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FLYINGTO
WHERE YOUR
HEARTS DESIRE

Days and seasons continue to pass and flynas remains a key
partner that always celebrates its guests who come to perform
Hajj or Umrah. flynas welcomes them on board and would like
to exchange congratulations and blessings with them. Make God
accept your intentions and prayers and we would also like to wish
you a Happy New Year.

Over 10 years flynas, the national carrier of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, has had the honor of transporting pilgrims and other visitors
to the Grand Mosque from more than 33 domestic and international
destinations and has achieved a special status in the hearts of the guests
of the Most Merciful.

There is no doubt that the establishment of flynas as the best carrier for
many travelers from all over, with a fleet of 27 aircraft completing 1,000
flights weekly, has enabled it to occupy a high position in the country and
become the second largest carrier of Hajj and Umrah pilgrims into the
Kingdom.

Dear travelers, from the moment you are sitting on your seats beside
pilgrims who are longing to see God’s honorable Kaaba and seeking to
perform their duty, all of us in flynas are working hard to provide the best
levels of service and all means of comfort through an integrated operation.
Our crew seeks to provide a completely safe and enjoyable trip while our
management works under immense pressure to plan Hajj and Umrah
flight operations that cover different continents including Africa and Asia.

flynas, the first low-cost carrier of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, has
extensive experience in Hajj and Umrah aviation and it has successfully
expanded its flights to different countries and regions. During the
2015/1436 pilgrimage season, we were able to transport more than 200,000
pilgrims from Africa, flynas had the honor to transport a similar number
of pilgrims, providing many solutions and alternatives by modifying some
flight programs and providing many pricing plans that suited all income
groups and brought them happiness.

Today as flynas enters its 11th year we can provide our guests with
various means to facilitate their Hajj through different booking channels
such as our website, mobile application or call center (920001234). These
options add to our reputation as the best choice for many travelers.

We always strive to be the best. We see nothing but success and we aim
at nothing but continuous development, and that’s why we could add to
our record of successes with a new award in 2017 — flynas was recently
awarded the Skytrax Best LCC in the Middle East.

Finally, we wish you a pleasant journey and pledge to deliver further
development and success.

We hope to see you many more times in the future. God bless you

Bandar Al-Muhanna
Chief Executive Officer of NAS Holding Group
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WELCOME ON BOARD! ; g

DEAR GUEST,

On behalf of the entire flynas family it gives me great pleasure
to welcome you onboard this flynas flight today. We know you
have a choice and we are delighted that you have put your
trust in us.

As you may have heard from our crew, flynas was recently
awarded the Skytrax Best LCC in the Middle East for 2017. This
is a fantastic accolade for a number of reasons, primarily because
it is awarded based on surveys and interviews undertaken by the
awarding body with the airlines’ guests. Obviously the feedback
received was sufficient to put us ahead of our competitors in the
region so from the whole flynas team a hearty Thank You — Sukran.
These awards delight and humble us at the same time and we vow
to keep the pressure on ourselves to meet and hopefully exceed your
expectations of us.

We are also in the period of the Hajj a most sacred and blessed
period and for many a once in a lifetime experience. Thankfully it
is now an annual experience for us transporting pilgrims for the
pinnacle of their religious life and we take this honor very seriously.
In some cases we need to change our schedules to accommodate this
and we apologise if your usual flight was not available but I am sure
you will bear with us.

In July we put our return to Beirut on sale and we are delighted
with the response to date. We will launch four flights per week from
Riyadh to Beirut with operations starting on 01 November. Once
again I must thank both you and our e-Commerce team. We have
now exceeded 1 million mobile APP downloads and are adding
services and improvements on a monthly basis to both our APP and
website. We believe this is important to you and this is shown to us
in that nearly 60% of all our business comes directly to us through
the internet. This is another manifestation that flynas and the
growing population of the Kingdom are in tune, so please tell your
friends that are missing out to get on their phones, tablets and fly. !

Our regular Guests will now be availing of the most generous
loyalty programme in the region nasmiles. If you are not a member
we strongly recommend you join up immediately as its free to join
and we have recently added the nasmiles Lounge at Terminal 5
in Riyadh which you can use your points and book online to relax
before your domestic departure from the nation’s capital.

That’s enough from me and I hope at this stage you are relaxed
and enjoying your flynas Award winning flight and that our expert
crew are keeping you safe and happy. I wish you a most pleasant
journey and thank you again for choosing flynas.

Paul Byrne
flynas CEO
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Ali Al-Ruzaiza: We talk to this important
international architect who has played
an important role in introducing Saudi
culture and heritage to the rest of the
world and learn about his story. 12
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Khorfakkan: This mystical place is the origin of

@ many mythological wonders and magical stories.
flynas explores this unique city, whose history dates

back around 4,000 years when its people traded with
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The book versus social media: The

5 2 smell of old paper, the sound of the pages
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Reem Jouk is a Turkish journalist
and translator who is involved in
many artistic and literary activities and
is interested in social engineering and
skills development. She has made many
social, charitable and developmental
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A Moroccan writer and poet,
Hafiz heads the International Guercif
Festival for poetry. He is interested
in popular languages, linguistics
and their development. He has
been involved in many local and
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May is a Lebanese journalist and
broadcaster. She is a very experienced
reporter and supports her assignments

with in-depth research. May earned
her Master’s degree from the Lebanese
University — Faculty of Information and
is currently preparing for her Doctorate

contributions. She writes in three
languages, Arabic, English and Turkish.
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OLiMeW Rl yuad)

:UWBaMallg o e

Oleaall pao el paoll

(_,m.l.oyl Y=V EV-EV- VTR

[-SEY-rymij| Aol paall

wd Ll - il e Gle alace
Cheif Editor

. LS
Josibuwl - Jga @y

Hani Nadeem

Creative Director
Hussain Mohamed Al-Bakri

Art Director
Emad Ali

gopitall pao
JSTEVNY

Olaall o pito

dolall OBMal 1yao
ity
ublasl iy

Project Manager

Bilal Al Mahaini

Sales Supervisor
Mohamed Fathi Ali

PR & Publishing
Manager
Bashar Al-Khammash

wMeVlg syleall “2g646” Juo (o YU ulpub 65 piy duoladl b ulub” dlao jauod

bWl o wAl ygay Lup q ulj lgodl i ol 2l 6ale] eioyg dudlollg &y hall bganl ilany elall Baololl jguollg 6 jguiiioll slgoll eras
WU ulpb @ly O:éJgPDJQH_O_}'Udl;ml(JQéJJ\ngcUU\ .

degree.

plall b pivall
ol jaiy

olall W pitall LU
S} W0

Rl pao
il g

General Supervisor
Bandar Al Hassan

Deputy General Supervisor
Musa Babhri

Managing Editor
Anas Al-Thunayan



Ul ulpab wuiSo
flynas head office

SAUDI ARABIA

Riyadh

Abi Bakr As Siddig Road -
Ar Rabi Dstrict

PO Box 305161
Tel: +966 11 434 9000
Call Centre:+966 9200 01234

n | flynas

) ¥

oV jaal 83232 Ulang

NEW ROUTES ON SALE NOW

WLYS W
BEIRUT

6 juowall Ujlewl (,le eMbMJ flynas.com 6)Uj 21
Visit flynas.com for great low fares

oU

ALEXANDF

>

1 MlMAN

Lslbui
QANTAKYA

) Ogp
BEIRUT

uloe

Al o pui

b I ° ' oo E . oo
Route Map

o I

Ll

a GURAYAT -
wagall m Q
e AL JOUF

pob Al

b
HARM EL-SHEIKI-.l- AL
Q Joui A
TABUK sl
8igaoll QGASSIM

Q MADINAH

vyl
wajlbJl QRIYADH i
Q TAIF

6an

JEDDAH

KHARTOUM

Jwlgall galg

sl Qw
VaLeana -

QUL
%ISHA
Wi
e ABHA

ulje

ADI ALDAWASIR

8 )9 4
SHARURAH




10

arrange the art scene
internally in order to
set our direction.
Al-Ruzaiza maintains a
real artistic philosophy
and owns a mature
project that cares about
the heritage of urban
architecture, so he is
undoubtedly a leader in

the history of Saudi art.

This was a unique
meeting with a
personality who has a
special identity and in
a house that carries a
great sense of luster.
And as usual, we
support our creators
and intellectuals,
wherever they are. o
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lectures about the
inscriptions in ancient
Najdi architecture
and its relationship to
contemporary modern
art.

Another benefit of my
stay in Rome was to
gain skills associated
with “familiarity with
place”, where I rented a
room with a poor family
to share their lives
and work; I was telling
stories and creating
my paintings while
living among them.

In other words, I was
learning how to enter
the lives of others and
live with them. I did
what I could to break
the psychological barrier
between me and them

so they disclosed their
cultures to me.

Your house is seen as
an integrated creative
work. It’s like a museum
that carries the name of
its owner

- can we talk about it?
My house is my private
world where I spend
most of my time, so I
made it a museum and a
dwelling with authentic
Najdi features. You find
doors, windows, floors,
ceilings and decorations,
as well as inscriptions,
paints, furniture,
lighting and ventilation
systems, in addition

to more than 50 works
of art that belong to a
number of international,
Arab and local artists.

I have devoted much

of my time to make

the house look like an

authentic architectural
masterpiece.

How do you view the
Saudi plastic art scene?
What is missing and
how do you see it in the
future?
Itisverydifficult to
talk about the Saudi
plastic scene; you can
say it is now between
the disease and recovery
stages because of the
lack of organizations
that seek to foster the
artistic family. Another
negative feature is the
lack of a database of
Saudi plastic art and the
artists who work in this
field of art, which creates
an imbalance when
evaluating their work.
However, in terms of
plastic arts in particular,
universities such as
King Saud University,
Umm Al-Qura, and
others have started to
open faculties focusing
on art education. A
group of graduates are
now participating in
exhibitions and enriching
the Saudi plastic art
scene with their work.

There is clear progress
in the cultural
renaissance movement
inside and outside the
Kingdom. What is your
view of this?

Iam optimistie about
what is happening

in the Kingdom; we

are taking great
strides in expanding
cultural programs

and developing new
programs reflecting

the new modern
intellectual trend.

The Saudi Vision

2030 cares about
establishing museums
and art halls and
enriching intellectual
and cultural activities
throughout the
Kingdom; this should
be considered a

good indicator. Now
the Kingdom has
established itself in
the large international
forums; we have passed
the foundation stage
and we are currently
working on the
documentation stage
by conducting studies
to open museums and
the permanent large
galleries. We saw this
in the Misk Art Festival
which was hosted in
the city of Riyadh last
April at the initiative
of the Mohammed bin
Salman bin Abdul-Aziz
Foundation. It was the
first festival of its kind
in the Kingdom that
supports the artistic
community and allows
artists to spread their
creations and express
themselves and display
their work for sale, in a
creative and inspiring
atmosphere and in the
presence of art lovers
and interested people
from all parts of the
community, including
families that want to
learn about a new type
of culture.

Recently, new
exciting trends have
also emerged; we see
exceptionally talented

girls in the field of
decoration and design.
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after graduation from
the Institute of Art
Education in Riyadh
where I primarily
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studied the arts in
general, and the
history of art of several
civilizations. By
joining the academy,
I was exposed to new
fields that developed
my experience;
studies were based
on acquiring new
skills, and when I
was discussing with
the professor how to
learn new things he
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was saying, “I do not
teach you, you have to
visit the museums of
ancient arts to acquire
new concepts and then
draw.”

So I began to draw
(in my specialty of
decoration) using
what I could from
my environment, in
particular the reception
rooms, windows, divans
and the doors. The
program of learning
at the academy
included lecturing, so

I delivered educational )
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many awards through
my paintings of Najdi
architecture. I believe
in my approach, which
says that the artist
should be a tool for
documentation and not
for alienation. Now,

we suffer from what is
known as the “complex
of Khawaja”, where

we see a phenomenon
that has inevitably
affected the personality
of many artists; it is
the effect of learning in
the West. How I wish
that every Saudi artist
adopts his environment
in which he grew up

by documenting it in
his works, so that we
leave a legacy where
we have written the
history of the Kingdom’s
civilization for our
grandchildren.

So, what can you tell
us about the years of
your study in Rome
and how you have
influenced and were
influenced by those
around you?

In faet, my study

in Italy had a great
effect on my artistic

achievements, where

I was able to identify
new things about

how to deal with my
country’s heritage and
culture. In the studio,
the professor regarded
the students as a group
of civilizations and he
always said, “Benefit
from your cultural
returns as much as
you benefit from my
experience.” The study
was not based on
systematic teaching;
the academy used the
concept of creating the
studio of an artist who
then helps students
learn how to draw, so
they acquire his skills
in creating lines, colors
and composition for
their work. The next
day, the work of each
student is discussed in
light of the course.

So, what did you learn
from studying and
living in Rome?

The academy was
able to crystallize my
mind and vision; it
added to me and built
on what I learned in
the past, as I joined it )
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Documenting
alegacy that
embodies his
ancestors’
civilization

In his house, which is
rich in generosity and
art, Ali Al-Ruzaiza
discussed his career
with us:

The origins of the artist
always starts from his
environment; what

can you tell us about
your environment and
upbringing?
Undoubtedly, the artist
has always been a son of
his environment, where
his culture is formed and
his eyes and memories are
filled with its heritage.
My village of Ushaiger

in Najd has played a

great role in shaping my
artistic vision through

its rural environment,
which is rich in terms of
community and legacies.
The mud walls, the roofs
and hallways of the
houses that are covered
with acacia trees and
palm fronds, the doors
and windows; all these
details had inspired me

in addition to our first
attempts to form clay
through the pools of water
in the village farms.

The art of Al-Ruzaiza is
characterized by special
themes and lines, such
as old women’s dresses
and the triangular
windows that are part
of the Saudi heritage.
Is this a product of
your synergy with that
heritage?

Let us agree that an
inspiring environment
plays a great role in
producing works of
significant value. The
popular Najdi door

was one of the most
important sources of
my artistic inspiration;
since childhood I sat on
the carpet contemplating
its aesthetics and from
its inspiration came the
first of my paintings. In
fact, that door was the
real beginning of my
openness to the outside
world; through it, I
entered the White House
where I presented one
of the Najdi doors to the
former US President
George Herbert Walker
Bush.

There is an anecdote
that we do not know is
true, but despite your
studies in the capital of
Italian art, you focused
deeply on domesticity
and documenting

the heritage and
civilization of the
Kingdom?

The purpose of
studying outside

the Kingdom was

not to focus on the
civilizations of those
countries or their
artistic orientations;

it was only to become
proficient in their tools
and techniques. In Italy,
a sense of nostalgia

and appreciation of my
home had grown greatly
in me, and I began to
export that through

my new knowledge
base, where I had won
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,fThe Saudi who

(presented Najdi
door to the

he painting is

another way to
write notes,” said the
founder of the cubist
movement in painting,
Pablo Picasso. It is
something that plastic
artist Al-Ruzaiza took
on board as he began
to explore his interest
for Najd culture in
all his paintings and
his works; its doors,
windows, divans,
dallahs (coffee pot),
popular markets and
neighborhoods. He is a
distinctive artist in the
sense that he captures
all details of his life, his
upbringing and culture
in particular.

: Abiography
* full of color

Ali Al-Ruzaiza was
born in the village

of Ushaiger in 1945.
Ushaiger is the oldest
village in Najd and
the origin of many
poets and scholars;

it is distinguished

by its ancient ruins
and mud houses. Ali

received a diploma
from the Institute

of Art Education in
Riyadh at the age of 23,
then moved to Rome
from 1974 to 1979 to
study at the Academy
of Fine Arts. There,

he specialized in the
field of decoration
engineering alongside
art. He received a
diploma at the Academy
of Fine Arts with a
distinction and honors.
Al-Ruzaiza joined

the public sector as a
teacher of art education
in the middle schools
and institutes of Riyadh
until he retired early

to devote himself to art
and interior design.
His work was displayed
in France, America,
Canada, Spain,

Egypt and other Arab
countries.

He has been a member
of the Friends of

Art Association in
Florence, Italy. He

has also headed the
Riyadh Fine Arts
Group, supervised the

Fine Arts Committee
of the Association of
Culture and Arts,

and participated in
preparing, designing
and implementing a
number of exhibitions
in the Kingdom. He
owns many collections of
international, Arab and
local personalities as
well as many aesthetic
figures’ belongings.
Al-Ruzaiza has

won national and
international honorary
awards, including

one for designing the
Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia Centenary logo.
He had participated

in more than 18
competitions and
exhibitions during

his studies in Italy,

in addition to other
exhibitions outside the
Kingdom and many
domestic events and
exhibitions organized by
the General Presidency
of Youth Welfare, the
Saudi Arabian Society
for Culture and Arts in
Riyadh and others. )
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When you stand in front of Ali Al-Ruzaiza’s house, it becomes
immediately clear that this property belongs to one of the most important
international artists and architects, one of the largest developers of
identity in the Kingdom and man behind the Saudi Arabia centenary
logo. Yes, this house completely reflects the identity of its owner, who
is focused on highlighting Saudi Arabia in all his work. Al-Ruzaiza has
transformed his house into a museum rich in folklore, heritage, Arab
and international works while incorporating the latest engineering and
digital techniques.
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constructed about 3,500
BC, are among the
earliest shadow clocks.
Egyptian shadow clocks
divided daytime into

12 parts with each part
further divided into more
precise parts. Although
accurate, shadow clocks
relied on the sun, and

so were useless at night
and in cloudy weather.
The French made great
efforts to reveal the
secrets of the ancient
Egyptian civilization.
Egypt honored France by
presenting two of King
Ramses IT’s antiquities
at the Luxor Temple to
it; the largest of which
was placed in the Place
de la Concorde, one of the
largest squares of Paris
on the eastern side of the
Champs Elysées.

The Prague
Astronomical Clock
The oldest astronomical
clock in the world that is
still working is the one
found on the front of the
Old Town City Hall in
Prague. The clock was
installed in 1410 and

it has been overlooking
0Old Town square ever
since. Watching the
figures “perform” on the
hour, every hour, is one
of the highlights of any
visitors trip to Prague.
In addition to telling
time, astronomical clocks
are built to track the
movement of the sun,
the moon and the Earth
and also the signs of
the zodiac (among other
things). While there’s
also a separate calendar

plate for tracking the day
of year, this is actually a
replica and the original
can be seen at the
Museum of Prague.

The Zytglogge
Tower in Bern,
Switzerland

This beautiful medieval
tower was built in the
13th century and since
served as a guard tower, a
prison, a clock tower and
memorial. This cultural
UNESCO heritage

site is perhaps the most
popular tourist attraction
in Bern. The Zytglogge
has an overall height

of 55 meters. The great
hour bell has a diameter
of 127 centimeters

and a weight of 1,400
kilograms. When the
great bell rings out every
full hour, struck by a
large clockwork-operated
hammer, passers-by see
a gilded figure in full
harness moving its arm
to strike it. m
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it legible from distances
of over eight kilometers.
The clock also marks
daily prayers with

calls announced to the
Muslim world from the
tower’s loudspeakers
that are audible six
kilometers away.

Big Ben clock
(Elizabeth Tower)
in London

The Elizabeth Tower,
better known as Big
Ben, located at the
Palace of Westminster, is
possibly the most famous
landmark in London and
in England. It is also
one of the most famous
buildings in Europe. It
was completed in 1858
and houses the third-
tallest free-standing
clock tower in the world.
The Big Ben tower clock
is famous for its accuracy
and for its massive bell
(weighing more than 13
tons). The hands of the
clock are nine and 14
feet (2.7 and 4.3 meters)
long respectively, and
the clock tower rises
about 320 feet (97.5
meters). Originally

in coordination with

the Royal Greenwich
Observatory, the chimes
of Big Ben have been
broadcast — with

few interruptions —
since 1924 as a daily
time signal by the
British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC).

The Luxor Obelisk
in Place de la
Concorde, Paris

Ancient Egyptian obelisks, 9 ¢ we s gyl 0,8l

View of the
astronomical clock
tower in Prague

Czech Republic
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SP Legal Consultants is a legal consultancy firm that specialize in
corporate and commercial law as a main focus. We operate out of UAE
but we cover the whole middle east through affiliations and associations
in Saudi Arabia and the rest of the GCC. Established in Jordan in 1984, we
have a long history of providing quality services at reasonable rates. Our
main practice is in the commercial and corporate area serving our clients
in all of their legal needs to help find solutions and remove blockers.
Specifically, we provide legal support in the following areas:

Companies law, foreign investment and free zones.
Commercial transactions.
Employment law
Draft and review contracts and agreements.
Marketing and advertising legal issues.
Franchises, distribution and commercial agency laws.
Intellectual Property, i.e. trademarks, patents, copyrights, etc.
+  TMT and IT advising on data privacy and cloud related legal issues
among others.
«  Compliance and Anti-Bribery laws.
. Unfair competition.
Legal due diligence, merges and acquisitions.
Construction and Real Estate.

-

UAE Office, Ras Al Khaimah
PO Box 326650, Ras Al Khaimah, United Arab Emirates
+97172048560 / +971568292166

Jordan Office, Amman
Al Rabya, Shareef Jameel Bin Naser St. Rayan Building, Pnd Floor
+962795151077

info@splawyers.com - www.splawyers.com
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a line of wristwatches.
The popularity of
wristwatches increased
during the World War
I, when soldiers found
them more appropriate
than pocket watches in
combat. Then different
forms and techniques
in wristwatches
manufacturing were
widely spread in the
world.

Al Haram Al Sharif
clock in Makkah

At a height of

601 meters, this
government owned
complex is one of

the tallest buildings in
the world. It’s also the
tallest clock tower in the
world and the world’s
largest clock face. The
building at the center of
the sacred site breaks
over 30 world records;
its giant clock face is

43 meters in size, the
minute hand measures
23 meters in length

and the clock drives
weigh 21 tons a piece.
Put together it is an
engineering masterpiece,
35 times larger than Big
Ben and adorned in over
98 million glass mosaic
tiles with 24-carat gold
leaf. By night over two
million LEDs illuminate

the tower clock, making
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The first
clock-making
craftsmen were
jewelers and
locksmiths
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The technology behind Chlnese
N, Water-clocks moved from =’ &
Mesopotarma to China in the \

% second mlllennlum BC.
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about 11 feet high, and
had multiple functions
alongside timekeeping.

clocks from becoming
widespread. In Germany,
Nuremberg and

It included a display of Augsburg were the early
the zodiac and the solar clock-making centers,
and lunar paths, and and the Black Forest

a pointer in the shape
of the crescent moon
which travelled across
the top of a gateway,
moved by a hidden cart
and causing doors to
open, each revealing

a mannequin, every
hour. It was possible to
reset the length of day
and night in order to
account for the changing

came to specialize in
wooden cuckoo clocks.
The English became
the predominant
clockmakers of

the 17th and 18th
centuries. Switzerland
established itself as a
clock-making center
following the influx

of Huguenot craftsmen,
and in the 19th century,

lengths of day and night the Swiss industry
throughout the year. gained worldwide

supremacy in high-
The first and quality machine- Obelisk in Place
most famous made watches. The de la Concorde at
manufacturers leading firm of the day twilight, Paris
Paris and Blois were was Patek Philippe, -
the early centers of founded by Antoni France
clock-making in France. Patek of Warsaw and
French clockmakers Adrien Philippe of Bern.

such as Julien Le Roy,
clockmaker of Versailles,
were leaders in case
design and ornamental
clocks. Le Roy was
described by his
contemporaries as “the
most skillful clockmaker

The first appearance
of the wristwatch was
in 1904 when Alberto
Santos-Dumont, an
early aviator, asked
his friend, a French
watchmaker called
Louis Cartier, to design
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Tuileries kept decimal
time as late as 1801,
but the cost of replacing
all the nation’s clocks
prevented decimal

became Rolex. Wilsdorf
was an early convert

to the wristwatch, and
contracted the Swiss
firm Aegler to produce &
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Umayyad mosque in
Damascus in the 12th
century; this clock

was re-constructed by
Ridhwan Al-Sa’ati. This
impressive mechanical
clock displayed the

time numerically, and
included two falcons that
would automatically
throw a copper ball

into a vase to mark the
passing of an hour. At
night, a lamp would be
lit to indicate the hour
by shining through a
turning disc. In 1154,
Arab engineer Al-
Kaysarani constructed
the world’s first striking
clock, near the Umayyad
mosque in Damascus. It
was powered by water
and was referred to by
Al-Sa’ati in his treatise,
“On the Construction of
Clocks and Their Use”.
Islamic water clocks
became so sophisticated
that in 1235 one was
built in Baghdad that
told people the times of
prayer, day and night.
In the 11th century,
Al-Muradi invented a
clock that recorded the
passage of the temporal
hours through the
movements of automata.
The power came from
flowing water, and it was
transmitted to automata
by very sophisticated
mechanisms, which
included gears and the
use of mercury. These
are highly significant
features; they provide
the first known examples
of complex gearing used
to transmit high torque,
while the adoption of

mercury reappears
in European clocks

from the 13th century
onwards. A weight-
driven clock with a
mercury escapement
appears in “Libros

del Saber”, a work
written in Spanish at
the court of Alfonso

of Castille in about

1277 and consisting

of translations and
paraphrases of Arabic
works. A novel feature
in this treatise is the use

of mercury in balances.

Al-Zarquali built two
large water clocks on
the banks of the river
Tagus at Toledo in 11th
century. Astrolabes were
used as astronomical
clocks by Muslim
astronomers at mosques
and observatories. A
sophisticated water-
powered astronomical
clock was built by
Al-Jazari in 1206.

This castle clock was a

complex device that was -
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popularity of
wristwatches
increased
during the First
World War
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The earliest known
clock with a water-
powered escapement
mechanism, which
transferred rotational
energy into intermittent
motions, dates back

to third century BC in
ancient Greece. The
first mechanical clocks,
employing the verge
escapement mechanism
with a balance wheel
timekeeper, were
invented in Europe
around the start of

the 14th century.

The invention of the
mainspring in the early
15th century allowed
portable clocks to be
built, evolving into the
first pocket-watches by

37 | F Iygﬂé

the 17th century. In the
20th century, quartz
oscillators were invented,
followed by atomic
clocks. Although initially
limited to laboratories,
the development of
microelectronics made
quartz clocks both
compact and cheap to
produce, and then they
became the world’s
dominant timekeeping
technology in both
clocks and wristwatches.
Atomic clocks are far
more accurate than any
previous timekeeping
device, and are used to
calibrate other clocks
and to calculate the
International Atomic
Time. &
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Arabs and clocks
Clocks and timekeeping
were one of the most
significant developments
of Muslim civilization.
Scholars, inventors

and craftsmen made
innovative automata,
carried out detailed
mathematical analysis,
constructed intricate
clocks and attempted

to master automatic
control as they created
and expanded upon
inventions to mark

and measure time.
Al-Jazari’s automatic
Elephant Clock is
probably the most
famous of clocks from
Muslim civilization. The
large clock uses Greek
water-raising technology,
an Indian elephant,

an Egyptian phoenix,
Arabian figures and
Chinese dragons to
celebrate the diversity of
the world. The Umayyad
Clock was originally
built in the famous

- o9 Lol i o
BDNVEY) ple o L;JL'Q,O)
wlp=dl JS oo lpeloswg
W ol Joas @8l (09
ap=ll slal gl o> oS
aSo acluw ¢o a>lg)l
b lo,e Tyio ST édo,S0ll
ogles oS lelas,l Tyio ST
2Vl Glpdl o alll dals
aoy> 11 JMWs o claig
Jai aols asgac digo
97 WlyiogliS 1+ o amil
pi 0lsVI elisly celood!
8So dcluw a0d slel 8slo|
claao Y, v o ¢ aawlyy
asol slool ,0ay wiso
»a3Vly AVl sl
oo LioghS Yo (] Jai
dy=o JS Uje &lus .24l
L b le acludl 9

aclull cuhaeg bbb T o
Ogalo AN o ST 8,0l

e Lol oY) sl

V| @dlo| casgloll dul>sll
g 51>9 sigale oo yiS]

sly o Ll (gl
RUTVIRP U IR
aclud Hepb Jsl 0lSy
A5 ple b 2l
siadl L)l b Losic
O uigagd-weiilw
s yall solelbudl asyan
aclw puouai 4i)lS sl
&iuad GM>, (59 Loz
@iynal 3y dclu au,ls
s, 3y dclw Jol wesa
- plaziaW alais Jo
Ol o Ul wgs slosll
oo Jol OIS Cuald el
ple ! aclud el
b 8 wils g AATA
oo d2bsS (silbub Hlgw
Olydgzoll
aJl olelbw auew wsly
csdgVl anllell Lyl M
581 bluall azg leaic
ezl olebu oo aoiMo

flynascom | 36



Abraj Al Bait
(Royal Clock Tower
Makkah)

Saudi Arabia
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A CLOCK {
TICKING
THROUGH THE
AGES
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Ever since the beginning of human existence, mankind has been

obsessed with time and place. Since Man began to understand

the cycle of night and day and expiration of time, he became
keen to organize time and take advantage of it. Hence the idea

of the clock began to emerge and people started to divide times

according to years, days, hours, and then seconds.

umans developed
their interest in
time by inventing

the clock, which in turn went
through several stages of
development and has taken
many forms to become a
means of life. So, where did
the clock originate and how
did it develop?

The English word “clock”
came originally from the
14th century term “clokke”,
which means “clock with
bells”. It could also have
come from the Old North
French word “cloque”, which
means “a bell”, or from the
Medieval Latin (7th century)
word “clocca”, which also
means “bell”. Of course, bells
were used to indicate the
passage of a certain time,
particularly in ships and
public squares.

The story of time and
timekeeping devices
For thousands of years,
devices have been used

to measure and keep

track of time. The current
sexagesimal system of time
measurement (a numeral
system with 60 as its base)
dates back to approximately
2,000 BC from the
Sumerians. The Ancient
Egyptians divided the day
into two -12hour periods,
and used large obelisks to
track the movement of the
sun. They also developed
water clocks which were
also employed frequently

by the Ancient Greeks.
Other ancient timekeeping
devices include the candle
clock, used in ancient China,
ancient Japan, England and
Mesopotamia; the time-
stick, widely used in India
and Tibet, as well as some
parts of Europe; and the
hourglass, which functioned
similarly to a water clock.
The sundial, another early
clock, relies on shadows to
provide a good estimate of
the hour on a sunny day. 4
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wearing the crown or the
corona.”

Al-Mutanabbi compares
chess battles with real
battles: “I see if chess
pieces were men...they
will shake shields and
long spears...But I only
see a weak wood...if it
attends the battle it will
break easily...If we fight
against an army like
this...we will stay like
mountains forever.”

Hafez Ibrahim likened a
man whom he intended to
criticize to the king in chess:

“Do not be surprised...
the hands of the intimates
had played with your
king and he is in
misguidance...I see him
as if he is in a chess game
or in a practice room.”

Shawki believed that
war was just a game of
chess: “The chess set is
placed in front of you...
and you received it with

fingers that tamper with
players...so the two kings
are under your control...
this one is an obedient
servant to you and that
one humbled himself to
you...you hunted the kings
of Russians and Austrians
together... who can see

an accipiter captured in a
trap?”

One day, Ibn Al-Rumi
looked at his hair in the
mirror and saw it consisted
of two colors: “T'wo colors
befell my scalp...like
what happened to the
chessboard before.”

The game of chess
remains one of the best
mentally challenging games
(if not the best) for every
age and ability. It is a great
outlet to develop intelligence
and critical thinking.

Chess has inspired poets,
writers and authors and
entertained nobles and
common people alike. m
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The Trojan
War was an
inspiration
behind chess
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memorize the positions
of the pieces. Moves

are communicated

via a recognized chess
notation. Blindfold chess
has been around for
centuries, but now there
is greater recognition

of its players. Janos
Flesch is best known

for claiming a world re
cord simultaneous bl
indfold exhibition; he
played 52 opponents

in Budapest in 1960.

A game that has
evolved over the
centuries

Chess is a game of
nobility. The rules of
battle on the board
are no different

from the rules of the
cavalry wars in the
field. Both are devoid
of cheat and deceit.
The objective of the
game is to essentially
create cohesion in a
competitive situation.
Chess has undergone
a lot of changes to
become the game

we know today. It

is believed that the
Chinese Emperor

Wu Ti ordered the
execution of two foreign
chess players after
learning that one of the
chess pieces was called
an emperor. After that
the name of that piece
became the king. In
the 15th century the
Europeans changed
the name of the queen
piece to vizier. The
game continued to
change gradually from
the Middle Ages until
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it reached its present
form at the beginning
of the 19th century.

Checkmate is the
end

Chess is played largely
in silence, except when
a player says the word
“checkmate” that is
derived from a Persian
term that means “Shah
died”. Checkmate
(often shortened to
mate) is a move in
chess and other chess-
like games in which

a player’s king is in
check (threatened with
capture) and there is
no way to remove the
threat. Checkmating
the opponent wins the
game.

Recent research has
positioned chess as a
form of mental training.
Studies have focused on
the role the game plays
in developing forward
planning skills and
general intelligence
by examining chess
masters and novices,
looking at the benefits
of playing blindfold
chess, identifying the
roles of personality
and intelligence in the
game, highlighting
gender differences
and developing
computational models
of chess expertise.
Some scientists have
advised playing chess
to resist the symptoms
of Alzheimer’s disease.
Many schools have
set up departments to
teach chess in order
to encourage students

to practice the game,
believing it would

improve their academic

achievements and
grades in addition to
other positive effects.

Chess in cinema
There are many films
that have focused on

chess. For example, the

Dark Horse is a 2014
New Zealand drama
film written and
directed by James
Napier Robertson and
starring Cliff Curtis.
The film is based on
the real-life story

of Genesis Potini, a
brilliant New Zealand
chess player who
suffered from severe
bipolar disorder.
Despite the challenges
that came his way,
Potini pushed forward
to find his purpose in
life by passing on his
knowledge of chess

to the community. By
teaching local youth
to play chess, he

U ol ymiibl
lge pg lauely

Arabs were
known for
playing chess
and excelling at
the game
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hoped to give them a
positive focus in life
and dissuade them
from getting involved in
gangs and crime. Potini
struggled with bipolar
disorder, requiring
frequent hospital stays.
Pawn Sacrifice is an
American biographical
drama film. It is based on
the true story of Bobby
Fischer’s challenge
against top Soviet
chess grandmasters
during the Cold War
and culminating in
the 1972 World Chess
Championship match
versus Boris Spassky in
Reykjavik, Iceland. It
was directed by Edward
Zwick and written by
Steven Knight. The film
stars Tobey Maguire
as Bobby Fischer, Liev
Schreiber as Boris
Spassky, Lily Rabe as
Joan Fischer, and Peter
Sarsgaard as William
Lombardy. It was
released in the United
States in 2015.

Geri’s Game is a 1997
computer animated
short film made by Pixar,
written and directed by
Jan Pinkava. In an empty
park during autumn, the
title character, Geri (voiced
by Bob Peterson), is an
elderly man who plays
a game of chess against
himself, “becoming” each
of the players in turn by
moving to the other side
of the chesshoard, where
he changes his personality
and either puts on or
takes off his glasses to
show this change. The
film won an Academy

Award for Best Animated
Short Film in 1998.

Poets and their love
affair with chess
The game of chess
dominated the minds of
many poets and writers
who were companions
of the caliphs and
rulers. Some of them
were known as “The
Chessmen” because
they were very skilled at
playing chess. Many of
these poets wrote poetry
on chess. One poem, “The
Hidden Pearls”, said that
Imam Muhammad ibn
Idris Al Shafi was skilled
at playing chess. It said:
“I have a good knowledge
in chess... the addiction
has mastered saving
it...I play the absent
form of them... and see it
according to its vigilance.”
Ibrahim Naji considered
chess as a competition
of the minds: “This is
the field of competing
minds...It is chess that
is based on clear proof...
Play, determination
and calculation...
Play, patience and
attentiveness...Play of
war in peace...Play with
creeping armies.”
Al-Ma‘arri believed
that the player’s skill
reaches a point that the
horse (the knight piece) in
his hand almost seems to
neigh: “O player, the horse
in your hand will begin to
neigh. Who can compete
with you while the pawns
in your hands beat all
rooks and bishops? You
knock down the king in
the field, even if he comes—
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famous and
popular among
common people

The Islamic
conquests
led to greater
recognition
ofthe
civilizations
of other
nations and

kingdoms ”
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the boy’s talent and
encouraged him to play
at family gatherings, and
by the age of 9 he was
considered to be one of
the best players in New
Orleans. At just 12 years
of age, Morphy defeated
visiting Hungarian
master Johann
Lowenthal in a match

of three games. In

1857, Morphy won

the tournament at

the First American
Chess Congress in

New York City, which
included strong players
such as Alexander

Meek and Louis Paulsen.
Morphy was hailed as
the chess champion of
the United States and in
1858; he played almost

defeating many
challengers including
statesmen such as
Napoleon Bonaparte
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news of Morphy’s
achievements, bringing
him fame and fortune
and increasing the
popularity of chess.

including Anatoly
Karpov, who was world
champion from 1975 to
1985, and the legendary
Gary Kasparov. Other
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master hiding inside to
operate the machine.
With a skilled operator,
the Turk won most of
the games played during
its demonstrations
around Europe and the
Americas for nearly

84 years, playing and

chess was first played
quite early on in the
game’s history. In

this variation, the
players do not see

the positions of the
pieces and are not
allowed to touch them.
This forces players to &
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and the “ng” became “nj”.
The Arabs had a great
interest in this game,
especially during the
Abbasid years.

The most prominent
Muslim rulers who
played chess included
the Umayyad Caliph
Yazid bin Abdul Malik,
the Abbasid caliph Abu
Jaafar Al-Mansur, Caliph
Harun Al-Rashid who
gifted an exquisite set of
chessmen to the Roman
Emperor Charlemagne,
and the latter’s son
Abu Ja‘far Abdullah
Al-Ma’mun who loved
chess very much. Others
included Al-Muktafi bi-
11ah and Al-Radi bi-llah.

Arab history mentions
that the first player to
have a good reputation
playing chess was Abu
Hafez Al-Shatranji,

a poet in the court of
Harun Al-Rashid. One

of the most famous
players was Ahmed Ben
Yahya, the author of
“The Language of Birds”
that dealt with chess
calculations, the game’s
issues and mysteries.

In Andalusia, Abu Zaid
Mohammed bin Ammar
shined at playing chess;
he was a great poet who
played one of the kings of
Castile and defeated him.

Another rare story
told of the blind poet
Abul °Ala Al-Ma‘arri
who excelled in playing
chess. Arab women who
were skilled players
included Uraib al-
Ma’muniah, who received
the appreciation and
admiration of Al-Ma’mui.

because of her skills and
sharp intelligence. Ibn
Waki’ described her by
saying, “I had never seen
a woman who is more
skillful at playing chess
than Uraib”.

One of the popular
anecdotes about chess
was the story of the
vizier Ibn Ammar. Ibn
Ammar descended from
a Portuguese Muslim
family, and became
vizier of the taifa (a
faction of the people) of
Seville. Though he was
poor and unknown, his
skill in poetry gained
him the friendship
of the young Abbad
III Al-Mu’tamid, who
named him prime
minister sometime after
the death of his father
Abbad II Al-Mu'tadid.
Ibn Ammar was reputed
to be unbeatable at
chess; according to
Abdel Wahid al-
Marrakushi, his victory
in a game convinced
Alfonso VI of Castile to
turn away from Seville.

A sport that raises
the prestige of its
players

The game was

exclusively played by

the higher echelons

of society 1 until the
mid18-th century, when
the famed player Paul
Morphy made his name
in the US city of New
Orleans in 1849. Morphy
learned to play chess

by simply watching
games between his
father and uncle. His
family soon recognized
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Checkmate is
the word that
ends the game
and means
collapse

ol “ello uS” Lpio g bl
W= g checkmate”
olis” (i duuyd 6,lus)
aolSs ol clodl Ol i Melo
goll (susi V ld “wlo”
oS el aelll (58 oS
gVl dw)lell (08 (s
loue eUs waxyg «loaly
b clloll daxlpo pi

o0 (29330 JuS) ¢yiehd ol
wlbig Jiliall eI glad
s,y aldi Lol Is, s
oo ol padsl augil

ol Sy Lo| ellsg pg=xpl!
sl > 9l popll e o3l
wolyicl ol doxlpoll dehsll
s OlS Ol ashiy pgsepll
alic asl, Vg LSoas

¢« 65129 a>lg ol N9 Awdig

i.‘
\\"

b Y

& &

2y, :
""\,gg‘.. " =

-

-
{'i ‘ ‘ ~ d‘h
\
P 4

j it
- -
!

-
N

eV o il plach ol
ol a2 WVl zu, il

2o kil glad sas| ol ple
JESREL IV W PPN
) plazsewl o &lYL
Joid s (59 s9bol o]
ol ashsll el powl Wdasy
Ugyg)gmpb oS elloJl
powl ymen Yol u,sll w9
598l i) 039l (5] aSLoll
el (59 au b dehd
el (8 el O yoiwly
s9asll Jio (szy25 JSeiw
lpsnp) oy (> (sl
Aadl ol alay o adl=ll

gl aols o LinS
lpzowus VY @lodSUl (o S

b, (b Hazw clg V|

-

(
v

j e

i

4 ""iy l‘ ‘

flynascom | 46



SPORT

Origins of the game
The historian Abu
Al-Abbas Yacoubi said
one of the virtues of
India included chess. He
narrated that hundreds
and hundreds of years
ago there was a king

in India who loved to
play games. But he

had gotten bored of the
games available at the
time and wanted a new
game that was much
more challenging. He
commissioned a poor
mathematician who
lived in his kingdom

to come up with a new
game. After months

of struggling with

all kinds of ideas the
mathematician came

up with the game

of Chaturanga. The
game had two armies
each, led by a king

who commanded his
respective army to defeat
the other and capture
the enemy king. It was
played on a simple eight
by eight square board.
The king loved this
game so much that he
offered to give the poor
mathematician anything
he wished for.

“I would like one grain
of rice for the first square
of the board, two grains
for the second, four
grains for the third and
so on doubled for each
of the 64 squares of the
game board,” said the
mathematician.

“Is that all?” asked the
king. “Why don’t you ask
for gold or silver coins
instead of rice grains?”

“The rice should be

49 | flynas

wsliohs

sufficient for me,” replied
the mathematician.

The king ordered his
staff to lay down the
grains of rice and soon
learned that all the
wealth in his kingdom
would not be enough to
buy the amount of rice
needed by the time he
had reached the 64th
square. In fact the whole
kingdom’s supply of rice
was exhausted before the
30th square was reached.

“You have provided me
with such a great game
and yet I cannot fulfill
your simple wish. You
are indeed a genius,” said
the king and offered to
make the mathematician
his topmost advisor
instead.

In fact, the invention of
chess was an opportunity
to recount a lot of
legends; some novels
considered chess as the
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result of a jinn’s act
during the era of Prophet
Solomon, according to
some historians. Another
Greek legend said chess
was invented during the
Trojan War by Plamidis,
one of the Greek heroes
who wanted to raise

the morale of his army
during the siege of Troy;
he also invented several
other games such as dice
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Chessisa
game that
develops
intelligence
and critical
thinking ability
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and jacks, in addition

to other innovations
such as several letters of
the alphabet as well as
currency.

The most prominent
Arab players

The Islamic conquests
were a major reason

to recognize the
civilizations of other
nations and kingdoms.
After Muslims conquered
Persia, they had
discovered chess and
through them the game
spread westwards to the
Europeans. The Arabs
were quick to put their
touches on everything.

A considerable body

of literature on game
tactics and strategy

was produced from the
8th century onwards.
The original word for
“chess” is the 6th century
Sanskrit (primary
liturgical language

of Hinduism) word
Chaturanga, which
translates to “four

arms” and pronounced
Chat-u-ranga. “Chatur”
is Sanskrit for four and
“anga” means arms

or limbs. The four
members of the Indian
army were elephants,
horses, chariots, and foot
soldiers. These forms
are represented by the
pieces that would evolve
into the modern bishop,
knight, rook, and pawn.
Chatrang subsequently
evolved to Shatranj in
Arab speaking countries.
The Arabs did not have
the “ch” or “ng” sound,
so the “ch” became “sh” &

Solg &\ ¢l el
Uoougs gu bl

2u il de) wig=iwl

o0 198 oo sbsVlg sheidl
slalsl sbud=dly @l
99,2 o ppio 51 plS=llg
8 pid gz adl”
19J6 LoS Lpasd 53 pgislpo
w>lo 59 189 Lpad el
3 gusidl Ol aelSUl 5l
>lall aoxo 3] .Lo>| g,g_x.”
O g0 38 sedlal auaall
a8 JBBg zu il

ple aihadl (08 J
ahs> OlosYl oasl
lpio cuilell ol
by laub of, L9
U pud ] B puic] los
Sl JaU oS, bill Ulo
Sl vl Jlo
il Jgae U
Cae @iyl
Ol pilé
wlwsg pjc el
leidly yeo a2
oM (89 Uy sl
Olas Tl Gugazell
) lpo Ul ¢Sy20ll Sy
pgs Ul a> Jai cacMs
oL 0\ gupbaidl yw 9
1Jodd JupaJU
2ol Gy sl Cee MUl
Judo &5 JS oadsy G5 )
el oy ol 59 oluil € i
JL3Vls 2lidb Is550
Jyleo G wiial U, L
&3loJl J, 209 «2urdaid]
1Jgsa9
Vs, cilS of eupaaidl os,f
Vish Lo ailsw 545
VT e o) ncoll apa I3]
liia Jio wylai US ol
V2l ol g0 LuSLJ
pudly] B> auisg
VU Cus) Sl 7 ogxpo”
>0 VS il Sal
o il l§.\gi o 8lsi

989 i) audogll
_»Ugi Uy ol Ny
oo Jadl 8l saLl
auals il pgso,b
Aol U, 2okl
powliy (S 83lion adyyb
Ol sJl lokay S VsVl
oy 393> (sdaziy
lS alowd! Lol
il Laasll ade Lasls
ekl as8, o A
2218 lasW aopls
ol auzio plid Ll
siJI-Pawn Sacrifice-
@8 Y+ 10 joiuw o
wsvgi dglug ylsclo (sugi
3, b e nlsclo
29 499 sl Camo
ol M el
il &yl oy 83,1
el 8,8l 6,0k uwY
Bobby Fischer .S ,0VI
il,log " pind g
OSey Y sl duz, L
osibssewl go Lpibews
" Boris Spassky «swwgJI
Jlasg " (sSewlbow puno0
Vgizlly &y 8.2)l go sugs
oHlSarr oo sl s9209
el aliso b il sl
2o loidl e Lol il
2268 JlabVl pM8Y doplo
Geri's Game S > s
208 88y g phid 99
12QV ple LSy &S i izl
NPUCHOWATRSTEPNERIE
uad &S y=in pygawy plud

ousill slale L] =l b
USSWE ST 3¢ PRV WY
aays> spd 8,13l il
sy Tsder OMS iod!
clode)l puai 285 13 oS5V
U2 o Qoglinl au il
oleddl JL8Yg eulasll
anl, lpisS s (sle
slasl pwslaedl oo el
L, oo e LMLl
NNV W‘.. § a9
obsldl oe Was ppils,ng
REJENY W B

PUSY b uin 89,9 gl
Louuadd |

@S Jiowdl Loy

plad (s apaz il duleo
% The Dark Horse
autisog doplo dlS>
1S Vo= GutiyeS o9
Jhby Ui 593 =9
ez sl @ishb
«39V Ula=dl» el
whhol Llas wss,

ogi) 2,5 wdasll (55
8 algs (sle bla=l
VYV Lols zusbhw ssb
>\J9‘\J| oo T.o.:)s o il
SlasVlg GawS Linall
EOVLIA POV JUVESTEN|
Vgl (8 &S, Ll

flynascom | 48



O s
;..LJLU,_LU blai o :] U—”
Rentalcars.com 20

Don’t forget your change

Now earn SMILE Points
with Rentalcars.com

~ #CHESS
A GAME
wiTH A
DEEP%
HISTORY

WHEN HARUN AL-RASHID WAS ASKED WHAT CHESS WAS,
HE REPLIED: “AND WHAT IS LIFE?*

»

The fifth Abba
doesn’t differ fr
measures. The g
but you can’t al
board easily; you
laws so you can winl
representation of

Glew)ed ! isl louw blaielube o el jluw jatiwl jLleuwl aolip go
nasmiles.flynas.com 6 uj Wiy b y.c Rentalcars.com go 622l LS|

With nasmiles, your car rental gives you extra SMILE Points! Explore our
new partnership with Rentalcars.com via nasmiles.flynas.com

JLoil j4po
contact center

9200 01234

Flynascom | so



PRESS
REPORT

Poetry inspired by
Hajj

The Holy Sites in Makkah
have excited many old
and modern poets and
inspired them to pen the
most beautiful poems
throughout the ages.

Ibn Al-Qayyim wrote a
long poem called “Mimiet
Ibn Al-Qayyim” where
he described the great
position of Makkah and
the forgiveness of God
for those who stood in
Arafat by saying: “What
a great position is that, it
is like the position on the
day of the show, but it is
greater...God draws near
to the Earth and by way
of exhibiting His Pride,
remarks to the angels,
‘What is the desire of
these servants of mine...
He says my servants
came to me loving me,
and I am more generous

9

with my mercy’.

53 | Flynas
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There is also a poem

by the poet Abu Nawas;

he wrote it when he

performed the Hajj. It is

sung by many artists and

contains the following

words: “O God, the

Utterly Just...Owner

of Sovereignty...Here

I am at your service...

All praise is to you...

No partner for you...

You never disappoint the

servant who asks you.”
And in the modern

era a wonderful poem

by the Prince of poets

Ahmed Shawki describes

the happy feelings of the

pilgrims during the Hajj:

“To Arafat of God...the

best visitor...I wish peace

be with you in Arafat.”

The pilgrimage, embodied by
its routes, location and time,
creates a wonderful internal
state that focuses the hearts
and minds of pilgrims. m
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holy places in Makkah.
One of them starts from
Oman to Yabrin, then to
Bahrain, from there to
Al Yamamah and then
to Dariah, which is the
meeting point of pilgrims
coming from Basra and
Bahrain. When pilgrims
leave after Hajj, the
Basra pilgrims go north
from this point and the
Bahrain pilgrims go
right.

The pilgrimage
route of Bahrain-Al
Yamamah-Mecca is an
important tributary of
the pilgrimage route
of Basra. It crosses the
central parts of the
Arabian Peninsula,
passing through many
of its cities and regions.

Witnessing the
benefits of Hajj
The Hajj has great
benefits in line with
God’s intentions.
Beside its centrality
to Muslim spirituality,
the Hajj represents

55 ‘ Flynas

an opportunity for
socializing, trade,
conviviality, interaction,
and international
commerce.

The ancient
pilgrimage routes
were bridges of
communication between
the Islamic sites and
people saw benefits for
them in their trade. As
the centuries passed
by, horsemen also used
them around the year to
reach their destinations
and fulfil their errands.
This encouraged the
sultans and Muslim
rulers to pay special
attention to these roads.

The Islamic
Organization for
Education, Science
and Culture ISESCO)
published a book entitled
“Hajj Routes: Bridges of
Communication Among
Peoples”, which revealed
many of the cultural,
economic, social, and
urban benefits of these
Hajj routes as well as

the important historical
events they witnessed.

The Miqat stations
Since the beginning of
the Islamic month of
Shawwal pilgrims begin
to prepare to perform
this duty and at a
certain point (Miqat)
they are required to put
on ihram (the pilgrim’s
garment made up of
white cloth). The state
of ihram goes beyond
one’s clothing and it

is considered most
important to enter

a spiritual state of
mind. Five of the six
Migqat stations were
appointed by the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be
upon him).

THE STATIONS
ARE:
Dhu’l-Hulayfah -

This Migat is about

18 kilometers from
Madinah and is for those
who live in Madinah and
who approach Makkah

[E/PVVVIL)
wugdb o) aall
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The
performance of
the pilgrimage
involves special
rituals.
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from the direction of
Madinah.

Juhfah - This Miqat is
about 190 kilometers to
the northwest of Mecca;
it is for the people who
come from the direction
of Syria.

Qarn ul-Manazil (also
known as Meeqat
Al-Sail) - Located 74
kilometers from Makah.
This Migat serves
pilgrims coming from
the Najd region, which
is generally the middle
of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.

Yalamlam - This
Miqat point serves
pilgrims coming from

The four corners

4 of the Kaaba roughly
point toward the four
cardinal directions of

the compass. @

the direction of Yemen.
Yalamlam is a small city
in the province of Mecca.
Thaneim - This Miqat
is located in the Al-Hil
area of Makkah, eight
kilometers from the
Kaaba. The Miqgat serves
those starting their
pilgrimage in Makkah.
It is a large mosque with
good facilities for baths,
ablution and changing.
Dhat-i ‘Irq - This Miqgat
serves pilgrims coming
from the direction of
Iraq, Iran and other
places en route. The
Miqat was appointed

by Caliph Omar ibn Al-
Khattab. &

Wbl gd

wgo piy 6Yg
laule

There were
governors that
supervised the
roads

093939 A dpwliell dgnll
lolocg b3asi0l g8loll
ale cuodly iz sle
o,Luwo zuogi A8lgog wloMe
Vg 9luadl Lps cSaspd
pois OV 50Vl gk (s>
W9d iy 8Vg s slalzll
Ugap=eig Bkl sle
aleally

elxxll..o ol (i b
il @awgs o
oy

&gl (59 ds> JSJ Loliog
leJ WIS pslole oMl
wsills lpllocly Lp8,b Lol
aexdl ale, Lpoal o 0l
8ol 815k ppd b rssig
Snbll 30 a0 Soll S /
oVl Cu> o sl

o> gly uplall Jghd

slodl Ugacq Wl wlL
8313 w)> Bayb sLue a9
[yi0 oLS (Y70) algb &JLJI
9 83,8 dwaid doMe
Q)| aboy 289 gl eld
Aol (sbliodl (59 8,
881,0Jlg @3Lialls 034955 g
Lol ;o daxo YV (58
Wiazoll dlwell olaxo
bl b8all (oSl
) asaedl sl
T)Sﬂ—a-‘) 845 Wy Sy pJ
Jr bhad zlx=dl juo e
Ay bl plazicwl o
MVl Liwsls Blhell pud
ool i Byinoll (59
o dogo Jlail aals>
Ol ao sl sl
gyl 8,53l sloul auing
clals olaal oo 515 Lo

flynascom | 54



@ =

IMG
\WORLDS
or ADVENTURE

PART OF ILYAS & MUSTAFA GALADARI GROUP

How to get 50 AED off IMG Worlds

of Adventure:

Present your flynas boarding pass to IMG
Worlds of Adventure employee

Terms and Conditions:

- The AED 50 off can be applied

up to 5 tickets.

- The Offer cannot be used in conjunction
with any other offer.

- The Vouchers may only be redeemed at the
Park until September 30, 2017 and IMG may
refuse redemption of the Vouchers after
September 30, 2017.

- The Vouchers shall only be redeemed for
this Offer and not for any cash

equivalent value.

- Redemption of the Vouchers shall be subject
to the Park entry terms and conditions which
may be accessed at imgworlds.com.

- The Vouchers shall not be resold or used by
the customer for any commercial purposes
other than redemption for the Offer

at the Park.

\

vy -
LY ¥ A
Q\\ i\

le poja 50 puas le Jguanll dadas
tplle 2 pl !

Sl usli plpbl 64lbll age.n aslby jlab|
Ulpoleall mlle .2 | gl viabgo

PVl g bg pidll

Illol P2 SO soudy puodll s Whi pSay -
(63537 J5 ue Wiljlol lomja 50) Jgaa p51ai 5 e
sl go ylpisYU yopell plasiwl ghoy V-

Al yd e

o puodll Gle Jeoal pilwall Jladuwl pSey -
Jatiw] ooy 269 . 2017 praiiw 30 du)U

o)Wl a® a0y @iludll

g o rell 1aad V) eilwdll doud ala piuwl iy Y -
8428 oud gY

ol ¢l G Josall bopiig PLaaY milwall gads -
Waio Wwan il yhuoy Ul Olpoleodl pile 2
imgworlds.com ¢,le

uolpel GV molasiwl gi pilwall gu éale] jgy V -
o= Pl 6l 0 b jell alajiwl bia) ay)lad
Ulpolaoll plle

Flynas.com

Al-Shami Hajj - the
Tabukia Road

The fourth Al-Shami
Hajj pilgrimage road

is also known as the
Tabukia Road because
it passes through the
town of Tabuk in Saudi
Arabia. The road links
the Levant with the
holy places in Makkah
and Madinah; the track
starts from Damascus
and passes through
Busra Al-Sham and
other notable areas. It
then enters the territory
of the Kingdom, passing
through Tabuk, Al-Ula
and Al-Qarah.

The path of the road
between Tabuk and
Al-Ula did not change
throughout the Islamic
ages, while the Muslim
caliphs took care of

the Al-Shami road
and placed signs and
lighthouses along its
path and built ponds
and tanks.

The Yemeni
pilgrimage routes
The Yemeni pilgrimage
routes linked Yemen
with Hejaz since ancient
times. There were
different routes passing
through different cities
of Yemen. The most
important Yemeni cities
that acted as starting
centers for the Yemeni
pilgrims’ convoys were
Aden, Taiz, Sana’a,
Zabid and Saada in
northern Yemen.

There were three
mains roads for the
Yemeni pilgrimage: the
coastal road, the internal

or the middle road, and
the upper road.

From Oman to
Makkah

There are two main
routes for Omani
pilgrims to reach the &
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The “Mahmal”
was associated
with folk
songs.
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important pilgrimage
routes. The Zubaydah
trail runs from Kufa
to Mecca and is named
after Zubaydah bint
Jafar, wife of the Abbasid
Caliph Harun Al-Rashid,
for her charitable works
on the numerous stations
along the trail.

The origin of the
trail date back to the
pre-Islamic era, but
its importance greatly
increased with the dawn
of Islam and reached
its peak of prosperity
during the Abbasid
Caliphate. The first of
the Abbasid Caliphs,
Abul “Abbas as-Saffah,
ordered the installation
of milestones, flags
and lighthouses
along the trail from
Kufa to Makkah. The
following caliphs and
their wives, especially
Zubaydah, completed

plab
Jol Uldro

ol

Qarn ul-
Manazil is the
Migat that
serves pilgrims
coming from
Yemen

the development of the
route and provided

it with all necessary
amenities like water
reservoirs, wells,
palaces and rest houses
all along the road.
There are 27 main

stations along the route.

The Basra Road -
cared for by Al-
Hajjaj bin Yusuf
Al-Thaqafi

Every era in the
Muslim world had its
own features and this
extended to its roads
and works, especially
those related to the
care of pilgrims and
their roads to Makkah.
During the era of Omar
ibn Al-Khattab, Basra
and Al-Kufa were
established and linked
with safe land routes.
Abu Musa Al-Ash’ari,
who governed Al-Basra

The Egyptian
pilgrimage was
the most famous

among the
pilgrimage convoys
and the most
varied @

so | vpas

in the year 17 H, dug
wells along the road
from Basra to Makkah.
During the succession of
Othman ibn Affan, wells
were dug in Faid area.
Abdullah bin Amer
governed Al-Basra and
carried out countless
works on the road

from Basra to Mecca,
creating the stations of
Al-Nbaj, Qariyatain and
Bustan Bani Amer.

The period from the
first to the third Hijri
centuries was the golden
period for this road. It
received the attention of
the Umayyad governors
of Basra, especially
Hajjaj bin Yusuf Al-
Thagafi, who took this
road to Makkah and
checked the water in the
stations that he passed
along the way to ensure
its good quality.

The road from Basra
to Makkah is the second
most important route; it
is about 1,200 kilometers
long and starts from the
city of Basra, passing
through Wadi Al-Batin
in the northeast of the
Arabian Peninsula,
crossing several desert
areas before passing
through the area of
Qassim. The road then
runs parallel to the
Kufa-Makkah road until
they eventually meet,
before again splitting
into two roads that lead
to Makkah and Madina.

The Egyptian
pilgrimage road
The Egyptian
pilgrimage road was
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not only a geographical
route, but it also had

a different feel to it
compared to the other
profiled roads. It

was the most famous
among the pilgrimage
convoys and the most
varied because it
included pilgrims

from the African
continent, the Arab
Maghreb, the kingdoms
of Muslims in West
Africa in addition

to some pilgrims

from Andalusia. The
Egyptian pilgrimage
convoy was also
important because it
included what was
called the “Al-Mahmal”
(the bearer) convoy
consisted of the camels
that carry the kiswa,
which is the covering
of the Kaaba. The Al-
Mahmal was paraded

in the streets of Cairo
for three days before its
departure for Makkah;
the occasion was
associated with folk
songs.

The Egyptian
pilgrimage had two
routes, the most
famous of which was
the land road passing
through the Sinai
Peninsula and the
second was the sea
road via the Red Sea.
The land road received
much attention and
Ahmad ibn Tulun,
the founder of the
Tulunid dynasty that
ruled Egypt and Syria
between 868 and 905,
had cleaned up the
road and built seven
wells in Duba to serve
the pilgrims. Mosques
were also built at Badr
by the kings of Egypt. »
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There were
three main
roads for
the Yemeni
pilgrimage
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of summer solstice and
the sunset of the winter
solstice.

Multiple roads and
one destination
There were historic
pilgrimage roads that
passed through the
Arabian Peninsula

to reach Makkah,
connecting the Arabian
Peninsula with the
major neighboring
countries, Egypt, Syria
and Iraq. However, a the Internal Yemeni

number of historical pilgrimage route, and
sources have identified the Omani pilgrimage
seven main roads route. All these roads
through which the connect with each other =dle ywlild Caundlgo
pilgrims came from at main points to meet 2ol s dlll Jox
different parts of the in front of one house auousal alai alo; dogleo wiudlgo
earth. These roads and one destination. mé“’“" JWUs glhho 1iod (@uSog
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providing relief
for travelers
through the ages

A PLACE WHERE MUSLIMS’” HEARTS

INCLINE TOWARDS

Since the
beginning of the
Islamic month of
Shawwal pilgrims

begin @

)i

A
A THR

THE HOLY QUR’AN COVERS THE ONCE-
IN-A-LIFETIME HAJJ PILGRIMAGE IN
GREAT DETAIL.

It said: “And proclaim to mankind the Hajj (pilgrimage).

They will come to you on foot and on every lean camel; they

will come from every deep and distant (wide) mountain
highway (to perform Hajj).”

t was reported
that Ibrahim said:
“O Lord, how can

I convey this to people
when my voice will not
reach them”

The response was:
“Call them and we will
convey it.”

So Ibrahim stood
up and said, “O
mankind! Your Lord has
established a House so
come on pilgrimage to it.”

It is said that the
mountains lowered
themselves so that his
voice would reach all
regions of the Earth,
and those who were still
in their mothers’ wombs
and their fathers’ loins

would hear the call.

Since God imposes
Hajj on Muslims,
pilgrims’ convoys have
traveled along several
roads and routes; they
came from every deep
and distant mountain
highway with their
hearts inclined toward
the Kaaba.

The miracle of
Makkah

God, the designer

of the Universe and
Earth, has chosen

the Kaaba as the

place of pilgrimage.
Only recently have
people discovered the
mathematical equation
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The poets
created poems
that described
the Hajj
journey and its
pillars

behind the universe’s
design, known as

the golden ratio. The
Creator has always used
the very same number
in numerous events

in the universe — in
our heart pulses, in
the aspect ratio of the
DNA spiral and in the
snowflake crystal.

The golden ratio
point of the world is
always within the city
borders of Makkah or
within the holy Haram
area that includes the
Kaaba, according to all
mapping systems.

The four corners of
the Kaaba roughly point
toward the four cardinal
directions of
the compass. Its major
(long) axis is aligned
with the rising of the
star Canopus toward
which its southern wall
is directed, while its
minor axis (its east-
west facades) roughly
align with the sunrise —»
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Flynas

gl !!

nasmiles

Abdallah Kanj
PLATINUM

nasmiles -

AN INNOVATIVE

LOYALTY

PROGRAM FOR
DISCERNING
CUSTOMERS

flynas always strives to
be a unique brand in the
world of low-cost aviation
as well as a partner of
choice for guests who
travel on its domestic and
foreign flights through
the creation of a variety
of programs that add real
value to their journeys.

Recently, flynas
launched its loyalty
program nasmiles that
is specifically designed
to reward its guests
every time they fly
with us.

nasmiles offers guests
everything they would
come to expect from
an innovative frequent
flyer program, allowing
them to earn and redeem
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Abdullah Kanj

their SMILE Points in
exchange for flights,

the best seats, purchase
of excess baggage and
the choice to relax in
style at selected airport
lounges across the flynas
network.
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flynas magazine met Mr.
Abdullah Kanj, a member of
the nasmiles Program for the
Platinum tier and conducted
the following dialogue:
Name: Abdullah
Mohammed Kanj

Work: Executive Director
of Saudi Arabian
Construction Company
Do you always travel for
work?

Yes, more than three times a
week on flynas flights

Does flynas provide you
with suitable schedules
and services?

Because I am a Platinum
member of the nasmiles
Program, I always find
suitable flights that I want
to travel on, and this helps
me a lot in accomplishing my
work inside and outside the
Kingdom.

How do you redeem your

SMILE Points?

By getting free tickets.

How do you receive
SMILE points?

Whenever I book at flynas.
com and enter my nasmiles
membership number, I get
SMILE Points that add extra
credit for me.

Are the procedures of
redeeming the points
easy?

Yes, and I redeem them

to get additional tickets,

so the program helps me
save on my travel expenses
throughout the month.
What would you say about
flynas and its nasmiles
program?

flynas always develops new
innovations and provides us
with the best services that
make flying on its planes fun
and comfortable.
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flynas magazine met Mr.

Nabil Tucker, a member of

the nasmiles Program for the
Platinum tier and conducted
the following dialogue:

Name: Nabil Ahmed
Tucker

Work: Aircraft Equipment
Company

Your position at the
workplace: Vice President of
Strategy and Operations

Do you always travel for
work?

Yes it happens more than once
around the a month by virtue
of my need to carry out work
in different places

Does flynas provide you
with suitable schedules
and services?

I have subscribed to nasmiles
program because it provides
its customers with additional
benefits. I am currently a
Platinum member of the
Loyalty program and I always
find the suitable times and
flights that I want to travel on.

How do you redeem your
SMILE Points?

There is more than one
option to take advantage of
SMILE Points, but I always
prefer to get free tickets or
purchase additional weight
and a few times I enjoyed free
lounge access at one of the
airports.

Have you got SMILE
points before?

Yes, whenever I book at
flynas.com, and enter my
“nasmiles” membership
number, I get SMILE Points
that add extra credit for me.
Were the procedures of
gaining the points easy?
Yes, the process of obtaining
points is very clear and easy,
once the reservations are
completed or the services are
chosen, I can add the points
to my balance.

The fact is that flynas always
offers everything that is new
to everyone.
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e name

of flynas

is not only
a product of careful
marketing; it also
represents the top
priority we give to
people at all times.
Since flynas began its
first flight, we were
exceptionally keen
on providing our
guests with all means
of comfort. flynas,
which operates
flights to 33 domestic
and international

destinations and is
considered to be the
official carrier of Hajj
and Umrah pilgrims,
is keen to help its
passengers at every
opportunity.

A flynas flight to Jeddah
was carrying a number
of Umrah pilgrims
including a British
family consisting of a
father, a mother and
two brothers. While
they were relaxing

at Istanbul airport,

the father Mohamed

How flynas helped
the family of a heart
attack victim

flynas - ALWAYS
GIVING

TO THE

PASSENGER

67 | F Iyg&g

Tanweer Amjad died
suddenly from a heart
attack.

The situation was
difficult but flynas
proved it was not just a
carrier of passengers.
flynas crew at Istanbul
Airport, including
airline manager Ibrahim
Kaya Alb and assistant
director Ozgiir Erman,
rushed to console the
victim’s wife and his
sons Suhail Amjad and
Mohammed Amjad.

We provided care to
the deceased’s family
and hosted them in a
hotel near the hospital.
The burial procedures
were followed up with
the Municipality of
Istanbul.

flynas staff at Istanbul
Airport quickly
contacted the head office
in the Saudi capital
Riyadh to implement
any necessary
procedures and upgrade
the family to business
class so they could
complete their flight to
Jeddah.

The actions of Alb and
Erman demonstrated
that flynas always stands
by its guests and cares
about them at every
opportunity, in addition
to highlighting the
positive spirit of Islam.

At Jeddah, director of
the flynas office Mr.
Muhannad Al-Ta’efi
received the family and
provided them with
transport until they
arrived in Makkah to
perform the Umrah.

The family’s journey
ended on a positive note
after they suffered an
imaginable tragedy.
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popularity of Facebook
was just a phase.

“We have to admit
that, and I do not think
it will eliminate the
book in its two forms
(paper and electronic). It
epitomizes what Shawky
called ‘the popularity of
marginalized people’,
although there are
other serious writers
who also believe social
media won't eliminate
the book. The problem
with blogging on social
media in general is its
hasty nature. The late
commentator Taha
Hussein once called
the newspaper article a
form of swift literature
and I wonder what
he would think if he
lived and saw the rapid
blogging on social media.
People have developed
excessively narcissistic
personalities that push
them towards these
blogging means and
tend to post writings
that are dependent on
the number of likes or
comments, and do not
derive value from the
review and research
that goes into the
development of sentence
syntax and meaning.

“There is a British
journalist who said
something very
important: ‘Facebook
is a way of focusing
the greater part of our
attention on ourselves,
while showing that it
focuses attention on our
relationship with others.
It is a mirror disguised
as a window.” m
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“The important
thing here

is to have a
relationship
with the book
and obtain a
daily collection
of useful new
information.
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A warm welcome
to nasmiles lounge

nasmiles
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The nasmiles Lounge is the new business lounge dedicated to flynas guests. Located in Terminal 5
of King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh, the nasmiles Lounge is open 24 hours a day,

7 days a week and offers comfortable seating areas, free Internet and delicious meals.

flynas Business Class and nasmiles Gold and Platinum members can enter free of charge.
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a kind of light mental
activity (aerobics)

and there is reading

to enact change and

go beyond the simple
definitions of many
things, perceptions and
knowledge. The French
thinker George Steiner,
talked a lot about
reading that changes

us — the serious reading

— and he differentiated
it from the reading
that fail to change us

— the absurd reading.
If we applied Steiner’s
theory, I think that the
average Arab person
doesn’t even read half a
page a year, taking into
account he doesn’t even

read the newspapers
and other media that
breaks the news. This
alone is terrible, really
terrible.”

Discussing the impact
of social media on books,
he said he believed the &
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EDITORAL AD ST uMe|

depth interpretation

of any meaning based
on a personal effort
that encourages the
production of parallel
ideas, just like when the
stars were formed from
the nebula.”

He believed it would
not be feasible to get rid
of the paper book just
because of the rising
popularity of the e-book
as long as there is
nostalgia “that draws us
to anything beautiful”.
He praised e-books for
encouraging reading as
well as making it easier
to obtain books.

“But did reading
increase after the
appearance of
e-books? Reality
says the opposite.
Umberto Eco, who is
against technology
that transcended our
humanity (as Einstein
also said), says: ‘Since
the e-book appeared, no
one is reading anymore.’
I believe this saying is
true, and I think it is

i
—

more likely that easy
access to the book may
deduct something from
its value.”

He said book
exhibitions do not
necessarily have to play
the role of enriching
culture and may often
be forums visited by
people that act as a proof
of cultural prestige,
especially after falling
behind in terms of their
trading potential.

“In France, for example,
a weekly magazine called
Livres Hebdo has been
published since the 1950s,
distributing more than
10,000 copies a week.

It is run by specialized
journalists who study and
analyze bestsellers every
week. In other words, why
does the reader want this
book and doesn’t want
that book? Thus, the issue
as you see is complex and
is not as simplistic as we
see in book fairs.

“The Arabic publisher
Riyadh Al-Rayes once said
censorships are multiple
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Kamel Saleh:

| do not think it
is wise to usher
in talk of the
demise of the
book

“Facebook

is a way of
focusing the
greater part of
our attention
on ourselves”.

but the death of the book
is single. I believe that
the book fair is a rare
opportunity for the writers
to meet their readers, and
here I mean the writer
who has a relationship
with his reader, not the
writer who has become a
popular publishing house
and addresses the reader
as a customer. There is
always a letter to the
mind, and a letter to the
pocket, and the difference
between them is akin to a
moral bet. Unfortunately,
many people have failed
this exam and a few
succeeded.”

He added that the rate
of reading was “shameful
and frightening” in the
Arab world; according to
a 2011 report, the Arab
citizen reads half a page
or 6 minutes a year.

“There are two types
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modern media will not
be able to fulfill; the book
is characterized by a
unique touch and smell,
and the information
acquired from the book
usually remains in the
memory for a long time.”

He believed
information from social
media was also quickly
forgotten. Quoting the
poet Al-Mutanabbi, he
said:

“The most precious
place in the world is the
saddle of a horse, and
the best companion in all
times is a book.”

Internet culture — 21st
century illiteracy?

Algerian writer and
journalist Deif Hamza
Deif, who is also an
academic researcher
in cultural and legal
curricula, said: “The
book is undoubtedly one
of the most compelling
motivators for reading
because of the desire
to understand the
text, while annotating
particular words
symbolizes a dynamic
relationship that helps
one’s memory. It also
facilitates the in- »

wils eMe
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Laso Judbguulg
Alaa Janib: The
book and social
media will win
together and
they will not be
competing with
each other
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The real culture
offered by the book
Egyptian poet Alaa
Janib, who won an
award at the Prince

of Poets program
recently, said: “The
paperback book is akin
to expressing what we
feel by presenting a rose
to those who we love.
There may be many
other alternatives,

but the language of
roses continues to have
historical depth and is
an aromatic indicator
of expression, and

it is something that
remains in the collective
consciousness and the
collective memory of

all human beings. But,
books must also evolve
to keep pace with the
infomedia revolution;

I mean the book must
be a strong competitor.
This is the writers’
responsibility on one
hand, and publishing
houses on the other;

the writer must develop
his style so he does not
continue to deliver old,
repeated and annoying
methods of writing

and the publishing
houses should choose
an attractive form and
affordable price for books
so they don’t disappear
and they remain as long
as they change with the
times.”

He added that
civilized societies read
frequently but the
subjects of reading are
not necessarily related to
literature or poetry.

“They may be related

“The book

and social
media will win
together and
they will not
be competing
with each
other”

o

7

to cooking, fashion,
perfumes, paints, types
of shoes and watches.
The important thing
here is to have a
relationship with the
book and obtain a daily
collection of useful new
information, and thus
these communities are

able to have healthy ol Lyl wl)lbsll (9 Ugg 8y Ml
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paper book; it offers

fast accessibility to
information. On the
other hand, the book
will still have its privacy
and intimacy that the &
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the global network can
lead to us losing all what
we think we have in this
web of texts, writings,
images, information and
data, so I do not think

it is wise to usher in
talk of the demise of the
book, which has stood
for hundreds of years.
From here, I call for
calmness in the shadow
of this digital storm, and
abstain from issuing
final judgments.”

Saleh believed book
fairs were necessary
to maintain their
continuity, despite the
losses incurred by some
publishing houses.

“The problem does
not lie with these
exhibitions, the
paperback books or who
will win; the problem
lies in us, because we
are defeated from the
inside and devoid of
everything.”

The reading crisis
is no more than a
myth

Famous Iraqi publisher
Fares Kamel, the owner
of Muakadeen bookshop,
said: “Yes, reading has
decreased because of
social media, but not
because of the electronic
book. What I see is a new
and growing interest

in reading. Publishers
are dutifully firm and
unwavering. There are
new publishers setting
up in exhibitions and
holding deals with new
writers. The fairs and
printing are just fine; the
problem is only in the

79 | flynas
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high admission prices
of some exhibitions

and expensive books on
sale. In my opinion, the
reading crisis is no more
than a myth.”

The Internet is an
open space that
does not exclude
anyone

Saudi writer and
journalist Ghada
Abdullah Al-Khudair
said: “I believe that

we are in an age that
allows us to accept all
available options to
satisfy our desire to
read and participate
in a knowledge process
that has a role in
enriching the cultural
and human aspects

of the individual. The
existence of these
options opens up

more room for the
exchange of cultural or
scientific information
in accordance with the
desire of the person and
his way of acquiring
information.”

She said social media
have facilitated ways
to obtain information
beyond what books can

offer and contributed
in disseminating it to a
wider range of people.

“But in my opinion,
that ease of obtaining
information does not
cancel the importance
of the book and its
relationship with
the reader. I do not
exaggerate if I say that
there is a spiritual
relationship linking
the person to the book
that stimulates his
senses and induces
interaction between the
word and the reader,
so I do not think the
importance of the book
will disappear.”

She believed reading
books may be confined
to people who like
to develop ideas by
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Deif Hamza
Deif: The book
is undoubtedly
one of the most
compelling
motivators
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immersing themselves
in the pages and
gaining happiness from
the experience.
“Another factor that
also contributes to
the popularity of the
electronic book is the
lack of censorship,
which promotes
healthy choice without
prior classification or
censorship that defines
what an individual
can read. This is in
contradiction to what
can happen with the
book, which is often

subject to censorship, so

perceptions that there
is an unwillingness
or disinclination to
read books is in fact a

disinclination to give up

the right to choose.” 5
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IS THERE A WINNER?

The si€ll ofeldgpaper, thélSound éfithepageseingflipped, the fiiéncy felfiwhent
scanning the words and the pleasure of being able to read neat text and titles —have all
these features become a thing the past? Have digital screens and electronic applications
replaced the act'of reading a'book?

his is the focus of

flynas magazine’s
report, where we
spoke to Arab writers,
intellectuals and
publishers to explore
their views and attempt
to define the status of
the humble book today in
an era where knowledge
is easily accessible
online.

We asked our guests
whether books have
gone forever or at least
suffer from having a
diminished role and
whether book fairs can
still attract visitors
and be profitable. We
also discussed the poor
reading rate in the Arab
world compared to the
rest of the world and
whether social media
would win in a battle
with books.

Talk of the

book’s demise is
exaggerrated
Professor Kamel Farhan
Saleh, a poet and a
university professor
from Lebanon, said:
“Undoubtedly, these
questions acquire their
legitimacy from our
current reality. It is clear
that there is a dramatic
decline in culture
acquired through books
as opposed to what is
acquired through the
screen. The screen is
characterized by a rapid
spread of content and
the tremendous ability
to break down barriers
between the writer and
the consumer so that the
process of interaction

“The Arabic
publisher
Riyadh
Al-Rayes
once said
censorships
are multiple
but the death

of the book is
single.

becomes direct.

“But despite our
recognition of this
new reality, it seems
wise to not put all our
eggs in one basket.
We have all followed
the rise of digital
revolution recently and
the incremental and
accurate changes in the
process of preserving
information digitally,
but we should not forget
that a small failure in -

Abdullah Al-
Khudair: There
is a spiritual
relationship
linking the
person to the
book that
stimulates his
senses
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mosque of Khor Fakkan
(the oldest mosque in
Khorfakkan) whose
image appears on the
five-dirham banknote.
It was completely
demolished in 1985, but
His Highness Sheikh
Sultan bin Mohammed
Al Qassimi, Ruler of
Sharjah, rebuilt it again
and held Friday prayers
in it.

Poetry that tell

of Khorfakkan’s
beauty

The charm of nature and
the attractive location of
the city of Khorfakkan
has been an inspiration
for many poets.

The poet Adel Ashour
said: “Oh adorable
Khorfakkan, I wish I was
a pearl in your sparkling
crown...so stick around
and reside in my heart.”

Mohammed Salem bin
Hammoud Al-Madhani
also said: “Khor...what
a Khor, its name and
reputation are very
popular across the ages,

83 | [ 'YQSE

and its port is very
famous.”
Hassan Ali Al-Najjar
Al-Hammadi said: “In
Khorfakkan...my storm
gets comfort...and in it,
the eyes breathe.”

We can say that the
city of Khorfakkan
has a special historical
fragrance that circulates
continuously from its old
buildings and streets,
which in turn were the
result of a past extending
across thousands of
years. This place is truly
a source of magic and
beauty. m

[ W-S . SULV]
158 645 Llaa
apilag laoas
lmodleo

The city is
characterized
by many
stories and
legends that
demonstrate
its historical
importance and
attraction of its
landmarks.
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make predatory animal
traps called “Laff”; they
are a series of sharp
mountain stones that
stand next to each other
in straight parallel lines
for about two meters as if
they were a cleft.

A city surrounded
by legends
Khorfakkan is also
characterized by many
stories and legends that
have been narrated

for decades. It is said
that a fire came out of
the sea in the form of a
tongue of flame, up to
about 10 meters high.
The fire appeared from
the time of sunset until
dawn; it disappeared
when people get close
to it and reappeared
when they moved away.
This fire continued for
a period of time and
locals called it the fire
of Bani Shouf.

Antiquities that
provide a link to a
mysterious past
The people of
Khorfakkan tell of a
cave called Khor Baria
located on the eastern
side of the city at the
bottom of Al-Mugsar
Mountain by the sea.
It is a place where
magicians and jinn
were believed to meet.
The city includes many
ancient monuments that
contain inscriptions,
drawings, archaeological
landmarks and old
cemeteries (there are
20 ancient cemeteries
in Khorfakkan) as well

as Sheikh Khorfakkani
Mount, named after a
righteous man chosen
by the local people to
reside on this mountain
(he read the Qur’an to
the patients who came
to him for treatment and
healing).

The ruins of the
city also include the %

The city of
Khorfakkan is

situated in a very
attractive location
on the eastern coast

of the United Arab

Emirates
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PLACES

Fujairah on the east
coast of the United
Arab Emirates on the
Gulf of Oman, but is
actually an isolated
enclave belonging to the
Emirate of Sharjah.
The city is a
popular tourism
spot, surrounded by
huge mountains and
attractive beaches that
feature coral outcrops
suitable for diving
and snorkeling, so we
ensured from the first
moment that we would
have fun. Since we all
like marine sports and
we love diving, our first
choice was to organize
a diving trip in the Gulf
waters to see the old
shipwrecks and the site
of the old passenger ship
“Dara”, which sank in
1961 due to an explosion
on its surface.
Khorfakkan Beach
makes you feel like you

87 | I Iyru)ﬂg

are in a different world.
On the eastern side of
the Indian Ocean, you
can see turtles, sharks
and tropical fish, as well
as the barracuda fish
and captivating coral.
Other must see things
in Khorfakkan include
a car cemetery, Martini
rock, sandy beach, Lima
rock and Dibba snails.

Luxurious tourism
We finished a wonderful
cruise and then relaxed
on a quiet beach in the
sunshine. We had our
lunch, a seafood meal
eaten in a tranquil
atmosphere. Then we
decided to visit the
city’s landmarks and

its corniche, which was
adorned with green trees
covering all its parts.
Our city tour included
old neighborhoods such
as Hayawa, as well as
mosques and houses; all
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The city’s
charm and
attractiveness
are an
inspiration

to poets and
writers

these buildings assure
you that you are in a
unique place.

The concourse

of travelers and
researchers
Khorfakkan deserves

its title of “Bride of

the Gulf of Oman” as

it is unique in terms

of its heritage and the
beauty of its nature.

In his book “Mu’jam
Al-Buldan (Dictionary
of Countries)”, Yaqut
al-Hamaw1 said:
“Khorfakkan is a country
on the coast of Oman.

A mountain full of

palm trees and natural
springs separates the
city from the Great Sea.
Khorfakkan is the best
city in the area, and it is
the destination of most
sailors.” The traveler
Ibn Battuta also visited
the city in 1350 and
mentioned it in his book,
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“Masterpiece of the
Oddities of Countries and
the Wonders of Travel.”
Albuquerque describes

it in his memoirs as “a
large village with very
beautiful houses, very
well fortified by the

sea, and surrounded by
high Rocky Mountains.
Within the city you can
see a number of beautiful
houses surrounded

by lemon, orange,

fig, almond and palm
plantations.”

Geography,
language and
history

The city of Khorfakkan
is situated in a very

attractive location on the
eastern coast of the United
Arab Emirates, bordered
by Al Badia to the north,
the Omani territory
of Madha and Qadfa to
the south. To the east it
is bordered by the Gulf of
Oman and to the west by
the Hajar mountain range.
Khorfakkan has many
distinguishing features
including Khor, a weight
unit used exclusively
in Khor Fakkan, the
eponymous palm tree
known for producing strong
straw and the fire of Bani
Shouf, which was allegedly
seen by people several
years ago (see below).

People of Khorfakkan also &
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Khorfakkan
today is a
destination for
tourists from all
over the world
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ONCE UPON A TIME THERE WAS A CITY CALLED
KHORFAKKAN; ITS PATHS WERE RICH IN STORIES AND
LEGENDS. ITS NATURE IS UNIQUE, ITS WATERS ARE WAVY, ITS
SANDS ARE SOFT AND WHITE, AND IT IS SURROUNDED BY VAST
FORESTS OF PROSOPIS TREES (DESERT TREES).

his is how

Shahrazad described
the city to her king
Shahryar as she narrated
one of her stories from
“One Thousand and One
Nights”. You may feel
that Khorfakkan is only
limited to mythology,
but in fact there is a city
clearly touched by God. We
have chosen this place to
be our destination in this
issue of flynas magazine
and reveal its stories and
secrets of its charm.

The story behind its
name

Khorfakkan gathered

in her hands many
mythological wonders

and magical stories. Its
history dates back around
4,000 years, when its
people traded with the
Sumerians and Acadians
in Mesopotamia. The
name became the subject
of much local gossip; some
people believed that the
city got its name from

a man called Fakkan

who settled in the city
and lived in it. Because
the home overlooks the
Khor, settlers called

it Khorfakkan. Other
people believe that the
name refers to the shape
of the area. “Khor” is an
extension of land between
two water bodies. “Fak”
means jaw and refers

to the shape of the land
where it touches the
water.

A destination that
attracts people
from all over

“O camel driver, I
became fatigued by the
long journey. Stop...

jolaly
Jlga jac
ple 40001

The city’s

history dates
back around
4,000 years

slow down...this is
Khorfakkan.” — Rateb
Al-Sayyed, poet.

If you love travel, then

you should seriously
consider visiting the city
of Khorfakkan, which
is characterized by its
spectacular views and
its tourist attractions.
On the top of its
mountain stands the
Palace of the Governor
of Damascus.
Khorfakkan is
geographically situated
within the Emirate of -
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He succeeded
in putting

his name and
country on the
map.
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AYMANJAMAL

FROM CRUNCHING NUMBERS TO FILMMAKING STARDOM

People’s ambitions differ according to the diversity of their ideas. They find full
personal comfort only after taking on their difficulties and achieving success.
And as Al-Mutanabbi says: “If the souls are great... the bodies will be fatigued by
achieving their objective.”
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eaving his life of
tability, Saudi
irector Ayman

Jamal decided to swim in
the opposite direction and
respond to an internal
desire telling him to fulfil
his love for creativity

and arts. After leaving
his job at one of the most
prestigious banks in
Saudi Arabia, he entered
the world of filmmaking
as a founder of Barajoun
Entertainment, a leading
animation & visual effects
studio in the MENA
region, based in Dubai.
He produced the first
short Arab animation film
entitled “Bilal bin Rabah”.
He said he has never
believed in “temporal

and spatial limitations,

as I always wanders in
the freedom offered by
creativity and art”.

A RISE FROM THE
PATHS OF MAKKAH
The first steps of this
young Saudi man’s
journey reflected his deep
thinking and desire to
succeed. He was born

in Makkah and lived
there until 1989 when

he completed his high
school education. He then
enrolled in university
and postgraduate studies
within the Kingdom and
the USA, and this was

a starting point for his
career and the acquisition
of new experiences that
persuaded him to change
his way of thinking, as
his success in the field

of film production was
unguaranteed. His life
took a definitive turn

after reading a book
gifted to him by his
manager in the bank
where he was working.
The book was on how to
achieve your dreams and
subsequently encouraged
him to try to fulfil his
lifelong dream.

FINDING HIS CAUSE
IN BILAL

Ayman Jamal’s desire
was not only down to his
drive to break into the
film production industry;
he also had another goal
that the Arab and Islamic
world would actively
participate in the film
industry. He believed
that the West was able to
export its industry and
entertainment culture,
while the only role of

the Arab citizen was

to consume. To change
this, he started a new
stage in his life in 2006
by implementing his
project and his dream

of producing animated
films for children. He
went to Dubai looking for
a way to create an Arab
animated film industry
and found his cause in
his short film, Bilal bin
Rabah. He established
an entertainment
company in Los Angeles
in partnership with two
American producers

who had converted to
Islam 12 years ago. They
established the company
under the name of
“Muslims in Cinema and
Television”. He also found
three Saudi businessmen
who financed Bilal bin
Rabah and helped create

a global film industry
in the Middle East. The
film has been described

as outperforming many
international animation
films in terms of quality
and technology.

SUCCESS BRINGS
HAPPINESS AND
HONOR

Jamal said he believes
that the man who strives
for success will surely
succeed and always
attracts fellow lovers

of success. He added
that his project won
admiration from the
American actor Will
Smith. He said he would
always be indebted to his
parents, who encouraged
him, gave him confidence

oo ol allghs
ol ;6 duejg

His actions
reflected deep
thinking and
adesire to
succeed

and did not object to his
career choices.

This young Saudi man
managed to forge a path
that carried a message
he wished to fulfil and
put his name and country
on the map. Bilal was
screened at the Cannes
Film Festival and won
many awards including
top honors from the Asia
Pacific Screen Awards.

Ayman Jamal,
addressing his
compatriots, said: “The
Kingdom is qualified
to compete in the field
of cinema and has
a new ideology that
is still based on the
principles of religion.
The General Authority
for Entertainment is
interested in hosting
festivals and artistic
performances in addition
to cultural and artistic
events. The Arab region
is full of writers and
creators who can access
and deliver stories of

our history, which is
full of rich tales and
accomplishments.”
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How to get 15% off on Grand Rotana
Resort & SPA Sharm El Sheikh:
Present your flynas boarding pass to
Grand Rotana employee at check-in
You can get 15% off on:

- Accommodation at Grand Rotana
Resort & Spa.

- All Grand Rotana hotel a la

carte restaurants.

- ZEN Spa.

- Laundry.

- Camel Diving Center.

Terms and Conditions:

- Offer is valid until 31 December 2017.
- Offer is valid within one week of arrival
to Sharm EI Sheikh.

- Offer is subject to availability.

- Offer is valid on the Hotel Best .
Available rates in USD based on the
Available Room Types.

- Offer is not to be combined with any

other offer available in the market.
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Car Rental

YOUR flynas

¢ oloj Jo
DID YOU

KNOW?

Select your preferred seat in advance of your
trip. Ensure friends and family are seated
together, or choose a premium seat with extra
legroom.

* Choose a window seat for a better view

» Select an aisle seat for easy access

* Upgrade to a premium seat for extra
legroom

@)l aedall jLuial oVl ety
jiods aebio JLSl of elilileg
J25W ewol aaluioy

Save up to 50% on airport fees by adding your
excess baggage at the time of booking. One
bag of up to 20kg costs from only SAR50.
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Relax in style by adding Executive Lounge
access to your flight booking from just SAR55
per person.

*Available in Dubai, Kuwait, Sharm El Sheikhand Abha.

aolol jlbodl (-6 Yaalgi el aaldy elodlw|
&lolacgo Jud JlocVl Jlo ) WVLed Joaall duols
el dun  jandlaic swoldlloam solo| el iboyg
b6 Juy 00 anlgll polwodl JgAaa doud

Lyl il o b (ygal i(0a (0 bpogio*

Save time and hassle at the airport by
renting a car through flynas.com. We offer
the choice of all major and local suppliers so
you can choose the best deal, plus you can
now read customer reviews and ratings for
each rental office.
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Flynas.com

You can enhance your travel
experience by choosing from our
wide range of optional services
when booking your flight. Save
money by paying for your on-board
meal or excess baggage in advance
and benefit from our exclusive
deals on hotels and more on
flynas.com

Pre-order up to 24 hours before you fly and

choose from our selection of hot meals,

sandW|ches wraps and salads at flynas.com.
* Fresh Fruit Salad with water

* Tuna Nicoise or Chicken Caesar Salad with
water

* Mexican Chicken, Tuna or Vegetarian Wrap,
or Chicken or Cream Cheese Ciabatta with
juice, salad and a dessert

* Vegetarian or Chicken Biryani. or Mixed
Grill with juice, salad and a dessert

* Omelette breakfast with juice and a
fruit salad

Add one of our on-board meals to your next

flight booking for only SAR 25.
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Save up to 30% by adding a hotel to your
flight booking on flynas.com. Choose from
one of our carefully selected properties with
exclusive discounts only available if booked
with your flight.
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