrade to a premium seat for extra
legroom
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Save up to 50% on airport fees by adding your
excess baggage at the time of booking. One
bag of up to 20kg costs from only SARS50.
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Relax in style by adding Executive Lounge
access to your flight booking from just SAR55
per person.

Available in Dubai, Kuwait, Sharm El Sheikhand Abha
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Save time and hassle at the airport by
renting a car through flynas.com. We offer
the choice of all major and local suppliers so
you can choose the best deal, plus you can
. now read customer reviews and ratings for
Ol U each rental office.
Car Rental
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liedgo and benefit from our exclusive
deals on hotels and more on
flynas.com
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@ Pre-order up to 24 hours before you fly and
choose from our selection of hot meals,

/ sandwiches, wraps and salads at flynas.com.
Fresh Fruit Salad with water

. L. * Tuna Nicoise or Chicken Caesar Salad with
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On-Board Meals . Mexican Chicken, Tuna or Vegetarian Wrap,

or Chicken or Cream Cheese Ciabatta with

juice, salad and a dessert

Vegetarian or Chicken Biryani. or Mixed

Grill with juice, salad and a dessert

* Omelette breakfast with juice and a

fruit salad
Add one of our on-board meals to your next
flight booking for only SAR 25.
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Save up to 30% by adding a hotel to your
flight booking on flynas.com. Choose from
one of our carefully selected properties with
exclusive discounts only available if booked
with your flight.
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